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AVANT-FR.OPOS

I-es massacres de Marache cle 1920, lors desqueis presque 16.000
Armdniens ont p6ri, sont i'une des dtapes imprescriptiirles du processus

du gdnocide des Ann6niens (1894-1922) dans l'Empire ottoman. Ces

lnassacres, organisis et perpdtrcis par les autoritds kernalistes au d6but de

1920, sont la preuve la plus spectaculaire de la poiitique anti-armdnienne,
adoptde par k{oustapha Kemal, le chef du mouvement nationaliste, qui
est entrd dans l'histoire sous le surnom d'Ataturk (le pdre des Turcs).
R.isolu i achever l'cuwe sanglante d'Atrdh{ilhamirl I1, le sultan rauge, et

celle des Jeunes-Turcs, Moustapha Kernal poursuivait le but d'exterminer
les Anndniens rescap6s des prdcddents tnassacres stlr tout le territoire de

La Turquie.'Or, le processus du g€nocide des Armdniens i cette dpoclue

avait certainernent des h'aits particuliers.
Certe!, dds le d€but, la politique gdnocidaire perpdtr6e par

differents fdgimes ottomans d I'dgard rlu peupie almdnien avait eu divers
moyens de tdalisation, A savoir', rneurtres collectifs, d6portations en

masse, conversion forcde, organisation artificielle de la f,amine dans les
villages, etc. f'autefois, il faut prenrtrrc en consid6ration qu'aprds la
Fremidre Guerre' mondiale il n'avait presque plus d'Anndniens cians

I'Enrpire ottoman et, en premier lieu, dans les six t,ilayet.s arn'l6niens,

autrement dit, dans la patrie historique appartenant a.ux r{rm6niens,
occupde par les 'ilurcs au XVl" sidcle. C'est la raison principale ayant
incit6 tres kemalistes ir rdaliser cette fameuse politique g€nocidaire dirig6e
contre les Armdniens non seulement dans I'Empire ottoman, rnais
6galement hors de son territoire. Au ddbut des ann6es 1920, lors de

I'invasion par les troupes kemalistes du territoire de la Rdpublique
d'Arm6nie, ces dernidres ont extermin6 les Armdniens pacifiqueri habitant
ces rdgions. R. Safrastyan et H. Ghazaryut, en se t6fdrant aux sources

turques, ont rdcemment relevd la fenne volont6 des kenralistes de

continuer la politique gdnocidaire du peuple arm6nien et d la fois leur
intention d'€craser I'Etat armdnien inddpendants.

Cependant, ce qui m'int6resse dans ce cas, ce sont les filassacres

des Arndniens perpdtrds par les kemalistes A Marache. Les Armdniens
dchappes par rniracle au g6nocide cles arurdes l890-1910, se sont

3 R. Safras4,arn, L'Empire ottoman : ia gendse du programme du gdnocide {t816-
i920), Erevan, 2009, p.248 (en ann6nien); H. Ghazut),an, Les trait6s de

Moscou et de Kars de 1921 et leur rdle h-agique dans les destin€s du peuple

armdnien, Erevan,20l0, pp. 179-181 (en arm€nien).
l0

rlrspt:rsris au tldbut des ann6es 1920 dans diff€rents endroits de l'Ernpire ;

rrrr g,rand nornbre s'6tait concentrd en Cilicie. C'est pourquoi c'est cette
rtil',ion rlui a attird I'attention des uationalistes turcs en premier lieu.

Dans le but cie la crdation d.'un F,tat national, Moustapha Kernal
,rrlilrrrisait rdgulidrement les massacres des minoritds chrdtiennes (surtor"rt

tlcs Arnr6niens et des Grecs) habitant en Turquie" Irving Louis Horowitz,
[: pr,r'antl sp6cialiste amdricain du phdnomine du g6nocide, a certainernent
rrrrurn <l'affirmer que le gdnocide est une fomne pr6cise d"extermination
nririslv(r, exigeant I'assentiment de I'Etat, qui s'en sert pour exalter la
:;olrrlarit6 ua.tionalee. I-a poiitique nationale de lr4oustapha Kemal en est
l'rrrrt: rlcs meilleures preuves.

.lc n'ai pas I'intention d'entrer dans les ddtails qui sont en relation
*rvrc lc tldroulement des massacres des Arm6niens de Marache. Le lecteur
rrr pcrrt rccevoir une information compidte i travers les pages de ce

rrcrrr:rl qui contient des documents tirds des sources authentiques sorti.es

rk' lir plrurrc soit des tdrnoins oculaires. surtout dtrangers (am6ricains.
Irll;,,c ct d'autres), soit publi6s dans les c6ldbres joumaux anglais et
Irirrrr,irrs <l'apres ies renseignements regu de leurs correspondants de
l' l' rrrlrrrc otlonlan"

ll cst composd de trois parties dont la prernidre comprcnd des
,lr,{ lnn(:nls ilc la presse itrangdre disponible" J'ai rduni dans sa deuxidme

I'lrtrc lt's attcstations des conternporains, y cornpris des documents tirds
rlr',, irrllrvcs arm6niennes. Quant aux mdmoires des conternporains, j'ai
r lr,rr,,r lr:rrrrri celles-ci les plus importantes dont personne ne peut mettre
l'irrrtlrctrticitd en doute. Il.s'agit surtout de celles des dtraxgers comme M.
l\trrrr:.trrr'[: bclge de 1'Rglise franciscaine de Marache, M.E. Elliott,
lr;rtrof f ntr dc l',4merican Women's Hospitals, S.E Kerr, officier mddical et
;:rrt,ur(' rrnrfricain, C.F'.{-i. Crathern, secrdtaire de Young Mens' Cltristian
ltrrtl lltltrnt i Marache et d'autres. Je n'ai pas n6glig6 non plus les

rr! u'lr('s rlc cluelques-uns des honrmes religieux arm6niens, publi6es en
.rrrlil.rr; ct cn fiangais. Ces auteurs n'ont certainement pas ddcrit les
rr, nr(',, tlpisodcs de l'dvdnement: ils ont laiss6 des descriptions des
r!ir',,,rr'r('s tlc:s Ann6niens dans diffdrents points de Marache, ce dont ils

',iir .tti lcs lclnroins oculaires. Dans leur ensemble, leurs attestations

t l,,r r trt it ', l'aking Lives. Genocide and State Power. Fifth Edition, Revised,
lrrrrn..rvrcl< & London,2AQ2,p.354. lsrael Charnypartage son avis. Voir:
, t!,,tn.ll.trrdc du g6nocide--Le livre noir de l'humanit€. Encyclop€die
:, l, ,1,,;1,cnocides. Sous la directir:n de lsrael Cltarny, Toulouse,2001, p.
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compldtent les unes les aukes, en contribuant i la formation d'une lotion
plus au moins compldte des massacres des Arm6niens de 1920 d

Marache. Citons, entre autres, que certains auteurs prouvent l'exirstence

de I'intentionnaht' chez les autoritds turques lors de ces massacres, cc qtli
est l'une des essentielles composantes du phdnomdne du g6nocider0.

Les Armdniens de Marache ont 6t6 exterminds par les moyens les

plus barbares dans le contexte de f insurrecticln des Turcs contre les

Frangais, eclatee d la fin de .janvier 1920. Comme la clause 16 de

I'armistice de Moudrns sign6 entre I'Angletelre et la Turquie le 30

octobre 1918 pr6voyait le < retrait des troupes [turques] de Cilicie,
exception faite pour celles qui sont n6cessaires au maintien de I'ordre >>ll,

les gouvernements frangais et britanniques se sont rnis d'accord en

janvier 1919 pour passef le contr6le en Cilicie aux autoritds militaires

frangaises sous le commandement du g6ndral anglais Allenby. Apr:ds cet

accgrd, les Armdniens survivants, 6migr6s auparavant de la Cilicie, sont

retoumds dans leur patrie. Or, en d6pit des pronlesses donn6es par les

autorit6s militaires ftangaises aux Arm6niens d'assurer leur sdcuriti:, elles

n'ont pas assurd leur protectiontt. En fin de compte, lors de f insunection
des Turcs contre les Frangais, presque 16.000 Arm6niens ont p6ri en

r6sultat de la retraite des troupes frangaises. Celles-ci, d'aprds les ordres

regus de la part des autorit6s miiitaires frangaises, ont liwd les habitants
ann6niens de Marache i la rnerci de leurs bourreaux turcs.

Comme cette circonstano€ a fait couler beaucoup d'encre dans

I'historiographie, j'ai cru convenable de publier dans la troisidme partie
de ce recueil, des jugements impartiaux, surtout franqais, avanc6s par les

contemporains de l'6v6nement, ddvoilant de manidre irrdfutable le vrai
visage de la politique perfide des milieux gouvemementaux franga.is lors
de la crise de Marache. Citons, que certains documents publids donnenl:

6galement la possibilitd de s'orienter dans les interpr6tations

'o Voit par exemple : F. Chatk & K. Jonassohn,The History and Sociology of
Genocide. Anaiyses and Case Studies, New Haven & London, 1990, p. 26; Y"

Ternon, L'Etat criminel. Les g6nocides au XX" sidcle, Paris. 1995, pp.9l-92 ; trl.

Dadrian, The Determinants of the Armenian Genocide, [Yale], 1998, 1t. 7; ,1.

Balint, I.W. Charny, Ddfinitions du g6nocide.- Le liwe noir de 1'humanit6.
Encyc lop6die mondiale des g6noci des, pp. 43 -4 4.
t1 A. Beylerian, Les grandes puissances, I'Ernpire ottoman et les Arm6niens dans

les archives frangaises (1914-1918), Paris, 1983, p.703.

