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SOURCES OF DISUNIFYING PRESSURES
IN MODERN IRAN

The history of Persia sinee 1900 has TWO [rersistent fearures.
first, the efforr o esrablish « constitntional government, aml
second, the cffort 1o caise the nation onto the p'l-nnc ol 2 modern
industralized state. But a prc\'sa!cm chavacteristic of government
in Persia sinee 19oo s that ir has been by iudividualy or grovps
of individuals rather than hy taw.! Perhaps the reasons for chis
bheenime mure imclligi‘o‘,e 1 ‘one hears in ymind the six following
faces:

v Unnl December 30, tgu6, The government of Persia was a
dcapot'mm under the Shah.

5. On thar date constitutional guvernmnent was gmnted to a

ogulation rotally incxperienced 10 thas type of government
and almost totally lacking n an understanding of the elementary
I)rinciplcs of constitntional gnvcrnmcnt. despite the fact that there
yad been in the past some measure nf local sclf~g0\'ermucnt in the
villages and among the tribes,

A counterrevolution 1o destroy the Copstiturion, accom
panicd by Russian armed acenpation of porthern areas, Kept
the country in a rarmnl until the First World War.

4~ Despite Persia’s neutralicy, it becamne an arena of fighnng
in the First Warld War, following a ‘Turkish invasion in 1913
Russian croops and local forees ander Russian command wese mn
uccupndon in the norths and British troops and local forces wniler
British command were in occupation in the south. After the Rus-
sian Revolution, troops under British conunand were also moved
into norchern Persia and constiruted the unly s'\gnifw.m: force
for the maintenance of order in the conntry. In the spring of 1921
rhe last Brirish forces were withdrawn, but some Sovier trenps
remained in Persia on one pretext or another until the ultimare
evacuation of Enzeli {Pahlavi) in September, 1921

5. From 192t 10 August. 1941, the Persian goverment Was
pnder the progrc»‘ively Autocranc domination of Reza Khan
































































































































































































































































































































































134 JHE HISTORY OF MODERN JRAN

reasan for travel, though they woul readily supply some other
Justification should & questioner appear to feel that it were re-
fnuired. Their natural gregarionsness and unselfconsciousness in
human relacions would envich the travel wself, The craditional

ractice of in:crnmrriagc tends to provide every Iranian with
mnumerable, widely-scatrered relatives; the vather hioh percent-
sge of seasonal ciployment makes free time gvuilab 2; and the
type of living J;rcvalcmt in Iran mskes the accommodation of
even unexpected guests no housekeeping prohlem,

To be sure, the adoption of the trn]I:piugs of Western civiliza-
tion is pronounced among high officials and in wealthy circles in
Tehran, buc their adoption s partly due to their ueility as evi-
dences of position, power, and Prrstigc. The tra pin.gs melude
autemobiles, radios, elecrric refrigerators, air--rongnioners. Paris
gowns, eic, but it would nor Le surprising to find that in most
casts these are a veneer and thar in private the arcitudes and habirs
are in claser conformity with the traditional national character-
istic of nomadism.

The dominant political groups in Iran ar the present time are
committed to rapid and extensive industrialization and Western-
ization. [nsofar as chese dcvclopmcnrs improve the health and
Iiving conditions of Iraniang, they will probably be popularly
acceprable, But it would be foll"r to ignore the canstant modify-
ing pressures of those who distrust these dc.vclnpmcnts. cven
though it is impossilile now to estimare the srrcngxh of this force2

But one must view these pmlumimmly unirying ressures in
perspective. Ar the moment most of them are unly identifiable,
though likely to continue, however slowly. The power which
has enabled Persia to preserve a unique and productive culeure
for twenty-five hundred yeurs has been 2 spiritual force. Though
perhaps weakened, this force is still active, One ma fairly antici-
pate that, as in the pase, it will madify and adape foreign contri-

utions tu its own advantage and perhaps to universal advantage
as well. Only time can rell,





































































ISS THE HISTORY OF MODERN JRAN

and wis barbarowsly killed by the soldiers of rthe Caliph Yazid m she
course of a three-day bowde at Karbala in 480 A, D.

27, Sir Percy Sykes gives 3 description of the traditional Passion Play, the
Tirzdel, which constituted the high poinr of the ceremonzes on Ashpra, in
The Glary of the Skia Woerld {Londun, :91a,) chap, XII, Al every
book of eravel or resideoce in Persia up ro the petvd of Rezs Shal gives
same description of the Muohsrram cercmunies.

28, Milex Boreck¥ has made avadahle much useful infarmarion sbous
Persian prosc writess in has critical review “Persian Prose since 1g44," in
The Myddle East Journal, vol. 7, no. 2 (1933, pp. 235 44. Sudney Clazer ulso
cornments in his review of the "Chatiseria Onentalia™ in The Middle Eas
Towrsial, vol. 12, na. 1 {igg8), Pp- 9497 on the work of three madern Pee-
sian wrirers, Mohanined Baqger Khoscovi, Sadeq Hledayet, and Dr. Fakhr
ed-Dia Shadman.

9. Among the benefits which accrue to the peasants fzom the rradi-
tiomal methedd of piling the grain in large heaps and threshing by wouden
sledyres, drawn venally by harses or oxc, zre the fallowing: the livesrack
ger free feed during the period of weeks of the threshing perind; at the end
of each day's work the prasant can take bome a pockeriul of geain; the srraw
is fincly cut up during the theeshing so thar it s ready for use a5 fodder or
for mixing with mud for reafing and coating walls; the women are per-
mirred 10 glean at the end of the threshing and can wsually collecs scveral
bushels of grain, The use of a combine would end all of these bensfies.

Caarmen VI
[RAN IN 1uis

t» Examples of some of the cypes of obstacles ro amelioration of the
peasanc’s lor are given in Reveille (or a Persion Village by Najafi and Hinck-
ley.

3. Under the title “Natianalism and Neutralism in Iran" in The Afiddie
Fase Jorurnal, vol. 12, no, t (1gsf), pp. 30-32, L. P. Flwell-Sytton comments
on his impressions in Imn during Augest and Seprember, 1936, He notes a
persistence of nationalism reflected in continuing resentment towsred the
West and a critical attteds roward the policies of Western gnvermmenss,
and srares that “more and more intellecruals are beginning ro understand the
value of traditions] ways of life, 3nd (o regrer their wholesale sacrifice to
the insistent demands of Western marerialism,” He is convinced thar the
sentiment of national pride is shared by all rhe disparate constituents of
Tranian society and that ir is very real and very deeply felr.
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