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THE ARMENIAN QUESTION

Before the Peace Conference.

i

[ | . ” " v o o
ot “id“'l: !1}11111 lurf the entice Armeman nation, whose elecled delegales from
Armenia atsell and From all parts of the world : it

A irts ¢ al Lhe present 'l asse
S o g e ! are a present moment asseni-

; aris, Lhe Armenian National Delegati
Lo the Peace’Conference U i e 3 BN b
e present memorandum whieh su i

T " o 4 i oy

ralions and claims of the Armenian nation. A

N lh.—\ftclz:‘ p?ss‘:l(::g fli:lrmqr{l‘. centuries of oppression and sufferings, our nalion

i ¢ Lhreshold of the 200h century reach i i e ‘

: v oreached Lhe eimax in the univers

o - : ! ax in the universal con-

lll igration, lorn and covered with blood, bul aspiring wilh a faith mor illiI\"

wan ever Lowards ils liberalion i il
. {J;IL\\L: to\\m ds its liberation and the realisation of its national ideal, thanks

e e . al, thank:

“ .-.tb iclory of thf, _*l!u-d and Associaled Powers, who have inscribed upon

eir banners the principles of Right, Justice, and the right of People di
puse of their own lot. X e

Taking it: inci :

Ddcgﬂtio:‘gi:ltl-; rs;t:::id u]:iou these great principles, the Armenian National

J ; eting the unanimous voice of the whol i :

which has already conslity i i ke T 1
ady ted itself into an Independe ic i

e S e i b ependent Republic in the
, has ¥ proclaimed the independence of 1 i

9 A o : ntegral Arr h

nolified l]'ll: Allied Governments thereof by a note of 30 \'oé\,'e‘mber lics;;:l o

muu‘:lpn;::!;? hil-s woun-its right to i:ltlu.epa.!ﬂdélutu by its voluntary and sp;mla

: icipation in the war on the three front " s i .
s, i \he three fronts of the Caucasus, Syria and
h:;l:{.&.,ﬂ?llﬂ by the myriads of victims in men, women and chi]dr::*:a through
L ‘l. ity to the cause of the Entente looked upon by her from the oulscl.c'.m

el -, o T 9 = . =
f own, - As a resull of these enormous losses on all baltlefields, Uhiroush

assacres, and along Lhe paths of deportations she has paid a heavier Lril ﬁi
to Death than any other helligerent nation i
Vietory has alineinai . ' :

" .lt.l.ul_\ has tl-.._luuul Armenia from the voke of her oppressors, and her
;m: u;lun-Ew; \I\uuitl in themselves sulfice Lo justily her right to Independence i
wl, as will be proved hercaller, she has ¢ i
: . , she has olther equally and highly legitimate
Litles of historical, elhnical, political and moral ualun-..- it

*
&g
‘lllu policy of the European Powers in vespect of Turkey was for |

IIII;IIUtllIiIlL';i by the dogma of the Integrity of the Olioman L£111];irv ‘I.llt:lll'l'l_"::ll:-:
cile the Integrity of Turkey with Lhe 'uh]igul.imls which the hl-ul -1". -‘
::,“":I.Ifjﬂ-”“:: Ehrtsllun peoples oppressed by l!tc.'l’urks, Lhe gruul. I‘l;\;lllail::
owers ..I.d\(.llulll.‘d « reforms » by which he non-Turkish races would beneli
and which would ensure Lhem cquality of treatment wilthoul disting f”“' i
sl sy L distinclion of

Facts have proved how vain were Lhese hopes. The Turks, Old or Young,
have never seen aught in reforms but a means Lo hoax Europe and have always
managed, in practice, by an artful playingolTol the rivalries of Lhe PPowers againsl
one another, to elude them. The Christian populations, henceforth an object
of suspicion to the Porte, became still more wretched than they were at the
time when the Turkish power was at its zenith.

The whole history of Armenia under Otloman domination during six cen-
turies has been but one long martyrdom wilh periodical massacres ; but those
persecutions assumed 2 particulary virulent character in the last 30 ycars,
since, that, the Armenians have claimed the amelioration of their lot.

The Treaties of San Stefano (1877) and of Berlin (1878), the Cyprus Con-
vention, the Reform scheme submitted to the Porte by the Ambassadors in
1895, have been so many international acts intended to reform the abuses of
Turkish rule but which have proved as many dead letters, Europcan Diplo-
macy having always been satisfied with half-measures : Whenever Europe
spoke of reforms, Turkey replicd with massacres and Europe held her peace.

In 1908 the Armenians joined action with the Young Turks with the objecl
of overthrowing the tyrannical power. The Young Turk, in order to obtain
Armenian help, had promised them an era of « liberty, equality and frater-
nity » The Armenians placed faith in these promises. Less thau a year after-
wards the massacres of Adana took place in which 20.000 Armenians perished ;
but the policy of the maintenance of the integrity of Turkey prevented once
more the Powers from intervening.

It was not till 1912-13, after the Balkan Wars, at the moment when the
Conference of London was assembled for 1he solution of the Balkan problem,
that the Great Powers, in response to the appeals of the whole Armenian Nalion,
intervened and addressed the Porte with the object of obtaining the execu-
tion of the reforms stipulated in Article 61 of the Berlin Treaty.

The Ambassadors in Constantinople were instructed to study a project
and to draw up same in definite form. Long and laborious were the negotia-
tions to overcome the resistance of the Porte. Finally however she was brought
to accept a text, but one which was belittled and disfigured by the interven-
tion of Germany, who had never ceased to lend her support to Turkish diplo-
macy. This agreement, signed on the 8th Feb. 1914, the Young Turks hasten-
ed to tear up, as soon as Germany provoked the War. But this did not pre-
vent the Turks from proposing lo the Armenians an ignominious compact-
they proposed to them that they should make common cause with the Tartars
in an insurrection against the Russians and, in exchange, the Porte was Lo have
granted Autonomy to the Armenains.  Germany stepped forward as the sponsor
of her ally. Need it be said that the Armenians replied with an indignant
refusal? The revenge of the Young T urks, coldly premedilaled and forean-
nounced, was terrible.

We will relate neither the massacres, uor the deportations which have
been massacres in disguise. The story of them supported by overwhelming
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E\'idcnc? inlto]bc found in the Blue Book presented to Parliament by Lord
rvee ; in the hooks by Morgenthau, L. Einstein i
: . 3 f +L. E , and even in pamplhlet it-
;‘l" P}t(;:;rmans, such as the report of Dr, Niepage, that of Drpl.epl;ius sw\:;:!h
as Just been published in Paris, Mr. Harrv Sturmer’ . ;

: : S, A Harry Sturmer’s book, ete. It is important
Il..ﬂ“i}li(;:]l_l \i-]“ll-l we have had many proofs that the work of the exterminftiort l::f
: ¢ Nalion was methodically organised by the Turkish o
orders were transmitted by circ;.llnrs o e

