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Foreword

by EDWARD CRANKSHAW

N my introduction to the first volume of the Khrushchev memoirs [
I described how my initial skepticism about their authenticity was
quickly overcome, even though I had nothing to go on but a Russian
typescript. It was clear enough that this typeseript must have been
transcribed from a series of tape recordings made by Khrushchev in
retirement at different times and in different moods. Later this sup-
position was confirmed, and I was assured that at some future time
these tapes would be made accessible to Western scholars.

Now this time has arrived, sooner than I expected; and the original
batch of tapes has been augmented by enough new material to make
a second volume. What is more, all the tapes have been subjected to
the ingenious process known as voiceprinting, analagous to finger-
printing, and have passed the test. (Mr. Schecter describes the pro-
cess in his introduction to this volume.) My own conviction of the
genuineness of these memoirs needed no support from scientific de-
vices, though it is gratifving to have it. The manner is Khrushchev’s
manner and the content is perfectly in character.

When the first volume appeared, there was a good deal of con-
troversy but less downright rejection of it as a forgery than I had ex-
pected. I was interested and pleased to find in the ensuing weeks
and mionths that in spite of Khrushchev's own formal disavowal
(which, in the circumstances, was inevitable) the genuineness of the
material was immediately accepted by diplomats and politi-
cians — not just in Western Europe and America but also in Eastern
Europe — who had had direct dealings with Khrushchev and knew
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