't Voir R.G. Sahalqta;'r, Les relations franco-turques et ia Cilicie en 191E-1921,
Erevan, 1986, pp. 83-85 (en russc).
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rrrr'.rrrrpatibles les unes avec les autres des contemporains. Il s'agit surlout
,1,' lir lrosition du journal frangais \e Temps, rlont les publications
trllrt'it:rrscs avaient eu le but de justifier ou riu moins d'argumelnter Ia

r r'l r lr rtr-' r.lcs troupes franqaises.
l)ar contre, itr est hors rJe doute que les attestations du g6ndral

l',rhrrrirrrl Br6mond (en 1920 encore cok:rnel), I'un des acteurs principaux
tir l'dvacuation des troupes frangaises de Marache, sont tl'un int6r€t
p;rrtrcrrlicrr, car etrles ne sont point en f,aveun de la politique du

llruv()rrrcrnent de la IIi* Rdpublique. Brdmond a avoud quelques anndes

lrlrrs trrcl, en 1929, que la responsabilitd de I'abandcn des Arm*niens de

Mnrlchc inconrbait au haut commandement des troupes franpaises en

Syrrr. : < L'abandon de Marache a 6td ordonnd par le Colonel }.lormand,

.lut i'liril venu de Beyrouth prendre le comrnandernent de la colonne aprds

nvorr rcgu personnellement des instructions du g€n6ral Goumr-rd. Il est

rhrrrc l1vgl**e de penser que l'dvacuation rdsuite de la volontd cle

( iuulaurl, bien que celui-ci se soit couvefi, alors qu'elle 6tait d6.ie

rrr'corrrplic, par un tdldgramme disant d peu prBs : << Il est entendu qu'il
n'r:;l pls question d'dvacuer Marache >>, alors que les troupes rentraient i
lalnlrrc | >13

A propos de la. proclamation de Br6rnond, H. Nazariantz, en vient
ri lir r:onclusion suivante" que je partage cornplitement, que le g6ndral

llrtrrrrond attribuait l"abandon de Marache au gouvernernent du g6ndral
( iorrr lrrcl, mais il serait plus exact d'attribuer cette retraite au

l:onv('nrcrnent d'Aristide Briand- En somrne, ie gdneral Gouraud suivait
It.:; rrrslructions que le rnaihe de la diplorratie franEaise ordonnait
, I'r'x t!c rtterl4.

Iin pr6sentant ce recueil de documents i la publication, l'auteur
rl,'r'r's lignes prdfbre laisser les conclusions relatives i la politique
rr,rlrorrale cle Moustapha Kemal, ainsi qu'ir la conduite des milieux

I I ru v cnlenlentaux fiangais aux lecteurs impartiaux.

Varoujean Poghosyan

I ,r lt:ttrc du g€n6ral Br6mond, ancien gouvemeur de la Ciiicie, au sujet de

I I tt:rrrclle victime de la Diplomatie Eutopeenne >, Marseille,1929,pp. 1-2.

rt,r,l , p. 5.
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Extract from the article Britislt seize Turkish Arsenal

(From our own corresPondent)'

ConstantinoPle, Feb. 3'

Fighting in Marash (l"aurus Mountains) district. continues'

NftiOnaliis in the interior of Anatolia are indulging in violenl anti-

hnnctt and anti-Armenian propaganda" which may have untoward

tsults' 
Times, 5. il' Ig2o'

Extract from the article 1.500 Victims of the Turk

The following telegram has been received by Mr' Aneurin

Wllliamsr, m[anu] pt.op"l"t, from the Rev' Harold Buxton, Chief Agent

ln Asia Minor of tft" i.ord Mayor's Fund for the Relief of Armenian

Ntiii;;;':b
IA

Constantinople,
Feb.11.

"Regret must confirm news of massacre of 1'500 Armenians at end

of January-near Marash (cilicia) by Nationalist bands. on February 1 two

Americans, James Perry, general secretary, lntemational Y'M'C'A'z'

Turkey, and Johnson, l.ris colleagu€, were murdered, believed by sorne

brnd near Aintab.
Much indignation is aroused among Europeans here, who call for

Itfong hand against these continued outrages"'-fn" 
troiitory from which these occurrences are reported is not in

rny way under British control.- 
The number of Armenians massacred is estimated in a

Constantinopie telegram received by the Armenian National Delegation

at 2.000, includlng 
"i]riil"t 

s murdered at Aintab as weil as Marash. "'Ihis

ir a proof,', it is aJdecl, "that though the TurLish forces have been worsted

by Franco-Armenian regular tr<iops, and ilriven from the regions of

tiilicia above mentionedlhey ut* tiill able and willing to pursue their old

nrcthods of treating defenseless Christians"'

Times, 14.lL 1924.
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7.000 Victims of the Turk. A Reign of Terror

The following news of the position in Cilicia has been receivecl
from a trustworthy source: -

The Armenian population of Cilicia is confronted with a terrible
crisis. Some 50.000 troops belonging to the forces of Mustapha Kemal,
consisting both of Turks and Kurds, have taken advantage of the
unprotected condition of the mountain districts of cilicia to massacre the
Arrnenians atZeitun,Fundudjak, Furnus, and in the vicinity.

The total number of victims is 7.000. Around Marash the struggle
continues, with serious Armenian losses. The Turkish forces have
advanced to Baghtche, and are spreading a reign ofterror.

The Armenidns'are resisting stoutly, and will continue to resist
the attack, but they lack the necessary means of self-protection. only
immediate assistance can save from total extermination 150.000 souls.

Times, 17.11. 1920.

***

American Mission Besieged

(From our own corresp[ondent]).
Constantinople, Feb. I 4.

Much anxiety prevails in French and Aneerican circles over the fate
of Marash (Cilicia).

A message dated February 1, was received by couri.er on February
11 from Mr. Wilson, who, with two lacly missionaries, represented the
American Relief Cornrnittee in the Near East at the town of Hadjin. Mr.
Wilson reported that the situation was very grave. The French and
Armenians were besieged in the American mission buildings, and at least
a hundred christians were being murdered dally in the torvn and its
vicinity. The line of retreat to Aintab was held bv bands.

In'l'urkish circles it is rumoured to-day that Marash has fallen, but

lhtr is ltot confirmed.
Iircnch official circles ascribe the outbreat entirely to the

Nnlronalist organization, which has armed, officered, and raised the

lnNrlrgents. It is pointed out that the appearance of bands provided with

nrlrllery in the Selefl<e district is proof of complicity in the rnovement of
l'trrkish regular forces.

And this at a moment, wfien Turkey has much to hope frorn French

rnpl)ort of her claim to retain Constantinople'

Information
cotrtirtues.

Times, I7.II. 1920.

Protest to General Gouraud3

, (Frorn our correspondent).

Athens, Feb. 10.

from Cilicia shows that the tnassacre of Armenians

I'he people have sent a protest to General Gouraud (French High
('onrmissioner for Syria). They ask for the formation of an Armenian

rrrilitia, the abolition of the Turkish police, the right to arm themselves,

nnd the suppression of the Turkish Govemor.

The Armenian authorities report that if their complaints are

rrrrhceded they wili resign.

Times, 18.11. 1920.

t(**

Extrait de l'article Les dvdnements de Cilicie

Notre correspondant d'Adana nous 6crit le 30 janvier :

Les 6v6nements que je vous faisais pr6voir dans ma demidre lettre

Lt, sont produits. Depuis le 21 janvier, les bandes nationalistes que dirige

Moustapha Kemal ont comrnencd une sorte d'offensive dans la r6gion de
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Marache, assaillant nos postes et massacrant les chrdtiens. On parle dc
1.500 Armdniens massacrds dans les villages. Il semble d'autre part que
Kemal se soit assur6 la coopdration d'un certain nombre d'6ldments
arabes venus d'Alep.

Temps, 23.II. .1920.

rt**

16.000 Arrnenians Killed out of 22.00A

(From our own correspondent).

Constantinople, Feb. 23.

A conespondent at Mersina, telegraphing on the 20ft, sends me
the following information about the Armenian massacres: -

"The French troops evacuated Marash on the tr0ft, leaving the
town in possession of Mustapha Kemal's irreg:lars. They sufferecl
severely from cold, which accounted for a large proportion of the 800
casualties reported. Many men unused to the severity of the climate
dropped dead in the snow during the retreat.

No provision was made for the evacuation of the Amrenian
population of the town. Refugees estimate the number of those massacred
at 16.000 out of 22.A00 who were left behind, while 1.300 out of 4.000
who escaped died from exposure. The general situation is consicrered
grave by the French authorities, but reinforcements are arnving
satisfactorily''.

I may add that the Armenian estimate of those massacred appears
excessive, but the number is undoubtedly large.

*.*rr Times, 2. III. 1920.

The Marash Outbreak

The British troops at Marash were relieved by a detachrnent of the
"Ldgion d'orient". This was a regiment composed mainly of Armenians,
which had done good service on the palestine fro't. During the
occupation of cilicia a few men belonging to the regiment appear to have

Irlle,l scvcral Turks" at whose hands they or their kinsfolk had sufferecl,

rrr lrrlrt:vr:d they had suffered, during the deporlations.

llut the majority of them were well disciplined enough. The Legion

w,r:, lirr the most part disbanded in the course of 1919' A f,ew hunclred

prrly lcrrrained to complete their tetm of service. Their behaviour, when

llrcy occupied Marash was excelient, and there is no reason to believe that

lltr bllrck troops afterwards sent to this region committed afiy excesses.

llrrt llrcir presence alarmed the Turks of the district, who had guilty

t,orrscicnces, and gave the Nationalist propagandists their chance. Had

every lirench coloured soldier and Armenian L,egionary or gendarme

hcor an angel it would have made no difference to the profbssional

li rrrrcutcrs of disturbances.
'l'he actual cause of outbreak at Marash was the hauling down of

tlrs 'l'urkish flag over the Govemment building by the French Military
( iuvcrnor of the town, Captain Andr6. This officer has been criticized by

llrc Annenians as a turcophil and by the Turks as an annenophil, which

wrrrrkl suggest that he endeavoured to treat Turks and non-Turks with
rrprll justice (which the Turkish Nationalist would naturally resent). His

a(.corrcl in command was roughly handled by a mob, the Turkish
p"en<larmes deserted, and he had to leave the town. He returned r,vith a

tlclachment of coloured troops. Their arrival was resisted.

1'he Turks, who had in the meantime been reinforced by Nationalist

lrirrrtl;, fired the Armenian quarter. The French, joined by some local

Arrrrcnians, held out in the American mission buildings, from which they
..lrt.llod tbe town till they were forced to evacuate the district. Meanwhile

llrt: unanned Armenian population of several villages near Marash was

rurssacred with the usual horrors by Nationalist bands and peasants,

rvlrose fanaticism had been aroused.

A Gruesome Incident

A survivor from one of these villages tells the following story: -
The Turks drove about 140 Armeqians, mostly boys and girls, into

r l;rnn irouse and fired at them through the windows. They then came in

r r rt I l'inished their work with axes. A T'urk took a baby of four months old
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and handed it to his son, a boy of ten, and said, "Now, my son, cut this
infidel's throat and drink the blood and you will become a brave man".
The boy obeyed. I had been wounded and lay under some corpses and so

escaped death. In the night I fled to Islahieh.

