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FOREWORD

CERTAIN aroma of romanc¢e hangs round the name of the

Persian Gulf, but those who know the region best are prob.
tibly least disposed to regard it in 2 romantic light. It is an area
of bleak coasts, torrid wingds, and pitiless sunshine. The amenities
of life are few and far hetween, Nature is in her fiercest humour
and man has done little to improve upon her handiwork, The
population is scanty, the standard of living low. Towns are few
and insanitary; villages little more than clusters of mud huts.

To a casual visitor it might seem a mere backwater to which
civilization has scarcely penetrated.

But appearances are proverbially deceptive. For centuries
past this remote backwater has played its part in the world’s
history, Its shores echoed to the tramp of Alexander's legions.
1t has seen Empires rise and fall, It has watched the rivalries of
the maritime nacions of the West.

Lying as it does on the high road to India it has acquired
in British eyes an ever-increasing importance during the last
hundred years. For more than a century Great Britain has been
the predominant power in the Gulf waters. It is due entirely to
British cffort and British enterprise that this maritime highway
Hhas been kept open for the commerce of the world, It is we who
have policed its waters, built lighthouses, laid down buoys and
cables, suppressed piracy, put an end to the slave trade, and
controlled the traffic in arms. We have compelled the restless
Arab tribesmen to keep the peace at sea. We have been in Treaty
relations with them for many years past. The necessity of main-
taining our predominant influence in the Gulf has long been an
axiom of British-Indian policy, Lord Lansdowne announced in
the House of Lords on the sth May 1go3 that ' we should
regard the establishment of a naval base or of a fortified port on
the Persian Gulf by any other Power as a very grave menace to
British intecests, and that we should certainly resist it with all
the means at our disposal’. This policy was reaffirmed by Lord






FOREWORD xi
- {nhospitable regions. Owae cares ora cruore uwostraf It is these
men that have built up, bit by bit, a structure that stands to<day.
Will the future bring others to tread in their footsteps? On this
point T have no doubt whatever. The British Empire can always
count upon men to do its work.

Of living authoritics on the Gulf region, few ¢an poinl to a
finer vecord of service than Sir Arnold Wilson. Tew men are
better acquainted with the Middle East as a whole, and with the
Gulf region in particular. Few can be better qualified to paint

e picture in its true colours and to present to English readers
¢ full story of what their countrytacn have achieved. It is with
ry confidence that 1 commend his book to their notice.

L. 8. AMERY,






I
THE PERSIAN GULF

Iniraduciory

NJO arm of the sea has been, or is of greater interest, altke
AN to the geologist and archacologist, the historian and geo-
rapher, the merchant, the statesman, and the student of strategy,
than the inland water known as the Persian Gulf. * The Gulf’, as
we shall hereafter often call it, following the custom of master
iners for three centuries, has a place in the written history of
mankind older than that of any other inland sea; its story can be
raced, though not continuously, from the very earliest historic
s its central position on one of the main highways between
and West has from the dawn of civilization invested it with
jar importance : it was the scene of great events, which de-
ined the trend of development of the human race, while the
Mediterranean was probably still unfurrowed by the keels of
ships. The mass of literature on the subject in half a score of lan-
Quages, of which a proportion only is included in our biblio-
phy, bears eloquent testimony to the continuons interest of
yrope in the subject from the carliest times. Porcuguese ex-
wlorers in the sixteenth, and British, French, and Dutch Trading
LCompanies in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, sought
{0 establish trading monopolies in its waters to the exclusion of
h other, the first named at the point of the sword, the others
more peaceful means.
Though, as a stage in a great line of communication, the Persian
Gulf has at all times had a formidable rival in the Red Sca, at
he commencement of the nineteenth century the envoys of
poleon sought to acquire interests and influence here * in the

+ ' Buoraparte will, 3 much as peesible, avoid the dangers of the Sea, which is nat
elemsent, but, trusting 1o his own exertions and the enthasiasm af kis followers,
vour to sccomplish his objecs, by marching to Aleppa, cros the Euphrates, and
fullowing the example of Alexander, by following the River Euphrates and the
Wlgris, xnd dmn:ﬁng to the Persisn Gulph, and thence procesding along the
st to the Indies”
Henry Dundas,
Secretary of War, to Lard Grenwlle,
13. 6. 1798, {Autopraph letter.)
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than ten per cent, reaches laa: the restis deposited, and probably
hts been deposited since diluvial times, in the Chaldean Lakes.
The silt of the Karkheh is entirely deposited in the marshes : that
of the Karun and 1iz alone reaches without substantial diminu-
tion the bar of the Shatt al Arab.

The Persian Gulf is remarkably shallow for so large an acea
of warce. The sea-floor rises rapidly from an extreme depth
of about 1,800 fathoms in mid-Gulf, off Muscat, to about 8o
fathoms in the Steait of Ormuz, just off Ras Musandam. Within
the Gulf itself, deep soundings range from 40-50 fathoms ind
the line of greatest depth lies much nearer to the Persian coast
than the Arabian, the consequence being that the whole of the
southern shore, tight round to and beyond the Shatt al Arab ex-
tending to Bushire, is extremely shallow and shelving, making it
{mpossible for modern ships of §,6C0 tons or more 1o approach
within five miles of the shore. ‘Uhe 20-fathom line lies 7o miles
off the coast at the mouth of the Shatt al Arab, and 100-rog miles
off Bahrain. The shallowness is intensified by an intricate maze
of shoals and reefs, of great extent, in the southern sweep of
the Gulf—the home of the pearl ayster, for which the Gulf was
fumed even in Nearchus' day and probably far earlier,* and the
petreat of the pirates who infested the Gulf from the Afteenth
century onwards and, indeed, at a far earlier period.

Risinir here and there above the general level of the sea-bed are
lsolated eminences which manifest themselves in the numerous
[slands which dot the expanse of the Gulf, especially its western
part, and mostly at no great distance from the shore. The islands
differ in physical character, however, one from another: whilst
those of the Persian littoral—Shaikh Shuaib, Qishm, Hormuz,
Larak, and Hanjam—are, in places, rocky and scarped, like the
const of which they once formed a part; those near the Arabian
littoral ure little more than shoal ismxd,s and coral islets, though
several are, in geological structure, skin to Hormuz,

The salinity of the waters of the Persian Gulf is low for an in-
land sea. The water is fresher at the head of the Gulf than nearer
the strait, and in summer than in winter, owing firstly to the great
 discharge of the Mesopotamian rivers s and secondly to the

absence of currents from the outer ocean, The water mass 1$ too

\ The Persiam Gulf Pijos, 1924,

+ A cuneiform tables foand at Ur in tga6 by Mr. C. L. Woolley, dated about
socc n.c, tefers w z paccel of * Esh ey’ from Dilmun (2 Bahrain), which may
Mand for pearis. ' 1 Schott ().
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Mean temperature varies as follows :
Basra and Mohammerah  51:8° Fahr. in Jan. to 90:7° in Aug.

Bushire . . £ 8 » 80'4° 5 »
Jask . . . 667° o » 89° » »
Muscat . . DI 50700 - 89-7° ,, June
Bahrain . . , b AT “ 91-2° ,, Aug,

Absolute shade temperatures are :
Absolute Min. Absolute Max.

Basra and Mohammerah . 237° 120°
Bushire . ; : ; 32-0° 115°
Jask . : : : : 41-8° 111-8°
Muscat . . : . 57-5° 114°3°
Bahrain . 40-8° 108-2°

Relative humidity is high throughout the Gulf proper, the maxi-
mum being experienced at Bahrain.

The climate of the Persian Gulf, as a whole, has an unenviable
but undeserved reputation. From November to April inclusive, it
does not suffer from comparison with that of Egypt : cold, dry,and
bracing, Europeans, who have found the short winter of the Indian
plains an all too brief respite from the enervating damp heat of
the summer, here maintain their health and energy to the envy of
their fellows in India. Wherever local or official enterprise has
provided electric light and ice and decent living accommodation,
the healthand efficiency of all concerned have immensely benefited,
and the health of the troops stationed during the war, often in
large numbers, at Bandar Abbas and Bushire, compared most
favourably with that of troops in any part of India.

The Anglo-Persian Oil Company—in whose service some 900
Europeans work, largely in the open, at Abadan, on the oilfields
east of Shushtar, and at half a dozen spots between Khanikin and
Bushire—have amply demonstrated the efficacy and economy of
providing all their employees with proper quarters and the neces-
saryamenities of life in a hot climate, with the result that the health
of the staff is actually better in summer than in winter, and at all
times incomparably better than that of similar categories of
workers in any part of India. The Admiralty have made a similar
discovery and, though the gunboats which patrol the Gulf are
not specially constructed for tropical climates, the provision of
ice, lights, and fans, and of suitable fresh food—notably fruit—
has enabled them to keep their European crews as healthy in the
Persian Gulf as in the Mediterranean.



8 THE PERSIAN GULF

The Arabian coastal region is peopled almost exclusively by
Arabs, but alien elements occur in many of the towns. The Arabs
of Oman belong, according to tradition, to two racial groups:
Yemeni, said to have been the first Arab settlers in this district,
and Nizari or Nasiri, less purely Arab and, for the most part, later
immigrants. A large proportion of the population of Bahrain and
the oases of Hasa and Qatif belong to a race or clan known as
Baharina whose origin is doubtful, but they are regarded either
as an aboriginal tribe conquered and absorbed by the Arabs, or as
a class formed by the conversion of certain Arab tribes to Shiism,
about 300 years ago. The nomads are exclusively Arab or quasi-
Arab. Besides these main elements there are, at various places,
communities of Baluchis, Persians, Indians, and Negroes, the
latter being the outcome of several centuries of slave trade. At the
head of the Persian Gulf the indigenous population is principally
Arab, while, along the Persian littoral from the Shatt al Arab as
far as the Strait of Ormuz, it is composed of a medley of races
and racial blends, of which the most important elements are
Persians and Persian Arabs, the latter of whom may be described
as Arabs under Persian rule who have become denationalized by
settlement, subjection, or inter-marriage. Besides these main ele-
ments there is, in the north, a strong Lur element, while, in the
neighbourhood of Behbehan, a Turkman (Qashqai) strain ap-
pears. Along the Makran coast are a number of tribes claiming
descent from Arabs who either originally settled in Makran or
moved there later from Sind or Kach. On the Persian coast the
hill tribes of Qashqai or Arab origin make periodic migrations
with their flocks from the cold mountain regions (sardsir) to the
warm coastal districts (garmsir) without however actually de-
bouching into the plains.

It is not imgrobabie that the Gulf witnessed the first attempts at
navigation of the most ancient peoples of whom there is histori-
cal record—Sumerians, Elamites, Assyrians, Babylonians, and
Chaldeans—but exact knowledge of the history and geography
of the Persian Gulf, in the centuries immediately preceding the
Christian Era, is exceedingly meagre and fragmentary. What is
known has been gleaned from the works of the Greek and Roman
geographers and historians—Ptolemy, Strabo, Pliny, and others
—who give not inconsiderable though often conflicting and con-
tradictory information about the places and people of the Arabian
shore, but very little regarding the opposite littoral. They say
enough, however, to show that the peoples around the Persian
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Gulf shores were, even as carly as those days, not unused to its
witers as a means of communication for commercial as well as
military purposes. [n the seventh century n.o. Sennacherid con-
structed a feet which proceeded against the Chaldeans {(who had
taken refuge in the towns of the sea-coast of Elam) from Bab
Salimeti, near the Euphrates mouth, to the mouth of the Karun
River {distant rco miles and, then, having a separate outow into
the Gulf down the Khor Musa past Qubban}, and suceesstully
looted and broke up their settlements, Coming down to the
fourth century a.0., we read of raids on the Persian coast, made
by Arabs of Bahrain and the adjacent distreicts, being common,
till Shapur made a naval reprisal in the Persian Gulf which was
completely successful,

But during all these centuries, though absolute proof of exten-
pive communication with the outer world beyond the narrow
limits of the waters of the Gulf is wanting, there is high proba-
bility of trade with India and farther east. Then came an epoch-
muking event:

“T'he vovage of Nearchus'{326-325 8.c.), says Vincent, *from che Tndus
to the Fuphrates is the first cvent of general importance to ounkind, in the
hitory of navigation ; and if we discover the comgrehensive penius of
Alexander in the conception of the design, the ahiliies of Neaschus in the
execution of it are equally conspicuous. Historical fucts demand anr attention
i propertion 1o the interest we feel, or the consequences we derive from
them ; and the consequences of this voyage were such, that as, in the first
Imtance, it vpened a communication berween Eurnpe and the mesr distane
countries of Asiz, 50, ar a later period, was it the source and origin of the
Portuguese discoveries, the foundation of the greatsst commercial system
ever inteaduced into the world 3 and consaquently the primary cusse, how-
ever remote, of the British establishments in India.*

Following this great achievement, in the sixth century Noshirwan
of Persia, fired by the desive for conquest in Arahia, fAtted out a
great expedition and sailed down the Gulf from U Lulla (Apelo-
jos), an important mart of commerce with |ndia, situated near the
mouth of the Euphrates, douhled Ras al Hadd (Oman), and,
coasting along the scuthern shores of Arabia, seached Aden,
Gradually the veil is lifted, and we learn more fully of the mari-
fime happenings in the Gulf, It is now to the loag succession of
Arab and Persian geographers and historians, who wrote between
the ninth and early part of the seventeenth centuries, that we rurn
for enlightenment on the conditions and activities of the peoples

* Vincent (3), pp. 1 &
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I'he marine and terrestrial fauna, the flora, and the geology of
this region have never heen systematically studied, as they should
have been, by the highly competent experts available in India,
and, though we have surv ed, it is true, a large part of the Gulf,
it has not been systematically undertaken and itis not an unknown
occurrence for a ship to strike an uncharted rock. We poured out
money like water in fruitless endeavours 10 Suppress the Arms
Traffic, but grudged the comparatively trifiing sums necessary for
 yuch purposes. In these directions a fresh orientation of the bene-
' volent policy pursued by Great Britain for over a century is
pecessary, if we arc to retain in the twentieth century the honour-
able position vouchsafed to us by our efforts in other spheres of
activity in earlier years.

