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THE ATROCITIES OF THE ARMENIANS IN
TRABZON REGION AND THE TRIAL OF
TURKISH CRIMINALS

PROF. AVETIS PAPAZYAN

The following is the text of the report by Prof. Avetis Papazyan, deliveredin
Armenian at the 10th conference dedicated to Historic Armenian cities and
provinces focused on the communities of the black sea - Pontus Region, on
May 5, 2002 at the UCLA International Conference. '

Up to the present days the Turkish
historiography and the authorities offi-
cially refuse to accept the fact of the
genocide of Western Armenians. It’s
very strange that they even ignore the
facts and evidences related by their
forefathers about the Armeruan at-
rocities.

There are very important evidences
concerning the Armenian Genocide in
the Turkish sources, especially in the

+ records of the trials of the Young-Turk
government leaders and members of
the Central Commitiee of the “Union

. and Progress” party, which took place
during the years 1919-1920in Istanbul.
Allthese materials are undisputable and
‘need no argumentation, because they

 are based upon Turkish documents and
eyewxmess testimonies.’ g

|©  In all the mdlctments which wcre.'

1 brought in this trial, the extraordinary

Court Martial commissions put the
| main stress upon the details of the mas-
| sacres of Western Armenians and the
- plunder of their properties.

.. The facts testify that the deporta-:
“tions and massacres were premedxtated

and carried out absolutely on the initia-
tive of the “Union and Progress” party
Central Committee and executed by the
bloody hands of the members of the
Special Organization (Teshkilat-i Mah-
suse).

All these facts had been also con-
firmed by the verdict of May 22, 1919,
of the trial relating to the Trabzon Ar-
menians deportation and massacres.

On the eve of the Istanbul trial the
provinces in the Ottoman Empire were

dividedinto teninvestigatory districts,
appointing for each one prosecutors,
examining judges and secretaries. The
trial relating to the Trabzon and Samsun
Armenians, which took place during,
April-May 1919, was one of these ten
districts.

Before giving detailed information
about this trial, I would like to bring. -
some portions from the testimonies of
consuls and other eyewitnesses in
Trabzon.

Here is a portion from the report of
the American consul in Trabzon, Oscar
S. Heyizer, sent to the American Am-

" bassador in Istanbul, Henry

Morgenthau, on June 28, 1915;
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“I have the honor to enclose here-
with forthe information of the Embassy
a copy of the proclamation which has
been posted up in public places by the
local authorities notifying the Arme-
nians that within five days fromits date,
namely, on Thursday, July 1-st, the en-
tire Armenian population of Trebizond
and vicinity including men, women and
children will be obliged to turn over to
the government such property as they
cannot take with them and start for the
interior, probably for Eldjezireh or
Mosul where they will remain until the
end of the war. Upon their return after
the war their goods will be returned to
them. )

Itisimpossible to convey an idea of
the consternation and despair the pub-
lication of this proclamation has pro-
duced upon the people'!

The facts of deportations and mas-
sacres of Trabzon Armenians has been
also confirmed by the Italian consul
Giacomo Gorrini, who was at that time
in town too. He described his impres-
sions in the Italian newspaper “Il
Messagero” on August 25, 1915. Here
is a portion from that issue;

“In my district, from the 24th June
onwards, the Armenians were all “in-
terned”,- that is, ejected by force from
their various residences and dispatched
under the guard of the gendarmerie to
distant, unknown destinations, which

‘for a few will mean the interior
Mesopotamia, but for four fifths of
them has meant already a death accom-.
panied by unheard-of cruelties...It was
areal extermination and slaughter of the

innocents, an unheard-of-thing, ablack
page stained with the flagrant violation
of the most sacred rights of humanity,

_ of Christianity, of nationality®”.

Soon the news of mass deportations
and atrocious massacres of Armenians
in the whole Ottoman Empire spread all
over the world by theeyewitnesses and
the representatives of the press.

“THE OUTLOOK” an American
illustrated weekly journal of current
events, under the title of “THE TURK-
ISHATROCITIES INARMENIA” on
September 29, 1915, informed the fol-
lowing:

”, .Viscount Brice, formerly British

: Ambassador to the United States, has

now made through the Associated Press
apowerful pleathat Americashould try
to stop the Armenian slaughter. Lord
Brice is not one to misstate or exagger-
ate facts, Among other things, he says;

- “In Trebizond city, where the Arme-

nians numbered over ten thousand, or-
ders came from Constantinople to seize
all Armenians. Troops hunted them,
drove them to the shore, took them to
sea, throw them overboard, and
drowned them all-men, women, and
children. This was seen and described
by the Italian consul”.

