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SUMMARY

The prolilem of the Arab Unity, which arose wilh the
decline of the Ottoman Empire, became ol major (mpor-
tonce during World War 11, the period of the Arsbh Na.
Honsl Liberation Movement, involving, as il were, poli-
tically mast incompatible Arab leaders. In'May, 1941, the
iden of the Arab iy was supporied by the Brillsh go-
vormment, who haped, in this way, (o sirengthen (18 posi-
tions in (e Middie East, Moreover, some represenisiives
ol ke Britizh govermment believed thal such & policy
would make i possible o solve the complicated problem
of Palestine, This iniliative, however, did nol have the
desired ouicome.

I was only in the second hall o 1942 when Lhe Arab
political lenders, supporting {he milintive af (e Waid go-
vernment of Egypl, which was founded in Fobruary, 1942,
met Lo discuss the erucinl problem. The middle of 1843
marked of a now stoge In hose discusslons, which by mow
had tersed dnto negoliations between seven couniries, fa-
ter to form the Arab Lesgue—Egypl, Irag, Syria, Loba
non, Transjordan, Yemen and Saudi Arabia. The princi-
pal negolistor of those talks was the Prime Minister of
Egypl, Nabhas. The negotiations inade it cloar thal the
Arab Unily could be formed only as o regional intrago:
vormantal organization. Al the same time (¢ was avident
that Bagdad amd Ammnn were beying to use lhosg nego-
tiatlons for cxpansion of lerrilory as regards the historl
caligeographical Syria, al least, a great parl of it cach of
the two branches of the Hashemite Dynasty laying claim
o 1L The ather Arab parlicipants of the negotiations, es-
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pecially Egypl, Syria and Lebanon, were more inclined
bo use the Arab Unlon for solvipg politics] protboms, in-
cluding ihal of Palestine,

The real perspeciive of (he inlerarab political coope-
ralion, which was cxpecied o make exiernal supervision
dillienl!, worried London, which made every effort Lo For
ee lhese eountries 1o havi exsiusively sconomic and cul-
tural  relaid with onc another.

AL the bogloning of 1944 England iried in vain s
eall off the session of the preparniory commilice on lhe
eslablishienl of he Arab Union. The anticipaled sessbon,
known s the Alexandria Conference, was held in Scop
tembar—COctober, 1944,

The participnnis of he conference passed & resali-
tion In Iw i of eslablishing cooperalion belween the
Arab countriea by lounding & regioonal bR Eever -
tal erganization, To this eifecl. as mentioned |0 the Alo-
apndria protocol, the Arab League was io be sel up with
the purpose of sirengthening relations beiween the Arab
couniries as well as securing their independence and so-
veroignly. The protocol also defined the alms, functions
and the structure of Ihe organization, All these prin-
ciplés were lormidlaled in the Pact of the Arab Lengue
slgned in Cairo, on March 22 1046; This work gives a de-
lalled anslysis of the above-mentioned protocol, as well
a5 of mome further impertont resclutions regulating ils
funetion,

The foundstion of the Aral League was g turning
point in the history of the Arab counlrics. The organics-
tion had & greal impact on ihe development of (he anti-
imperialisiic sirvggle. and all ils further sctivities proved
this hislerie action fo be right.

The work considers fhe role the Arab Leasgue played
for ensuring the Independence of ihe countries of the
regrlon.

In May. 1948, The Arab League. condemnlng ihe
ngeressive actions of Franee in Syria, demanded thai
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all the foreign lroops be withdrawn [rom the Levaniine
countrics. During the English-Yemenl anid English-Saudi
conflicts ihe organization supporied Yemen and Soudi
Arabio. Again |t was the Arab League which demanded
the wilthdrawal of the English troops from ihe lerrile-
ry of Egypt. In the mid 19505 ihe Leogue welcomed the
radical changes the foreign policy of Egypl and, whal
is more knportant. put forward the idea that ather Arab
coutilies were lo follow iheir example, 1L s also necci
sary lo nole (hat especially in the second hall of the
19408 (here were cases of eognformism In the ackivities
af the League, but even then (his organization was es-
sentindly antlimperialistic, though this characleristics
somaotimes did nol reflect the natore of (he ruling reglmes
wof ihe fmember oo riecs. One of the reasons for this was
the strong  influenes of antiimeprialistic. disposition of
the Arab masses of the Arab League and. alao the anti-
imperialistic nalure of the foreign policy ol the Arab
countries on the infer-Arab level, The member counirics
of e Arsb Leoague greatly disapproved of the English:
French-Tsraeli sggression in Egypt in 1956, II ghould be
noted thatl the military bodies acling under the super-
wision of the League were nol prepared to fake measn-
ren in the Sues crisis. For alter signing (he Bagdod Pacl
In 1955, some Arab countries (Egypl, Syrin and Saudi
Arabia) preferred fo solve the probloms of their securi-
ty meglecting the Treaty of the Joint defenss which was
signed in 1950 by the member couniries, bul by Bllate-
ral and irilateral agréements. Even alier the nationali
aalion of the Sucz Canal the members of the League, in-
cluding. Egypl, failed 1o reallze the posaible ways of de-
wvelopment of the silustion and did not try 1o rehabili-
tita the All-Arab mililary mechanisms of the League,
The result was thal the mechanban of the Troaty of
Joint Defense lost its Tohotion and the new bodies sel
i by _bl—n trilateral agreement: furned out to be
inaufficiently effective vis-a-vis the triple aggression,