The trade monopoly of the East India Company, in its corporate
gapacity, ¢ame to an end about 1813, and gradually, under
ssure of events in Europe, a political as well as a commercial
 policy was inaugurated and the direction of Persian Gulf affairs
was assumed by the Government of Bombay, to pass, none too
soon, from their feehle and incompetent hands into those of the
Government of India. Tawards the close of the nineteenth cen-
tury, rival interests again sought a footing in the Persian Gulf,
I'he French, whose status in Muscat was nominally identical with
that of Great Britain, desired to secure 2 coaling station there in
1895: Russia, in the endeavour to enlarge her sphere of influence,
 went various missions thither, ostensibly to establish a * warm
| water port ' to serve as a constant outlet for her trade, and heavily
subsidized 2 line of steamers from the Black Sea; Turkey
assumed control of native states on the western littoral, claiming
suzerainty over Hasa and Bahrain and even Oman, and endea-
voured to bring within her orbit the long autonomous principality
of Kuwait; while Germany, in pursuance of her QOriental policy
and the realization of her dream of a through route from Ham-
burg to the Persian Gulf, spared no pains to ubtain a solid footing
under the guise of commercial expansion, and urged the Young
Turksand Young Persians alike to further efforts in the supposed
interests of their respective countries,

I'he changes wrought in the Persian Gulf by the World War
were not less profound or less perplexing than in Europe. The
Armistice found Great Britain in a d2 fasts position which ap-

\eared stronger than ever before. Russia was in temporary eclipse;
I'urkey had been cut off, apparently for ever, from CGull waters ;
Cermany had suffered a reverse from which she would scarcely
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recover in a generation ; the French, whose attitude at Muscat up
to 1914 had seldom been helpful and was sometimes one of
avowed obstruction verging on hostility, were our comrades in
arms in Europe ; Ibn Saud, our subsidized ally and protagonist
in Central Arabia, had extinguished all his rivals; the war had
enriched in many ways the maritime Arab principalities, who one
and all had the satisfaction of feeling that they were on the win-
ning side; we were in temporary military occupation of nearly
every port on the Persian side of the Gulf, and the South Persia
Rifles, under British guidance, had defeated our enemies, which
were equally those of the Persian Government, in Kirman and
Shiraz and in many other inland towns.

A reaction was inevitable, and was not unforeseen by those on
the spot. Our subsidies to Ibn Saud were bound to come to an
end sooner or later :—and, with them, our only title to control or
influence the ruler of Nejd and Hasa. The inflated value of the
rupee, which rose during the war from its normal parity of 1s. 44.
to double this figure, was bound to fall, and to involve even sub-
stantial merchants in bankruptcy, and our Consuls and Agents
in endless claims on the part of British merchants unable to
obtain payment for goods delivered. The military occupation was
bound to terminate, and with it the fertilizing stream of British
gold : as the seven fat kine were the precursors of seven lean, so
the prosperous years of the war had their profitless successors.
The produce of the Persian Gulf—wool, wheat, barley, hides—
became temporarily unsaleable : the market for pearls alone was
unaffected or even improved, thanks to the greatly increased
demand for pearls from the United States and from South
America, to many of whose citizens, fabulously enriched by the
prices they were able to extort from Europe for essential com-
modities, this form of wealth seems to have made an irresistible
appeal, to the great advantage of Bahrain and, doubtless, to the
despair of the various Customs Administrations.

The aspirations for independence of King Husain, of the Egyp-
tians, Syrians, and Mesopotamians, had no counterpart in the
Arabian littoral: there, except at Muscat, we had nowhere landed
troops, or had resort to measures of compulsion in the prosecution
of the war : resentment at the measures taken by us between 1909
and 1912 for the suppression of the Arms Traffic still lingered in
places, but no leader arose to fan the embers into flame. In Oman,
1t was realized on all sides that the measures taken by us to protect

* They were finally discontinued in 1923.
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Muscat from a threatened invasion, in 1916, by the tribal forces
of the self-constituted and all but universally recognized Imam,
were inevitable and necessary and aroused no resentment. On
this side of the Gulf, therefore, the reaction was mild.

On the Persian side, where the szatus quo ante bellum had been
more violently disturbed, first by hostile German agencies and
later by the vigorous measures taken by us to combat them, the
reaction was proportionately severe. The central Government in
Tehran, jealous of the independence of Persia which they ima-
gined to be menaced by our policy, set themselves to purge the
country of foreign influences, and as the English were, for
practical purposes, the only foreign element in South Persia, it
was against British influence, in every form, that the energies of
local officials were directed. Officials known to be on friendly
terms with the British were removed : notables with pro-British
tendencies were persecuted : those who had fought against us,
even though outlawed at the time by their own Government,
were decorated and rewarded: Persians in British employ were
threatened. On the common people the campaign had little effect,
and British travellers amongst the villagers and tribes received,
and still receive from them, at all times and almost in all places, a
cordial and often affectionate welcome.

Amongst the merchant classes in Persia, for reasons given above,
and amongst the younger generation who had received some edu-
cation, the seed fell on more favourable soil. The inselligentsia had
seldom secured employment with the British forces; more often
had they lost it, when sinecure offices were abolished on British
advice.

Some of them, too, were anxious to see the last of us on national
grounds : patriotism is a plant which bears strangely different
flowers in different soils and in different ages; and its fruit is
sometimes bitter. Persians love their country and their fellow men
not less genuinely and perhaps more deeply than many western
races, but in times of emergency they are apt to summon racial
prejudice and religious intolerance to their aid with such effect,
that a movement, which may be genuinely patriotic in its origin,
appears on the surface to be an artificial agitation created by a few
self-seeking men and vulgar intriguers working on the emotions
of an ignorant mob. So it was, only too often in South Persia, to
the distress of many well-meaning Englishmen who, conscious
that they were whole-heartedly seeking to forward the best inter-
ests of Persia, as they understood them, were unable to fathom
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the deep-rooted antipathy manifested towards them by the leaders
of public opinion.

More than once, in past decades, have British counsels been
darkened by our inability to put any generous interpretation on
the mixed motives of our opponents. Too often have we, and with
us many Persians, judging men by their worst hours and most
equivocal actions, seen in the desire of a people for a more active
share in the shaping of their national destinies no more than the
ambition of the idle scions of well-to-do families for the spoils of
office. Until recently we have been unable to make an ‘act of
faith ’ in the bona fides of the progressive party in Persia. We
have ignored progressive movements because we knew, better

erhaps than most Persians, the ignoble ambitions of some of the
eaders, movements which might well have been forgotten in the
greatness of the ultimate potential issues: and our tendency to take
a narrow view has been accentuated by the fact that the leaders of
Eolitical movements have generally resided at Tehran, or on the

ersian plateau, so that British Consular Officers in the Persian
Gulf have seldom been able to make personal contact with them,
and have perforce judged movements primarily on their local
manifestations and by their often disreputable local exponents.

This phase, too, has passed and, thanks to the patience of
British diplomacy and the good sense of Persians in authority, both
military and civil, all over Persia, the good-will of Great Britain
is now more widely recognized than at any time since 1907, and
the official and mercantile classes alike are beginning to realize
that the publicly declared object of British policy ‘ to maintain
the integrity and independence of Persia ’ is no mere diplomatic
fiction but an essential part of British world policy and strategy :
but much remains to be done to enlighten the public, both in
Persia and elsewhere, as to the history and aims of British policy
in Persia. Notwithstanding the classic researches of Professor
E. G.Browne and the monumental works of the late Lord Curzon,
and, later, of Sir Percy Sykes, there still remains a great field, the
fringes only of which are touched by this book, for those who
would study the records of British policy in Persia in an historical
spirit. Of material for such researches there is no lack; it is in
our power, and it is our duty, to learn from and to profit by the
mistakes of past generations. If we are to do so we may look for-
ward with confidence to the future, bearing in mind that if we
lower our standard in history we cannot uphold it in our national
life and international relations. Magna est veritas, praevaler.
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Lastly, while ample facilities exist in England for the study of
Persian literature and thought, it is less casy for a student to gain
from lectures, or from any books however well written, an insight
Into the many subtleties of Persian character and an appreciation
of the Persian outlook on life. Tt is the business of tgosc whom
‘we send to Persia to learn to understand Persian character: the
Amusement, contempt, or even tepulsion, which human observ-
\grs, wedded to their own ways of life, are apt to feel for a mode
l'ifc which differs vitally from their own, cannot hut give way,
on deeper acquaintance, to a measure of sympathetic understand-
Ing. TLere is a real need for more books which will encourage
1 his tendency, without drifting into needless apologetics more likely
0 offend than instruct. The study of Persian travel-literature is
an imporeant aid in this direction, and if this book hclgs to foster
It in any measure, the writer, deeply conscious of his lack of
gxperience and of the inadequacy of his pen to do justice to his
theme, will be well content.
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I

PRIMITIVE MAN IN THE PERSIAN
GULF AND OMAN

Less did the Thracian hills Orpheus admire,

For now he sang how through the vasty void

Were gathered once the seeds of all those things

In earth and air and sea and liquid fire

That grew together—till the young orbed world

Itself was shaped—then how the solid earth

Separate became, and all the waters wide

Were prison’d by degrees in the sea’s cup.

Virei, Eclogue V1, Cardew’s trans.
THE land masses of North Africa, of Arabia, and of Persia,
as we now know them, commenced to take their present

shape in Miocene times, but in this period of the earth’s history
the collapsed area of the Red Sea was connected with the Medi-
terranean along its present alinement.

At the beginning of the Pliocene period, which for our purposes
we may assume to have ended about half a million years ago,
the Red Sea trough was cut off from the Mediterranean and
invaded by the waters of the Indian Ocean and, in the Middle
Pliocene, a bay of the marine area now represented by the Medi-
terranean still extended as far as the desert of Palmyra. In the
early part of the Miocene period the great Mediterranean Sea
was continuous throughout the present Kurdistan-South Persian
mountain belt. A marked withdrawal of the sea then followed
and great deposits of salt and gypsum were formed in isolated
lagoons. In Middle Miocene the sea again advanced and occupied
a great part of its former extent, but towards the end of the period
the connexion between Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean was
finally interrupted. In early Pliocene times the Persian Gulf was
confined to a narrow strip along the present coastal plain of Persia,
but only extending as far as Laristan. Farther to the north-west,
along the present foot-hill belt, this depressed zone was marked by
great fresh-water and brackish lakes in which the Bakhtiari series
of sands and conglomerates were deposited, in one place to a
thickness of 15,000 feet—a testimony to the vertical depth of
these depressions.

The mighty folding movements which formed the great Zagros
mountain ranges took place principally during the Pliocene
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period, reaching their maximum intensity towards the end, The
pressure came from the north-east and, as a result, the depressed
Enc of the Bakhtiari lakes was displaced to the south-west, form-
Ang the present Persian Gulf and the great sunken Jand of Meso-
otamia, The Armbian foreland, on the other hand, was a stable
jid block almose completely undisturbed by the advancing
‘waves of the Persian folding, Oman forms an exception: it is a
eign clement in the structure of Aralia. It was strongly folded
middle Cretaceous ime, although its great elevation took place
ter.
Fhe enormous pressure caused by these mountain-building pro-
ses produced curious secondary phencnema in the Persian
If region. In the Cambrian period (almost the earliest geo-
pgical period from which life is known) a thick deposit of salt
yad been formed which had remained chroughout the succeeding
ges entombed in the rocks. Salt under pressure is quite plastic

d can flow just as ice can flow in a glacier. The pressure of the
mountzin-building movements squeezed out this salt from its
pesting-place in the bowels of the carth, and it reached the surface
many places as cylindrical plugs four ro six miles in diameter.
The islands of Hormuz, Hanjam, Larak, Abu Musa, and many
others are such salt plugs, while on the mainland they form great
e mountains up to 3,0co feet high, such as the Kub-i-Namak
of Dashtistan and of Laristan, "The volcanic rocks, the iron and
topper ores and other rocks, normally foreign to this part of
Persia, ave samples of lower strara which have been brought up
b{ the salt in its uprizing.
 While these events were taking place in South-west Perzia there
was ereat volcanic activity in Central Persia and in Arabia.
Great eruptions of hasalt probably continued throughout Pleisto-
cene and even into historical times, from Damascus to Mecca, a
gone marked to-day at frequent incervals by great sheets of lava,
knowsn to the Arabs as darra,!