Times, 3.III. 1920.

a virit"ro cili.r"
Terrible stories of pillage, murder, and brigandage have been

brought back from Cilicia by the Rev. Harold Buxton, who retumed to
England a week ago. Mr. Buxton went to Cilicia last auturnn as the agent
of the Lord Mayor's Armenian Relief Fund. He crossed Asia Minor fbur
times during the winter and was in Adana during recent Armenjan
massacres. Though he was not a.n actual witness of the atrocities, he met
and heard evidence from Armenians who escaped-

One story of a man who got away by feigning death till night{"all is
sufficient to indicate the barbaric nature of the Turk. While this man was
in hiding near a lonely part of the road he saw a Turkish leader advancing
with his small boy. Seizing a child from the arms of an Armenian mother
who was passing, he called upon the little boy to cut its throat with a
sharp knife. Having done this, the boy was required to dip his hand into
the blood of the murdered child and taste it, to indicate that he was a good
and loyal subject ofTurkey.

To-day large armed bands of brigands scattered in every direction,
murdering and pillaging and endeavouring to wipe out the Chnstian
population of Cilicia.

The disturbances, 1\4r. Buxton told a London representative of the
"Manchester Guardian", broke out towards the end of November last
when th.e Turks began to realize that the French forces which succeeded
the British there were insufficient to exercise any firm discipline.
Nationalist bands were organized on a much larger scale, the French flag
was torn down at N,larash and the Turkish flag erected in its place,
telegraph wires were cut, atrd an atmosphere of general disorder and

vrolcrrce prevailed. Govemrnent couriers and posts were attacked and

rlrrttcnian villages looted.
After the end of January Mr. Buxton was staying in 'ddana, and

llrcrc he heard of thr: massacre of 1.500 Arrnenians in the villages ol'

trtrrrotrz, Funftluldjak, Zeitwn and Kishif. 'I'hese places were surrounded

Irul the inhabitants captured. In sorne cases they were put into large

Irouscs, the doors were locked, and they were fired at through the

winrlows. Frequently one bullet would pass through f,rfteen to twenty

lrrxlics. After a time the Turks would begrudge what they called the waste

trl'uurmunition and would finish their work of slaughter with axes.

Manchester Guardian. 5' ilI' 1920'

***

En Cilicie

D'autre par1, on triidgraphie de l-ondres qu'i la Charnbre des

|oilllilunes, le sous-secrdtare d'Etat des affaires dtrangdres, rdpondant i
rrrrc rluestion, a. dil:-

< on croit sar,oir que les r6cents rnassacres qui ont eu lieu en

('rlicic ont dt6 exdcutds par des lroupes irr6gulidres, sous I'autoritd de

Morrstapha Kemal >.

Temps" 13. [II. 1920.
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Communiqud du Bureau de Presse

& d' trnformation Arm6nien
9, rue du Boccador,

Le massacre des Arm6niens de Cilicie
prend des proportions inqui6tantes

La D6l6gation Arm6nienne i Paris vient de recevoir le t6l6gramme

Smyme, 13 fewier.

i< Suivant les rapports urgents et dignes de foi sur la situation en

la population armdnierure se trouve en face d'une terrible crise'

Turcs et Kurdes de Mustafa Kemal pacha profitant de la sitrrztion

de la Cilicie Montagneuse, ont massacrd les Armdrdens de

n, de Fournouze et du voisinage. I-es pertes totales sont €valudes i
Armdniens. Les combats continuent autour de Marache' Les

BOnt tr6s s6rieuses. L'ennemi a avancdjusqu'i Baktchd et menace

le rdgne de la terreur. Les Armdniens sont pr€ts i rdsister aux

mais il leur manque les moyens ndcessaires de d6fense. Seule

imm6diate pourrait sauver une population de 150.000 6mes de

ion totale >>.

(Siend) : Hovnan Vardabed Garabedian,

Archev6que Armdnien de Smyme
HrantNikotian,

Prdsident de la Colonie Arm6nienne de Grdce'

Paris, le l7 f|wiet 1.920^

Arcltives Nationals d' Anndnie (ANA), fonds 4 3 0 (Ddldgation

\ nationule armdnienne), inv. I, doss. 455, f' 13'
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Communiqud du Bureau de presse

& d' Information Armdnien
9, rue du Boccador,

Paris

Les rnassacre$ de Marache. Une nouvelle confirrnation
Le conespondant du << Times > tdldgraphie de Constantinople :

Conslantino ple, 23 fdrrier.

Un de nos correspondants me tdldgraphie de Mersine, en date du 20
f6vrier, en rne donnant les renseignements suivants sur le massacre des
Arm6niens:

<< Les troupes fi'angaises ont 6vacu6 Marache le l0 courant en
laissant la ville entre les rnains des indguliers de Mustapha Kemal. Les
troupes frangaises ont souffeft territrlement du froid et une grande partie
de leurs pertes (dont le nombre est 6valud e s00) doit €tre attribude au
froid. Beaucoup de soldals qui n'6taient pas habituds i la rigueur du
climat, sont tombds morts dans la neige dura-nt la retraite.

Aucune mesure de prdvoyance n'avait dt6 prise pour l,dvacuation
de la population arm6nierure cle la ville. Des rdfugi6s estiment qr.re le
nornbre de cerx qui ont 6t6 massacr6s atteint le chiffre de 16.000 sur les
22.000 qui so't restds d Marashe tandis que r.300 sur les 4.000 qui ont
r6ussi ii s'enf,uir, sont morts de tioid" La situation gdn6rale est considdrde
comme grave par les autorit6s frangaises, mais lesienforts arrivent d'une
manidre satisfaisante >.

ANA, fonds 430, ir;. l, doss. 456, f. 24.

Tel-e€ra]&

Constantinople, 25'l' February, 1 920.
From the Bishop Naroyan to His Excellency Nubar pashaa

I regret to infom you that French troops evacuated Marash in the

'ight. unfortunately, they did not inform (anyone). on foriowing clay

rrrrlrrrst:tl by this sudden retreat,3.000 Armenians made their first exit

dilrl ttrcy were massacred. 1.500 others succeeded to reach Islahie' A

g*.ut rrrrrnber of them were frozen. out of 30.000 remaining in town

lfi tl00 were massacred"

Musdedelalitteratureettlel'srtd'Amdnie(MLA),fondsljT(A'
Tchahnnian), section III, dac. 1A444'

***.

Sur les 6vfnements arrivds ir Manache

du 20 janvier au 11 f6vrier 1920 de deux

tdmoins oculaires rescapds et arriv6s i Aleps

Janvier 20. --

I-e colonel Qu6rette, commandant des tbrces franqaises ir Marache"

rynnl des propositions i faire aux autoritds trrtques, demande une

rlFprrlation pour les leur cornn'runiquer. Le chef du Secrdtariat' le chef de

le ('ornptabilitd, le cornrnandant de la gendarmerie, accompagnds aussi de

lrlrrsicuis notables : ciosabache zad6HadjiNadji, Dede zade lv{ohamed,

I'lrrclrrnan Zadd et autres, composant cette cldputation se sont prdsentds.

I r. cnrnmandant <les troupes franqaises leur a signifi6 qu'il voulait

grrr.ntlre en charge les locaux administratifs. Il in de rn€me ddsignd quatre

,rllrcicrs frangais pgur la direction des affaires. Un ctdlai de 24 heures fut

.r, t ord6"

.lanvier 21. *
A I'expiration clu d6lai les ddputds tr"ircs reviennent et iul d6clare

,;rr'rls lle cdderont pas d sa volontd ei se tierment dventuellement pr€te li

,,,ldfenclre. I-e commantlant ordonne aux armes. Ern0i vioient dans ia

1,,,prrlation eltidre. Les Turcs poursgivenl. activernent le travaitr des

,, rrrchdcs sous les yeux des !'ranqais. Au slgnal donnd par le corrmandant

i, police, Djdmil Bey, la fusillarle corrullence et plusieurs chrdtiens furent

,,,';. Les Frangais occupaient la caserne, l'orphelinat ailemand (Beyt

t,.rlom), les eglises protestante, catholique, latine, Quarante-Martyre,
,, lrirkhan, d€p6t de pdtrole et autres centres impodants"

ta 29



Janvier 2?./24. -
Faibles fusillades, assirssinats prir.'6s. I-,es ]"urcs envoient leurs

familles hors de la ville ou les praces dans des bAtirnents et bains publics
assez fortifids" I-es Armdniens avertissent les Fran,;ais cie ce qui se fait en
signalant ie danger grossissant, mais sans avoir une r6ponse.

Janvier 25126. -
L'inaction que rnontrent les Franqais encourage les Turcs, qul

corntnencent i quitter leurs tranchdes et i s'approcher des quartiers
chrdtiens caidoul, Etrnekdji, Bokas-Kasan, Ajarnli. Katounid et
Bayazidli, y mettent le feu et canardent les fugitifs" Les habitants rjr-r

quartier d"ouloudjarni et de la caserne, somrnds de se rendre, sont
conduits dans des fours a chaux et y sont brflds vift. Les ljranEais,
sirnples spectateurs, photographient les i'cendies. Les Turcs crient aux
Armdniens : << Que les Frangais vier'rent vous cldlivrer > et << vr:us les
avez regus, si bien regus >). De toutes parts des sanglots et cr:is se neelent
aux dclats sinistres du feu. Nombre d'Amrdniens s'enfuient vers les
Frangais. Quatre cents perso'nes attirdes par ruse crans u:' khan, y sont
nds d mort par les"lurcs. un des tdnroins accompagne un groupe de 1"200
don'c 300 tornt:ent en route. Les survivants arrivent devant I'Eglise des
Quarante-N{arf'rs et i leurs cris, en fiangais, ( secours aux Anndniens >>,

ils sont repoussds par les mitrailleuses frarrqaises avec l'intention de les
pousser vers islaliid ; enfin ils entrent aprds une her.lre d'insistance en
laissant une cinquantaine de cadavres devant le m6ne poste.