In 1914 the commander of the Ger-
man Military Mission in Turkey was
Marshal Liman Von Sanders. His per-
sonal interpreter was a German young
officer Heinrich Firbucher, who after
returning to Germany wrote hisimpres-
sions about the Armenian atrocities
under the title “Armenia 1915”.The

| following portion relates tothe Trabzon
| Armenians;

et
“They have emptied close to 1000 ki

Armenian houses in Trabzon. The form |

of mass murdering that they employed |

!

had been used during the French reve- |

lution and called “Drowning”. The men |

havebeenloaded in boats and sentdeep |

into the sea. After several hours the
boats returned empty. In the same city,
local Young-Turk committee members
during revelry for their entertainment
chose the most beautiful girls from the
orphanages®”. ‘

A well-known Armenian scholar
and active member of the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation party Vahan

Mirakhoryan, between 1912-1915 was

a teacher in the Samsun Armenian
school. During deportation he took the
harsh road of exile with his countrymen
and he has been an eyewitness of
Samsun Armenians’ hard sufferings.
ButasanIraniancitizen he hardly broke
away from death. Afterwards he de-
scribed the sufferings of his country-
men with all details and with a deep
psychological inspiration in his book,
titled “Year 1915, Days of Horrors”.

“The last rays of the sun were spar-
kling upon the bayonets of the gen-
darmes, who were spread along the
Toraman hills. But there was not any
sign for investigation yet. The Arme-
nian neighborhood was weeping. As if
there was a dead body in every home.
However, in the evening the horrible
details were spread everywhere. As if
the Armenian prisoners have been
dropped from the Chaltiburun into the
sea. As if every body was massacred
under the Chakhally*”.

This is the way that begins the de-

scription of the deportation and massa-

».;cres of the Armenians.. Afterwards, .

when the Russian army advancedinthe |
direction of Trabzon, Vahan
Mirakhoryan wrote: ;

“During those critical days the rem-
nants of the Armenians werein horrible |
sufferings yet. This was obvious from |
the informations of the Turks, whoas a |
resultof the Russian advanceshad been
coming to Samsun from the interior
provinces. The hunting and the massa-
cre the male men had been going on
impetuously. The women and children
had been expelled continually from one
place toanother and annihilated by star-
vation. The others were dying from epi-
demics®.

Naturally,it’s possible toquote other
facts too, about the Armenian massa-
cres of the Trabzonregion, butsomuch
would be sufficient, and let’s to look
over the verdict concerning the
responsibles of the massacres of
Trabzond Armenians. It must be
pointed out from the beginning thatthe
records and resolutions of the proceed-
ings were issued in small circulation in
the supplements of the Turkish official
newspaper “Takvim-i Vekai” (in Ara-
bic script).

Now, we have at our disposal only
the verdict relating to the proceedings
of the Trahzon trial. The records of pro-
ceedings must be found in the Turkish

archives.

By the way, at the beginning of this
verdict there are enough details about
the deportations and massacres of-
Trabzon Armenians and facts aboutthe
losses of their abandoned properties.
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Besides there are some materials too
relating to the Trabzon trial in the
records of other trials and indictments.

The trial of the Young Turk govern-

ment leaders and members of the Cen- -

tral Committee of the Union and

Progress paity began in Istanbul on |

April 28, 1919. From the proceedings
of the fourth trial it becomes obvious
that the orders of deportations and mas-
sacres of the Armenians had been given
very secretly. For example; During the
proceedings of Riza Bey, who was from
Trabzon and a member of the Central
Committee and the Special Organiza-
tion (Teshkilat-i Mahsuse), the presi-
dentof the Extraordinary Court Martial
Mustafa Nazim pasha pointed out that
the deportations and the massacres of
the Armenians began, when the leader

of Teshkilat-i Mahsuse Behaeddin

Shakir Bey made tours in the provinces

and issued some secret directives®.

Besides, the following portion from
the accusation act of the first trial con-
firms; “The testimony given by former
Deputy of Trabzon, Hafez Mehmed,
describes how the Armenians had been
placedin the boats on the Black sea and
drowned en masse. Even when he had
informed Talat Bey of this tragedy, the
latter had not taken any action against
the governor Djemal Azmi. This cir-
cumstance adds even more gravity to

* the crimes of Talat Bey”.

At the end of this accusatory act is
written the following;

“On pages 34, 38, and 43 of the in-
vestigative loose papers in the testi-
mony of Lutfi Bey, the General Direc-
tor of the Revenue Section of the Min-
istry of Finance, regaiding the activities

of the Party Responsible Secretary of
Trabzon Nayil Bey, as well as the trag-

. edy perpetrated in-Trabzon and the

people who were responsible forit®”

As it was above mentioned, by the |
order of the Turkish government all |
Armenians were obliged during a few |
days toleave their dwellings, the whole
movable and immovable properties, |
and only with the hand bags to take the

. severe way of exile towards the desert |

of Mesopotamia.