If early man existed in the Persian Gulf area (and it is improbable
that the warm and hospitable shores of the Arabian continent were
untenanted when the highlands of Arabia were cccupied) his

¢ ‘T'he story of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah may well ke 2 tradition
0w enely erapnian ia the Dead Sex repion. accempanied by an emission of raphthy
wnld pas, cauging 2 loml conflagration destructive of kumae Bfe in the localing.
Jehel Uiz, the reputad site of Sadam, is 4 s2lt dome of similar gealogical characier
tn the it islands ot the Penian Galf. Thy vprise of the salt contivued into late
Iilovial times and peobrbiy even later,
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remains must, for the most part, have been overlaid by subsequent
marin. and fluviatile deposits or buried deep in silt, for no traces
of early man in this region before post-Neolithic times have yet
been found. But they may yet be discovered, for though the
“ eoliths ’ collected in Belgium from Miocene deposits have not
yet been generally accepted as such, those from gravels lining the
sides of the present Nile valley are rather better attested,' and
¢ Chellean ’ implements, dating from the second or third Glacial
Ages (say, 400,000 B. c. to 100,000 B C.), have been found on
the surface in Iran and Arabia. There is, however, no proof that
Neolithic man existed in Chaldea or Susiana: the instruments
of polished stone found at Susa and Bushire cannot reasonably
be ascribed to an earlier period than post-Neolithic.5 !

But on the shores of the Indian Ocean and of its prolpngations
there may never have been a Stone Age: some writer's suppose
that a Wood and Shell Age preceded the earliest Stone Age:
here, if anywhere, early man would have used sharp sheells and
hardened wood for his needs, and it seems probable that such
implements were used to the virtual exclusion of stone or ilron far
into historic times, for, when Nearchus sailed up the Persiain Gulf
in 32§ B. C., the tribes he encountered along the Baluchistain coast
had no iron, nor clothing other than skins. :

Arrian, writing of the tribes between Karachi and the 1modern
Ormara, says:+ ‘ They had Spears of six Cubits long, baut their
Points were not of iron, but Wood sharpen’d, and hardlen’d in

the fire . . . they had no Iron among them; and the Skins of
wild Beasts, or those of the larger sort of Fish, serv’d tthem for
Clothing. . . . Those who were taken, were found to be hairy all

over their Bodies, as well as their Heads, and to have Naiils sharp
and long, like the Paws of wild beasts.’ :

This is, in all probability, a very fair picture of the mmanner of
life of early man in this region from the earliest times, p'ersisting
in some cases (e. g. the Shihuh of Cape Musandam) intil the
present day.s Nor can we doubt that the primitive fishang craft
still in use are survivals of the highest antiquity. A sorit of cata-

v Cambridge Ancient History, vol. i, p. 11. ‘s Ibid., p. 44.

3 Pézard, M. 4 Rooke, vol. ii', p. 249.

5 Arrian’s references to the Ikhthyophagi might also have been wr'ltten in the
twentieth century : ‘ Some of them are profess’d Fishermen, tho’ few have Boats
for that purpose, or understand much how to catch Fish artfully : for 1they get the
greatest quantity of theirs when the Tide leaves the Shore. Some of tliem indeed,
make Nets, of two Stadia in length, and make use of the inner Rind of I* 2lm Trees,
which they twist together, as we do Hemp : But when the Tide fallsav L+, and the
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maran is still used at Muscat by the islanders of Socotra who
call there during the fishing season: it is called ramas, and is
made of three logs about six feet long, roped together with coir,
the central log being the longest.

Not less remarkable is the skaska in use on the Batina coast.
It is made solely of date sticks, two bunches of which are tied
together at the small end to form the stem, the thick ends being
joined to form the skeleton of the boat, which is filled up with
palm bark and coco-nut fibre: they are about twelve feet long
and can only hold one or two men, who sit in it half immersed
in the water. Though apparently very fragile, these boats are so
elastic that they stand the heaviest surf and are used for fishing
and for communicating with native craft anchored off shore. The
hoori, a canoe or dug-out made of a single tree, is also extensively
used. All alike are, by reason of their size and shape, as remarked
by Nearchus, ‘ row’d not with Oars, over the Side, according to
the Grecian Manner, but with Paddles, which they thrust into
the Water, as Diggers do their Spades into the Earth ".x

To the habits, born of economic necessity, acquired in these
waters by coastal tribes in the earliest ages of mankind of eating
dried and sometimes putrescent fish, and by their European cave-
men contemporaries of eating meat in a similar condition, we may
reasonably ascribe the modern tolerance of Arabs and riparian
Persians and Indians to stale fish, and of Europeans to ‘ high’
venison and game, the products now, as in former days, of the
chase,

Oman, and indeed the whole Persian Gulf, is an almost virgin
field of exploration for the study of early man: no more remu-
nerative task awaits the scientist than the elucidation of some of
the problems here touched on. For it was along the shores of the
Persian Gulf that three races of primitive man first met: the
Sea leaves their Shores, they find vast plenty of Fish in the small Gullets, or hollow
places, where the Shore is not quite flat . . . the small ones . . . they immediately
eat raw, the larger and tougher sort they lay in the Sun to roast, and afterwards
rub them to Powder and make Bread thereof, and some mix this Powder and the
Flower of Wheat together. . . . But those who inhabit the most desolate Parts, which
produce neither Trees nor Fruits, live wholly upon Fish. Few sow any Corn, and
even those who do, eat the Bread instead of Meat, and Fish instead of Bread. They
build their Houses in this manner : the richer Sort among them, gather up the Bones
of Whales, or such other large Fish, as they find cast upon the Shore, and use the

smaller Bones for Rafters, and those of a larger size for Door-posts ; but the people
of inferior Rank, build with the Ribs, and Backbones of other Fish.” Rooke, vol. ii,

p- 257-
T Rooke, vol. ii, p. 255.
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obscure, but somewhat better attested, regions of early history,
it is necessary to refer briefly to the probable trend of climatic
changes, which, as already remarked, have been the chief and
controlling factor in determining the development and movement
of the human race.

Recent investigations lay greater stress on geographical factors,
such as the distribution of land and water, the elevation or depres-
sion of the region, and other conditions favourable to intense
snow-fall at certain places and seasons, than to those astronomical
explanations—mutation of the earth’s axis or precession of the
seasons—which were formerly popular. It is at all events certain
that the severest glaciations occurred in periods of submergence,
and that the repeated relaxations of glacial austerity coincide with
greater exposures of land-surfaces, and with a continental climate,
drier rather than warmer, since dry air, however cold, precipitates
little snow.:

The four glacial periods of Europe are represented in a fourfold
pluvial sequence in the Nile valley, and glacial maxima in the
New World seem to repeat the relative intensity of successive
maxima of the European Ice Age. The question has as yet
scarcely been studied in the Persian Gulf region, but it seems
quite probable that similar pluvial sequences can be traced.
Throughout the foothills area to the north-east, and along the
Euphrates border to the west, there are invariably traces of river
terraces, usually three in number, the highest of which has a
relative height of about 9o feet. In places around the shores of
the Persian Gulf and all round the South Arabian coast there are
well-defined raised beaches at heights of from 100 to 200 feet
above sea level. And the last pluvial epoch, which was drawing
to its close at the beginning of historical time, may have been
responsible for the great alluvial plains of south-western Persia
and of Mesopotamia. Until the diluvial debris became continuous
along the western slopes of the Zagros the Persian Gulf extended,
though probably not continuously,? at least to the point where
the Tigris emerges from the foothills of Kurdistan.

* Cambridge Ancient History, vol. i, p. 18.

2 The great Batin channel, rising in the Central Arabian highlands, draining an
area of some 150,000 square miles and debouching near Zubair on the west, and
the vast masses of sediments brought down by the Karkheh and Karun, draining
between them some 200,000 square miles in the Zagros range, probably created,
before man arrived in this region, a vast bar. Behind this barrier were formed the

Chaldean Lakes, in which was deposited the silt brought down by the Tigris and
Euphrates.
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THE PERSIAN GULF IN THE EARLIEST
HISTORICAL TIMES

Here is a crucible, whers human kind
Was scarched and buffeted by sun and wind
Untl the droes was shattered, and the gald
Repaid God’s alchemy an hundradfchd.
Loxo Lavymer, Dewaland Ssmgs

HE very early history of the Persian Gulf and of the regions
- & round its shores is Jargely conjectural and hypothetical, Qur
knowledge of it is based mainly on mythology, on deductions
from ancient historical records that have come down to us, such
“us the Old Testament, cuneiform inscriptions on tablets, of which
more and more are coming to light, and on the deductions of
anthropologists, from the skulls and bones of early and modern
- races respectively.

It is fairly clear that, at a very early date, say 16,000 B.C., three
separare branches of mankind were represented on the shores of
the Gulf: the Dravidian, t'eprt:?.c:ﬂu:t'}J by the Oritae, along the
Makean coast, now merged in their Baluch conquerors; the
Semitic, on the Arabian coast, who had probablyalready displaved
or absorbed rthe aboriginal * Hamitic ' Eur-African, or negrito
ahorigines ; and the proto-Elamitic branch, at the head of the
Guif and as far east as Bushire,

By the Semites is generally understood the group of peoples
known in later times as the Arameans (Syrians, &c.) in the sorth,
the Babylonians and the Assyrians in the cast, the Arabs in the
south, and the Phocaicians, Hebrews, and Moabites in the west,
They are the inhabitants of the region bounded by the Taurus
and the mountains of Armenta and Iran, the Persian Gulf, the
Indian Occan and the Red Sea, Egypt, and the Mediterranean.
T'his area has been well described as a ' fertile crescent . It is
approximately a semicircle, open to the south, with the moun-
- tains behind and, in front. the desere with its cases and scanty
1 Rras-‘;-lnnds . the western horn of the créscent strecches along the

lediterranean, the eastern reaches the Persitan Gulf and extends
to Bushire, By a not too bold generalization, rhe history of
south-west Asia has been styled *an age-long strugple between

.
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Another tablet which appears to be an account of the continua-
tion of the same campaign, records that Sargon’s successor,
Naram-Sin, conquered the King of Apirak and his ally the King
of Magan. This word is a compound of the Sumerian word Ma,
“ship ’, and was so named because its inhabitants were a sea-going
people, whilst a text of the period of the King of Ur, Dungi (24 50
B.C.), from Lagash, speaks of the shipwrights of Magan. Sumer-
ian inscriptions consistently combine Magan with Meiukhkha ;
the latter was probably a land on the south coast of the Persian
Gulf, but, as the early navigators pushed their voyages farther, the
ships rounded the coast of Arabia and came into the Red Sea,
and the names of Magan and the neighbouring Melukhkha
gradually extended westward with the result that, in late times,
to the Assyrians, Melukhkha meant Ethiopia. The great blocks
of diorite, of granite, and of basalt in its prismatic pillar form,
which still lie about on the mounds of Abu Shahrain, south of
Ur, are trophies of Magan, or of some land on the road to
Magan, though, it may be, the basalt came down the Euphrates
from the volcanic deposits of Kurdistan, and some of the diorite
may have come from Jabal Sanam south of Zubair. That it did
not come, for the most part, from Egypt seems clear, as the
famous black diorite of Magan differs geologically from that of
Egypt,* though its actual origin has not yet been ascertained.

Magan was called the mountain of copper: a Sumerian epic
refers to it as the land of dolerite. Gudea, King of Lagash (c. 2600
B. C.), also mentions the timber which came from Magan, Melukh-
kha, Gubi, and Dilmun. It was a land famous for goats, and in the
Sumerian legend or Epicof Paradise of Dilmun thedeity of Magan
is called Nindulla, i. e. * Queen of the flocks . The reference to
Magan as the copper mountain seems to indicate the inclusion with-
in its boundaries of Jabal Akhdhar of Oman, where copper exists ;
and there seems good reason to regard Magan as synonymous with
Oman, for diorite, dolerite, copper, and goats are all to be found
there, and the timber was probably imported from India and
re-exported thence, as it still is to-day. The dates also of Magan
are associated in the syllabaries with those of Dilmun and

* Cambridge Ancient History, vol. i, p. 416.

