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Preface

Inw wrrming & work intended primarily for the general reader, and
mot 8z highly specialised, academic coniribution, 1t has been dif-
Beult for the author v decide upon & system of franslijerstion of
Persian names and ofles ete, The question of franshiteration is, in any
event, these davs somewhat in dispute. Many Tranians and some
EBritish students of ther country are shivnang preference for tramns-
fiterations which faithfully reflect present-day Persian pronunciation
while, in collaboration with American cartographica] authorities, the
Roval Geopraphical Society has bren at pains to poblish an en.
Eghtened Iist of transliterations hased on current provunciation, and
which it may well be hoped might in Petsre become stamdaed. This
author bas much sympathy with these modem trends, but has eventu-
ally, though somewhal ercadcally; taken the older convention of
translitcration az the one towards which to tend, especially for mow
elsolete titles and the names of people deceased. Mevertheless, so far
a5 the names of lving perzonalities are concerned, especially these
with whom {amd with whese views on the ansliteraton of their
mames) the author iz acguaineed, be has adopted o teanshiteration as
close as possible 1o actual prohunciation; and he has sometimes
found it difficult o use 3 rigid convention for place-names when it
resulis i spelling wo remote from the sound of the name a: be has
abwavs heen accustomed to hearing i

The opportunily i taken bere w enter a caveal concerning the
garly history of the Oajar period. Tt seerns to this weiter that, with
eme @ fiar unpublished exception, this period i only now beginning
o recedve the detailed artenton of one or fwo, as it happens, vounger
scholars, This means that researches may shortly be available thae
will probahly not only clucidate much that this book treats cursorily,
buat almtst certainly heing more facts vo light; although. as this work
zima o indicate broad bnes of developroent, it may be hoped thar
later researches will, in questions relating w the first half of the nine-
teenth century, not so much prove it ssriousdy in error as show dif-
ferences in emphis,

It is the author's pleasant duty o acknowledge, with a gratitude
im m nstance the Jess becawse those to whom he owes 1t oare
mentioned in order of the amount of help they hayve given him, the

1x
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Following: Mrs, Cathesine Clark, Mrs. H. E. Wulif, Mrs, Audrey
Seotl, Mr. Nigel Hancock of the Cambieidee University Library,
Dr. G. B G. Hambly, Mr. N, M, L. Wade, and Dr. James Carghell
Thompson. o much for help at home, with meference added to those
brizht spirits on U-Staircase {1965-4) in King's Colless whe, by
their fricndship aul interess, did mueh moree than they may suppose
o encowrane the wiiting of this book, As for the author’s Tranian
friends and experience, ie should be sufficiently elvions that basically
it 2z to them that he owes the moae, with the inchusion of at st five
Furoprans who shared with him his days in Tran: but here the

piving of names would lead to prolixity and is therefore reluctntly
not atternpied.

Hings Colleme, Cambridee PrRYER Aviry
Famiary 1955
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General Intormation

CALEWMDAR
I 1925 the Filth Majlis enacted that the Solar Galendar shoald e

e in preference to the Lunar Calesdar of the Hijrn, Muslim Lra.
The latter is still followed by the relizgious autherities for establishing
e dates of Telirious feasts, coremonies ete. The Solar Calendar has
g6= davs in twelve oonths, of which the first six months have g

gach, the following five g0 days each, while the twellth meonth
- Bas 2 days, or go days in leap-years, The micnths of the Sclar Calen-

 r are as follows, with their English equivalents:

-

Farvardin 21 March — 20 April 31 daye
Dirdibehesht i April—er Baw
Khurdad z2 May — a1 June
Tir oo June — 23 July
Murdad g4 July — 22 Augnst
Shahrivar g5 Aupist — 22 September
Alihr 25 September — 22 Chomber o days
Alan a4 Oclober — 21 Novemnber
Azar a2 November — 21 Decenber
Dy 22 December < w0, Jamuary
Hm'ﬁ.t'l. 21 Jarmuary — 1g Febraary
sfand zo February — o harch o days [in leapoyears
o days )

Mew Vear's Day, 15t Farvardin, corresponds to 21st ar aund Warch,
ghe Spring Louino, and is the signal for & holiday of several days,
Being Iran's most important festival

| The Solar Year may be converted to years of fhe Cheistian Era by
ﬁi: following formula:

| Bolar Year +6ar = Year of the Chrstiun Era,

though, owing to the later beginning of the Tranian year, the
equivalent vear in the Christian Era may either be the résult of (his
sum or this resule+ o, aecording to the menth in the Iranian Solar
¥ear towhich the date refers,



] SENERAL INFOEMATEON

The Tunar Year of the Musliny Era has 54 days, and may be
approsamately comverted int Years of the Christian Era by the
followang foramula:

Lusar Year
= — L hge=Year of the Christian Lra {approsimately).
10 1

CURRENCY

The principal units of currency in terms in present-day we are the
rigd and the foman; the Lt comprises o pali The trading rate
for the £ sterling is 210 wials (21 o], the selling rate 2142 rials,
In relation to the United States dollar the equivalént mtes are 55
and 5.5 respectively, 1t may be of vse o the forelpn visitor to Iran
frr remetmber that Tramians do oot as a role reckon mams of money in
stals but in femans, in which prices over to izl are normally
expresiel,

Prices are at present high in Iran, as for example hotel charges,
rizing from £5 to £5 for bed and breakfast.

Tehran can: be reached by jet aircraft in g hours from Leadon at
fares ranging from £26% g5 od, (15t Clas) to £185 g5 od, (Tournst)
return, Thers are air services from the capital o Meshed (3 hours),
aned a frain service daily (27 hours). There ave weckly air services four
times a week {23 hours) and a daily train service (24 hours] from
Telirasn to Tabriz, Weather permitting, it is possible to Sy four times
a week po Hamadan and Kirmanshah, and there iz a daily air service
tes Tafahan (¢ hour) and bus services; ala & weekly air service from
Tehran to Yaed, and o service three times & week o Birman, There
i - tlaily air service from Tehran to Shive, and rail and air services
between the eapital snd Khurramshahr and Ahwes by which
Abadan ix alse served. Broadly speaking, with the exception of
the Tail services, other means of transporting passengers and goods
are all subject to weather conditiones.?

11 aen indebied o Roper Stevens: The Lond of (ke Great Sophy, London,
pabe, piv ofig—a7T, for serification of thess travel details s offered 0 Lis
waluable Appendix.
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