1 3 s and telegrams to the vari ials i
all the Armenian Provinces. Sever: e e
e o b everal of these documents have been found
A I.-:.“o]:‘l;;g \\'asllcf[t to chance by the Government, neither assassinations,
» 10T Lorlures, nor rapes, nor compulsory conversi & ;
medanism, nor death by starvation : : t?ll‘erSIOIls i
Alter such deeds the case is sett] i
. : s ed ; the Allies have already, by th
declarations of their Statesmen, undertaken to definitely ]iberaf; A{'m e'mlfem“
a tyranny unparalielled in History. The War of Peoples followe:lnryr:lz
Peat,:I?]‘?f ?e;plest,l must needs give Armenia her oomple,f.s Independence
15 Independence the Armenians have shed torre i :
) nts of blood in ord
win, not only the blood of their mart ——
i . yrs massacred and deported or put t
g;ail;e?rﬁerlawtful tortl:ires, but indeed the blood shed on val:-ions batﬂgﬁeld:
volunteers and soldiers who struggled and fought si i i
the Allies for the liberation of thei bt ea.
: eir country. Armenians were to '
]f:lghtmg spontaneously, voluntarily on all fronts. In France in thel!-elfs:ind
. 1 ;
! n:;ugeret -.rthey covered themselves with glory by their bravery. Scaroelyo:
enth part of their number came through alive, 1 i .
: bt 5 Syria and Palestine, i
Légion d'Orient, they hurried t o il e
; ; o the call of the Armenian D i i
Légion d’Orient, in which the o M
Lég - y were by much the dominati |
in itsell alone more than half the Fre i iy
nch centingent. They took i
derable part in the decisive Vietor ' . Hes koo
¢ y of General Allenby who paid ho
: . mma
::lle:r valour. Moref:vcr. the Armenians were to be found Ii:'u the Caucfx:utso
qials:is:.)t to melr]ltrfan the 150.000 Armenian soldiers who served in the Bus,
s ‘es on all fronts) thousands of volunteers led b y
i : : ¥ Andranik and
am(;y.of 50.000 soldiers uninterruptedly fought since the first days of t::l. vn.raan
:l;]l cl”tlhe s;:[premt: command of General Nazarbekian. It was these troops wh;
alter the collapse of Russia and the treaty i
y of Brest-Litovsk, deceived
tdoned by the Georgians, and betr: : i e
‘ gians, ayed by the Tartars, who had joi
Turks, defended the front sin i sl il
5 singlchanded and for seven month
Turkish advance. In this mann P 4
: anner they rendered a signal service to t
h ] the British
mrtzf ;zd:csogottarta;da; Lord Robert Cecil himself declared in an ofﬁciil
ssed to Lo ryce and in a reply to a ion i
queslion in the Hou
(“Tt')m‘mous. They a.lsc! prevented, by their resistance to the Turks up t:et;:
Slr,llll:;‘g of the M|slnw, the sending of enemy troops to other fronts
, ]‘w Arr'ncnmns have therefore been {rue belligerents ; their Iasses'dne to
e wnr', which exceed a million (out of a nation of 4 1/2 millions souls) are
proportionately much heavier than those of any of the other helligerents

Integral Armenia.

The Armenians, who for centuries had suffered Turkish domination, were
spread over all parls of that Empire. A greal number loo, flecing from their
tyranls, had cmigraled to foreign countries, lo Russia, (o America. U is
coerlain that the majority of those emigrants will relurn to their fatherland
onée Lhis latler he liberated. In consequence, Lhe slatisties which should have
weight are those of hefore the war, or rather those of before the Hamidian
massacres of 1894-96, which not only occasioned 300.000 deaths, but caused
also a considerable part of the population to emigrate. It is inadmissible thal
such erimes should benefit their authors, nor that they should attain the pro-
ject of their abominable designs, — to assure the majority and supremacy of
Mussulmans. THE VOICE OF ALL ARMENIANS LIVING AND DEAD
MUST BE HEARD. If Armenians have no absolute majorily over the tola-
lity of all races in the Armenian Vilayets, yet they are in a majority by com-
parison with each of them. Before the war, and in spite of the emigrations at
the end of the last century, the number of Armenians, in the six Vilayets called
Armenian, in the Vilayet of Trebizond, and in Cilicia, was superior to that
of the Turks and the Kurds taken separately and even equal to that of Turks
and Kurds together. There were 1,403.000 Armenians, against 943.000 Turks
and 482.000 Kurds.

On the other hand, the Armenian population was not the only one to
have suffered. The Balkanic Wars had already caused heavy losses to Lhe
armics of the Sultan, nearly exclusively recruited in Asia. The present War
conipleted the exhaustion of the very sources of recruiting ; and even the Tur-
kish civilian population heavily suffered not-only in the regions invaded by
the Russians, but also throughout their Empire where they were decimated
by epidemies which for want of care for the sick and lack of medicaments made
terrible ravages among all the mussulman clements.

However, number is not the sole factor which should scrve to delermine
the granting of our territory and the fixing of its frontiers. One must take
into account not only the dead, but also the degree of civilisation and the fact
that the Armenians are the sole element capable of actually constituting a State
fit for eivilisation and progress. The Mussulman and other non-Armenian popi-
lations who will find themselves within the Armenian Stale will enjoy liberlics
guaranteed by principles admitted by the Peace Conference.

The Kurds are divided into sedentary and nomadic elements. The grealer
part of the mountaineers who have the reputation of thieves and plunderers,
have always in the hands of the Turkish government been the instruments ol
massacres. Their political evolution has never gone beyond that of tribal
government. An important portion of the sedentary Kurds is established in
the region generally called Kurdistan, in those parts south of the Vilayels ol
Diarbekir and Van (Hekkiari). Those regions may be detached from the Arme-
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nian State. The rest of the ill Tive i i

e he Kurds will Jive in Armenia under the protection of
" ].t is however to b.e noted that among the Kurds there exist a good num-
l..r }\ho art'lol' )‘u‘memau arigin, and that, once this Turkish baneful influence
eliminated, il. will be easy to establish a community of interest between the
races, Anne])mus at]d. Kurds, the Armenians having it in addition within their
power the gift of giving the Kurds the benefits of civilisation, in th

interest of bolh parties. l e
. As to the nomads, special laws will regulate the change of pasture lands

in order lo guaranlee the safely of the country and prevent plunderings :

In accordance with the princi i
principles enunciated ahove, th i i
should form the Armcnian State are the following : st il
10 The 7 Vilayets of Van, Bitlis, Di i .
. . 4 , Diarbekir, Kharpout, Siv: D

f‘“d Treb:zqud ("f conformity with the Reforn Act ot Fl‘)ebruary :;ijj:rz::?::?
ing t.hc regions siluated beyond the South of the Tigris and to th lW ;
the line between Ordou-Sivas. Lo

20 The four Cilician Sandjaks, i a
jaks, i. e. Marash, i
and Adana with Alexandretta. AT 7 N
i :;1 (.:;.Ll :)l:-e :.ier:-ritm}y Ef ’the Armenian Republic of the Caucasus, including :
ovince of Erivan, the southerly por'tion of the f :
ment of Tiflis, the southwesterly sl bl
s y part of the Government of Elisab
the provinces of Kars, with the exceptio i i S
8 1 of th
i ptior e region to the north of Ardahan.
tmce‘:'l\fh:: n?hdul-l;i{atmid had the admipistrative boundaries of the vilayets
2 anaged to introduce arbitrarily into each of th
' ) em non-A i
regions m.suc_h a way as to assure a majority to the Mussulmans Wnilt‘i;n:‘.;z
:?-:tli :n[dn::. \r:w l‘m set up colonies of Circassians and other Mussulmans, immi
ussia or from the Balkans, in the midst of i inhabited
by Armenians. A general revision o At i e e e
: : ‘ f frontiers will therefore be needed. WV
:it?mst tl:lnt Ispccwl Mixed Commissions be charged with this work o; I:ecti‘l‘::13
ion and given a mandate to fix all the boundaries of {
: the Armenian St
taking due account of geo i i ot ” .
graphical, etl i i
b Do i p ethnical, historical, economic and stra-
r lh':h:nrz}tnlth;,z‘ ofdGrccks in the vilayet of Trebizond, which was the seat
cient Kingdom of Pontus, is superior to that of th i
. ‘ s, e Armenians ;
It;::c;;orste :i nghlzond is the only important outlet from Upper Al’meni::sto lt);:
. Greece has no designs upon this vilayet which i i
from the principal centres which sl i oo i
 the | he claims in virtue of the Rights of P
:1‘:: ltuls tl'“ p¢?rf~*=cl]::l agreement with the Greek Government, wh:;i has loni?:ile:i
question in a broad spirit of equity which it gi L
. gives us pleasure to do justi
31:1: we msluest the juncture of a part of the Province of Trehizond]to tc?:
menian State. Its Greek population may be certain that respect for thei-

religion and language will be assured by the Armenian Administralion under

a rule of brotherhood and cqual justice.