* On Hanjam Island lie some boulders of granite or diorite, the largest weighing
several tons, which have been forced to the surface from a great depth by a salt-
plug (vide p. 19); great blocks of similar stone are to be seen near Ur and Abu
Shahrain, and the importation of such stone from * Magan’, in the days of Gudea,
King of Lagash, is referred to in contemporary inscriptions.
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‘We must not omit to inquire who were the skilled navigators
sponsible for what must have constituted, long before our era,
considerable and increasing volume of trade. The theory ad-
‘wanced by Dr. Theodore Bent was that they were Phoenicians,
‘and that this race was responsible for the construction, over a very
Jong period of years, of the vast number of sepulchral tombs that
» to be seen in Bahrain Island, the existence and origin of which
I one of the most fascinating of archacological problems.: This
wiew, however, does not commend itself to modern scholars.
The Phoenicians were Semites; their language differs only dia-
Jectically from Hebrew, and is related to Assyrian: it is certain
that they can no longer be credited with the invension of writing,
hough, as merchants and traders, they no doubt did their share
n spreading this art westwards, and it is known that in 1700 8.C.
' they were importing papyrus from Egypt to their settlemeats on
. the Syrian coast. There was a Minoan sea-power long before the
Phoenicians are named in history, and the people we call Phoe-
 picians are merely the heirs of an old-established system of inter-
- gourse. How much intercourse and movement he outside our
records must of course be entirely conjectural. It is at least certain
that the * Semitic ' world was no secluded one. A vivid picture
of Photnician traffic is given in Ezckiel's description of Tyre;?
and Hebrew and Greek writers concur in representing the
| Phoenicians as skilful and daring navigators who made long
voyages and brought back the productions of distant lands to
exchangre with their more sedentary neighbours. Unfortunately,
no trace of their native literature remains, the lenpth and
precise directions of their distant voyages are not known with
vertainty, and whether they actually navigated the Fastern waters
is open to doubt. They ¢laimed an historical tradition extending
over qo,000 vears, Herodotus, however, was told chat Tyre had
been founded 2,300 vears previously, buc it is impessible to sub-
stantiate this. He says that the Phoenicians claim to have come
from the Persian Gulf,s hut we have no sort of evidence in sup-
sort of this statement, and quite another rradition {mentioned by
S:’sﬁn, xviil, 3) associates them with the Dead Sea.  Strabo “says
*I'he merchants of Gerra generally casry the Arabian merchandise ané
sromatics by Land; but Aristobulus says, on the contrary, that they fre-
¢ Bernt (1), 2 Chap. XXVII
1 The Persian Jearned anen 2y 1hat the Pheeniciars . . . cume 1o ony seas from
the sma which is valied Red, srd having rettlad in the county which they il
et gy, at once hegan to mabe Jung voyepes.” Heradotws, L3, ¢ XVL G 3. 4.
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quently travel into Babylonia on rafts, and thence sail up the Euphrates to
Thapsacus * with their cargoes, but afterwards carry them by land to all
parts of the country. On sailing further (i. e. south from Gerra), there are
other islands, Tyrus and Aradus, which have temples resembling those of
the Phoenicians. Theinhabitantsof these islands (if we are to believe them) say
that the islands and cities bearing the same name as those of the Phoenicians
are their own colonies.* These islands are distant from Teredon ten days’ sail,
and from the promontory at the mouth of the gulf at Makae one day’s sail.”

Both Herodotus and Strabo thus implicitly indicate the existence
of places of trade activity, and the presence of ‘ Phoenicians’ on
the shores of the Persian Gulf.

Pliny 3 gives a description of the same coast. He says:

‘ We will now proceed to describe the coast (i. e. of Arabia) after leaving
Charax,* which was first explored by order of King Epiphanes. We first
came to the place where the mouth of the Euphrates formerly existed, the
river Salsus, and the Promontory of Chaldone, from which spot, the sea
along the coast, for an extent of fifty miles, bears more the aspect of a series
of whirlpools, than of ordinary sea; the river Achenus, and then a desert
tract for a space of one hundred miles, until we come to the island of Ichara;
the gulf of Capeus, on the shore of which dwell the Gaulopes and the
Chateni, and then the gulf of Gerra. Here we find the city of Gerra, five
miles in circumference, with towers built of square blocks of salt. Fifty
miles from the coast, lying in the interior, is the region of Attene, and
opposite to Gerra is the island of Tylos,s as many miles distant from the
shore; it is famous for the vast number of its pearls, and has a town of the
same namej in its vicinity there is a smaller island (Aradus), distant from
a promontory on the larger one twelve miles and a half.’

The necropolis on Bahrain Island, to which reference has
already been made, extends for some miles from a point near Abu
Ali, a considerable village on the northern part of the island,
about six miles south-west of the port of Manama. It consists of
a vast area of mounds or tumuli, the largest being from forty to
fifty yards through and from forty to fifty feet in height. Those
which were opened and studied by Captain Durand in 1879, and
Theodore Bent in 1889, and, in 19067, by Major (now Lt.-Col.)
Prideaux, all show considerable similarity of plan.t

! Situated on the Euphrates, just above the modern Raqqga.

* The little port of Sur on the Oman coast closely resembles in appearance the
Phoenician port of the same name on the Syrian coast. 3 VI. 32.

4 Or Charax Spasinu, originally founded by Alexander, situated somewhere
between the mouths of the Tigris and Euphrates ; possibly the modern Moham-
merah. 5 The Tyrus of Strabo (present-day Bahrain).

¢ See, Durand, E. L. ; Bent, J.'T. (1) ; Rawlinson, H. C.(7) ; and Pridcaux, F.B.
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Of the mounds so far investigated, the entrance faces west ; the
building is two-storied, of carefully hewn blocks of stone, the
lower stary being more lofty than the upper. On hoth sides of a
passagre or corridor, leading to the east, are niches or chambers
which were designed to held © ¢ists |, stacked one above the other.
The roof of the passage is formed of transverse blocks of flat
stone, laid from wall to wall, and the lateer, where stall intact,
ure covered with coarse-grained plaster. There are smuail holes
beside the niches, in which apparently woeden bars could he
placed right across the corridor, on which offerings to the dead and
yotive gifts were to be hung. In one of the larger moundsexamined
by Durand, the chambers oxn cither side of the passage measured
roughly seven feet in length, three feet in breadeh, and five and a
half feet in hesght. Fe found a black stone, inscribed with Assyrian
characters, which was deciphered by Sic Henry Rawlinson.:

There 38 as yet na clue to the historical origin of these tombs.
Bones of men and animals were found, including two skulls, small
portions of an ivory ox, fragments of circular boxes, a golden
umulet, and quantities of whole and broken earthenware vessels
ornamented in 2 peculiar fashion wich black stripes. No trace of
any inscriptions has yet been discovered, and these finds do not

ive 2 secure foundation for any archacological hypothesis.  Mr,
x'lackay, who made a fresh investigation in 1924, is understosd to
have reached the conclusion that the sire was prohably a sacred
burial ground, towhich corpses were brought from the mainland for
Interment : the nature of the pottery, the confused position of the
bones, the predominance of male remains, and the absence of any
populous centre on the mainland all point to this conclusion.

The plan on which the tombs are built agrees in seriking fashion
with those known of the Phoenicians 3 this was even noticed by
Strabno, who says rhat * the islands Tyrus and Aradus have temples
resembling those of the Phoenicians .= The use of the double
chamber or sepulchre has a Phoenician parallel, for there are
examples of two-storied tombs in the cemetery of Ameit in Phoe-
nicia, in Sardinta, and at Carchage. The similarity of the place-
names, Tylus—Tyrus and Aradus 3 {given to the islands by both
Strabo and Pliny} in the Persian Gulf] and Sur and Arvad an the
I'noenician coasr, is alse noteworchy, but in Rawlinsen’s opinion
inconclusive regarding their cummon origin,

Taeodore Bent, relying an these facts alone, called the tombs

' Op. it + X1 3.
+ Maubarrag Lsland 15 still sometimes called Arad by the Arabs.
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‘ Phoenician ’ without further consideration, but on this matter
Dr. D. G. Hogarth remarks: ‘ The evidence for calling them
Phoenician is worth practically nothing in the light of more recent
research. The evidence on which the conclusion was arrived at
was certain ivories in the British Museum originally found by
Layard at Nimrud, which were put down as Phoenician because
it was not then known that anybedy else was capable of producing
that kind of art. We now know that it is not in any way impos-
sible that they should have been produced by peoples of North
Syria, or by the Assyrians themselves, and the great bulk of
authority now declares that they are not Phoenician.’t

It results from the foregoing remarks, that the extent to which the
Phoenicians were, if at all, engaged in trade, or resident in the
Persian Gulf, is unknown or doubtful ; it is, however, certain
that important trade centres existed at several points on the
Arabian shore from the remotest ages, and there is no reason to
think that sea-borne traffic was otherwise than continuous during
the first four millennia before our era.

Babylonian trade on the Persian Gulf. That the Babylonians pos-
sessed a maritime, as well as a fluvial navigation of their own,
may be gathered from various sources. The ancient authors are
unanimous in describing the Babylonians as a people fend' of
magnificence and accustomed to a multitude of artificial wants,
which they could not have supplied except by commerci:l rela-
tions with many countries, some of which were remote. Doibtless
many of these commodities were brought overland ; othrs, on
the other hand, could only be obtained from overseas. 'n con-
sequence of the very favourable position of Babylon it Jecame
the principal state of western Asia, and nature seemed 0 have
formed it for the great seat of the international comnerce of
Asia. Situated between the Indus and the Mediterraneas, it was
the natural mart of such precious wares of the East is were
esteemed in the West. Witness its proximity to the Persin Gulf,
the great highway of trade which nature seems to have jrepared
for the admission of seafaring nations of the Indian £as into
the midst of Asia, especially when considered in conneyon with
its vicinity to the two great rivers Euphrates and Tiris, the
continuation, as it were, of this great highway, and oening a
communication with the Euxine and Caspian Seas.

When we come down to the later or Neo-Babylonia period,

* G.¥., 1920; Ivi, Dec,
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the possibilities of transport by the way of the Gulf were clearly
the object of royal atcention. Nebuchadnezzar 11 (604—561 v, ¢.)
mw fit to construct a harbour in the swamps, and huilt the
town of Teredon? to the west of the Euphrates, One of his
objects wis to protect his country against Arab raids. Vincent
gryposcs that the destruction of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar had
its object the extension of Indian commerce to the Persian
Gulf and Babylon, and from thence, through the empire of this
King, to Damascus and Syria. He quotes a fragment of Abydenus
woncerning the works designed by Nebuchadnezzar near Baby-
Jon, according to which the latter made two canals, constructed
,gﬁt sluices, confined the waters of the Tigris by a dam, and
built the city of Teredon as a defence aganst the incursions
of the Arahs. This city, he says, situated at the mouth of the
Pusitigris, was a considerable emperium. As Jately as the age of
hus it aforded a market for Arab and Indian productions.s
That the Babylonians had a maritime navigation when their
was at its height (i. c. ahout the seventh century s.¢.) is
Mlso borne out by the prediction of Isaiah : * Thus saith the Lord,
your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel : For your sake 1 have
sent to Babylon, and I will bring down all of them as fugitives,
even the Chaldeans, in the ships of their rejoicing ") A graphic
description of a people no less proud of their ships than of their
gitics and ramparts.

But a more definite statement is handed down in the Greek
writers. Acschylus, in his play of the Persians, enumerating the
mations who composed the army of the great King, speaks as
follows : “ Babylon too, that abounds in gold, sends forth a pro-
miscuous multitude, who Joth embark in ships, and hoast of their
skill in archery.” The accounts of other writers, dispersed as
they are throuEh & number of different works and sometimes
at variance with cach other, nevertheless concur in rcprcscntinﬁ
Babylon as a city which received the merchandise of the Sout
(Arabian and Indian products) by way of the Persian Gulf. And
these writers make it possible to discern the course and extent
of this trade, and sometimes to give an obscure glimpse of its
character.

To take, among other writers, Straho's information concerning
Gerra and Tylos. Gerra, according to him, was a Chaldean colony

t Or Diridatis. " A tawn in Babylonin—the emporium of the wa-borne made
In frankincerse and all vther feagrant productions of Ambia * (MeCrindle (2]).