As soon as the Armenians went
away from their residences, Moham-
medan immigrants from the other re-
gions of Turkey, by the initiative of the
governmentunashamedly took over the
Armenian houses, stores, plundering all
their properties. }

In those days the Turkish govern-
ment openly worked to legitimate the
plunder of the abandoned properties of

“the Armenians by some laws and regu-

lations, which never took effect and

‘remained on the paper. Here is a portion

from the verdict of May 22,1919 about
the abandoned properties of Trabzon
Armenians; ‘ :
“The chief of the police Nuri efendi
was appointed with other officials to

regulate the law and order in the town.

Besides he had been involved in the
commissions of deportation, secret ser-
vice and in the group of safeguard for
the gathered-jewelry. He was assigned
to collect and make a list of the aban-
doned properties of the Armenians, but
he didn’t undertake any active steps to
protect the abandoned properties. Even
the storage of the abandoned properties
of the Armenians, by his permission,
were done with untrustworthy, ill-orga-

oy

‘nized people, without keeping any
records. In this way by his guilt, the
abandoned properties were plundered
and vanished totally”.

The brigands which consisted of
criminals, dissolute, corrupt people and
gendarmes of the same level; had to
accompany the caravans of the Arme-
niandeportees. Besides, these caravans
rapidly gathered for deportation, were
deprived of any means of protection.
Once the Armenian deportees left the
town and found themselves in the iso-
lated areas, the men were separated
from women . The bands of bandits
which comprised the above mentioned
criminals, attacked them and plundered
their belongings and then in unimagin-
able atrocious manners, massacred and
annihilated all of them. Then they took
those defenseless women to other areas,
where they were raped and their jewelry
and clothings were stolen. Subse-
quently many of them, after struggling
along the deserted roads, died of hun-

ger and thirst during their agonizing
journey. The survivors were dispatched
to distant regions via the Erzindjan

road. Under the pretext of their protec- .

tion, some of the women and children
who had remained in Trabzon were
placed in hospitals and homes run by
dervishes, subsequently, under the pre-
text of transporting them via searoutes
to other regions, they were placed on
ships, one group afteranother, and once
on the open sea threw them overboard
and drowned them all...””,
The following portion from the be-
: ginning; of the Trabzon verdict openly

confirms the plan of annihilating of all
Armenians.

In the verdict of Trabzon trial it was
perfectly proved that the massacres of

- Armenians were aforethought and for

theimplemented severe guilts the court
Martial under items 170-171 of the
criminal code pronounced death penal-
ties to the governor of Trabzon Djemal
Azmi Bey, and Party Responsible Sec-
retary of Trabzon Nayil Bey, both were
condemned by default.

Mehmed Ali Bey, Director of Taxa-
tion, who was present at the proceed-
ings was condemned to 10 years of se-
vereexile. The others were condemned
to 1-2 years in jail.

It’s very strange and illogical, that
only Djemal Azmi and Nayil beys were
condemned to capital punishment and
the others received slight punishments.

Judges, of course not in all cases, -
demonstrated necessary consistency.
Many of them, being connected with
the young Turks were often inclined not
‘to delve deep into the facts, and not to
adopt strictrestrictions. If there did not
arise any doubtin condemning to death
the defendants brought to trial by de-
fault, unwarranted forbearance was
shown in inflicting punishment upon
those present.

Inthose days the Ittihadists setmany
fraud snares in order to disturb the pro-
ceedings and alleviate the guilt of de-
fendants. The same has been commit-
ted in the verdict of Trabzon. For ex-
ample;

The guilt of the chief of Trabzon
Police Nuri Bey was unpardonable of-
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fense, but he was convicted toaterm in
prison of one year.

However, the verdict relating to the
Trabzon Armenians deportations and
massacres were partly carried out by the
Armenian vengeful young men Aram
Yerganyan and Arshavir Shirakyan. On

‘April 17, 1922 they shot Djemal Azmi
the governor of Trabzon, and
Behaeddin Shakir the leader of
Teshkilat-i Maheuse in Berlin.

Here we have talked only about the

deportations and massacres of the Ar-

menians of the Trabzon region. Inreal-
ity, it was planned to exterminate com-
pletely the Armenian population of the
Ottoman Empire. During the Last ses-
sion of the Trabzon trial it was men-
tioned that “...The methodically and
strictly organized massacres and plun-
dering were not planned in Trabzon, but
outside its boundaries'?”,
Unfortunately Turkey, after all these
yearsrefuses to acknowledge these ter-
rible facts. Inreality the entire world has
realized how the bloody Sultan Abdul
Hamid and his successors, the Young-
Turks, committed a policy of genocide
to resolve the Armenian Question and

how they took advantage of World War
I'as an opportunity to exterminate com-
pletely the Armenian population in the
Ottoman Empire.
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