We desire particularly to declarc moreover {hat on their side the Arme-
nians of such regions as will be returned to Greece will accept in the same spirit
of confidence and loyalty the conditions which will be granted to them under
the Greek Govermment.

As to Cilicia or Armenia Minor, need it he said thal it is essenlinlly Arme-
nian, having always formed part of Armenia. 1L was the seat of the last King-
dom of Armenia during nearly four centuries, until the day when, defealed
by the. Arabs, its last King Leon V was carried away captive into Egypl, then
liberated, coming at last to Paris to end his life. He was burried at the Basi-
lica of Saint-Denis where his tomb is still to he seen.

The region of Zeitoun, whereof the inhabitants of warlike and proud race
are so attached to their national rights, has always and under all forms of go-
vernments enjoyed a semi-independence.  Let it be also remembered that at all
times and to this day the Catholicos of Sis, religious supreme head of Cilicia,
has had his seat at Sis, capital of Silicia.

The population of Cilicia is Armenian and Turkish. The Arab element
figures in it only in a very small proportion. Before the war, there were only
90.000 Syrians in Cilicia, whereas the number of the Armenians was as much
as 200.000 or over, in spite of the enormous emigration of 1909 caused by the
massacres of Adana. Further on there will be found, in the historical part,
other proofs of our incontestable rights over Cilicia. We cannol conceive
therefore in virtue of what principle does the Syrian Committee extend the
frontier on the north as farlas the Taurus mountains, thus claiming Cilicia as
part,of Syria, as shown on the map (annexed hereto) and published under the
care of the Syrian Committee and presented to the Congress of Marseilles. No
Atlas, either of the Modern World or of the Ancient, includes Cilicia in Syria,
-of which the northern boundaries are the Amanus near Alexandretta and NOT
the Taurus Mountains. We will not insist upon the fact that the term Syria
has never been a political expression, and {hat there had not been a Kingdom
of Syria. The Kingdom of the Seleucides founded by Seleucus, one of Alexan-
der's general, was Greek and had no Syrian national character. :

The Armenian people, deprived of Cilicia, separated from the natural ports
of Mersina and Youmourtalik (Ayas), would be condemned to Janguish in the
mountains, without intercourse with the Mediterranean world, without the
power to breathe, and, to use an expression oft used, Armenia would thus be
deprived of her lungs. Her life and future are on the Mediterranean.

The views of the Syrian Commiltce cannot moreover be reconciled with
the agreement between the French Government and the Armenian National
Delegation, when in 1916 the latter was notified of the clause relating to Arme-
nia in the Convention which the Great Allied Powers had just concluded with
regard to Turkey-in-Asia. Acceding at that moment with gratitude to the
desire of the Allies, who promiscd the liberation ol Cilicia and {he three western
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vilayels from the Turkish yoke, the Delegalion hastened to furnish Armenian
volunteers to contribule to the deliverance of their Fatherland.  More than
5.000 Armenians, enlisted in the « Légion d'Orient » in wlich the Syrians did
nol count more than 3 or 400 fighting men, Look part in the decisive
ol Palestine, to which Victory Syria owes her liberation.

We only recall these facts in order to enable the Peace Conference Lo come
lo a decision with a thorough knowledge of the matter and according to Lhe
principle of uationalities, a bed-rock for all their deliberations.

It there exists, as it is apparent, some divergeuce of the houndary lines
belween Armenians and Syrians, we must none the less say that ouvr senli-
menls of friendship and solidarity lowards the Syrians, cemented by centuries
of equal suflerings, could not suffer from those differences, and that none. more
than we can wish the constitution of a free and strong Syria as neighbour to
the Armenian State.

We request thal Armenia, with boundaries as aforesaid, be placed under
the colleetive guarantee of the Allied and Associaled Powers or under thal of
the League of Nations, who will guarantee the integrity and inviolabilit y of
her territory.  They will in addition delegate one to the Powers to give to 1he
new State during the first few vears an assistance in ihe organisation of the
Country and ils cconomic and financial conditions. This assistance should in
no way take the form of a protectorate, not even a provisional one, and should
be exercised so as to promote the interests of the Armenian Nation, ana in

such a way that the Sovereiguty of the State be not impaired

Victory

-
. 1
Armenian Claims

The programme of our National claims may be summarised s follows

10 The recognition of an Independent Armenian State, tormed by the
union of the seven vilayets and of Cilicia with the territories of the Armenian
Republic of the Caucasus.

That bounaary-lixing Missions, composed of Delegates from the guarantor Powers, aml
assisted by Armenian Commissioners, should be charged with the (ixing on the spot of the
telinite boundaries of Armenia ; such Missions to have full powers 1o setile withoul appeal
all difleulties which mu?' arise with bordering counluies, al the time when oullines, as
Lraced on the mup, are fixed on the ground itsell.

20 That the Armenian State, thus constitued, be placed under the collee-
Live guarantee of the Allied Powers and the Uniled States or under thal of
the League of Nations of which she requests that she may form a part.

3° Thal Special Mandate he given by the Peace Conference Lo one of Uhe
Powers to lend the necessary assislance lo Armenia during a period of Lran-
sition. The Armenian Conference, gathered at Lhe present moment in Paris,
and representing the whole Armenian Nalion, should be consulled aboul Lhe
cheice of the Mandalory Power. The mandale to be of a maximum duration of
twenty years.

4° That an indemnily be fixed by the Peace Confercnce for making good

i i oL ASSUCTUS,
the damages of all kinds suffercu by Lhe Armenian Nation Lhrough massac
deportations, spoliations, and devaslalions of Lhe Country. :

50 That the assisling Power have particularly as her mandale :

i : ccupy Lhese leeri-
a) To oblige the Turkish, Tartar, and other aulhorilies who still oceupy
tories Lo evacuale them.
b) To carry out the general disarmament of Lhe population.

T s acres, done vio-
q livipated in the massac by St
T 1l to punish Lhose who have parliciy | : T the victims.
lcncl:i] l;?.llcvxﬁgl}):lla(timl, llmlu:n part in plunders or benelited from ih(T‘SPU' S
d) To drive out of the country the dements of disturbance and disorder ;
the nomadic tribes. 19
£) To semd away the mouhadjirs, Mussulman colonists, bmplan
rule anid Lhat of the Young Turks. Sy
[) Lastly o have all necessary sh:pﬁ_ Laken _c_\'cr:.}\_hllir:;omm.‘ o
distriets, for the return Lo their former Christian l-_:|.|lh o ‘:‘livc g bl
and others eonverted by force Lo Islamism or kept caj N e Dt s
Armenia will be rearly to hear her share of the Ottoman lI uh;lsivaic:!l calue of ull
hefore 1t!u.- War. Turkey shoulid likewise up{{llcrllniknl“l‘fvda‘?m; 1‘1:0 c‘ o eniuns Iun'n]-g
isitions made by her. and to restore wilh Tair 1 ity urches, schools,
rctililtl:lt!;ll:‘:::l:l“::ki |:)r'u1mrtie.-a siluated in her own Lerrilory, ;u:] W el:l%s{t:llllcc(.“ e Y i
:1’§1|1;;.~ln-|'ics with their dependancies, lands :m:l goods, which w
Armenian community in any form whalever. ; s _——"
i ivale 1o U 5 Avimeniar vl o
f alional or privale landed eslales of A ! L have n
i 1‘;?:1-:;!‘]l:l!;c"‘:(ti?gious t&]’l\ll:l'lhtll Authorities in [‘Dlml.““ll:‘op::&!irnole el flocks.
t:}.\posc of them, Lo sell Lher, and Lo devole the proceeds Lo the 1 ® s Uatisained. WAt
}E\'cr{ person, of Armenian origin, tlnmi;{illfnt :n I: isfl;r;ts:: ﬂ(ﬁgt;t:g’n 2t of his rhirltlrcu
j 4y ¢ years Lhe oplion, either in his tizen, by inform-
fﬂ’" ’L‘e'ﬂf u]%ﬂulalr;mo?ru?; ;gw Nationality and of becoming an M“t.e\::zhn::) &;':lrlts‘ e ekl
in;yhelurc and and in writing the competent authorities of the tv

ted under the Thunidian

ja aml oullying
rg girls, ehildren

. sonee C -

The Armenians rely entirely upon the spirit of justice of th;: llhtllli!:“(;f‘;lj'-ll
rence and feel confident that she will sanclion this progranune 0 s
laims. The Powers, who are by now acquainted with the Arm[m{y 1':.wcalcd
national sentiments, vitality and warlike virtues have been p?wcr e
in the course of the present war, may repose confidence in us.l‘l ‘tj:udes o
the Powers should also note the energy, love for \v?rk, and mallya-“I:l m——_"
all itumau activities of a race always cager for higher culture
and which is in addilion remarkably prolific.