¢ Vipcent, W. (2}, p- s16. 3 laiak xhit 14 (R.V.).
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(i. e. from Babylon), which had a flourishing trade and apparently
constant intercourse with Babylon.: Agatharchides * assures us
that the inhabitants of Gerra were one of the richest people in
the world, for which they were indebted to their traffic in Arabian
and Indian merchandise, which they transported into the West
by means of caravans and to Babylon by their ships. The com-
modities imported by the Babylonians by way of Gerra were
largely frankincense and spices, of which they consumed great
quantities.3 Another commodity which possibly found its way
thither was cotton, for, if Theophrastus + was correctly informed,
there were at Tylos such large plantations of cotton-trees (pro-
bably tree cotton) that a considerable part of the island was
quite covered with them ; and according to Pliny, Little Tylos,
or Aradus, was still more productive in cotton. More than this,
Theophrastus, speaking of Tylos, says: ‘ There is in this island
a species of timber for shipbuilding, which under water resists
all tendency to putrefaction, lasting for upwards of two hundred
years ; but out of water it decays much sooner.” Babylon, defi-
cient in timber, with the exception of the palm and cypress tree,
both of which are little suited for shipbuilding, would have
found an insurmountable obstacle in the way of navigation if the
deficiency could not have been supplied from elsewhere. Itis pretty
certain, however, that such timber—doubtless teak—was imported
into Tylos from India: it cannot have grown on the island.
The extent to which the Babylonians themselves actually con-
trolled the maritime activity of the Persian Gulf is involved in
obscurity. Certain it is, however, that on the rise of the Persian
Empire, all references to these people as participators in the
maritime trade of the Gulf disappear, and the Arabian navigators
come into prominence. It may even be that the actual navigation
of its waters was throughout in the hands of the latter, and that
both Phoenicians and Babylonians were no more than the middle-
men who received the commodities carried by the Arabians.

The Persians and the Gulf. Under the Persian Empire during
the Achaemenian dynasty (sixth—fourth century B.c.), the naviga-

* ‘A distinction is sometimes made between Babylonia and Chaldea ; the latter
comprising the south, and the former the northern division. Usually, however, and
certainly more correctly, they were considered as synonymous’ (Heeren).

2 De Rubro Mare (Hudson, i. 60).

3 According to Herodotus, a thousand talents of frankincense were annually
consumed in the temple of Belus alone, by the Chaldeans.

4 Enguiry into Plants, wv. 7.
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tion of the Persian Gulf received a severe set-bhack, The decline
seems to have begun in the time of Nebuchadnezzar, when the
merchants of Tyve turned their attention from this market to that
of the Red Sea route. 'T'he Persians, moreover, were in constant
apprchcnsion, not without reason, of their maritime provinces
being laid waste by some foreign fleet. Babylon on the Fuphrates,
and Susa on the Diz, a tributary then as now of the Karun
(Eulacus), a depot for tribute from many nations, were both situ-
ated on navigable rivers, which afforded easy access into the heart
of their dominions. No great naval power, in the modern sense of
the term, would be requisite for such an attempt: squadrons of
daring pirates, who have never been wanting in the Persian Gulf,
would have sufficed to plunder if notto destray their principal cities,

For the purpese of barrinﬁ the way to hostile craft, the Persians
fre said hy carly wrirers to have determined 1o make the entrance
10 the principal river, viz. the Karun, inaccessible for navigation.
T'o thiz end, according to Straba, they obstructed the course of
the stream at varicus points by masses of stone, of the nature
of dams, forming ‘cataracts’. These remained until the time of
Alexander, who, ever alive to the importance of maritime inter-
course and trade, sought to remove them, on his return from
India; but before the completion of his design he died. It is, how-
gver, practically certain that these dams were in every case made
wolely for ircigation purposes, as they are made even now on the
Lower Fuphrates: such dams existed on the Lower Karun until
the end of the eighteenth century, but they were always provided
with a by-pass, to admit of the passage of small craft.s It does
not, in any case, appear that the Persians were ever seriously
threatened by sea, and though the maritime commerce of Bahylon
under the Persians may have been much reduced, it never entirely
teased, and maritime activity in these waters seemed to have
returned, at least temporarily, with the conquest of Alexander
the Great, in the latter part of the fourth century n.c. From this
time forward we have definite evidence of maritime intercourse
between the Persian Gulf ports and India and the East ; butduring
the period of Roman supremacy, and when she held the first place
in the Eastern Seas, the Red Sea route was the main channel of
¢ommunication between West and East, and remained so until the
decline of this empire, in the early part of the sixth century a. v,

XV z.

¢ Ore such by-gass sull exists, viz, the 3sdand of Dha, epposite Marid, whereadam
was built 2o keep the Karun o its ald bed, past Qubban, tu the Khor Mus,
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¢ Antiquities, or remnants of history, are, as was said, famguam tabula naufragii,
when industrious persons, by an exact and scrupulous diligence and observation, out
of monuments . . . traditions . . . passages of books that concern not story, and the like,
do save and recover somewhat from the deluge of time.
“In these kinds of imperfect histories I do assign no deficience, for they are
tamguam imperfecte mista, and therefore any deficience in them is but their nature.’
7 Bacon, Of the Advancement of Learning, 11.

OUR survey of happenings in the Persian Gulf has now

brought us to about the fourth century B.c. and the period
of Alexander the Great, in whose mind the idea of a mighty sea-
traffic between Babylon, the capital of his eastern empire, and
India shaped itself. During the Persian domination the sea-route
between the Persian Gulf and India seems to have been forgotten
or neglected, although these waters had been explored for Darius
Hystaspes by the Greek Scylax of Caryanda. Herodotus : tells
us that Darius, wishing to know where the Indus issued into the
sea, sent some ships, on board of which were Scylax and others
in whom the king had the greatest confidence. They set out from
Caspatyrus (Upper Indus) ‘ and sailed down the river towards
the east and the sunrise till they came to the sea ’; then turning
towards the west they sailed along by the sea till they ultimately
arrived, in the thirtieth month of their voyage, at the head of the
Arabian Gulf (Red Sea). Herodotus adds, somewhat vaguely,
that ‘ after this circumnavigation, Darius subdued the Indians,
and made use of this sea ’.

We are indebted to Greek and Roman writers, especially the
former, for what knowledge we have of conditions and places in
our region, in the centuries preceding and immediately fgllowing
the Christian Era. The writers of this period, however, with the
exception of Arrian, cast little definite light upon the matter.
Though’ Arrian wrote in the second century, his narrative takes
precedence, in point of time, over all the other classical autho-
rities, for he has preserved to us in his work on India (Te Indika)
the substance of the Journal of the voyage of Nearchus, the
Admiral of Alexander the Great, made in the fourth century.2 The

' IV, 4.
2 Vinc‘t‘it, W. (3). Dr. William Vincent was a former Dean of Westminster

and Master of Westminster School : Vincent Square in London is named after him.
He died on 215t December 1815 (Chancellor, History of the Squares of London, 1907).
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abstract given by Arrian is so full that, for geographical purposes,
it may well stand in place of the original work.

The Voyage.r Alexander having reached the limit of his con-
quests in the East, prepared to return (326 8. c.). He proceeded
to the Hydaspes (now the Jhelum) where he partly built and
partly collected a Heet numbering some 1,800 vessels consisting
of war-galleys and transports, which he manned with crews
selected from such men of his troops as had a knowledge of sea-
manship. Much of the siege train went on board the fleet of
Nearchus and was once used with great effect to cover the landing
of an attacking party on the coast of Baluchistan, an almost if
not wholly unique instance of the employment of engines on
ship-board in Greek times.?

The fleet when ready moved slowly down the Hydaspes, the
Akesines, and Indus, and at the end of ten months reached
Killouta, a station on the western branch of the Indus at no great
distance from the sea; the fleet was accompanied and protected
by Alexander and his army. Alexander then set out on his return
to Persia, leaving instructions with Nearchus to start on his voyage
as soon as the cessation of the monsoon winds should render
navigation safe. It was the king’s intention to march near to the
coast, in close touch with his fleet, and to collect at convenient
points supplies for the victualling of the fleet; but finding this
impracticable, he was obliged to follow a route somewhat farther
inland, through Gedrosia,s with Susa as his destination. Strabo’s
version of Alexander’s return march is as follows :

* The summer was purposely chosen for leaving India, for at that season
it rains in Gedrosia, and the rivers and wells are filled, but in winter they
fail. The rain falls in the higher part to the north, and near the mountains:
when the rivers swell, the plains near the sea are watered, and the wells are
also filled. Alexander sent persons before him into the desert country to dig
wells and to prepare stations for himself and his fleet.

‘ Having separated his forces into three divisions, he set out with one
division through Gedrosia, keeping at the utmost from the sea not more
than 500 stadia, in order to secure the coast for his fleet; but he frequently
approached the sea-side, although the beach was impracticable and rugged.

! See Vincent, W. (1) and (3); McCrindle (2).

* Hogarth, Four. Philology, 1888, xvii.

3 The modern Makran. According to Strabo, ‘a country less exposed to the
heat of the sun than India, but more so than the rest of Asia. As it is without fruits
and water, except in summer, it is not much better than the country of the Ikhthyo-
phagi. But it produces aromatics, particularly nard and myrrh, in such quantity, that
thearmy of Alexander used them on the march for tent coverings and beds ' (X'V.ii. 3).
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but entirely naked, fled ’. Some who were captured ‘ had shaggy
hair all over their hody ; their nails resembled the claws of wild
beasts, and were used, it would seem, for dividing fish and
splitting the softer kinds of wood. Things of hard consistency
they cut with sharp stones, for iron they had none. As to clothing
they wore the skins of wild beasts, and occasionally also the thick
skins of the large sorts of fish.'

At a place called Malara (probably Ras Malin) the fleet left
the coast of the Oreitai behind and continued its course along
the barren and desolate shore of Gedrosia, ‘ an inland province
through which Alexander led his army, but this with difhculey,
for the region was so desolate that the teoops in the whole course
of the expedition never suffered such direful extremities as on this
march *. The sea-board here was inhabited by a people called the
léhthyophapi, Passing Bagisara (Ormara or Hormarah Bay) and
other places, they came to an island called Kardine, where they
met with some show of haspitality from the villagers, who brought
presents of sheep and fish, the mutton having * a fishy taste like
the flesh of sea-birds, for the sheep feed on fish, there being no
grass in the place .

After anchoring at Kissa they reached Mesarna, a projecting
headland and village, where they took on hoard Iydrakes, a
Gedrosian, 2s pilot, who undertook to conduct them as far as
Karmania. The case with which Nearchus obtained a competent
;i]ot suprprests that coastal navigation was well developed on the

erstan as well as on the Arabian coast. At Barsa were many
palm trees and a * garden wherein were myrtles and flowers from
which the men wove chaplets for their hair; and they saw for
the first time cultivated trees and met with natives in a condition
above that of mere savages ' {possibly Sumerian colonists from
the north). At Kophas, a haven with plenty of good water, the
fishermen used small ‘ boats which they did nor manage with
cars fastened to a row-Jock, but with paddles which they thrust
on this side and on that into the water, like diggers using a
spade >0 After passing Kyzie they came to a small town situated
on Gwatar Bay, on an eminence, the country round producing
“ corn, as the thick stubble which they saw covering the fields

t Ihe matives use the semie kind of boat 1o this day s it s x curve msde of
several plasks sailed ve sewn toperher in a tude manner with coed meds fram she
bark of date trees and called #air (. e. coar), the whole being then smeared vver
with dammer ot pitch * Kempthorne{r). Seeabio De Thevenet (1}, who describes
einuilie craft, '
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near the shore clearly proved’, and, being short of supplies, they
made a hostile demonstration and compelled the inhabitants to
yield such stores as they possessed, * consisting of a kind of meal
made from fish roasted, and a little wheat and barley, for the
chief diet of these people was fish with bread added as a relish "

Passing a cape and a harbour with good anchorage, probably
in what is now Chahbar Bay, they reached Kanasis, reduced to
'such extremities for food that they cut down the wild palms here
found, using the tender heads to support life. On sailing from
this place, Nearchus put out farther to sea, apprehensive lest the
men, famished and despairing, should desert the ship; after a
further cruise of 1, 100stadia, they left behind them the shores of the
Ikhthyophagi on which they had suffered such severe privations.
They were, at about this time, told of an island called Nosa/a, some
100 stadia from the mainland, which according to local tradition
was sacred to the sun. No one ever willingly visited this island,
and if any one was carried to it unawares he was never seen
any more.

The course of the fleet now lay along Karmania ; 1 the direction
changed, and they ‘sailed no longer towards the sunset, but
turned the heads of the vessels more to the north-west ’. They
had in effect, at Badis, rounded Cape Jask and were heading for
the entrance to the Strait of Ormuz. They came at length to
anchor ‘ off a barren coast, whence they descried a headland pro-
jecting far out into the sea . . . about a day’s sail distant. Persons
acquainted with those regions asserted that this cape belonged to
Arabia, and was called Makesa,» whence cinnamon and other pro-
ducts were exported to the Assyrians.’