LeE)

¥

e



The aititude of the Arab League to create diliercot
political-military groupings lowiards the aliempls of im-
perinliat powers is examined In detsil. In lhe second hall
of e 1940s, England, ibe country which had the siron-
gesl position i the Arab Easl, suggesied a plan for the
sreation. of  the polliical-military  grouping, «Easiors

ks, and aller failing, proposcd thal ihe countries
abonld sign bilsteral spreements on (e so-called sduind
Defensee. London Thoughl it Indispensable in both cases
o enmiure lirst the posiiive oitlinde of the Arab Lesgue
towards those plans supposing ihal in Lhis case the pro-
English Tragian and Jordanian regimes would contri-
bute {a implemeni those plans. Bui the Arab League
touk an evasive posillon which in many ways hampered
e realization of hise plans

The Arab League paid greal allention and grosily
halpod the North Alricon people i (heir anticolonis
struggle. In the Bbouk this problon is considered in o
specinl parl.

In ithe 1045--50s Uie Arab League played an impors
tant role in the Lybian problem. The supporl of the Arab
League [or Lyhin's claim of independe unily and ler-
rllorial Integrity. was one of the impor fnctors which
al last fed 1o 8 Just solution of the problem in the UND.
At the same tlime the Arab Leagua pald o great allen-
tion 1o the national-likerstion moveramts of the other
Noerih African Arals counirics, Algerln, Tunfs and Mao-
soeca. Al Lhis stage, due (o the joint elforis of the League
and North-Alciean bourgeois nationalist pirties, it bo-
cama posatble lo sel up bodies coordinating he activi-
tles of ghese partios. The Aral Loague repestedly con-
demned ihe sggressivi actions of Franee in Maghrel
and voiced proiesls against Paris on this cceaslon, Sinee
1950 the memnber countrles of \ho League acted lor the
internatlonalization of the Morocco snd Tunis questions
amd Lator thal of Algeria in the UNO and out of IL The
decision of the Arab League (in 1954) for siarting an as-
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elstance [und for the eountries of Maghrob was of greal
imporiance and he national-liberalion movement s
Noelh African countries received o consideralile financial
help  from it

The setive pole of the Arab Leagoe in ihe Maghreh
couniries was also due to the mporience aliached io the
replizalion of (e eooperalion with this organization by
the politicnl forces of the reglon and-support of the Arab
peoples townrda their struggle.

It ecan be aflirmed that In the second hall af the
19408 the aclivities of ithe Aral League were mainly di
recled to the Palestincan problem. It is rether difficull
1o extimate the role of the League in fhis:sphere. Firai of
all, the Lesgue's policy was ot o Judicious ane. For Lill
the firsl Arab-Tarocli war the Arab League counierached
fhe American and British policies conceérning the Pa-
leatinean problem atming largely nat only at the break-
down of the plans of lhese couniries, but al the willidra-
wal of the pro-zionist elements from (hem. However by
May, 1948, the member couniries of the League had
overestimated the role of the Arab factor in ihe process
of the formation of the Mear Enst policy of the Western
couniries, al the same fime underestimating the possi-
bilities of (he sionisis. Secondly, In the 1940z (especially
in the secomd hall of (hem) there were some mapilesin.
ltiops of conformisim in the activities of the League, epi-
sodic, as It were. However, it should slso be noied thal
the League undericok some antl-imperialistic and anti-
zhonist activities. 1L was importand, (oo, that the League
was assisiing the Palestinean forces which had an nnbi-
British  and anili-Hashemite orientation

The sctivities of the Aral Lesgue concerning the
Palesiininn  problem was becoming mare complex
cause of the different palitical-military aims of ifs mem-
bers, This became more clear during the lirst Arab-Tera-
ell war, when the Anglo-American impeorialisis and their
salelliies. lareal and Tronsjordan were acting with for-
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merly planned and. which Is more Imporisast, unknown
to the rest of the Arab coimiries program. Under these
wonditions it could have been possible to sueceed only by
undertaking # brond natlonal wirugale in the Arab eoiin.
trles concerned, But the member countries of the League
wiore unable 1o do (his because ol thelr soelal-closs na-
Hure.

Afler the first Arab-lsraeli war some of the mem
bers of the Arab League did nol refele the dea of the
siruggle for the creation of an Arab stale in Palesting
Satie of them, especially Egypt, (ried wilh some deloy,
In Seplember, 1948, lo extend ihe Palesiinian govern-
ment's sulhority created under the supervision of the
UNG over the territories of Palestie which are control-
Iod by the Arab armics. The suceess of the problem wos
wreatly dependent on lhe disposition relgning over Bazt
Palestine, which wos occupled by Jordan and which was
in majority populated by Palestinians. But the allernpls
of the League for crealing an Independent Arab Palesti-
mlan stale ended in fallure becnuse of the annexalion
policy of the Jordan Learders and (he Hashomile tenden-
ey of the bourgeois leudal ellle of Eastern Palestine. In
the conclusion of the book the activities of the League
during the years of 080 nre briefly selemed,
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