The Powers may rest assured that with such clem L 3
\Iildmi‘ a rule of peace, justice and Jiberty and thanks lo ||‘i(-‘.l p:l..ll‘l)-;ill?;.'»h:’;i:l:
League of Nations and the help of the Mandalory Power, “fn m‘l‘-cr{“; s
a fourishing and prosperous State, and will be one of the most po
of peace and civilisation in the Easl. . .

The Armenian queslion is nol solely a Jocal and nnlnulml_ utn.lju“ e
the f’eace of Europe, and upon its solution depends the pacification,
gress and the prosperity of the Near Easl.

cnls as Lhese, Armenia,

il concerns

Paris, P20 February, 19100

BoGros NUHAR,
President

of the Armenian Naltionul Delegualion.

AL AHARONIAY,
President ) )
of the' Delegation from the Armenian Republic
{o the Peace Conference.
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Cilicia.

The Syrian Committees have for sometime past circulated pamphlets and
maps, by which they endeavour to attach Cilicia to Syria ; whereas by her
history, her geography, her po pulation and her economic relations Cilicia forms
a part of the high Armenian plateau and is very sharply separated from Ana-
tolia and still more so from Syria.

The mountains of Kurdistan and the Amanus mountains, which are the
furthest prolongétions of the high Armenian plateau and reach as far as the
Mediterranean by the cape of Ras-el-Kanzir, are, according to all geographers,
ancient and modern, the natural barriers which separate not only Cilicia but

COMP LEMEN TA RY NO TE Lhe whole of Anatolia from the Syrian plain. In the same way the Anti-Taurus
S- range and the Boulghar mountains limit to the west the high Armenian pla-
teau and stretch to Mersina on the Mediterranean ; they thus separate the
four Cilician Sandjaks from Asia Minor. Even by her hydrographic system
Cilicia is altogether distinct from her two neighbours and link herself to the
high Armenian plateau, for the three principal rivers, the Tarsus, the Sihoun
and the Djihoun, have their sources in the Armenian mountains and flow out
into the gulf of Alexandretta. The gulf itself, embraced by the two arms of the
plateau, is her natural outlet to the sea.

The history of Cilicia is the same as that of all the high Armenian plateau.
Situated at the foot of this latter, she is the one and only point of passage which
all the dominating powers of Asia have contended for. It was at the time
of Hittites that Cilicia was for the first time independent. During centuries
she was a powerful Kingdom, against which the Rameses and Toutmes of
Egypt strove in vain, up to the day when she finally succumbed under the
Kings of Nineveh.

Once only, towards the middle of the Iith century, did this country enjoy
her independence, thanks to the Armenian princes and people who, under
the pressure of the Seldjucks, kept going westwards. This Armenian Kingdom
lasted until the end of the 14-th century, its frontiers ebbing and flowing in
the course of the endless struggles which they had to keep up against the Byzan-
tine Empire and the Mussulman sultans. During these struggles it always
kept the closest touch with the Crusaders and Latin Kingdoms founded by the
latter at Antioch, Ourfa, Cyprus and elsewhere, being ever attached to the
peoples of the West by its religion, its commerce, its Court, and above all by
the family connections of the royal house. It was finally overwhelmed by the
Turko-mussulman invasions.

To-day a new phase of the history of Cilicia begins, having this advantage
that the people who are aboul to found there a new fatherland upon its ancient
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ruins are not nhew-comers, hul the very same people who inhabited it for con-
Luries, and who sbruggled and suffered there; and who now claim their right
Lo_possess Lhe soil of Lheir farcfathers, a claim not daling from to-day hul from
the very day when the land was conquered and subdued.

Let it be also noled thal Cilicia, the high Armenian pluleau included, has
never been integrally under Turkish dominion. To the middle of the 19th con-
tury, Armenian groops remained masters of their mountainous regions, per-
petually fighting the Ottoman rule,

The-history of the region of Zeitoun during the last 50 years has thus heen
but a long scries of insurrections against Lhe voke of Lhe oppressor.  They
struggled in 1860 against 12.000 soldiers of Khourshia Pasha ; in 1862 againsl

the regular and irregular army of 35.000 soldiers of Aziz Pasha ; in 1806 againsl
the army, 40.000 men strong, of Edhem PPasha. And in spite of all, up to
the outbreak of the Great War, Zeitoun was never completely subjugated ; it
has always been the incarnation of the living protestation of Armenia against
the Turkish yoke, exactly as were the hrave people of Sassoun in the other
part of the same Taurus mouniains.

Let us not forget that in Cilicia, as in all Armenia, the massacres organised
periodically by the Turkish government had for their sele aim 1o stifle in blood
this protestation of the Armenians, and to exterminate their whole nation,
which, conscious of its right and its worth, aspired tenaciously towards inde-
pendence.

In Cilicia, there is yet another guardian of our immemorial rights, the
Catholicos of Cilicia, who, during centuries of bloody troubles had, and still
has, his seat in the ruined royal palace of Sis; and who awaits the arrival of
the Armenian Government in order to hand it all that ruined place, together
with the survivors of the marlyred population, whose number formerly reached
half a million.

The proportion of the' divers elements of the population of the four Cili-
cian, Sandjaks was before the war the same as that of the high Armenian Pla-
teau. The principal population of the country is formed of three elements.
Armenians, whose number exceeded 200.000 ; Turks, to the number of 78.000
and the Turkomans and nomadic Kurds to the number of about 60.000. The
other elements of the population are of secondary importance, there heing
15.000 Arabs and about 20.000 Syrians out of a total of half a million.

This population of Annenia (Armenians, Turks, Kurds), is completely
different from that of Asia Minor, of which the principal elements are Turks
and Greeks ; and from that of northern Syria where the predominating ele-
ments are Arab, Turk, and Kurd.

The Arabs and the Christian Syrians of the North of the Kurdish moun-
tains and of the Amanus range form together scarcely 7 0/0 of the popula-
lion, either in the four Sandjaks or in the immediately bordering cazas whereas
at even one or two kilometres to the south of those mounlains, the Arab ele-
ment forms more than Lhe half. This amounts to saying that the Amanus

« a el « = h S i 1
Il.ll""l.l barrier before which Syria ends o

a el u [ the ng I c d. nd

nd Ku d sh mo nlains form th 1

here :nia begins. . o -
\\htr: Ar:n;f:m thf above historical, geographical, asd statistical bonds, o
¥, p:u' T

, whi y i he four Cilician Sandjaks firmly
s “'h'dt‘s ]:J:Uffli:'ll?fll;:.“ }I}'Il‘:;:; }::ek !tirslly. sentimental cousidcratiol!?;!.
b 3 Pnrl-ls.l Kings, its soil strewn with the ruins of our ‘c.on.n'euts al'nr
Tas vkl st .mtf :'1 le's nest of our independence and resistance, C!llcl:f has :\:“
fﬂl'lﬂfﬁﬂﬁ- b rl.'lillllt‘f\\'ll‘ day, the object of the veneration and :\ﬁe.ct.wn [} .
li'mﬂlll_l‘d- ’ Nothing can put asunder such bonds; peoples at times ma
:\nllc_l"a'ls- ‘h ruptures, but never do they resign !hemsel.ves to them. X
a s !ﬂ‘cl in ndditi'an to sentiment, there exists the inexorable cconot:'thc

