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held within the framework of the OSCE Minsk Gfodb;;

Co-Chairmanship (Russia. USA. and France) WhICh is the ?;

only internationally mandated format for the resolutlon of = i

#

this conflict. In the last decade. Co-chairs proposed severadﬁ,«ﬂe@.m..=

options for the settlement; however. Azerbaijan rejected all fil
of them. In November 2007. during the OSCE Ministerial
Council in Madrid. the Co-Chairs presented the basic
principles of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict settlement. o
which later became known as the “Madrid Principles”.

Despite the international efforts. Azerbaijan is
constantly hindering the negotiations and peace process by
systematically violating the ceasefire regime. threatening
to use force against the peaceful population. inseminates
anti-Armenian hatred and other non-constructive actions.
Moreover. in April 2016. Azerbaijan provoked large-scalé
aggression against Nagorno-Karabakh which caused loses
from both sides.

Hence. to understand the essence of this issue: we_
must first learn the past in order to understand the credlblll’ty'" |

JV‘[
of the present. In this context. we considered it extremely vital 0 }“‘

£UILS ,J)gel Gund m

present the truth and reject the misinformation and

distorting campaigns waged by the Republic of Azerbaijan

~ against the historical facts during the past years. Nagorno-

Karabakh has no future as a part of Azerbaijan and whatever
is the solution. it must emanate from the will of the Artsakh
people. That is the essence of the right of peoples to self-
determination. Azerbaijan has neither legal nor political or

moral grounds to claim over Nagorno-Karabakh.
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~dictated by Stalin not only ignored historical.

geographical and ethnic realities but also it was illegal
inasmuch as the Caucasian Bureau of the Communist Party 1
of Russia had no authority to make decisions on-territorial -

disputes between the third parties. especially because at
the time Armenia and Azerbaijan were de jure independent
republics. Therefore. during the entire Soviet period. the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh never accepted this
decision. and continuously addressed Soviet authorities to
reconsider it.

The current phase of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
began in 1988. when in response to the peaceful claims
of the autonomous region of Nagorno-Karabakh to reunite
with Armenia. Azerbaijani authorities organized massacres
and mass ethnic cleansing of the Armenian population on
the entire territory of Artsakh and Azerbaijan. Hundreds of
Armenians were killed during these pogroms. particularly in
Sumgait. Baku and Kirovabad and several other cities and
nearly 400.000 became refugees.

Following the collapse of Soviet Union people of

Nagorno-Karabakh remained insecure in the face of

EUNLS ol Gutd m

Azerbaijani aggression. There was no other alternative

~ left for them in order to save their lives and their land.

except proclaiming the independence and creating their
own statehood. On December 10. 1991. the population of
Artsakhdeclaredthe establishmentofthe Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic by plebiscite. which fully complies with both the
norms of international law and spirit of the USSR laws of that
time (Law of USSR of April 3. 1990/. which regulated issues
related to the secession of union republics.

Withal. the reaction of Azerbaijani authorities was
even more violent than before. Azerbaijani state-organized
aggression turned into a large-scale conflict between the
Azeri army and the people of Nagorno-Karabakh. As a result.
tens of thousands were killed and considerable infrastructural
damage was caused to the region.

Furthermore. in May 1994 Azerbaijan. Nagorno-
Karabakh and Armenia signed a ftrilateral ceasefire
agreement. which. despite systematic violations. is still
effective.

Currently. the conflict settlement negotiations are
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The essence of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) conflict

is its people’s struggle for freedom and justice. for secureand

peaceful life and for their right for self-determination.

It is an indisputable fact that over centuries Artsakh
has been an integral part of Armenia and there are numerous
evidences of ancient historians. chroniclers and geographers
as well as numerous cultural and historical testimonials of
Armenian presence (churches. cemeteries. monuments).
In ancient Greek sources. it was named Orkhistene. while in
recorded history of Urartian period (9th-7th centuries BC)
toponym Urtekhini was used for Artsakh region.

Throughout history Artsakh region was an integral part
of Armenia. Even under Persian and later Arab rule. Artsakh
remained within the single Armenian administrative district.
In the mid-18th century. Turkic nomadic tribes invaded the
north of Karabakh. which led to clashes with local Armenians.
Atthe end of the Russian-Persian War of 1804- 1813 and by

EUILS gt Gund m

the Gulistan treaty of 1813. Artsakh-Karabakh was
annexed to Russia.

In 1918. after the fall of the Russian Empire. Armenia.
Georgia and Azerbaijan declared their independence._

Meanwhile. the population of Artsakh. 95% of which were

i Armenians. proclaimed Nagorno-Karabakh an independent

political unit. During that period legislative power in Artsakh
was executed by the “Assembly of Armenians in Karabakh”.
From that time. Azerbaijan started to claim this territory and
tried to annex it by force. From May 1918 to April 1920.
Azerbaijan carried out series of massacres against the
Armenian population.

Nevertheless. in November 30. 1920 in solidarity
with Soviet Armenia the government of newly Sovietized
Azerbaijan recognized Nagorno-Karabakh as well as
Zangezour and Nakhichevan as integral parts of Soviet
Armenia. However. underthe dictation of Moscowand Stalin’s
direct interference. on the night of July 5. 1921 Nagorno-
Karabakh was annexed to Azerbaijan and an autonomous

oblast was formed on its territory. This decision
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