Continuing past Neoprana they anchored at the mouth of the
river Anamss (Minab) in a country called Harmozeia, then, as
now, ‘a hospitable region rich in every production except only
the olive’. This district lies on either side of the Minab River
and abounds to-day in orange groves, orchards, and vineyards.s
The name was later transferred to the island of Hormuz when
the inhabitants fled thither to escape the tyranny of the rulers
of the mainland. At Neoptana the crews landed and enjoyed
a respite from their many privations. Nearchus, learning that
Alexander was not more than five days’ journey from the sea,
proceeded inland to meet him. During his absence the ships were

* Karmania extended from Cape Jask to Ras Naband, and included the districts
now called Kirman and Laristan. Its capital, according to Ptolemy, was Karmana
(now Kirman). 2 Ras Musandam. 3 Kempthorne (r).
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repaired and provisioned, and on his return to camp, after much
adventure, the voyage was resumed.

"The fleet now passed a desolate rocky island called Organa (Hor-
muz) and anchored at ' one of considerable size and inhabited,
calledd Oarakia (Qishm), which produced vines, palmtrecs and
corn . Pursuing their course along this island, they anchored
at a place where another island (identified with Hanjam) was
visible at a distance of about 4o stadia, which they learned was
sacred to Poscidon or Neptune, and after a further course
attained the limits of the coast of Karmanis at Kasafa (probably
Qais), * a desert island and very flat said to he sacred to Hermes
and Aphrodite *.

The course now lay along the coast of Persis, and after passing
a desert island called Katkander (IHindarabi) they came to
another inhabited island, where Nearchus notices * there is here
a fishery for pearl as there is in the Indian Sea’. In due course
they reached the mouth of the Sitakar (Mund River), where * it
was troublesome to land *, Nearchus observes that “all along
the coast of Persis the flece had to be navigared through shoals
and breakers and oozy canals .

After Hieratis, sailing along the shore, the fleet reached 'a penin-
sula named Mesamdria, wherein were many gardens aad all
kinds of fruit "—clearly the peninsula on which srands the modern
town of Bushire. On the way to the next anchorage at the river
(irawis (probably the Rud-Hilleh), near which was a palace, =
stranded whale fifty cubits in length was observed, * attended by
a great number of dolphins, larger than are ever seen in the
Mediterranean . Rhagonis, a winter torrent (where now stands
Bandar Rig), was the next anchorage, then Brizana, then the
mouth of a river called the Arosir {the modern Tab or Hindiyan),
which Nearchus described as * the greatest of all the rivers that
in the course of the voyage fell into the outer ncean ”, and which
formed then, as now, the boundary between Persis and Sustana,

The feet had reached the head of the Persin Gulf, and the
course thereafter was almost entirely restricted to the open Sed,
* the coast bring full of shoals and beset with breakers ’, which
mavie approach to che Jand dangerous, as it still is. After anchor-
ing at Kataderbis{ Daira wa Buna Island 7) and proceeding 1,500
stadia, the ficet ¢ dropped anchor at the maouth of the Euphrates
pear a town in Babylonia called Diridasis *—the emporium of the

¢ Called By other writets Teredon, the site af which has been varicnsly placed :
Iv Manneet on Bubiyan Tslind, whils Chesney fiacs i3 pueition at Jabal Sanaw,
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sea-borne trade in frankincense and all the other fragrant pro-
ductions of Arabia’. Nearchus had passed the mouth of the
Tigris unawares, and receiving intelligence that Alexander was
marching towards Susa, retraced his course from Diridotis,
entered the Pasitigris or Euleaus;* and finally anchored in its
stream immediately below a bridge (at Ahwaz) which carried
the highway from Persis to Susa.z Here the land and sea forces
were reunited and the voyage was at an end. The date on which
the fleet anchored at the bridge has been fixed by Vincent as the
24th February 325 B. c., so that the whole voyage was performed
in 146 days.

There can be but little doubt that Alexander entertained other
projects of exploration, among them the circumnavigation of
Arabia, from the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea; the success

a hill near the Pallacopas branch of the Euphrates, some 12 miles south-west of
Zubair. See also foot-note, p. 33.

t The Ulai of the Prophet Daniel, now the river Karun, which entered the sea,
until the middle or end of the eighteenth century, past Qubban and through the
Khor Musa. It was connected, however, with the Shatt al Arab, from very early
times, by a canal from Marid to the mouth of the Bahmishir stream. This reach of
the river is known to this day as the Haffar or ‘ dug-ovt’. De Thevenot, in 1665,
described it as a mere canal down which his vessel had to be poled, the vast propor-
tion of the Karun stream still, in his day, entering the sea at the head of the Khor
Musa. This was still the case as late as 1766, when Mr. Skipp, the East India Com-
pany’s factor at Basra, ‘ went through the Haffar’ in order to meet the Turkish
Commander at Qubban (which was then Turkish territory) to press his claims
against the Kaab Arabs.

2 The full text'of Arrian describing this last stage of the voyage runs as follows :
‘ Here (at Diridotis) intelligence etc. having been received that Alexander was
marching towards Susa, they retraced their course from Diridotis so as to join him
by sailing up the Pasitigris. They had now Susis on their left hand, and were coasting
the shores of a lake into which the Tigris empties itself, a river, which flowing from
Armenia past Nineveh, a city once of yore great and flourishing, encloses between
itself and the Euphrates the tract of country which from its position between the
two rivers is called Mesopotamia. It is a distance of 600 stadia from the entrance into
the lake up to the river’s mouth at Aginis, a village in the province of Susis distant
from the city of Susa 500 stadia. The length of the voyage along the coast of the
Susians to the mouth of the Pasitigris was 2000 stadia. Weighing from the mouth
of the river they sailed up its stream through a fertile and populous country, and
having proceeded 150 stadia dropped anchor, awaiting the return of certain messen-
gers whom Nearchus had sent off to ascertain where the king was. The messengers
having returned with tidings that Alexander was approaching, the fleet resumed its
voyage up the river and anchored near the bridge by which Alexander intended to
lead his army to Susa. In that same place the troops were united.’

(600 stadia say 68 miles
599 w10 87
350 he v X7 s o)
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“with which Nearchus completed his enterprise gave favourable
" prospects of success for this scheme also, and he ordered the
nstruction of numercus vessels which were to be assembled at
abylon.x In the meantime tentative expeditions were dispatched
#0 explore the western shore of the Persian Gulf. One of these,
minder Archias, proceeded as far as Tylos (cf. p. 30). A second
gplorer, Androsthenes, a native of Thasos, advanced, so we arc
_ Arrian, somewhat farther ; while 2 third, Hieron, a native
0 1, teached the farthest point of all, though it is doubtful
sthether he doubled the promontory of Maketa (see p. 4?).
 The reports of these navi appear to have been of 3 not
‘encouraging kind, ncvertheless Nearchus was ordered to under-
‘take the circumnavigation of the peninsula of Arabia; he was
' about to depart when Alexander died, in 323 B. C.

Having examined conditions in the Persian Gulf over three
hundred years before the Christian Era in the light of Arrian's
narrative, we may turn to other classical writers and see to what
extent they add to our knowledge of the region in the centuries
immediately following. First in chronological order comes Megas-
thenes, writing in the time of Seleucus Nicator (312-281 1.¢.),
whose work has unfortunately perished, but was quoted largely
by Arrian and Strabo. He wrote almost entirely about India, of
which he had a first-hand knowledge, as ambassador to the court
of Sandracottus, king of the Prasii, at his capical on the Ganges.
Megasthenes was among the first to give definite information
about Taprodane (Ceylon), which place, later, comes gradually
into prominence. He speaks of the abundance of gold and pearls
produced in this island, information which he obtained from
merchants who traded there, and this may be taken as pointing to
the early existence of macitime trade between the Persian Gulf
and the Far Fast

To Eratosthenes of Cyrene (276—194 3. c.), the Alexandrine
geographer, we are indebted for an advance in our knowledge
of Arabin, and it should be rememhbered that Strabo, writing
three hundred years later, was lurgely dependent on this writer

¢ Steabo, XVL i tr, saye: * Ho (Alexander) contemplited making himecld
maszer of the coantry (Arabia) : and he had already provided a fleet and places af
rendezvous ; and hed bailt vesrels in Pheewvia and st Cyprus some of whics were
iy scpRtate pivces, vibers were i parts, fszened topether by heite. These, after being
conveyed to "Thapacus in saven diszances of a day's march, were then to he trans-
poried down the river 1o Babylop. ITe carstracrad ather beats in Babylenix, from
cppras tress in the groves and parks, for there is a scaraly of Umnbor in Rahyiona.
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for his account of the peninsula and of the Persian Gulf. Strabo
cites Eratosthenes as stating that:

‘ They say that the mouth (of the Persian Gulf) is so narrow, that from
Harmozi, the promontory of Karmania, may be seen the promontory of
Maka, in Arabia. From the mouth, the coast on the right hand is circular,
and at first inclines a little from Karmania towards the east, then to the
north, and afterwards to the west as far as Teredon and the mouth of the
Euphrates. In an extent of about 10,000 stadia, it comprises the coast of
the Karmanians, Persians, and Susians, and in part of the Babylonians.’

It is to Eratosthenes, likewise, that Strabo owes the information
regarding the exploration of the Arabian coast at the orders of
Alexander, and for the description he gives of the mart of Gerra
and the islands of Tylos and Aradus. Eratosthenes himself de-
rived from Nearchus and Orthagoras the information that

‘an island Ogyris » lies to the south, in the open sea, at the distance of
2,000 stadia from Karmania ’, and that ‘ in this island is shown the sepulchre
of Erythras, a large mound, planted with wild palms. He was the King of
the Country, and the sea received its name from him.’

Eratosthenes (if Strabo quotes him correctly) makes a curious
statement regarding the ‘ Red Sea’ (here meaning the Persian
Gulf), to the effect that

‘ along the whole course of the Red Sea, in the deep part of the water, grow
trees resembling the laurel and the olive. When the tide ebbs, the whole
trees are visible above the water, and at the full tide they are sometimes

entirely covered. This is the more singular because the coast inland has
no trees.’

The reference is probably to mangrove swamps, which are com-
mon on the mainland near Qishm—or, it may be, to coral. This
passage has not escaped Bacon’s all-embracing curiosity, and
he devotes a special paragraph thereto in his Nasural History
(vii. 613).

Eratosthenes was familiar with Taprobane, though he had
erroneous ideas of its position; unfortunately, in the fragments
of his work which have been preserved, he gives no further in-
sight into maritime relations of this island with our region. But
his description of the Tigris and Euphrates is of great interest :

‘ The rivers, flowing from Armenia towards the south, after having passed
the Gordyaean mountains, and having formed a great circle which embraces
the vast country of Mesopotamia, turn towards the rising of the sun in

* Probably Kuhistak on the Biyaban coast, opposite Ras Musandam.
* Hormuz.
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the wincer and the south, particularly the Euphrates, which, continually
approaching mearer and nearer to the Tigris, passes by the yampare of
Semiramis,’ and at about 200 stadia from the village of Opis, thence it
flows through Babylon, and so discharges itself into the Persian Gulf. Thus
the fgure of Mesopotamia and Bubylon reseabdle the cushion of 2 rower's
bench,

Gerra, already in the time of Eratosthenes, had become an
mmportant centre of trade-—the spices and other productions of
the southern districts of Arabia, as well as of the opposite coasts
of Africa, being brought thithes by Gerracan caravans and sent
thence to Bahylon and Seleucia, the caravans taking forty days
for the overland journey from Hadhramaut, Similar caravans
carried on communication from Ae/axa (on the Gulf of Akaba),
the port of Petra, which was already an important ceatre of trade.
According to Eratosthenes {as guoted by Strabo), the Arabian
peninsula was divided into four districts inhahited respectively by
the Minaeans, the Sabacans whose capital was Mariaba (Marel),
the Kattabanians (sc. the Bani Qahtan, the son of Joktan), and the
Khateamotitae (sc. of ITadhramant),

Fratosthenes appears to have heen the first to mention the exis-
tence of petroleum, or its allied products, in the Gulf region. He
saya: ' Asphaltus is found in great abundasce in Babylonia. The
liquid asphaltus, which is called naphtha, is found in Susiana . . .
it is of a singular nature. When 1t is hrought near the fire, the
fice catches it; and if a body smeared over with it is brought
near the fire, it buras with 2 flame, which it is impossible to
extinguish, except with a large guantity of water.” =

Posidonius {¢.735—51 B.C.), according toStrabo,alsosaysthereare
*springs of naphtha in Babylonia, some of which produce white, others
hlack, naphtha; the fives of these; T mean the white nuphthz, which attracts
Bame is liquid sulpbur; the sccond or black naphtha, is liquid asphalrus,
and is burnt in Jamps instead of oil %)

Pliny also makes reference to the presence of naphtha in the
region of the Persian Gulf:

“Naphtha *, he savs, *is 3 substance of & similar nature (i, e. to Maltha,
so called about Babylan, and in the tersitory of the Astacen, in Parthis),
#nwing like liquid bitumen, , . . “T'he summit of Cophantus, in Bactria,
burns during the night; and this is the cse in Media and at Sitacenc, on
the barders of Persia; likewise at Susa, at the White Tower, from fftern

v Theaght by Rawlinson 1o be Chal-i-Nimred, betwean Samarra and Baghdad,
and sappased 1o indicate the site of the Medize Wall of Xecophen,

¢ Steabu, XV Q. 15, 7 Idem, t5.
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apertures, the greatest of which also burns in the day-time. The plain of
Babylon throws up flame from a place like a fish-pond, an acre in extent.’ *

According to Eratosthenes, navigation from the West by way
of the Red Sea, ‘in the direction of the south and east’, had
reached as far as the Cinnamon country: ‘ beyond this district
no one to this time, it is said, had penetrated ’.