M‘Omo‘u,uach the coast zone of the Mediterranean at any cost to o
lmcesm_t}' tl0 ierland A vast high inland plateau has need of an outlet.m; lﬂ
.&nne:ll{lll. ‘m; strial ;lld commercial development. To separate Am::cma rfnr
“1 o 'm tu. cut her economic arterics, to strangle her prnductwe‘ power.
ek Isis ‘;lwo a moral factor, none the less impm:tant. Armen.mns a;i
ind Th‘eor:s acti‘\-e. productive, but they are emhedd’eq in the falalistlfhtnrgm
o leStﬂ o ds them. They are an Aryan dnd Christian peo}?le. but they
i SUlrtfu“ ;‘urko-;nussulman sea. They are western in spirit and chf;rgciiler;
Smeergef' " Eln constant contact with Turk and Tartar, thaif is to say with t ast
o “’;1 t which is the most behind the times. That is perhaps the mt:h
ll)aﬂfi:[stgz of“the Armenian people ; and one can understar:ld th:;] ?“:nf:e;-

ot i ul to be intimately connected wi

g “‘l[lc:.ha;.a:lil1tI:)e !:::?i‘:i:r:::;i::e and rapid contact with the West: hHT:::,z
lIic'min“v\?il;mi‘ble attraction towards the blue.of the Meditermrfeau.uw!tutcn :cr .
c;:; deliver her from her Asiatic imprisonment. To close this outle

ith i which
r back into the Turko-mussulman world with its customs to

to push he ok s

she will no longer submit and against which she is constrained to stru

i to her.
i the Mediterranean be opened . el
e &:LOZnE:t but add that Armenians do not claim the whole of the Vilay

i Mersi re the
of Adana in Cilicia. The region of Itchil to the wesF of Mersina whe
Armenian element is searce may be detached from il.
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Population of Armenia.

Up to the middle of the 19th century, the Armenian population formed an
ahsalule m{\jnrity in Turkish Armenia.  During the last ity years, under hoth
Hamidian and Young-Turk rule, there have disappeared hundreds of villages
of which we have descriptions in our literature of 40 or 50 years ago. The
Turkish governments have, in their place, installed Kurds and Teherkess immi-
grated from the Balkans and the Caucasus. Ou the other hand, insccurity of
life, absence of any administration of justice, tyranny and persecutions have
obliged a very large number of Armenians to emigrate to Russia, to the Bal-
kan States or to America. ,

But in spite of all the efforts and manoeuvres of the Turks, the main parl
of the Armenian people has remained attached to its ancestral soil with an
obstinate tenacity ; it has always formed, and that right up to the commence-
ment of this war, the most important element of the population in Armenia,
not only by its intellectual superiority and economic activity, but also by its
relative majority over all the other elements of the population.

What, before the massacres, was the number of the population of Armenia
and what were the proportions of the divers elements in respect of other races?
Turkish data in such a question are never to be relied upon. In the first place
there have never been either regular census or any exact statistics in Turkey ;
the Turkish government has always infentionally falsified all [igures, with the
object of showing that the Armenians are buf an insignificant minority.

Let us give a few instances of those falsifications.

The Turkish Government states as 80.000 the number of the Armenians
in the Vilayet of Van. Now, it is established irrefutably that the number of
the Armenians of that Vilayet, who at the time of recent events took refuge
in Russia, is over 220.000.

At the other end of Armenia, in the whole of the Sandjak of Marash, the
Turkish Government counts about 4.200 Armenians. Now, in the town of
Marash alone, there were, as Elisée Reclus testifies, more than 20.000 Arme-
nians, i. e. half the population of the town. In Zeitoun, which lies in this
same sandjak of Marash, with its cight villages, there were according to the
figures arrived on the spot in 1880, 27.460 Armenians and 8.344 Mussulmans.

The Turkish Government gives for the nine vilayets of Van, Bitlis, Diar-
hekir, Kharpout, Erzeroum, Trebizond, -Sivas, Adana, and Aleppo 848.000
Armenians in all. Now, the American Committee for Armenian and Syrian
Relief in its fifth report published in 1916, bears witness that the number
of the Armenians massacred in Armenia is hetween 600.000 and  850.000,

and that the number of those deported to Zor, A.leppn and Damasc;:i:]s 48(:.:)(15:‘;
the number deported to the interior of Anatolia 300.000 ; tlnt nl c n:u:]fhv,r
in the Caucasus 200.000. If we add to “'""_‘ figures the \u}fh Tﬁ; 1'|u- i
of the vielims of cholera among the refugees in the Cgucasl‘.ls. i s_|. : e
verts to Islam, of the women and children \\‘!Io remained in thcllthml'l}:(;.]} n'..
find that the figure given by the Turks is even less than e hs

g r";‘ail:i'abitual system of the Turks in drawing up statistigs is thedt.'oll'm'vilzig’l .-,
— firstly, without modifying unduly the total of the populat.mn, to Lmu;:ii m
far as possible the number of Christians apd to add the (.lﬂfrcml:_c; 0 b:“ -
the Mussulmans. Secondly, to avoid stating figures by nal]o'nati ies, ok
class them in a lwmp according to religion ; thus, they dcnomt;:are sep'h .M_%
the Armenians as Orthodox (‘.hristiafrs. Protestants and.Catv o!xc,:l. \\T?rk;
they lump together the Mussulmans in a total figure which inc 1; :;J : PP;.:
Tartars, Turkomans, different races of Kurds, Tche'rkess. ;azas, : ],i,“m\-
sians, Gypsies, nomads and all, albeit they are very dlljlerent. in rch; 1: story,
in economic life, in degree of culture, in short in their p.nlmca i e;: y i

Il is on such false foundations Lhat all cilmogljaphn.:aF maps have bee

hased. They have very often led the European public opinion inta error.

*
LR

The ethnologic questions of the Turkish Empire rannlot hc.“l’?]oket: :}it‘zu::
studied by the same methods as those of Eur.ope:u‘l countries. . cl‘:f ;)muiglni
apply the principle of nationalities in Tu.,-ke_‘{'-m—!\sm by the lc)re'l l(t)]I:e cih“nm;-
political units, it would be absolutely illogical 1o take as basis Lol

i different regions. :
pl“callnafl‘l:tcri'e;ftherc arc none but political quesi‘iﬁns ; and the e:hn;c p:lmll::t;:;
of any part of this Empire at a given moment is ‘bl.l.t the effec ?ha pm su.
situation. Now, one cannot take an _eﬂect as b?sls when one “"f eshmvth;
press a cause. Up to the conclusion of the Berlin Treaty, Ar::.r;e.ma,0 it
oppressed during five centuries, prescnted a com]?acl Ameml;m 1-p1 pTrml\‘
forming an absolute majority. Since the conclusion of tlwA.erniam ”_K:
which was to guarantee sccurily of life and prppeny to the :1 m}:u Vi‘;ie““‘
clhnographical aspect of Armenia has hFe.al radically transforme iyl i
and massacres. In comparing the statistics drawn up by the An?i\:;me"iamli“
chate in 1882 and 1912, it is found that whereas thrf numhe; 300 w:re < ‘“m
Turkey in 1882 was estimated at{ iﬁﬂo;);]:]é (t)f g);lggo}]ﬁsm;d Bt

i i those figures fell in o 2.100. pado
Ar:llf\l:lan v{:’? i:l:ls find a 2ecreasa in the total number nf. Armenians in Tu‘r]-
ﬁy oflng.DOO souls. In reality, this decrease in the six \ff[ayet's \;‘::Trﬁfz.?,(:l ,E
which means that oulside Armenia the number of Armcman: :;I“ o E};hno-
increased by 162.000. This is an undisputable praof of the fac fh”". -
graphical question in Turkey is but an cflect of the aculeness o pol
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question. The facl that in Lhirty years (1882-1012), the number of the Arme-
nians of the six vilayets instead of inercasing has diminished by 662.000, whe-
reas thal of the Armenians in other parls of Turkey has inereased by only
162.000 souls, is only due 1o a less ferocious oppression inflicted upon the Arme-
vians of the other parts of Turkey than in the six vilavels.  To reverl Lo the
tolal decrease in Lhe number of the Annenians, must il therefore be said that
this decrease was only 500.000? Evidently not. The number by which a race,
prolific like that of Lthe Armenians, will increase by a natural birth-rate, in
a period of 30 years, may be put at 500.000. It follows then that the nuinber
of Armenians wiped out by Uhe Turks during this period of 30 years was in
reality 1.000.000, estimating at 100.000 the wwmber of persons who emigrated
through violence.