Janvier 27. *
La sifuation continue dc la sor1e. I-es Frangais qui avaient rnis deja

la main sur les d6p6ts de cir6ales de la ville, refirse't tolrt secollrs aur
fugitifs nus et affarnds. A grand peine ils donnent une fois 200 glammes
de ble cru par personne. Les Turcs versent du petrole par le moyen d,une:
pompe d incendie sur l'6glise armdnienne des euarante-Martyrs, y jettenl
des grenades ir rnain et la brfiient. Ils br0ient aussi I'asile de la croix
Rouge amr6nienne et 600 Amdnie*es y rdfugides. La veille, les
Anndnie's avaient demand6 une centaine de soidats frangais pour
encadrer deux cents de leurs jer-rnes gens et sauver ces rnalheureux, placds
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Irrls prds de postes franqais. I-a r€ponse du commandant: <<Je ne dolure

rl' solclats,.ie m'en f'.".. >>.

l'tevriet 6/7 " -
Les mernes forfaits contiruent. Les T'urcs enragds profdrent de

grossieres injures contre les <<gcour.s>> frangais et incendient cheikir

Mlrrchom, dvacud par ces derniers. Entre t€filps des avions franpais

:rrr.volent la ville. Le colonel Normand6 arrive d'Islahid avec trois

hutrrillons et camps 6 6 klna. de la viile d At-Izi. carnage, pillage, incendie

(otrtiuuent.

F6vrier 8/9. -
[Jn avion franEais jette des papiers sur trois cenkes franqais. Un

llorrvement extraordinaire se fait parmi eux. Interrogds, ils r6pondent

rIr'ils vont rejoindre les nouveaux arrivds e At-Izi pour encercier

ensumble I'ennerni" Les Armdniens sollicitent de les accompagner. On

rrlirsc en les assurant qu'on reviendrait le lendemain les ddlivrer' Environ

l.(X)0 refugi6s s'dlancent d ieur suite quelques minutes aprds leur ddpa.rt.

Mr. Agop Kerlokian, ancien d6put6, le plus riche et le plus influent de

Mtrr:rche, avait avec un luxe oriental offert une large hospitalitd de trois

Irrois aux officiers frangais. 11 fut, lui aussi, abandonnd, avec toute sa

lurcnti de 150 personnes, ir la fureur de ses ennernis acharn{s contre lui.

F6vrier 10. -
A trois heures p[ost] m[eridiem] une terrible canonnade franqaise

l,lrhrit en cendres les quartiers. Le Dr. Moustapha, chef des NationaiistesT,

vrcrrt implorer Ia paix. Le commandant rdpond : <<Nous nous retirons, le

I f r. wilson et M. Leymann, Am6ricains, tiennent notre place, cessez les

nrirssacres, gardez les Armdnjens ; peut-6tre nOuS reviendrons dans une

lrrttlititte >.

Fevrier 1 l. -
Itehaite compldte des Franqais sur Islahr6' 3'000 Ann€niens les

rrrvcr)t. Grand notnbre p6nt au cours du trajet. On leur refuse assistance'

! )n nc leur laisse m€me que cinq sur Cent vaches qu'ils recueillent en

"rrtr', abandonndes par les villageois turcs en fuite' On les emploie ir

' \'('r chemin en pi6tinant la n.eige.
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I'r:rrr-t l.l
r\rur.tir ;i l:;l;rlrri', ()ir lcs l.'rangais, la Croix-Rouge Amdricaine cl

l'l lrrrorr Nirlrorr;rlc Arrrrcrrienne d'Adana font parvenir les secours les plus

llli,r,irntrj el recucillcnt les rdfugids.

MLA,fonds 137, section V, doc. 533,fl. 3-6

A Sott Excellencc
Monsieur Mihran Damadian,

D6l6gu6 de la Ddl€gation Arm6nienne de Paris en Cilicie et

Reprdsentant du gouvemement armdnien

A. Ao:lana\

Excellence,
Je me crois en devoir de vous communiquer ce qui suit sur lir

ddsastreuse retraite des troupes frangaises de Marache.
1. -- Permettez-moi tout d'abord de faire remarquer que le sr:cond

jour aprds l'entr6e des troupes frangaises d Marache, au 30 octobre 1919,
un soldat de la Ldgion d'Oriente fut tud par une balle turque en plein
march6, et le coupable resta impuni.

2. - Quelques semaines aprds, l'officier de l'Information, M. lc
sous-lieutenant Emoult fut atlaqu6 de nuit par quelques Turcs qui ont 6t6
mis d la raison, car un d'eux a 6t6 tu6.

3. - Aprds I'arrivde de M. le capitaine Andr6, les hostilirds
s'accentudrent; surtout le jour ou M. Andre avait d6fendu aux Tnrcs dc
hisser leur drapeau. Alors une foule de deux mille peisonnes enviro'
escaladdrent la citadelle et hissdrent leur drapeau. Ni M. le capitaine
Fontaine, ni M. Andrd purent r6primer ce troisidme attentai ir i,Autoritc
Frangaise. Et si quelques chefs ont et6 arrdtds, on a dfi les reldcher par
suite des menaces faites.

4. - Farvenant toujours au but voulu, les Turcs conrmencdrenr
bient6t d attaquer les soldats sur les voies de communications entrc
Marache, Aintab et Islahid. Les choses prenaient une allnre toujours plus
dangereuse jusqu'i ce que les voies devinrent presque impraticables.

'r. En cet entre ternps, M. Emoult, comme aussi I'Union
Nrtrurr;rlc Armdnienne et les chefs spirituels des differentes
['nnrrrrrrrraut6s n'6pargndrerrt rien de tout ce qui aurait pu amdliorer la
llluelrorr. ()n s'est maintes fois adr"essd aux autorit6s locales comrne aussi

I lellcs <lc Cilicie et on les infornait minutieusement de tout ce qui se

plrtHtl.
(r. [,e crime restant toujours impuni, et l'audace turque prenant

$r rrr.,sures de jour en jour plus grandes, les chrdtiens de la ville ne

prerrl lras sortir dehors sans €tre 6gorgds, ainsi qu'aprds I'arrivde des

i6rr1t.n liang:aises jusqu'au inois de janvier on comptait environ 24

lfffirrirrcs arm6niens dont quelques-uns en ville m€me.

1. - L'arriv6e de nouvelles troupes avec M. le Comte Roze des

6tdorrsr0, la visite de M. le gdndral Qu€rette n'6teignirent gudre la rdvolte

ddlA plcsque furnante. On ne manquait pas ii donner de suite aux autontds

*u5urscs tous les renseignements qu'on venait d'avoir.
tt. Les syrnptdmes d'une catastrophe imminente se laissaient voir

elilrerrrt:nt. Une forte organisation avait lieu en ville et aux.environs. La

ntlli( r trtrque 6tait faite, et gdndrale. Nos rapports rditdrds tinrent bien au

erilnrrrl de tout cela ies autoritds franEaises, mais peut-€tre nous avons

rpelrprclois sernbld les d6ranger. Et notre demande de suppl6er d la
pFrrurrc <lcs forces frangaises fut toujours rejet6e, en disant que les forces
6lrrrt'rrt plus que suffisantes.

(). -' Les notabilit6s tllrques invitdrent ir plusieurs reprises soit les

nrr nrl)r('s de l'Union Nationale Armdnienne, soit les notabilitds

'iru{inr(:nnes pour trouver un terrain d'accord g6ndral, et quelquefois

1,,rrlrr rrlicr contre les autorit6s frangaises, mais toujours en vain.
l(). - Au mois de janvier avec l'arriv6e de l'Ex. M. le g6n6ra1

r rirt r{'lto et de queiques troupes, les Turcs se d6masqudrent.

ll. - Le 27 janvier, mercredi e 14 h. 1/4, aprds I'arr€t de quelques

',,,t rl'lt's cmp1oy6s, envoyds comme ddl6guds i la Place, les hostilit6s
,,'rrr,'rrcirent par une attaque des gendarmes turcs contre une patrouille
, ,,.n ic qui circulait au pied de la citadelle, ce que j'ai observ6 de la
, ,, rle I'Eglise Armdno-catholique avec M. le lieutenant Latrille, du

" , 9i'nre Ci". Lorsque I'alerte avait dt6 annoncde, de toute une
, rr,rric, nous n'avions dans l'Ev€ch6 qu'utte quarantaine d'hommes.
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12. Les forces franqaises 6taient divis6es en piusieurs
cantonnements, ordinairement dans tres dglises et khans ; Eglises St'
Marie, S'Georges, des 40 Martyrs, de St Serge, S'Sauveur, Arm[dnienne]
cath[olique], I'Eglise des P.Ir. I-atins, clans le 1"' et deuxidme temple des
Protestants, I'orphelinat BeJ't-Chalom, d I'infirmerie et a I'h6pital
amdricain, A la caserne et i la Place.

Voyant que la situation prenait Lln aspect plutdt rnenaEant, car les
soldats fiangais dvitaient toute attaque, les chrdtiens furent obligds de
s'assernbler dans les cantonnelnents ou bien dans les grandes b0tisses
ddfendus par les Arrn6niens ; par exernptre i l'Hglise S' Sauveur on
comptait environ 2.000 A-rmdniens cath., i I'Eglise des P.P. Latins 3.700
personnes, au 1"'ternple protestant environ 1.500, a c6t6 de la maison de
Boulghourdian environ 500, un peu au nord, d l'orphelinat, environ
2.500, d St" Marie, 1.500 environ, aux 40 Martyrs, un peu plus de cleux
mille, ainsi de suite, tre reste €tait rdfugi6 aux Coll&ges amdrica.ins et i
leurs environs, tandis qu'une bonne partie aussi s'abntait sous leur toit, se

croyant protdgde par les cantrlmements voisins.
13. * Au bout d'une dizaine de jours les vivres vinrent presque ir

manquer aux civils. On y rernddia en prenant d'assaut les ruaisons hrrques
circonvoisines. Dans les demiers jours on se trouvait de beaucoup en
meillewe condition qu'aux premiers jours. Le butin servait d'abord aux
soldats et le superflu aux civils. Ceux qul avaient quelque chose en fait de

denrdes ou de b6tail l'offraient volontiers aux soldats, par exemple, M.
Penyamin Apcanan, outre le tabac, avait doruld une vache et deux veaux :

de l'Eglise on foumissait trds souvent le vin, ies preulsls, etc. Je veux dire:

avec cela que les soldats ne souff,raient gudre de ravitaiilement.
14. - I)'autant plus que [e dimanche 8 fdvr-ier, Monseigneur avait

pri6 le M. le commandant Cornelouprr, par le lieutenant t-atrille, dc

vouloir bien envoyer {rn p€u de b16 pour les civils. Il lui fut rdpondu au

verse du billet que dds le lendemain on lui envoie des corvdes avcc
quelques soldats frangais por.rr fournir aux civils tout le necessaire en fart
de denr6es.

