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SUMMARY

The work published, entitied [ The Interpretation of Grammar®, is one
of the valuable bibliographical monuntents Inherited from the eminent Ae-
menian scleniist of the Middle Ages, Vardan Arevelts] (XIN century). |
was written In 1244 —1246 in Cllicia at the request of king Hetum 1. As
a text-book for prammar courses, the original was recopled in many
manuscripts and was (n wide use In the teachings of educational [nstitu-
tions In the boundaries of the Clliclan Kingdom of Armenta as well
as tn scientliic-pedagogical centres of the Eastern Armenia. .

The puthor, being anotable connolsseur of anclent hooks, historian
and theologlan, was at the same lime n literary theoretlcian and Inlerpreter
of grammar as well. His ,Interpretation of Grammar® together with l{w
appropriate research and annotation |s being put into scientific C!lClIthu.ﬂ
by us, for the first time, as a critical text prepared on the synthetic
bases of the comparison of 17 manuscripts,

In ihe research Preface (5—70 pp.), s a resull of sclentific necessity,
we have set ourselves the task of firstlly, giving a detalled explanalion
of some problematic questions revived by this monument of grammar,
which are important contribution to the history of development of the ar-
menian grammatical rich heritage of inlerpretative character; secondly, by
the study of the grammatical conceplions of Vardan Arevelisl, we have
tried 1o explain the whole system of his grammatical views, which. in
essence, Is rather inaccessible and Incomprehensible to the contemporary
linguist-grammarian; and thirdly, by ascrupulous texiual analysis we h:‘wc_
an the one hand, the task of verifying the links and relations with simi-
lar grammatical interpretative works, and on the other hand, based on
the obtained textological conclusion, the task of estimaling this gramma-

| work.

o Vardan Areveltsl had a distincl aim; to elucidate the theses of Dio-
nysusof Thrace, the eminent grammarian of the 1l century B.C., Dby exa-
minating at the same time the facts of the classical Aml_&n!au language.

The author has made considerable use of a work of the same type,
by Krikor Maglstros, an eminent Armenisn scientist and public figure of
the X1 century A.D., reviewing and extending this or that particular the-
ses of David -.-'mhaght (V--VT centuries), of an anonymous grammarian

1

of the VI century, of Movses Kertogh (VI century), of Stepanos Sjunetsi
(VIIl century), enclosed in this work. It s characteristic, however, that
Vardan Areveltsl quite often is not satisHied by the explanations on the
same grammatical questlon given by this or that inferpreter before him;
he proposes a new Interpretation. According to the literary sources used
used In the system of construction of his text, Krikor Magisiros uses
the quotations of Dionysus of Thrace nol as separnte positlons (Fw®) In
the form of citations, but blends them with his Interpretation as a united
whole; Vardan Areveltsi, as a principle, takes into quotation marks each
paragraph, each sentence or word combination of the Armenian transla-
tion of the work of Dlopysus of Thrace (fulfilled vet in the V cent) and
then  accordingly  interpretes them, omilling net a single statement of
Dionysus of Thrace. This appears lo be 8 pusraniee that the gram-
matical work of Vardan Areveltsi is, although brief, an intact interpre-
tation of the work of Dionysus of Thrace. [i would be noted that this
principle ol textusl structure of Interpretative character In Armenian
bibliography Is not exclusively the innovation of Vardan Areveltsi; this
princlple was widely uwsed much earlier, yel inthe V and VI centu-
rles; in philosophical and theologleal works; however, in grammatical
interpretative literalure il was Vardan Arevelisi whe, for the first
time, embedded a similar principie of text coustruction.

This principle arose, however, vot oely as o result of detailed ard
exhaustive demands of the Interpretative work by the author under con-
sideration but, and this {5 of particular fmportance, under the pressure
of pedagogical-educational methods for lext-books foreseen as  ma-
nuals.

And it must be noted, that Vardan Arevelisi was, indeed, o well-
known and merited pedogogue whos for many years, headed the Khor-
Virap tostitlion of higher education.

A similar approach s certainly  essential, firstly, for the edocation
ol, Froin the theoretical point of view, sich intricated and  difficult sub-
jects and sciences as are, for example, grammar,  rhetorle,  phitosophy,
thealogy ete,

Parallel with the correct solution of a number  of Haguistic-gran-
matical  problems there are  some commen  shortcommings and
errors In the work. which are tributes of the given historical past of
human civilization of that period, For example, the grammar of the
Middle Ages, by ts embrace of problems and the nature of latters being
in cipse connectlons with the phenomena of superstructure: ol theology,
phitesophy, rhetoric, literature (popular, oral creatlon, and the theory of
poetic and prosaic composition)  has, 10 its  furn,  partially obtained a
superstructural character. Since langnage - in  the  grammars of Middle
Ages, was not regarded exclusively  as o means of intercourse among
people, and since the science which explains linguistic units and gram-
matical relations as the science of revealing only the expressive mesns



of fanguage, naturally grammatical text-books had to pay tributes (and
certainly did} 1o such phenomena of woild outlook Interpretation, which,
however, being pure linguistic facts, can correctly obtain scientific
explan:tions by relying only on the discovery of structural and
naturo-historical developments. From this point of view the work by
Vardan Arevelist ,The Interpretation of Grammer, is of no exception.
The noted fact, however, Inspite of being one of the most Important
characteristics of all grammatical inferpretations of the Middle Ages, si-
multaneously gives them a kind oi eacyelopedic® nature, The study of
those works is of valuable significance nol only for the history of the
grammatical thought, but also for the revealing the spheres of inlerests
of the thinkers and sclentists of the periodl, That's why the cognllive
meanings of the interpretative works o0 srammsr are, o act, all-em-
bracing. \

The work proposed is provided with ndexes ol proper noung, ol
briei explanations amd of empioyed literture.
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