During this War, more than 1.000.000 Armenians have perished. [lence,
since the Trealy of Berlin by which the Powers look a solemn engagement lo qua-
rantee securily to Armenians, more than 2.000.000 of them have been pul lo death
by the Turks. The same Powers could not surely now deny the truly Armenian
character of Armenia, and lake instead a false basis of ethnography founded
on violence.

But the ethnologic situation in Turkey has not been arbitrary only in the
last 40 years. It has ever been so from the very foundation of the Turkish
Empire. Its etnographic aspect, since its foundation, has always been the
reflection of its eternal policy of suppressing subdued races. When the Turks
conquered their empire, Asia Minor proper contained nothing but a compact
Greek population ; now-a-days it is a compact Turkish population that it con-
tains, with Greek groups on the coasts. What is accountable for this transfor-
mation? History shows that when barbarous tribes have invaded a eivilised
country, they have been assimilated by the subjected population, whenever
the latter had a superior civilisation, as was the case of the Francs in Gaul,
of the Lombards in Italy, of the Bulgars in Bulgaria. Turkey alone makes an
exception to this historical law; and this exception has solely been established
by a policy of systematic massacres, followed by Turkish forced immigrations
among the properties of the victims. Turkey has in fact always made’ use, as
of a second army, of this colonisation scheme, in order to cansolidate its mili-
tary conquests by ethnographic ones; it has added vet other expedients, such
as the creation of a body of Janissaries, of Kurdish Hamidians, ete.

All the above considerations demonstrate that the application of the prin-
ciple of nationalities in Turkey cannot be based on an ethnographic aspect,
which is the very result of the violation of that same principle. The war for
that matter has taken in hand the solution of the problem. The ethnographic
aspect of the Turkish Empire is to-day radically different from what it was
4 years ago ; the populations have been transformed into a mass of nomads.
By what ethnographic data ought one therefore to apply the principle of natio-
nalities?

Evidently there is only one basis which can be taken into serious consi-

deration : historical right in all its elements. And as the Balkan peoples reco-
vered their independence, though at the cve of their liberation they were con-
fronted with same cthnographic difficulties as in the case of Lhe Armenian
people, Armenia too should recover her independence, h\ Lhe rcalhsalmn of
the principle « Armenia for the Armenians » hallowed by six centuries of mar-
tvrdom. The clhnic question in Armenia is no more serious than llmE of
ﬁulanin in the seventies. That is what clearly cmerges Ht'rnm & comparisen
of the {wo statistics, the one wilh regard to Bulgaria in 1870, according to the
report of Mr. Aubaret, Consul at Boustchouk, to his government, 1'e‘p|'nducr-(l
in the Bulletin of the Geographical Sociely (Aug. 1876), and the other with regard

to Armenia, according to the census arrived at by the Armenian Patriarchate

in 1912 (see schedule n® 5). .
Is it necessary to recall that Greeee, at the time of the dectaralinn of her

independenee, eontained but 300.000 to A00.000 Greeks?
-
LR

But apart from the recognition of Lhose fondamental facts, a car\.cl'ul exar
mination of the arbitrary ethnographic situation created by the .Turk.s in Arme-
nia makes it evident that the essential element therein to-day, in spite of mas-
sacres of centuries, is still the Armenian people. . r .

If we consult the statistics drawn up by the Armenian Patnnrchfdc in
Constantinople, as well as other Armenian documents, we ﬁnd_ am‘.plo evidence
that at ihe eve of the War the number of the Armenian popuiallm‘l in all Turkey
was a little over 2 millions, of whom 1.403.000 inhabited Armenia. (See sche-

o

i :cc:g;ling to the official Russian statistics, at the outbreak of the war,
the number of Armenians inhabiting all the southern part of the Caucasus
reached 1.804.600, of whom 1.296.000 were in Armenia properly so called.
(See schedule ne 3). . . :

If we add to those figures the number of the Armenians established in
other countries abroad, that 823.000, we obtain the grand lotal of the Arme-
nians before the war, which is 4.470.000. (See schedule ne 4).

Of that number about 2.700.000 lived in the fatherland, and more than

in its immediate neighbourhood.

l’mn’l.‘?zon:::n:‘:r ltl;tfl’l”l.!rkn who fwcll. in Armenia was 1.005.000 ; ihal of Tarlars
537.000 ; that of Kurds and nomadic Turkomans 555.000. Al the Mussuhnans

together formed 2.308.000.

Hence : —
1e Taken separately, out of the whale population in Armenia, Armenians

represented a relative majority.
90 [n Turkish Armenia alone, they were but slightly less numerous than

all the Mussulman elements together.
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30 They were decidedly superior to Lhe general total of the whole of the
Mussulman population, when taking the Armenian territories of Turkey and
the Caucasus together.

4° The number of all the Christian peoples formed 55 0/0 of the general
population ; that of Mussulmans 40 0/0 ; and divers other religions 5 070,

*
* x

The number of the victims among Armenians eaused by this war is fright-
ful ; the losses of all the other nations rarely exceed 10 0/0 ; ours represent the
quarter of the total number of the Armenians, or nearly half of the Armenians
inhabiting Armenia.

« There is no longer any Armenian question! We have already settled
it! » said the Turkish minisler with cynical pride.

« Armenia independent ! Yes, that would be very well; but unfortunately
there are no Armenians left ! » repeat our adversaries, not without hypocrisy.

To accept that argument would be to renounce to all human justice, to
insult the millions who sacrificed themselves for the Victory of Right ; it would
be to sanction the crimes of assassins, and to aid in the foul Turkish project of
exterminating a whole nation.

Morcover, it is happily not true that the Armenians have been extermi-
nated, though the number of their victims does amount to a million, though
a part of the survivors who fled or were deported succumbed to famine and
epidemics, and though those who remain are somewhat exhausted by strug-
gles and infinite sufferings. It is a happy fact that a part of the nation sur-
vives, and it has but one single hope, one single will, to rekindle the extinguished
hearths, to rebuild the houses destroyed, and to set to work again, but this
time for itself, and in its Mother Country, liberated and independent.

Of the three millions and a half which we to-day represent, one and a half
millions are at the present moment on their native soil ; to-morrow this num-
ber may easily reach two millions and a half. In the Caucasus, in Russia, in
Constantinople, in Europe, in Egypt, in America, in the Balkans, in fact eve-
rywhere, the hour of return to the fatherland is awaited by Armenians with
impatience, and all, quivering with hope, are preparing themselves for it.

As to the Mussulmans, their numbers too have decreased in Armenia, in
a much bigger proportion than is generally supposed.

In the first place, the vilayets which were the scene of the invasion of the
Russian armies and of their occupation, such as Erzeroum, Trebizond, Van,
Bitlis, are to-day for the most part absolute deserts, the mussulman popula-
tion of which has been killed, has fled, or has succumbed to epidemics. At

the end of the year 1917, in the vilayels of Van, Billis, and Erzeroum, there
were in all 46.000 Turks and about 50.000 Kurds.

In the sccond place, in those parls of our territories which constituted
the immediate rear of the fighting front, such as the vilayets of Sivas, Khar-
poutl, and Diarbekir, the Mussulman element, as German officers testify, sui-
fered enormous losses in consequence of the evacuation, famine, and epide-
mics of cholera and typhus. For instance, the town of Diarbekir, which, at
the commencement of the war, had a population of 55.000, and wherefrom,
in the autumn of 1915, 22.000 Armenians were deported and immediately
replaced by 30.000 Mussulman immigrants from ihe region of Billis, had in
the month of May 1917 only 6.000 inhabitauts in all.