15. - Quant i la ddfense des cantonnements, les civils prenaier,t
une paft imminente. Femmes (et des femmes enceintes m€mes), dc:.

filles, des enfants, des vieillards, prdlats et pr€tres, cornfire les pllr
gaillards dtaient d. I'ceuvre nuit et joi-rr. Fallait-il faire un boyau, rrr,,
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liurrrcadc, tous et toutes accouraient; fallait-il 6teindre un incendie, sans

rlrr,trrrctirln d'6ge et de rang, tout le monde s'y pr6tait; ainsi pour dteindre

le lctr du cantonnem€nt de la gdne gie dlr 412i-*, i I'Eglise Armdnienne

r rrtlrolique, d trois reprises trous donn6rnes une vingtaine de blessds pamli

lrarprcls trois pr€tres, un Frdre.

16. - Les postes les plus avancis, surtout dans les premiers jours oir

le,; rlrlclats 6taient en petit nornbre chez nous au St Sauveur, dtaient

fllri(plo entidrement gard6s par des civiis. Il suffit l'6loge que les officiers

elr lrrrsaient.

Aux prcrniers jours de fevrier, le commandant de la Halle au bld

lvnrt arrn6 quelques Anrrdniens. Ceux-ci rdtablirent la liaison entre les

rlilld'rcnts cantonnements et la Place. Cependant ils vinrent d €tre

rldlrorrill6s de leurs afines, m6me personnelles, par quelques officiers, par

errrrrlllc chez nous, par le capitaine Joli" Ce qui ne nous encourageait pas

rlrr lorrl. Nous dtant adressds au g6n6ral Qudrette pour avoir une partie des

rrrrrrrrlions et fusils turcs qui 6taient en ddp6t ir la caseme, outre d ne nous

6trt ;rls donrr6s, iis furent mtme br0lds au jour de la retraite sans les

ls1,l;r'r'li ceux qu'on abandonnait dans la ville.
17. - Voyant que les jours se succddaient sans donner,du rdsultat

,lr=r r,,rl, Ics Turcs commencdrent i mettre le feu aux quatre coins de la
r rllr', plincipalement aux environs des cantonnements pour faire d6nicher

' r L',, solclats et les civils r6fugids. Pour obtenir ce but, ils n'dpargudrent

t,.r', ru(:rrx leurs derreures. Ainsi au bout de trois semaines de conflit, plus
l. l,r nrrritie de la ville etart nvagee par les flammes. Et comme les

r,lrr1,11r5 rr'avaient presque rien apport6 avec eux, avec leur maison tout
Irrrl.trl.

I li. - Les Turcs, fatiguds par les longs jours de combat, d6sesp6rds

!' , "rr une fin chanceuse, surtout terrifi6s par la triple visite d'un avion
!! !!,,.,rri; ct puis par I'arrivde de la forte colonne du colonel Notmand, le 7

, i1 r. :;(: nrirent en fuite jour et nuit. Les femmes et enfants avaient 6t6

, tlcji dds le ddbut aux villages environnauts, qriant aux gens

rls cluittdrent en grande partie la ville aprds I'arriv6e de l'avion, ne

, rr l;i que deux cents d trois cents hommes. En effet, les coups de

,l,'r'cnaient rares et les maisons les plus fr6quentdes par les Turcs

lrouvcles abandonn6es quand les civils chrdtiens allaient les

l
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19. * Ir sr'lccds etait presque entre notre main, preuve en est que lc
gdndral recevait plusieurs lettres le suppliant d'dpargner les f-aibles et les
innocents. ["e capitaine A-ndrd du 4l2e*", 9*'ct', e |Etat-Major de M" ie
colonel Tibot, me disait : < q,'d la veille de la retraite les pourpariers
avaient ddjd commencd par I'irrterrrddiaire du Dr. Moustapha et que,
disait-ll, la ville se serait rendne dans 24 heures. Le rldpa* nous dtait
annonc6 sans savoir ofi >>.

20. - Le 3l janvier, lorsque I'Ecole Armdniennc catholique avart
pris feu, le capitai'e Joli essaya de quitter le cantonnement, rnais sur les
dernandes de Mo'seigneur l'Ev€que et Ia panique des fiddles, il ne put
rdaiiser son d6sir pour ce Jour.

21. - Dimanche, 8 fewier, aprds I'arrivde de la colonne, lorsque les
'lurcs dtaient ies pius abattus et que les chrdtiens se croyaient ddji au port
du salut, voilii que dans la nuit d lundi (g-9-11) un orclre secret arrive et
apris rrrinuit plusieurs cantonnements sont abandonnds d l"insu absoiu cle
ceux qui les entouraient.

Je me suis rendii c*mpte deux heures aprds leur ddpart. Ils avaient
abanclonn6 environ 12 bless€s dont plusieurs erl convalescence, reur
infirmier et une sentinelle. un sergent de la 9d*' ci" du 4rz'", voulant
avertir ce dernier fut intimd d.'observer le silence le plus absolu. Au 1",
ternple protestant uir vnlontaire de la Ldgion d'orient voulant aviser du
d6part quelques camaratles qui rn.ntaient 1a garde clans les tranchees, ful
rnenacd d'une balle au cas oil il fbrait un pas en arridre ; et ainsi trois
soldats avec un fusil rnitrailleur restdrent li et se voyant ainsi abanclonnds
par leur chef, ils se retirirent d I'Eglise st sanveur. {-in jeune homrne de la
famille Kheilakran voulant stiivre les sordats du 1" temple, fut menacri
d'un rcvolver.

21. [sic] - Les m6rnes choses se rdpdtent dans les diftbrents
cantonnements ainsi abandeinn6s. A peine au courant de la situation je 1'ai
fait coruraitre d Monseigneur l'Ev6que. on d6clcia d'envoyer quelques
civils pour savoir le pourquoi de ce changement brusque. Les deux fr6res
Fetullahian et les deux frdres Apkarian se mirent en route, l.rsqu,avec la
permission de mon dv6que moi aussi .;e les ai accompagnd aupr€s rJe la
colonne du colonei Norrnand oii se r6unissaient les soldats.

22. -- Nous arrivArnes au calnp avec le jour rlu 9 fdvrier, luncli
Aprds quelqur:s Lieures j'ai pu obtenir u'e audience de N.r. le corolrei

Nurrrurnd auquel j'ai expclsd les demandes de Mgr' l'Evdque' Il m'a

r€lrrlrtlu qu'il n'avait pas du tout I'intention d'abandonner la ville mais

rlrr. brcntdt il la bombarderait. trl fut surpris lorsque je lui parlai des

r rrrrrlitions favorables of se trouvait la ville. l,e retour en ville, de jour,

rlrvcrrlit irrpossible. De nuit, nolls nous adress6mes au colonel Normand,

lrr rorlic fut interclite. Pouttant il fatrlait avertir coote que co0te les gens

lbnrrrkrnnds afin qu'ils viennent rejoindre la colonne ; car on 61ait presque

rltr rlc la prochaine retraite. M. sdropd Kherlakian, (si bien vu jadis)

l'0rlrr,ssa d M. le capitaine Fr:ntaine qu'il veuille lui faciliter l'entrde en

vtllc irvcc quelques soldats et il fut repouss€ avec des rnots et des

Irrsrttt'.rcs assez vulgaires" Ne perdant pas courage, il s'adressa de nouveau

Irr c0louel Nomrand par l'intermddiaire de M. l'adjoint Nlalboeuf pour

lvorr irussi une rdpotrse n6gative"

23. - Mardi 1rl f6vrier, ddsespdrant du sort de ceux qui so

Irilrrvrricnt en ville, j'ai voulu savoir celui de ceux qui s'6taient r6fugi6s

srrlrri:r; de Ia colonne, c'est-a-dire au cas o& la colorule pafiirait vers

lsl,rlrrc, les civils pourraient-ils suivre lr:s soldats, i1 m'a rdpondu ainsi : <<

ltl l'ttlilrc Malcl.jiatttz, En rdpanse d votre lettre, le colanel Normand vous

lt,tt s(^,oir que les tnesLtres seront pfises en lemps utile, nnais il ne pe.wt

I'r,i r'(,r/,f affirmer qwe Ia colotzne partira, ni rlarts qttelle direction' PIost]

Ittllit t'|. I"officier adioint l)uval-Arnrtwtel >>" Cela ITre fut comrnuniqud

I,rl.,,(luc au coucher du soleii tlu 10, lorsque d€ii tres ordres dll d.6part

, t,u{'nl tlonnds, et que ddji les prdparatifs se faisaient.

).4. - Le R.P. Materne Murd, curd latin, s'dta'it a'dress6 au gdneratr

' r{r, r(.ilc, le 9 fdwier, pcur sirvoir le pourqur:i du charigement" Ii regut la

:. t'!!il:;L: le soir du 10 lorsque ddjd il se trouvaif dans les boyaux hnrs

,,rrrr.nl. Le gdndral lui perurrit <<d'arnener uvec lui les Pires et ceu-x de

, , 1,til.()i.\siens qw'il jugerait utile el &vec un silence ultsolu >r et qlrand au

. r, I 7{)0 persorures ?

.1 5. -. Mercredi 1 I fdvrier, d cleux ireures du matin, la colorure se rnit

,,,rrt lrc vers Islahi6 et 3.200 civils environ les suivaient. A Eloglorr le

r Nlrrrd interrogea le g6n6latr Querette sur la retraite et itr iui fut

, ,lrr c1r-r'il avait 6td ,:rbtrigd de rlonner sa sournission. Le lendemain 12,

rp.unllf, M" S6rcp€ Kherlakian f interrogea sur Ia nr8nre chose et il
,r r,'ponclu qu'il avait etd obligd cl'obdir a un ordre rJonne'
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De 20.000 habitants chr6tiens que comptait la vi1le, 3.200 envirorr

1taient en route, de 4-5 rnille ont 6t6 tu6s durant les 2l jours de guerre ,.'t

le reste fut abandonnl d la merci des ennemis avec tant de blessc:;

frangais et arm6niens qui pourtant avaient contribud avec toute leur

6nergie d l'activitd des soldats.

(Sign6) : L'abbd Pascal Maldjiarr
Adana, le 28 fewier 1920.