Polybius, half a century later than Eratosthenes (204-122 B.c.),
makes incidental mention of Gerra, still, in his time, the principal
commercial centre of the adjacent part of Arabia—a point in the
great caravan route from the spice regions beyond, from which
tracks branched off to Mecca, Medina, and Petra. Gerra was in
close connexion with other harbours of the Persian Gulf| and also
maintained extensive trade relations with the Greeks of Seleucia,
a city then recently founded on the right bank of the Tigris
opposite Ctesiphon. King Antiochus III, who went with a fleet
from the Tigris, along the Arabian coast, about 205 B. c., appears
to have had the intention of reducing the town of Gerra and the
neighbouring tribes, but was ultimately content to leave them in
enjoyment of their liberty : a concession, however, which had to
be purchased by magnificent presents. A view of the sterile
country seems to have been enough to make him abandon the
idea of a permanent occupation. When, therefore, a letter from
the Gerraean chief was brought to him, which, being interpreted,
ran: ‘ Destroy not, O King, those two things which have been
given us of the gods—perpetual peace and freedom ’,* he con-
tented himself with receiving a large tribute, part in silver and
part in precious gems, and sailed away, first towards the island
of Tylos and then back again to Seleucia (20§—204 B.c.).3

Agatharchides, who wrote in the second century B.c., speaks
of Gerra as having become the chief emporium on the east side
of Arabia, so that its inhabitants were said to rival in opulence
the Sabaeans, to whose country their caravans repaired.

Between Agatharchides and our next great authority, Strabo, we
have the Greek writer Artemidorus of Ephesus (c. 100 B.c.),
Posidonius, and the Roman Juba, the younger.+ The first-named
seems to have done little more than copy Agatharchides, while
as to Posidonius, only fragments of his work are extant, but though
his writings are among those most frequently referred to by

' Pliny, II. 109 and 110. 2 Polyb. XIII q.
3 Bevan, vol. ii, p. 24. 4 King and writer, died ¢. A. p. 19.
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Strabo, he gives little or no new information concerning our
region.
he geographical wotk of Strabo (b, 63 =.c.), though most
comprehensive, contains little that may be termed onginal as
regards the Gulf region. He drew, as we have scen, miinly on
writers who had preceded him, thus preserving much knowledge
that would otherwise have been lost. India and Persia he never
saw, and regarding these countries he draws upon Aristobulus and
Nearchus. For Iran and Persia proper, he drew upon Herodotus,
Xenophon, and Eratosthenes ; ?grAasyria, Babylonia, and Meso-
potamia, on Herodotus and on Alexander’s historians, Eratos-
thenes and Posidoniua; for Syria, Phoenicia, and the Persian
and Arabian Gulfs, on all these and on Artemidorus, the contem-~
rary of Agatharchides; for Arabia and the Indian and Red
Seas, on Agatharchides, Acliua Gallus, and Artemidorus,

‘The terms in which Strabo speaks of the outflow of the Tigris
and Euphrates into the Persian Gulf show clearly that each of
these rivers, in his day, had its separate outlet to the sea. “ The
Tigris ', he says,  is navigahle upwards from its mouth to Opis,t
and to the present Seleucia, Opis is a village and a mart for the
surrounding places, The Euphrates also is navigable up to
Bubylon, a distance of more than 3,000 stadia,’

Serabo’s description of the configuration of the Arabjan shore
wias derived from FEratosthenes. He quotes Artemidorus, who
derived his details from Agatharchides, regarding the wealth of
the Sabacans and Gerracans, as follows :

* By the trade {in aromatics) both the Sabscans and the Gerraci bave
beoome the richest of all che tribes, and possess a great quantity of wrought
articles in gold and silver, 38 couches, tripads, basing, drinking vesiels, 1o
which we must add thé costdy magnificence of thesr howses; for the doors,
walls and coofs are variegated with inlaid ivory, geld, silver and precious
staned,” '

Concerning maritime relations with Taprobane, Strabo had
nothing to add to the information of Eratosthencs,

Little is now added to our knowledge of the Persian Gulf region
until we reach the age of Pliny (a. p. 23—79). The geographical
portion of his Natural Hissry is, on the whole, the least satis-
factory part of his work and compares unfavourably with the
writings, of the same kind, of Eratosthenes and Strabo, consist-
ing mostly of dry catalogues of names of cities, tribes, rivers, &c.

v As to the doukeii] site of Opiy, see Lane, amang others,
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He is, in places, careful with regard to lines of coasts, but
his descriptions of interiors are often a mere jumble and con-
fusion, and there is a great want of chronological discrimination
in his use of authorities. In describing Arabia he relies-mainly
on Juba: his information must therefore be taken with caution.

Pliny’s account of the trade of the West with India, of the course
pursued—which, in his days, seems to have been largely by way
of the Red Sea—and of the ports frequented, is, however, of much
interest. After giving a somewhat confused version of the voyage
of Nearchus, he proceeds to say :

¢ Afterwards it was found the safest course to proceed direct from the
promontory of Syagrus (Cape Fartak) in Arabia to Patale with the west wind
(Favonius) which they call there Hippalus, a distance reckoned at 1,435
miles. In the next generation it was judged to be both a safer and nearer
course to proceed from the same promontory direct to Sigerus, a port of
India, and this mode of navigation was pursued for a long time, until
merchants discovered a shorter route, and the profits of India were thus
brought nearer to hand. The voyage is now made every year, with cohorts
of archers on board the ships: onaccount of the pirates who infest these seas.

‘It will be worth while to set forth their whole course from Egypt;
accurate information concerning it being now for the first time available. . . .
They begin the navigation in the middle of summer, before the rising of
the dog star, or immediately after its appearance, and arrive in about 30 days
at Ocelis in Arabia or Kane in the frankincense-bearing region. There is
also a third port called Muza, which is not frequented by those sailing to
India, but by the merchants who trade in frankincense and other Arabian
perfumes, . . . From thence (Ocelis or Kane) they sail with the wind called
Hippalus in forty days to the first commercial station (emporium) of India,
named Muziris, which is not much to be recommended. . . . There is another
more advantageous port, which is named Barake, in the territory of a nation
called the Neacyndi. . . . They commence the return voyage from India at
the beginning of the Egyptian month of Tybis, which answers to our
December (or thereabouts). Thus it comes to pass that they return home
within the year. They make the return voyage from India with the south-
east wind (Vulturnus), and when they have entered the Red Sea, with the
south-west or south wind.” 2

This account of Pliny’s seems to indicate that direct maritime
communication between East and West had by now become
firmly established, and that voyages, moreover, were by no means
confined to journeys along the coast. Mariners, emboldened by
experience, had taken to navigating their vessels in the open
ocean. A further point of interest is his mention of pirates, who

* Bunbury. 1 VI. 26.
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figure conspicuously in the subsequent history of the Persian
Gulf.

Pliny is the first writer to give a detailed account of Charax, the
exact site of which has never been precisely identified,” though a
site at the northern end of Abadan Island has been indicated.
He says :

* Charax is a city situate at the furthest extremity of the Arabian (i. e. Per-
sian) Gulf, at which begins the more prominent portion of Arabia Felix
(Eudaemon): it is built on an artificial elevation, having the Tigris on the
right, and the Eulaeus on the left, and lies on a piece of ground three miles
in extent, just between the confluence of those streams. It was first founded
by Alexander the Great. By his order it was to be called Alexandria . . .
the city, however, was destroyed by inundations of the rivers. Antiochus
afterwards rebuilt the place and called it by his own name, and on its being
again destroyed, Pasines, king of the neighbouring Arabians, restored it,
and raised embankments for its protection, calling it after himself. These
embankments extended in length a distance of nearly three miles, in breadth
a little less. It stood at first a distance of ten stadia from the shore, and
even had a harbour of its own. But according to Juba, it is fifty miles from
the sea; and at the present day, the ambassadors from Arabia, and our own
merchants who have visited the place, say that it stands at a distance of one
hundred and twenty miles from the sea-shore. Indeed, in no part of the
world have alluvial deposits been formed more rapidly by the rivers, and to
a greater extent than here; and it is only a matter of surprise that the
tides, which run to a considerable distance beyond this city, do not carry
them back again.’

Here we have a mostinteresting reference to the gradual recession
of the sea at the Tigris-Euphrates delta. Of the lower courses of
these rivers Pliny writes in considerable detail :

¢ From Nearchus and Onesicritus we learn that the distance by water
from the Persian Sea to Babylon, up the Euphrates, is four hundred and
twelve miles. . . . Some writers state that the Euphrates continues to flow
with an undivided channel for a distance of eighty-seven miles beyond
Babylon, before its waters are diverted from their channel for the purposes
of irrigation. . . . When the Euphrates ceases, by running in its channel,
to afford protection to those who dwell on its banks, which it does when
it approaches the confines of Charax, the country is immediately infested
by the Attali, a predatory people of Arabia, beyond whom are found the
Scenitae.* The banks along this river are occupied by the nomads of Arabia,
as far as the deserts of Syria.’

After giving a detailed description of the upper course of the

* See foot-note, p. 30. 3 ‘ Dwellers in Tents’, or Beduin.
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was first explored by order of King Antiochus Epiphanes.: We come first
to the place where the mouth of the Euphrates first existed, the river Salsus
(Khor Bubiyan) and the Promontory of Chaldone from which spot, the sea
along the coast, for an extent of fifty miles bears more the aspect of a series
of whirlpools than of ordinary sea; the river Archenus and then a desert
tract for a space of one hundred miles, until we come to the island of
Ichara; * the gulf of Capeus, on the shores of which dwell the Gaulopes
and the Chateni, and then the gulf of Gerrha. Here we find the city of
Gerrha five miles in circumference, with towers built of square blocks of
salt. Fifty mil-s from the coast, lying in the interior, is the region of Attene,
and opposite to Gerrha is the island of Tylos, as many miles distant from
the shore; it is famous for the vast numbers of its pearls, and has a town
of the same name; in its vicinity is a smaller island, distant from a pro-
montory on the larger one twelve miles and a half. They say that beyond
this, large islands may be seen, upon which no one has ever landed. . . .
We then come to the island of Asclie . . . and then the river Cynos. Beyond
this, the navigation is impracticable on that side,3 according to Juba, on
account of the rocks; and he has omitted all mention of Batrasave 4 a town
of the Omani, and of the city of Omana, which former writers have made
out to be a famous port of Carmania.’

Then follows a long enumeration of unidentified, if not also
unidentifiable, places and islands, which it would serve no good
purpose here to set out. Pliny’s description, though vague, is,
however, of value as marking a distinct stage in our geographical
knowledge of the regions under consideration.

During the time of the later Ptolemies and the period of Roman
power, the Persian Gulf line of communication and trade seems
to have fallen largely into desuetude, or at least to have held
subsidiary rank, and was replaced by that of the ‘ Arabian Gulf’,
i. e. the Red Sea. From accounts furnished by Pliny (and others),
both regarding his own age and the times preceding it, we know
that a very large trade was carried on with India through the
Arabian Gulf: this was at the time when Egypt was a Roman

* Arrian mentions incidentally that the first attempts to sail round the Arabian
Chersonese were made from the Red Sea in the hope of reaching the Persian and
Susian shores, but says that the expedition, after having coasted along the greater part
of Arabia was compelled by want of water tosail backagain. The nextattemptsat the
exploration of the eastern coast of Arabia were due to the ambition of Alexander, but
the information acquired by his officers was in great part lost at his death and these
shores remained almost entirely unknown to Europeans, until, as we learn from
Pliny a century and a half later, an exploration was made by order of King Am:ochus
Epiphanes (176164 B. c.).

* Or Icarus, thought by some geographical commentators to refer to Kharag

Island. 3 The Arabian side of the Persian Gulf.
4 Considered to be close to Musandam.
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vast expause of waters far up into the interior. At the very head of this
gulf there is 2 regular mart of commerce, called the city of Apologos,situate
near Pasinou-Kharax ? and the river Euphrates.