Thirdly, the grealer part of the Mussulmans who have remained there,
once our independence sanctioned, would no longer remain in our country ;
they would withdraw into bordering countries, in order to live under a Tur-
kish government, as has always been the case when Christian nations have
been liberated from Turkish domination.

Fourthly and finally, upon an agreement being come to between (he
Armenian and Turkish governments, it will be possible 1o make regular
cxchanges of population. This question may even be submitted to the League
of Nations and the measure realised under fair conditions, because a great advan-
tage would acerue 1o all, to Armenia, to the Turks, and to universal Peace/

To sum up, within the boundaries of Armenia, scarcely half of the Mussul-
man population exisling before the war is now lefl, that is to say, less than a millivn,
probably composced as follows : — Hall a million of Turks, Tcherkess, and
similar elements ; 300.000 Tartars and 200.000 Kurds.

We may thus sketch the following table, which will give an estimate at a
glance of what the next population of Armenia will be in the first years of her
existence : —

Armenians. . . . . . . . .. 2,500,000
Greeks, Nestorlans, Hussians, Christlans . . . ., . . 3.000.000
Guorglans, Europeans ., . 00, oy
Turks,  Clrcassinng,  Arabs,
POTRIUME .+« ame 0w S, 00 )
o £ 2 00 € ssulmans. . o . . . 1000000
Parlams o oow 5 o win x W @ 400, 00
Inumdse: - 508 @ia w % 3 2000,
Kisilbashis,  Yezedis,  Zuzas,
Fellale, o o« v o o v S, 000 Other religions, ., . SO, 1
4.300.000 4,300,000
.

We have alrcady said in the foreguing pages that the imporlance of a
nation is lo be mesured not only by its number, but alse, and above all, by
its economic aplitudes and its degree of culture.
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The most ancient historians have drawn allention Lo the worlh of the Arme-
Jiaus, who, by Lbeir spirit of iniliative, their hardihood and their far-reaching
culerprise, have endeavoured from the most ancicnt times to develop com-
merce and industries, in the whole hinterland of Asia, and precisely thereby
have, together with the Phoenicians and Greeks, been the pioners of civilisa-
tion in the East.

Armenians conlinued Lo play Lhat parl during the middle ages as well as
in modern times. We cannol do beller than quote the evidence of a German
vhserver, Paul Rohrbach, the apostle of pangermanism, who cannol be suspected
ol partiality in favoer of any but the Turks.

« In the Turkey of to-day, almost completely reduced to its Asiatic pos-
sessions, Armenians stand for much more than what their number would give
une to suppose. They are withoul a doubt, both from intellcctual and mate-
rial points of view, the most active element among all the oriental puoples;
iL may even be said that they constitute, in Lhis centre, the only people who
have innate nalional qualities, Armenians are endowed with an cnergy and
a lenacity in complete contradiction with all we are wont lo regard as Lhe
Oriental character. »

To give an idea of the economic activity of the Armenian element in Arme-
nian Turkey, we will set forth some commercial and industrial statislics of
the vilayet of Sivas, which is, one may say, the least Armenian, of the 6 vilayels,
It will be seen however that all its commercial and industrial activity is nearly
exclusively in the hands of Armenians.

Commerce : Import : Out of 166 wholesale merchants, 141 are Armenians,
against 13 Turks and 12 Greeks.

Export : Out of 150 merchants, 127 are Armenians and 23 Turks.

(Out of 37 bankers or capitalists, 32 are Armenians and only 5 are Turks ;
oul of 9.800 shop-keepers and artisans, 6.800 are Armenians, 2.555 ouly are
Turks, and 150 are of various nationalities. )

Industry : Out of 133 factories, 130 belong to Armenians ; the technical
stull of all the factories is composed exclusively of Armenians. The number
of the workmen amounts lo 17.700, vul of whom some 1-1.000 are Armenians.

IL will be enough to meution that before Lhe war the two millions of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire had in their hands the greater part of the coun-
Lry's trade, as against more than 20.000.000 inhabitants. But let it not be
lorgotten that trade has never been the principal eccupation of the Armenian
peopl.  The grealer majorily of the nation, 85 0/0 to 90 00, has in all limes
devoled ilself lo agricullure and lo the smaller crafts, whether in Turkey, in the
Caucasus or in Persia. Armenians are before all agriculturists and artisaus.

« In the vilayet of Van », says Rohrbach « they have in their hands 98 0/0
of the commercee, and 80 0/0 of the agriculture. The gold and silver smiths, the
cngravers, the furniture manufacturers, the tailors, the shoemakers, the archi-
teets, the carpenters, the masons, and ihe smiths are all Armenians. In the

liberal professions, doclors, lawyers and chemisls are likewise Armenians.
The same applies to other regions.

« The activity of the Armenian element is apparent also in the field of public
instruction and scholastic organisation. Armenian schools are numerous and
belter than those of any olher nationalily in Turkey ; and what should be
particularly apprecialed is the fact that they have been crected solely by volun-
tary coulributions, not only from the richer Armenians, but also from all per-
sons of the middle classes and from the poorer people of the common class.
As carly as 1903, Turkey counted 818 Armenian schools with more than 82.000
scholars. Those schools are under the control of the Armenian Patriarchale
in Conslantinople. To that number must be added the schools of Armenian
Calholics and protestants, as well as private schools. In Turkish Armenia
alone, that is to say the six vilayels and Cilicia, there are, out of the above
lolal number of schools, 383 Armeunian ones, with 32.000 students of bulh
sexes ; on the other hand, in 1he same regions, there are but 130 Turkish schools
with about 17.000 students.

« In consequence of this state of allairs, and of their mental activity geny-
vally, and above all of their assiduity at their work, the number of Armenian
employees in the Turkish administration is relatively high. So numerous
indeed are these employees and so great the sum of the work they accomplish
that without them the machine of the state would come to a standstill. »

We find analogous opinions in the writings of nearly all European and
American travellers who have stayed any length of time in Turkey and in
Armenia before the war.

The proportion of Armenian schools and pupils as well as that of teachers
is still more striking in the Russian part of Armenia. The number of Armenian
students in Russian, European and American universities exceeds 15.000.

Armenians have distinguished Lhemselves as well in Turkey as in Russia
and Persia by their administrative, diplomatie, and military qualities. They
have furnished the Russion army with numerous generals, Turkey and Hun-
gary, with great administrators, and Turkey, Persia and olher countries with
a greal number of diplomatists.

Armenians have distinguished Uhemselves, especiully during the last
50 years, in all branches of intellectual aclivily, lilerature, science, arl, ele.

It is indeed time that the Armenians had oceasion Lo place their apliludes
ul Lhe service of their own country.

The Armenian people is essentially democralic; at all limes they have
conducled all Lheir institulions by means of elective bodies.  Even Lheir cecle-
siastic hicrarchy makes no exceplion Lo this, and Lhe Supreme Head of the
Church is himsell elecled by the whele nation.

Our Country has always been the point of division between two worlds,
two civilisations, easlern and western. 1L is precisely for this reason that the
greal clashes between LEast and West have laken place on and around its moun-
tains ; and it is also for Lhis reasou that the greal powers of the East and West
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have  always allached great imporlance Lo Lthe domination of those
regions.

They have snatched them from one another in innumerable wars, they have
for ever been trampling upon them and ruining them ; and it has always heen
the original Armenian people which has built them and rebuilt, construcled
and reconstructed them, and which has never acquiesced that any one great
power should establish itsell there permanently.

The whole history of Armenia has been one incessanl, obstinale, and
unequal struggle lo defend her individualily, her culture and her religion against
powerlul races and enemies who have attacked her on all sides. She has also
sulfered for centuries for adhering to her religion in fight against Mussulman
invaders. She has, in addition, though momentarily, stemmed all the inva-
sions of the hordes of central Asia who have poured towards Europe and whe
finally crushed the Byzantian empire.