Mtu\fonds 137, section IItr, doc. 1A327,ff. l-10.
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Communiqu6 du Bureau de Presse

& d' lnformation Armd.nien

9, rue du Boccador,

Paris

La v6rit6 sur les 6v6nements tragiques de Marache

Nous recevons d'une source autoris6e le rapport suivant sur les

dv6nements tragiques de Marache qui ont cofitd la vie i plus de 20.000

Armdniens:
L'origine des 6v6nements de Marache doit 6tre recherch6e,

d'aprds le tdmoignage du capitain Andrd, gouvemeur fiangais de la ville,

dans le fait que ces derniers essaydrent d'amener le drapeau turc cle la

fortercsse de Mamche et de hisser ir sa place le drapeau frangais"

Si les m€mes 6v6nements ne se sont pas produits d Adana c'est

parce que, dds les premiers jours de I'armistice, les troupes frangaises qui

avaient occup6 Adana avaient amen6 le drapeau turc, tandis que le

commandement britannique avait laiss6 flotter le drapeau turc A Marache

jusqu'au 20 novembre de l'annde derniere, date d laquelle les troupes

britanniques ont 6t6 retirdes de la ville. Quant le drapeau turc a dtd amend

par les troupes frangaises, la population turque de Nlarache considerant

cet acte comme une atteinte porl6e d son droit, s'est rude d I'attaque r:tre la

forteresse et a insult6 ie drapeau frangais en .le mettant en pidces. Le
l8

F€ytlrrnt' Artclre et le commandant frauqais du d6tachement de la L6gion

ArlFrrrt'rrrtc d Marache, forte de 400 hommes' ont jugd plus sage de ne

p€r rcr otrr tr d des mesures rdpressives en attendant des ordres ultdrieurs'

l.'indulgence montrde en cette occasion par les autorit6s

*err1 ,rucs cncouragea Spandement la population turque ; la gendarmerie

kt,1u,' .1,l la ville um.nu publiquement dds cet incident sa symphatie au

Fl.rtrv('nr(:nt nationaliste "t ""tt" 
attitrlde encouragea la formation de

batr,lrs rrrigulidres, dans le but avdrd de couper les lignes de

€rlrrrrrrrrrications entre Marache et Adana, et de se livrer au pillage et aux

hurritct'cs. Le haut commandement frangais' d6p€cha ir Marache des

5,,,1,., assez nombreuses sous le commanclement du gdn6ral Qu6rette'

&ttrlt.llutderestaurerlas6curit6etderdtablirleprestigefranqais'En
f#tttr tcrnps que le g6ndral Qudrette' un certain capitaine lr4orbieux

lilivnrt i Marache coffxme gouverneur de la ville' nsmmd par

l'prltttittistrateur en chef de la Ciiicie, le colonel Brdmondrt'

A ce momerit li les forces franEaises de Matache s'dlevaient i

ft (XlO lronrmes de trouPe 14

Lc capitaine Morbieux, pour inaugurer sdn entrde en fonction'- a

Itrvtli'chcz \uile mutessarif (gauverneur) tt$c et les notables turcs du

;lry:i ot leur a ddclar6 que i"''ltuUtl'oments gouvernernentaux devaient

Flrt' rrris i sa disposition et qu'il devait avoir droit de contr6le sur toutes

lr,i lrunsactions du go*u-tt"*"nt' En rn6me temps que le capitaine

M,rrricux tenait ce discours re drapeau franqais dtait hissd sur la

lnrlt:r'csse. Les notables tLrcs ayant d6ciin6 de donner leur consentement

rrvirrt d,avoir consurt6 au prdalable ra popuratir:n turque de la ville; 
'le

r irf rlaine Morbieux les retint comme otages et seul l'acijoint av rnutessarif

Ittl itutoris6 de sortir pour aller communiquer au peuple I'ordrrg du

!'ouvcrnement frangais. Mais d peine ce demier avait-il rejoint ies Turcs

,'rr ville qu'un signal 6tait donnd et les T'urcs attaquaient de tous cdt6s les

,\rrrrcniens (21 janvier 1920)'

Quoique pris d I'irnproviste' 1es An-lldniens se def,endirent

lr,'rofquement, totrt en rassemblant la population sans ddfense dans les

i,,'lultents de I'Bglise Arminienne et clu MonastAre Latin'

Durant 21 jours les Arm6niens d6fenclirent bravement les fbmnres

r lcs enfants. L,t penilant tout ce ternps 6'ti00 hommes de troupes

rr rrrgaises restdrent en expectatlve, cantolilds dans leurs baraques situ6es
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sur une colline isolee au nord de la ville. Leur action s'est bornee d

bombarder les Tut'cs de ternps d autre.

Les autoritds frangaises ont insoucieusentent n6gligd de garder

leurs linges de ravitaillement et de cornmunications et c'est ainsi quLe ies

troupes franqaises, conrne nous I'apprenons, ont 6td ot'1ig6es d'abattre

leurs mulets pour s'en nourrir.
Le colonel Normand qui est renommd comme turcophile, ayant

appris les dvdnements de Marache, s'est mis en route d'Adana avec 11"000

hornmes de troupe pour secourir Marache, mais sans s'6tre suffisamment

approvisionnd et n'ayant apparemment pas l'intention feme de ddlivrer
la ville. A son artlde devant Marache, 8 e 9.000 personnes avaient ddji
6t6 tudes, tant du cdtd armdnien que du c6td turc, pendant ces trois

senaines de combat et les Turcs ont propos6 de se rendre, pourvu qu'on

leur donndt la promesse que leurs femmes et leurs enfants seraient

dpargn6s. il pard?t cependarit que le colonel Nomtand, sans faire attention

d ces propositions de reddition, donna au gdn6ral Qudrette I'instruction de

quitter la ville et de se retirer. Ces faits nous ont 6td ddvoilds par les

t6moignages du messager turc qui nous ddclara en m6me ternps que le

gdnlral Qudrette avait quitt6 lMarache malgr6 sa volont6 en en jetant'toute

la responsabilit6 sur tre colonel Normand.
Les Armdniens de Marache n'dtaient pas tenus au courant de ces

n6gociations. Au coucher du soleil, les troupes frangaises essayrirent

d'enfcmrer les officiers armdniens dans leurs habitations et elles

fusilldrent quelques Amr6niens qui s'apprdtaient ir les suir,re. l-es

Frangais, sans en avefiir personne' mirent le feu d leurs baraques et au,x

d6p6ts qu'ils avaient captur6s des Turcs" Le jour suivant les Armdniens,
apercevant que le drapeau frangais dtait rernplac6 sur la forleresse par lc
drapeau turc, furent pris de panique et 4.000 personncs qui avaienr

cherchi refuge dans le N{onastdre l,atin tdchdrent de suivre les troupe-s

fiangaises. Sur ces 4.000 personnes, tr.700 seulement purent atteindre
Islahi6, le restant ayant 6t6 tu6 ou mort de froid dans une tourmente de

neige. Un autre groupe de 2.000 Armeniens essaydrent aussi de s'enfuir
mais furent fusillds par les Turcs cach6s au coin des rues. Sur ce groupe
de 2.000 Armdniens,2T seulement rdussirent i. atteindre Adana.

I1 est impossible d'6valuer, dans les conditions actuelles, le
nombre exact de nos pertes. Suivant des statistiques 6tablies par l'lJnion
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Nrr(ionale Arm€nienne en octobre i919, il y avait d cette dpoque 24.000

Anncniens ir Marache et 5.680 dans son voisinage. Sur ce nombre, 1.900

lt'lirgi6s seulement reussirent ir atteindre Adana. Quant au sort de ceux

rpri sont restd:s dr Marache, nous n'en avons aucune inlbrmation exacte. I-e

lorrrnal < I-lakimot-I-Milli6 >>, I'organe official de Moustapha Kemal

lxrcha, dvalue a 1.500 le nombre des Arrniniens se trouvant il Marache A

l'lrcrrre actuelle, tandis que tre vali turc d'Adana dvalue leur nornbre ir

tt.\0t). Nous ne sorrunes en measure de dire lequel de ces deux chiffres

rlorrrrds est exact, mais maiheureusement 1l y a tout lieu de craindre

(fu'cntre 16.000 et 24.A0A de nos compatrictes ont 6t€ tuds orr massacrds

1x'rrdant les 6v6nements de l\{arache.

Faris, le 24 mars 1920.

ANA, Jbnds 43A, inv. 1,,doss. 455,ff. 3l-32.

Extraits du livre de En. M" Abasliels
Les Euatre siiges doAltntsb (1920-1921)

23 dlcernbre : une compagnie du 412", a\lanf de Marasch [sic] fr

Arrrtrrb, renoonlre i hauteur de Bazardik un g::oupe d'hommes armds.

Palabre sans interpr€te. Coups de fusil, deux brigands tuds, eleux

l,r r:;onniers. La nouvetrle de cette affaire cause une recntdescence
,l"rf ilalion toujours entretenue par les rnen6es natir:nalistes et la

1,r,'P;rrlilnde contre les FranEais.

t.e Cornitd de ddfense cles droits nationau.x est particulidrement

', trl. l-es tiddes et les hdsitants sont maltraitds. trl est reconrmandd
,l'.rtt;rcyr:er les officiers franEais isoids. cle semer la ddfiance etla zizanie
, rrtrr Amdfliens et Frangais, de tuer les Armeniens qui ont contact avec

r, . I r':rngais.

Iln fait, de nombreux meudres cl'Anrrdniens sont effectu6s en ville
' ,l;rrrs la campagne;le comrnandement fi"anr;ais ne rdussit pas A

rrrlr.'rrir I'ordre et le caln-re. L)'autre part, quelqtles notables furcs,
,',,'ru: Chukri-Bey et Kadn pacha, qui sont sortgrgonni's de fianccpl,ilie,
t rrre nacds de mort. Les drsl,ributioirs d'ames et de munitions
r r r rr rcnt. I)es postes turcs sont placds d c0td cles postes ftanqais"
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25 alicembre : de nonvelles arrivdes d'anrres et rie rnunitions
(venant de Sivas, Karpout, iVtralatia) sont signalies d Baztrrdjik r:il Kilidj-
Ali-Bey irrulonce que 12.000 rdguliers sont attendus de Sivas pour
marcher sur Marasch . I-es tchdtesrt pitrlent les villages et raliEcnnent les
passant$, LIne active propagan,Jc est faite auprds des K.urd_es de la rdgirin
d* Ilazardiik pour ies entrainer A Ia guen'e contre les F'ranEais. Le Cluh
unian.i.sfe de Marasch a rouvert et elltretient I'excitatic'll.

