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SUMMARY

The extensive literature on the history of the Ot
toman Empire lacks a special research on the social-econom-
ic reasons of its downlall, Factors delining the volume and
depth of that regular phenomenon are elucidated in a per-
functory manner, only when analising individual events or
steges of the development of the country,

g the main historical reasons are the devastating
invasions ol the Turkish-mongolian tribes, who during the
XI—XVI centuries A.D. four times destroyed the highly
developed economic and cultural level of the Near Eastern
peoples. Turks themselves twice during the conguering in-
vastons began their socisl organization lrom zero level.

Another factor, defining the extremely slow socfal-
economic development of (he Turks, is the patrisrchal-
ancestral relstions. which the nomad Turks kepl during the
canturies, moving from place to place eand Imposing by lorce
these relstions on the submissed peoples,

The third facior is the state property on the land. During
the invasions the seized lands were considered as belonging
to community, tribe, as a collective property, ie. pasiure
for the caitle, the main wealth of the nomads. When depart-
Ing they bared and devastated these lands, making difficult
their cultivation. Later on the lands were distriboted for the
state and military services (timars, ziamets and chasesh as
the temporary gifis Eﬂmdlng material wealth and money
for the new owners, it could newver make them the real
Ilandlords, Interested In improvement of the quality of the
Iand and conditions of agriculture,

During the centuries the system of faxes was a real
public disaster. The colleotors themselves determined the
sum of faxes and “debis”, costs on products and the raw
materials, natural or money forms of legal and srbitrary
taxes, Local authorities never put obstacles on this because
they also had their share.

n the meking of the capitalistic relations the social-
economic conditions were changing very slowly. The mill-

e



mxbumumilc leaders were trying to hamper the growth
| the eapitalistic relations by means of political and econom-
ic measures. The lormation of the Turkish national bour-
geoisie never brought to free business. Even the most dynam-
ic clements of the non-Turkish bourgeocisie eould not make
themselves free Irom feudal restrictions and religious-sha-
ristic Interdictions. The consolidation of the Turkish bour-
genisiv at the end of the XIX century stralned more the re-
Iations among various national groups of the bourgecisie
In every possible way the Christians were forced out of the
economie and political spheres, were impoverished by
means of viclence, arbilrariness and lawlessness, The trans-
formation of the Ottaman Empire {nta a semicolony st the
end of the XIX eentury aggravated Lhe mentloned internal
processes,

The creation of the “State Debl Ofiice™ in 1881 only ab
the end of the XIX century legalized the dependent position
of Turkey.

The ‘}'wnz-'ruri:!sh upheaval did not stop the process of
demonistration and downfall of the Ottoman Empire. The
Young-Turks never thought sbout the marked social-econom-
ic transformations, nor about establishing the equality of
the proples, about the equality beiween Muslims and
tho Christians. In the economic sphere they continued the
policy of the former ments, trying to keep the strength
and power of the [eudal orders in the country.

For the estimation of the whole historical significance of
the above-mentioned negative factors, their fstsl influence
on {he subjugaled nations should be emphasized. The econom-
fe, political and cultural progress of the latters was practic-
ally suspended in the eourse of about 500 years. For some
Christian nations, especially Armenians. partially Greeks
and others, the dark ages of the Turkish yoke were complet-
ed by the extermination end the deportation of the main
masses of these nations.

above-mentioned and other negative internal factors
and also the venturesome. panturkist course of forei
licy, with the blessing of the imperislistic West, brought ﬁ:’;
Ottoman Empire info collapse during World War [, This
was the legitimaie and progressive result of its whole histore
ical development.
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