For centuries Armenia has by turns succeeded in standing firm and found-
ing kingdoms; later she fell beneath the yoke of the invaders, raising her-
self again anew and reconquering her independence, now in one part of her
palrimony now in another, according to the pressure of circumstances. Bul
whether under the rule of national kings or under the yoke of the foreigner,
the aboriginal landlord of these mountains, the worker, the producer, has
always been the Armenian, who has bedewed his native soil with his blood and
wilh the sweal of his brow, and whose persevering tenacity in spite of all obs-
tacles has founded a civilisation peculiar to himself, which is the resultant of
o mixture of Lwo civilisations, western and eastern.

All the high Armenian plateau, from Adana and Sis as far as Van and
El'j\'alt, is bestrewn with ruins of towns, fortresses, churches, convents, bridges
and monuments which bear witness to his incessant civilising work. A litera-
Lure of great historical, philosophical and poetical value from the 4th century
onwards, a rich and (lexible language, and a Christian Church of a natiounal
character are the noble heritage which this indefatigable intellectual work has
lelt us.

The misfortune of the Armenian people is that, in consequence ol Tur-
kish lyvanny during the last quarter of a cenlury, the civilised peoples ol the
West see in them nothing but a persecuted Christian people who arouse but
pity and have need of their help. Il is nol pity bul respecl which such a nalion
fond of work_and of liberly deserves, a nalion which has so much endured and
sv nuech resisted.  Unfortunalely the history of Armenia is too little known
in the West, where people are unaware of the part which the Armenians have
played both_in their own history and in Lhat of the peoples who have subju-
galed them.  Even still less known are their literary and artistic works, which
however relleet the best aspects of our mind, and which the Armenians can
proudly place side by side with those of other civilised countries.

The people which for 30 centuries, from long before the time when Xeno-
phon spoke of them, have lived until our days on those high plateaux is the

Armenian people ; the people which played the part which history and geo-
graphy assigned to them ; which have, in their annals, .recnrded what they I“Tw
done ; which have set their right to their terrilories ; which after each devastation
have huilt and rebuilt and rebuilt ; which have thought and produced ; Lhal
people is in every case the Armenian people. All the other rlemenls have
cither been altogether secondary in point of view of numbers and :mpo:jlnuct-,
or clse half-savage races, which have neither art, nor Iiterature,‘unr hasllo!')".
and which in the course of their existence have contributed nothing to civili-
sation. As to the Turkish conquerors, who have fed on our blnodl, on our
brain, on the sweat of our brow, without themselves prorluciflg anything, they
arc but the continuation of those hordes which, since the lln}es of the Assy-
rians, have conquered and plundered our country, and vfhu:h ha\-c‘ subsc-
quently disappeared from the scene of history, leaving the high Armenian pla-
teau to its original owners, the Armenian people.

The Armenian Republic of the Caucasus.

The Northern regions of our Country which, spcakin'g generally, consti-
tute the couniry watered by the river Araxes, and which'm the course of "lhc
19th century the Russian government had torn bit by .h.lt from the Persr:_ms
and the Turks, represent likewise an essential and r_nldi\rls.:ble ‘part of the }.ugh
Armenian plateau ; Ararat, Koukark, Ardzakh, anr% Sloun?k. known since
nntiiiuil.y. arc the four principal provinces of Armenia. It is ﬂwrtt. .Hlat are
to be found our capitals and the greater part of our cclebra.tcd cities, such
as Ardashad, Vagharshabad, Yervantaguerd, Dvin, Nakhitchevan, Kars
and Ani. : ‘

It is there that in the middle ages our kingdom of Bagratides was founded,
with its capital Ani, which with ruins still sta‘r.ding is the_ best critcrm_n of the
high degree to which the industry, the civilisation and ar.t or' the Armenians had
attained. The principality of Lory lasted up to the begmmng of the 15tl} cen-
tury. At Kara-Bagh, the ancient Armenian independence h\'c[‘i on .ul‘lt.l] the
coming of Russia ; it was the meliks (princes) of I(hnmf,a who maufl}- instigated
the entry of the Russians into the Caucasus, hOpl!Ig that with the help
of the Christian Russians the Armenians would be delivered from thc‘Mussul-
man yoke and relying upon the words of the Cz.ars who prgmlsed }Ilc
restitution of an independent Armenian government in the occupied territo-
ries. Up to the present day it is still at Etchmiadzin that is to ‘hc found the
seat of the Spiritual Head of all Armenians, His Holiness the Ca!.h?lacps, fouudcltl.
in the 3rd century, upon the conversion of Armenia to Chnst:aml}lu By its
number and the situation which il has created for itself, the ‘{“0&'. important
element of the population of those provinces is still the Armenian. (See sche-
dule ne 3). i

Since one of the aims of the War and the Peace is the right of oppressed
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peoples Lo dispose of themsclves, and that lhe principle has heen accepted
by the different Russian governments who have succeeded one another, and
that by the breakdown of Turkey the liberation of Lhe greater part of Armenia
has been won, it is no longer possible to hand over an important part of Arme-
nia to Russia for the simple reason thal those provinces happen to have been
under Russian rule for some decades ; and Lhe more so as, at the end of 1917,
the whole Caucasus was praclically and in reality separaled from Russia in
order to form a Caucasian Republic.  This latler was shortly afterwards divided
into three parts, on a basis of nationalities. In May 1918 the Armenian Natio-
nal Assembly proclaimed, in the name of Lwo millions Armenians, the cons-
titution of Russian Armenia as an Independent Republic, having Erivan for
its capital. A regular government was organised, as also an army which strove
to arrest, by every means, the progress of the Turkish army towards Kars,
after the defection of the Russian armies which, while dispersing, left the Arme-
nians all alone face to face with Lheir enemies of centuries. By this act alone
the Russian Government has lost all sovereignly over our country,

Consequently it would be a negation of justice lo separate the ancient ter-
rilories of Turkish Armenia from those of Russian Armenia under any pretext
or for any cause whatsoever ; it would, so to speak, be to pull to pieces a living
body ; and it would also create a new and permanent cause for fresh persecu-
tions, fresh oppressions and fresh bloodshed.

A great number of the Armenians of the Caucasus were, they themselves
or their fathers, subjects of the Sultan up to the massacres of 1894-96 ; they
took refuge at that period in Russian territory. Again, the Armenians of the
Caucasus, not having suffered by the recent massacres to the same extent as
their brethren of Turkey, will be able to furnish Armenia with the elements
which at the outset may be lacking for the creation of the administration and
giving the Country economic scope. To separate them from their brethren of
Turkey would be to condemn these latter to vegetate, and to render still more
onerous the charge of the Power who would have the temporary mission of
higgl_g Armenia in its reconstitution. How, moreover, could the Powers oppose
an already accomplished fact which is in perfect conformity with the principles
whereon the Trealy of Peace will be concluded?

The Armenians of Russia, during the whole of the latter half of the last
century, sacrificed the best of their physical and moral forces to the cause of
Armenia in Turkey, because they well understood that the road leading to
their deliverance ran through Turkey. Whole generations lived in the dream
of liberating Turkish Armenia; the Armenian youth of Russia shed its blood
for the realisation of this ideal, and have therefore been persecuted incessantly
by the Russian Government. Andit is just for that same reason that the Arme-
nians of Russia, immediately upon_the declaration of the War, enrolled them-
selves with enthusiasm under the flags of Russia, France and England ; and,
joining the Armenians of Turkey, formed a body of volunteers, thus proving

that an artificial frontier, imposed by forcign go\'orumenlsl. was powerless Lo
separale an indivisible whole, hound together by blood, llnlcllccl, language,
and, in the present and Lhe future, by so many common inferests.

In the name of justice, in the name of our rights of conh:lries. in the_ name
of the irresistible aspirations of the two Armenian communities of Russia and
Turkev, in 1the name of the inevitable hislorical necessily which sooner or later
must [rimnph, we elaim Lhe absclule and (inal union of Lhe two fragments of
the same nation.
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