29 ddcemhre ; ii lvlara.sch, les Arrndnierrs sont rnenacds d'un
massacre imminent. Les Turc;s procddent trBs ostensiblement au
rq:censernent des maisons anndniennes" I-es Kenlalistes se montreilt tle
6rlits en plus excitds. Le gouvernement turc rqette sur ifs clrrdtierrs toute
la respror'sabihti de ia sift;atiori.

3,0 ddcernbre : la << F'6te du drapeau truc >r olile aux T'urcs
I'occasion de firire de belles rnanifestatians patriotiques destindes i
exciter l"esprit natinnal. La joum6e se passc sans inaidents il Ai.ntab, rnais
l'agif,ation persiste d h4arasch, oi la situatiol-I se telxl cle plus en plus ; les
attaclues i main arrnde continuent de plus Lrelle ; trois Annerriens
asir,assirids aux abords de la vitrle ; beauconp d'autres disparaissent sans
laisser de traces. Les bandes anndes se grossissent chaque jour de
nouveiles f,ecrues et tcrrorisent les campagnes. Le$ lig,nes tdlitgraphiques
scnt ccupdes.

1r" jawvie:r 1920 : les chefs Kernalistes de Marasch, encouragdrs par
la toldrance dcs FranEais, ont ddcidi de baner toutes les rrrutes et cle

ddclarer la guerre ouvnrte. Une canrpagne de fbusses nouvetrles ilontinue ar

rnalntenir i'agitation ; cles conrptes renclus inexacts sont envoyds i
Moustapha Kemal pacha, al.r sujet des prdtenthles meldes fianq:aises. I c

fi'ancophile Chukri-Bey devient h6sitant ; cal ii ne croit plus ciue les
Frangais montreront 1'6nergie ndcessaire pour ch6.tier les crimcs et agir crr

maitres"
Marasich se souvre cle ban"icades: ; des tranchdes et cles rnurs sorrt

construits fdbritrernent. On s'attend i une explosiun prr.rchainc dc graves
hostilitis.

... 8-9 .jantier :\e trataillon Corneioup (17" rdgiment de tirailL:urs
sdn€galais), allant d'Islahid A i\{arasch, doit" iivrer cornL''at, les 7 et fi

3'anvier:" dans la rigion d'Hl-Oglou. I..'affaire est trds chaude ; ia coiorurc
perd '/ tuds et 21 blessis ; elle arnve A N{arasch le tr0 janvier.

12 jonvier : La coiorure N{alty (deux compagnies du I8u rdgirncrrt
de tirailieurs algiriens, une cofflpagnie de rnitrailleuses, une sectiori
rJ'artilierie de montagne) quitte Aintab pour Sac.hsegeuzu. of elle Cr..ii

rr'1,rrrrh'c la colonne Thibault qui se re'trrl ir N4arasch. Ln 13 ia.nvier, la
i'Lrrrlc Milrty, pendant sa rnarche d'Araplar A Sar;hsegeuzu, es1. attaqude
,l lrluiicurs reprises par des bandes de tcltittis et subit des pertes sdrieuses.

(Jrre enrludte est mende sur place le 14 janvier par Ie rnrswtassard
rl'Anr(irb, le conrmandant de gendarrir*na et I'officier ele reriseignements
rlu t'r'rcle, dans le but d'dtabtrir les responsabiirtds et arrdter l,a coni'li4 entre
lrl trltlats et les villageois. Aucun resultat apprdciabie.

l,cs colorires Thibault et lt{ar1y rdurries arriverrt i Tvfarasch, qrri ellei;
r urrs,rlic]ent nofre situation"

13 janvier: le gdndral commandant ies troupes exprdriitionnnires est
lrrt'r: d'aller d Marasch essayer de calmer l'agitation et rdgler rJe

Irrrrlt rplcs incidents.
20 janvier: ... I4ldgraphe dd{initivement coup6" Les €missaires sur

illiu,clr ne peuvent plus passer. Le pont cle l'Ak-Sou est detruit; cles

Hrrul)r:r; errnemis armds sont retranch6s aux aLlords.

Lieu/-Colonel Br" M" Abadie,
Les quatre sidges d'Atntu.b (!920-1921), Paris, 1922, pp" SZ-41.

***

Extraits des mdrnoires de Materne Mur6
tr-e mussncre de Marache {Fdvrier lglql7

Vcrs la moitid de 1919, ir Marache et dans nos postes de mission i
I'r'11111j16 cle cette ville, le nombrc des Armdniens s'dtait dlev6 d vingt
,irrl[' , cglises, couvents,dcoles nous furent restifuds" partout les pdres

ir.rrr, r:;cains rentr0rent dans leurs paroisses et avec un nouveau zdle ils

',,,'ilr'iloncdrent, au prix de grands sacrifices p6cuniers, d remettre sur
,,,, 'l lt's diverses muvres d'aide et assistance pour le bien temporel et

,'' rtrrt'l dc leurs ouailles.
I cs Turcs rageaient en voyant le retour dans leurs foyers d'un si

,, 
', 
I nombre d'Armdniens. Ils s'apergurent que leur plan

r, rrlirlation totale des chr6tiens n'avait pas r6ussi et voyant en vie ces
,,rrr,; (lcr leurs abominables crimes, ils furent g€nds d'enhetenir avec

, i, bonnes relations" I-es Turcs de ces parages sentirent que leur
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cruautd et treur perfidie a"{aient creus6 un abime infranchissabie entre ie

bourreau et la victirne.
Dds le retour des Amrdniens dans leur pays natal, des ddsordres

dtaient ir cra.indre et en pr6vision de cette dven.tualitd les Puissances

s'6taient rdservd le droit d'envoyer des troupes, surtout dans les zones

d'ot, selon les terrnes de l'armistice, les f,orces turques devaient se retirer.
Ces zones dtaient celles d'Adana, d'Aintab et de Marache. Des forces

anglaises d'abord s'installdrent un peu partout et au mois d'octobre 1919

un pacte fut sign€ en vertu duquel, d i'expiration de ce mois, en Sy'ie et

en Cilicie, les forces anglaises devraient 6tre rempiacdes par des ftlrces

franqaises.

Le 30 octobre les Frangais firent leur entrde i Marache et y furent
regus de la part des chrdtiens avec un enthousiasme voisin du ddlire ; des

terrasses de leurs maisons, les Turcs conternpldrent trds respectueusement

cette manifestation grandiose. Ils n'err dtaient cert€s pas enchant6s, rnais

du moins ils se garddrent de manifester leur mdcontentement. Si les chefs

turcs du Comit6 << Union et Progrds > de Marache n'avaient pas eu le
loisir de fomenter dans la foule la haine des Frangais et des Arm6niens,
I'occupation si pacifique de Marache aurait 6t6 applaudie par la

population turque elle-m6rne. Malheureusement les men6es kemalistes

dirigdes par le gouvemernent local n'ont pu €tre entrav6es, bien qu'elles
se manifestassent en plein jour, surtout pendant les mois de ddcembrc

1919 et de janvier 1920, par la distribution continuelle d'armes ,;t rlt:
munitions aux habita.nts de la ville et des environs, par I'arrivde en villc
de quelques mitrailleuses, par le percement de crdneaux dans les murs de:s

maisons et enfin par la construction d'une barricade, une semaine avanl
que Ia rdvolte eclatll. Les Turcs crurent que les Frangais, en voyarxt ces

preparatifs, perdraient patience et que se ruant sur les Turcs, ils sc

feraient tuer devant les crdneaux" Mais les Frangais n'avaient nulle envir'
d'attaquer les Turcs et maintes fois ils leur avaient notifid, qu'itrs n'6taient
pas venus pour faire la guere, mais pour maintenir la paix, et pour

cooperer avec eux au reldvement cle ieur pays ! Ces mots ont 6tc

prononcds par le g6n6ral Q..., a Marache, le 15 d6cembre 1919, dr:varl
une assembl6e de notables turcs.

Les Turcs n'dcoutdrent pas et voultrrertt executer I'ordre verLu r/,

Itaut lieu, de chasser i tout prix les Frangais de Marache. Voilir I'uniqr,
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tiu,,()n du souldvement des Turcs : il est injuste d'en vouloir aux

Arrn,irriens. Nous, rrissionnaires, nous avons pressenti ce souldvement.

l'r'rr rclevais les indices d Marache et mes confrdrs les voya.ient chez eux.

A rrrrirrtes reprises ils m'dcrivirent leur vive inquidtude et clemenddrent

rrrrk'r:t assistance pour errx et pour leurs ouaiiles. Les recours incessants

rrrx irrrtorit6s que je fis depuis le 16 ddcembre 1919 jusqu'au 20.janvier
l t,2( ), rcstdrent rnalheureuserrlent sans effet.

Toute cornmunication avec Les religieux des villages fut
iutcrrornpue dds le 25 ddcembre 1919. Les Pdres ont certainement tAchd

rlr' rrr'cnvoyer des letkes, mais aucun courrier ne put arriver d Marache,

lnr( c clue les T'urcs avaient occup6 les ponts clu l)jihan, lleuve distant
rl'rirrc clouzaine de kilomdtres de I'ouest de la viiie. Tout chrdtien qui

lrnt;r rlc passer le fleuve fut tu6 et jetd A l'eam. Un Turc du nom d'Ahmed,
lr rlirrraire d'Avassur, prds de Yenidjdkald, nous raconl.a avoir vu en route
,1,',; r'atlawes de chrdtierrs et avoir causd avec ie R. P. Albert Amarisse,

'lilr lui avait offert une rdcompense de trois livres hrrques en or pour

llrrtt'r'une lettre d Maraclae ; ce Turc n"accepta pas de perJr que la Iettre

rr'. torrrbit dans les mains des bandits postds i I'entr€e et d la sortie des

lnrnts (lu Dlihan.
l'ar quelies angoisses ont d0 passer nos malheureux Pdres, les longs

t,,rrr.; rlrri pr6cdddrent leur martyre ! Ce rnartyre coincide ir peu prds avec

l, r I ;;urvier 1920, jour of la r6volte 5cIata d Marache.
('cr 2.1 janvier, A midi pr6cis, le commissaire de police tira en l'air

, r*l (()ups de revolver dans une rue voisine du couvent. C'6tait signal
,'u\('nrr. Aussitdt je vois de la fendtre du couvent un rassemblement se

r,,rnr('r'sur la plate-fcrnne de la cjtadelle situde en face de moi. C'dtait la
t',rr,l.'rlr:s insurgds;ils font, sous le commandement de sergents de la