* If you coast along the mouth of the gulf you are conducted by a six days’
voyage to another seat of trade belonging to Persis, called Omana. Barugaza
maintains a regular commercial intercourse with both these Persian ports,
dispatching thither large vessels freighted with copper, sandalwood, beams
for rafters, horn, and logs of sasamina and ebony. Omana imports also
frankincense from Kane, while it exports to Arabia a particular species of
vessels called madara, which have their planks sewn together. But both
from Apologos and Omana there are exported to Barugaza and to Arabia
great quantities of pearls, of mean quality, however, compared with Indian
sort, together with purple, cloth for the natives, wine, dates in great quantity,
and gold and slaves. ;

¢ After leaving the district of Omana the country of the Parsidai succeeds,
which belongs to another government, and the bay which bears the name
of Terabdoi (Gedrosia), from the midst of which a cape projects.’

The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea has additional interest,
inasmuch as it records the inauguration of direct voyages across
the Indian Ocean, as distinct from the earlier practice of creeping
along in sight of the coast, by the discovery (attributed to Hip-
palus) 3 of the periodicity of the winds that blow in these seas.

Quintus Curtius, the Roman historian of Alexander the Great,
the date of whose writings is not known with certainty,+ gives
a short but so delightfully accurate a description of the Pasitigris
or Eulaeus (Karun River) that it may be quoted in full.

¢ Its source ’, he says, ‘is in the ridges of the Uxians; through a thousand
stadia, between wooded banks, it rushes headlong down a rocky channel.
Received on the plains, it assumes a calmer tenor; thence a navigable
stream, after gliding six hundred stadia over a bed singularly level, it blends
its waters with the Persian Sea.’

His picture of the configuration of the land on the Persian side
of the Gulf is equally appropriate.

¢ It (Persia) is shut in on one side, by continuous ridges of mountains,
extending in length sixteen hundred stadia, and in breadth one hundred and
twenty. This chain, derived from the Caucasus, runs on to the Erythraean

¢ * This place does not appear to be referred to in any of the other classical works,
but it is frequently mentioned by Arabian writers under the name of Ubulla. As
an emporium it took the place of Teredon or Diridotis (see pp. 33 and 41), just as
Basra, under the second Caliphate, took the place of Ubulla itself * (McCrindle).

2 See note, p. 30. The modern Mohammerah (Schoff).

3 About A.p. 45 (Schoff).

s Some critics place him as early as the time of Vespasian, A. p. 70—9.
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discount in advance the risks and privations which they might
have to endure. For the enlightened class, other motives served
as incentives to travel : students of theology and jurisprudence
sought to meet—often far from their native land—professors
versed in these sciences; or individuals spurred by religious
fervour went to seek the example and precepts of some pious
leader. Finally, a praiseworthy desire to study foreign manners
and customs drew travellers, more than once, even as far as the
Indies and China ; and the wide diffusion of the Arabic language
came also to the aid of explorers of the last category.:

From our point of view, we may regard Cosmas, the Indian
navigator, who flourished in the reign of Justinian (c. a. p. §35),
as the forerunner of the Moslem writers, for he fills a gap in the
history of the Persian Gulf between the latter and the classical
writers. He tells us that among the traders engaged in the com-
mercial interchange between the Persian Gulf and China—the .
meeting-ground for which, in his day, was the island of Ceylon—
were Arabs, Persians, and Ethiopians. Persians, Cosmas says,
were so numerous in Ceylon that ‘ on that land is established
the Church of Christ of the Sect of the Persians, and there is
a presbyter sent from Persia, and a deacon, and the whole service
of the church. But the natives, and the Kings, are of other faiths.’

By the time of Cosmas, however, the lustre of the Roman name,
which during some centuries had held first place in the Eastern
Seas, began to pale. Procopius, who wrotealittlelater than Cosmas,
said that in his time the Persians had become the masters of
the markets of the East, and the stream of traffic began once
more to flow through the Persian Gulf. It may be inferred from
Cosmas that the Gulf sailor had not as yet pushed his conquest
of the sea as far as the extreme East, nor had the Chinaman
appeared on the shores of the Persian or the Arabian Gulf: Arab
and Persian and Chinaman met on common ground half-way.
It was probably not until the end of the tenth century that
Chinese junks came to the ports of Arabia and Persia, and Arab
and Persian vessels repaired to the coasts of the Celestial Empire.
We first receive a hint of this fact from the accounts of voyages
made by one Sulaiman the Merchant,> who was established on

* Op. cit.

= Tgis description was written and edited according to stories told by Sulaiman
and put into writing A. H. 237 (A. p. 851) ; the author of the original work is un-
known. The accounts are corroborated in a second part by a certain Abu Zaid
Hasan, of Siraf (tenth century), who lived in Sulaiman’s time, and had personal
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edge. . . . The harbour is small, shaped like a horseshoe, and sheltered from
every wind; it is the principal entrepét of the Kingdom of Ormuz, into
which all the ships which navigate these parts must of necessity enter, to
avoid the oppositz coast, which contains many shallows. It is of old a market
for carriage of horses and dates; is a very elegant town, with very fine
houses, and supplied from the interior with much wheat, maize, barley, and
dates, for lading as many vessels as come for them. This city of Mascate
is part of the Kingdom of Ormuz, and the interior belongs to 2 King called
the Benjabar, who had two brothers; between these (three) the land was
divided, extending as far as Aden, and on the north reaching to the shore
of the Persian sea, and from thence as far as the vicinity of Meca.’

After the sack of Muscat the Portuguese sailed for Sohar,
which in those days had a large fortress requiring more than
a thousand persons for its defence ; nevertheless ‘ all the Inhabi-
tants whereof fled, except the Governour, and some of the
Principal Moors, who offered it up to Alboquerque, and received
it back to hold for King Emanuel, paying the same Tribute he
had given to him of Ormuz’. From Sohar the fleet proceeded
to Khor Fakkan and, the inhabitants resisting, the town was
pillaged and burnt, prisoners having their noses and ears cut off,
as at Muscat.

The fleet then doubled Ras Musandam and proceeded direct
to Hormuz, to which all the places previously mentioned were
tributary, and anchored in front of the town. The Portuguese
were at first taken aback at the formidable nature of the task
which lay before them, for, ‘ Having doubled the point, when
the Captains beheld the greatness of the city, and the number of
mounted men who were assembled on the beach, and many ships
in the harbour well manned and armed, they became dismayed,
and in that state of mind came alongside of Affonso de Albu-
querque’s ship and desired him to be cautious what he was going
to meddle with, for that city was not like those others which he
had destroyed, as many soldiers could be noticed on shore.” *

The King of Hormuz, having been warned of the approach of
the Portuguese, was fully prepared for an attack. According to
Faria y Sousa :

* When Albuquerque arrived there, Ceyfadim (Saif ud Din), a youth of
twelve years of age reigned, and over him his Slave Coje Atar;* 2 man
subtil and couragious. Who hearing what had been done by Albuquerque,
made preparations, laying an embargo upon all the ships in the Harbour,
and hiring Troops from the Neighbouring Provinces, Persians, Arabians,

* The Commentaries. = The principal governor of the city.
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tion, ‘ for his intention was, as soon as January was come, to go
and take a view of the Red Sea, and he wanted this tower finished
up to the first story, that within it the Portuguese might defend
themselves . . . until his return to Ormuz ’; he further estab-
lished a factory in the city, to which he sent divers kinds of
merchandise in order to open trade with the ‘ Moors ’, giving
instructions that all goods should be sold cheaply, so as to gain
the good will of the people.

Shah Ismail, of Persia, now demanding of the King of Hormuz
the tribute which he was obliged to render to him every year,
the latter appealed to Alboquerque to tell him what he should do.
Alboquerque’s reply was  that the Kingdom of Ormuz belonged
to the King of Portugal, gained by his fleet and his men, and that
he might know of a certainty that if any tribute should be paid
to any other King, except the King Dom Manoel, his lord, he
would take the government of the Kingdom and give it to some
one who would not be afraid of Xeque (Shah) Ismael.” He then
sent to the ships for cannon-balls, guns, matchlocks, and grenades,
and told the messenger to say to the king ‘ that he might send
all these to the captain of Xeque Ismael, for this was the sort
of money wherewith the King of Portugal had ordered his
captain to pay the tribute of that Kingdom that was under his
mastery and command ; he, for his part, would promise him
that as soon as the fortress was completed, he would enter the
Persian straits and render tributary to the King of Portugal, his
master, all the places which the Xeque Ismael held on that
shore, and when he got there they might demand the tribute
due from the King of Ormuz; for he would pay them in very
good money.’ *

In 1508, the Portuguese fleet still being at Hormuz, discontent,
which resulted at last in open mutiny of the commanders of
certain ships (some of whom descended so far as to intrigue with
the native governor of the city), made Alboquerque’s position at
Hormuz untenable, and necessitated his abandoning his * con-
quest’ for the time being. The contention of the disaffected
captains was ‘ that it would be of more service to the King (of
Portugal) to make their way to Cape Gardafum, and lie in wait
for the ships coming from India, with spices for the Straits, than
to stay building a fortress, which, as soon as it was left, would be
taken by the Moors’. So, accompanied by the captains who had
remained loyal, Alboquerque departed, and eventually, in 1508,

v The Commentaries.

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TURKISH NATIONALISM AND
WESTERN CIVILIZATION

SELECTED ES5AYS OF LIYA GOKALP

TRANSLATED AND EDITED WITH INTRODUCTION AND NOTES

BY NIYAZI BERKES

For the first time in any language, Ziya Gokalp's synthesis of nation-
alism, Islam, and Western civilizavion is presented Lere in a develop-
mental and systematic way. More than as a sociclogist, poet, man
of public affairs, or ideological slogan-maker, Ziya Gakalp {1876-1924)
deserves the actention of Western and nun-Western social practitioners
and scientists today for his insight into the problems of accommodating
non-Western cultures and Woestern civilization progressively and
creatively, Perhaps more than any other Turkizh or Muslim shinker,
Gékalp gave an intellectual solution to the guestions raised by the
impact of the West in the Middle Fazt. The birth of modern Turkey
is in no small part duc 1o the lessons Gékalp derived from Turkey’s
long experience with modernizing retorms and o his fermulation of
a new cultural policy.

These essays have been selected, edited, and transtared by Niyas
Berkes, associate profeszor of sociology at the Institure of Islamic
Studies, McGill University, They are presented with an Introduction
and explanatory notes.

Demy Bos, 351, net

BLIND WHITE FISH IN PERSIA

BY ANTHONY SMITH

What happens when four scientists blunder into the village life of the
Fasti  Anthony Smith and three uther Oxford undergraduates,
having vravelled to Persia in a second-hand lorry, lived for a time in
some villages in the south of Persia, One of their obiects was 1o dis-
cover if blind white £i<h lived, as had been reported, in the artificial
underground water channel: of that region. At al times: they observed
the people and the country closely, Collecting animals from the
mountaing crawling along the underground water channels, inspect-
ing the carpet making, or hearing of the opium inuigues, they found
new facts for Anthony Smith to weave into his entercaining book.

Trresistible and irvepressible account , . . a fascinating informal
study of the peasants of south Persia, with their simplicity and
generosity and childizh failings. The Times

‘An entruncing book L, L s really cxcellear parrative style, vivid,
sensitive, oniginal and penereating. . . . What pleasure this book
provides!" ganocn wicnonconin The Oberver

ared dmpression. flustrated, Demy Sve. 165, nes



ISLAM AND THE ARABS

BEY ROM LANDAU

Neither Islam nor Arabs have been treated overgenerously by Western
authars, Yet their importance hardly needs emphasizing at 3 time
when even a cursory glance at a aewspaper reveals how much the future
of the Western world is bound up with that of the Near East—the
cradle of both Islam and Arabism. Though the day-to-day impact
of the Near East is very far-reaching, far greater significance attaches
to Tslam in general and to llamic {or Arabian) civilization in parti-
cular. Western civilizaton—ifrom philozophy and mathematics to
medicine and agriculture—owes so mach to that civilization that
unless we have some knowledge of the latter we must fail to compre-
hend the former.

“I'his book, which is designed primarily for the general reader, but
also for university students, covers in concise form all the more
important aspects of Islamic history and culture, a3 the chapter titles
thow: Arabia before the Prophet; The Prophet, the Koran and
[slam; The Caliphate; From the Caliphate to the End of the Otto-
mans; The Crusades; 'The Maghreb; Muslim Spain; The Shariz;
Philcsophy; The Sciences; Literature; The Arts; Problems of the
Present Arab World.

Remarkably readable and concise, this is essential reading for all
who seck a solid background knowledge for the understanding of the
Middle East today.

‘One must wish for it the very largest circulation to which it is by
all standards encitled,” Birmingbam Port

Demy oo, jor. net

IRAN

RICHARD XN. FRYX

Richard N. Feye, who worked for many years in Iran, Afghanistan,
Turkey, and Egypt during World War II, brings to thiz short intro-
duction to Iran a historian's accuracy, a writer’s talent, and an eye for
colour. The result i¢ 2 fascinating, accurate portrait of a vital area in
the cold war about which most Westerners have only general and

often hazy ideas.
Croson 8vo. Bs. 6d, et
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