, ,,,l.rrrlcrie, queiques exercices en brandissant leurs fusils ; puis comme
i lrrccn6s ils se lancent en ville pour attaquer les << ghiavours>>
i' i,,,rrrin:rtion que les Turcs domrent aux chr6tiens et qui veut dire

' l, lr'). 'l'oute la population furque de Marache courut aux armes et se

r l,ru.c pleuvoir des milliers de balles sur les maisons chr6tiennes. Les
,,( r('s victimes furent des Frangais, de pauvres poilus, qui ne
,' 'rrlr)ilnt rien'dtaient allds au marchi avec lettrs cirariots. Six d'entre
,,rrrbirent frapp6s par des balles, iir6es par des agents de police.
, I l('s sentinelles frangaises dtaient en butte ir ces balles traitresses ;
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plusieurs de ces soldats furent tu6s, entre autre ceux qui dtaient de faction
d la porte du couvent et ) l"entrde de l'h6pital" {Jne patrouille frangaise de

cinq hommes fut 6gorg6e dans un cimetii:re turc. Des compagn.ies de

soldats, qui d cause de la rdvolte inattendue durent d la hite clnnger de

cantonnement, furent obligds de passer devant les cr6neaux des mrdsons

turques du quartier Qaia-Cache et plusieurs d'entre eux, lrarmi lesquels
des officiers, trouvdrent la mort- Le dirai-je ? {-Jn pauvre poilu, soi,Cat de

liaison au bureau de la poste turque, eut les parties sexuelles coupdes et

en ies lui mettant dans les mains, les Turcs lui dirent : < Voili ton
courrier, va le pr:rter d la Place i > Le malheureux eut une mort atroce ; il
expira six jours plus tard. Ce premier jour de la rdvoite, quelques

chrdtiens aussi furent tu6s, mais la plupart purent se mettre en sfiretd en
cherchant asile dans les 6glises, dans les dcoles chr6tierures, et pafiout or)

Ies Frangais avaient leur cantomement. Ces cantonnements dtaient au

nombre de douze.
Nous voild i la tombde de la nuit du 21 janvier" Les forces turques

6taient imposantes ; leur plan d'investissernent des cantonnements
frangais et des quartiers chrdtiens 6tait si bien congu et si bien appliqu6
que toute liaison entre les diffdrents cantonnernents fut rendue
impossible, m6me entre ceux qui dtaient voisins i'un de 1'autre.

Les Turcs estimant que toute rdsistan"ce, soit de la part des Frangais,

soit de la part des Arm6niens, n'aurait aucun succds, s'enharciirent d

envoyer le lendemain un uitimatum de quatTe conditions au

Commandement de la Place. Cet ultimatum impertinent en m6me temps
que ndicule stipulait l'abandon de tout matdriel de guene et cle transport
entre les rnains des Turcs, ie libre ddpart des officiers el
I'emprisonnetnent des soldats ftangais. Ces conditions firrent repoussies
avec dignit6 et dds lors les Turcs continudrent la bataille engagde la
veille, une bataille qui sur tout les points de la ville dura jusqu'au matin
du 11 f6vrier, entout vingt et un jour,i,jours d'enfer, jourde destructions,
de massacres, jours qui vous rend.raient fous, si les p6ripdties s'en
d6roulaient devant vos yeux sur les {ilms d'un cindrna !

Le but des assaillants hrrcs 6tait l'andantissement total de tous les
chrefiens, y compris les Frangais. Assur6s qu'aucune fi;rce de ia ville ou
du dehors ne pouvait les surprendre, les Turcs corrunencdrent tout A leur
aise ir massacrer les chrdtiens de tout dge, qui 6taient restds dans leurs
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nr;u.ions. Le premier massacre eut lieu au quartier chrdtien, dit ChdkAr-

rlt'rc,:;itud dans un vallon demdre la citadelle, restde entre les mains des

lrrrcs. [-e feu ll.rt mis d 1'6glise armdnienne dite Sourp Kevork (Saint-

tirr:trioire) et d toutes les maisons du quartier. Une compagnie frangaise,

rlllt .y cantonnait, aidie par des Anndniens courageux, put Se rdfugier dans

ilr rrrrtre quafiier. Femmes, en{'anl.s, riieillards, obligds de rester,

llrrrbcrcnt sous le coutelas des il'urcs et pour 6viter la peine d'enterrer les

t nrl:rvrcs, ceux-ci tres traindrent et les jetdrent dans un four i chaux en

rrr lrvrtd"

I.es colorutes de fumde et les lueurs sinistres de ce premier incendie

rftrrrrrdrcnt avis aux TurCs des viilages or) se trouvaient nos Pdres, que la

tittrrre Sainte avait conrmenci. C'6tait le 23 janvier. Eux aussi, donnant

ltlrn: cours aux sentiments dictds par leurs croyances, se nrdrent sur nos

r lr,rpclles, nos hospices, sur les chrdtiens rdunis au pied de I'autel, priant

rl tir:rlutant les derniers moiS de r6conf,Or1 de leurs pasteurs, nOs infortunds

r ,rrrliires ! Trois d'entre eux filrent fuds d coup de revolver, deu"r autres

lirrrli's vifs, leurs ouailles pdrirent avec eux dans les flammes, qui enpeu

rlt lernps cldtruisirent nos missions de Yenidjdkald, de Donghdld, de

ftlorrtljouk-ddrdsi. I-e nombre de tues cians nos villages fut d'environ un

ttttllrt:n.

Ainsi prit fin la journee du 23 janvier hors de ll'farache et bien que

pr.t:;()nlte ne nous eCrt apport$ la douloureuse nouvelle de ce d6sastre*,

rr,,rr:r titigns pggrtalt cgnvaingus, vu leS menaqes antdrieUres deS Tun:S,

,qrr'rl uvait eu lieu et que les lnemes d6sastres se reproduiraient A

\ l,r r ;rt lre, les jc.rurs suivants. E1 effet, le 24 janviet" les 'Iurcs mirent le feu

rrrr rlrratre coins de la rriile pour obliger les chrdtiens A sortir de ieurs

,1, ilr('ur.eS. Dds ce moment jusqu'd la fin de ces jours terribles les

!!i1 {.n(lies continudrettt.jour et nuit: tantOt les larnes de feu Se toumaient

. r', l,: nord, tant6t vers le sud, les flammes avangaient toujours, pour

l, tnur.s o11 pour encercler de plus en plus les cantonnements oil avec ies

j , 'r\';ris se trouvaient des mitrliers de clu'etiens.

l)urant cet incendie les cotlps de fusils, le claquement des

,,tr,rrllcuses, entrecoupds de coups de canon, ne cessdrent pas un instant

' l,,rrl t:t d'autre ; car les assidg6s, Frangais et Armdniens, ne rnanquaient

, , l(. rilloster.
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Les maisons br0l6es ir Marache dtaient pour 1a plupart des rnaisons

de chrdtiens ; j'estime que toute rnaison chrdtienne a dtd incendide ; pamri
les constructions d'importance qui furent la proie des flammes, je cornpte
cinq dgiises armdniennes, trois dglises protestantes, une foule de

magasins et quelques mosquies. Beaucoup d'enfbnts et de femmcs
p6rirent dans les flammes.

Spectacle terrifiant : des malheureux, encerclds par le feu, couraienl
affol6s sur les toits et puis, les rnaisons s'effondrant, itrs disparaissaient

dans un gouffre de flammes, de furnde et d'6tincelles. [a plus ef{iayantr:
de toutes ces scenes fut I'incendie de l'6glise armdnienne de la Sainte-

Vierge (Asdouvttts-adzine), plus terrible que celui de l'6glise protestante,

dite la Prernidre, d'oir les solclats franqais et 1.500 chretiens purent

s'enfuir en creusant des boyaux, qui clonnaient accds d d'autres maisons

chr€tiennes. Cette 6glise dtait sihrde sur une cotrline, iL une petite distance

de notre couvent. Li s'6taient rdfugids 50 soldats franco-armdniens et

environ 2"000 chritiens" L'an6a.ntissement de cette 6glise avec ceux qur

s'y 6taient refugids demanda truit jours de travail pdnible aux insurg6s

turcs.

D'une fen€tre du couvent je regardai d maintes reprises, avec mes

lunettes, la trag6die qui s'y ddrouiait" trrs premiers jours 1'6glise 6tait

entour6e de trois cdt6s par des n:raisons flambantes, formant un cercle cil:

fbu, qui emp0chait toute conununication avec elle'. Du c6t6 est il y al'aii

un quartier turc oir les insurg6s dtaient si nombreux et si tbrternerrt

retranch6s, que tout effcrrt sdrieux de la part des Frangais pour venir err

aide i ces malheureux fut rendu difficile. Le presbytdre {ut d'abortl
d6truit ; le lendemain ce fut le tor:r de l'6cole situ6e i c6t6 de l'dglise.

La demidre nuit je fus stup6fait de voir un irnmense brasier sur Lr

terrasse de I'dglise, formde d'une 6paisse couche de ten'e : < Voila.
pensai-je, que les 'lurcs y ont allum6 un bricher de bois de sapin >>. .1,

m'etais trornp6, ce n'6taitpas du sapin, c'6tait du pdtrole : ils en avaiL-ri

inond6 1a couche de terre de la terrasse de manidre que le pduol.
enflamm6 p6n6trdt la terre, puis incendiit les traverses du plafond et dr,',;

ce moment tout espoir de salut fut perdu. Les chrdtie:ns qui s'diangaicu
hord de I'dglise iurent 6gorg6s, ceux qui restdrent, pdrirent dans lc,,

flammes : des ,50 soldats et des 2"000 chr6tiens, presque personne ne :iL

sauva.

L)6crire les pdripdties que subit chaque cantonnernent et la foule des

tlrrrrlicns, qui dans leur enceinte se croyaient d I'abri de la rnort' estune

ls|lrc p6nible ; c'est l'histoire d'un long martyre. Je me'bo1ne i dire

rlrlltltrcs mots sur ce qui se passa dans mon 6glise durant led'vingt et un

;rrrrrs rlc sidge.

l"orsque ia rdvolte 6clata, les gargons et les filles dtaient en classe ;

llr rrt. pouvaient plus retourner d la maison. Les chr€tiens des quartiers les

;rlrrri llroches de l'€glise se r6fugidrent chez nous;et leur nombre s'6leva d

I /(X). I.es soldats franqais, la plupart des Algdriens, dtaient 210 hommes.

ilulrr: emplacement situd srr un grand rocher, qui domine une grande

ltnrlrrr de la viltre, 6tait devenu une forteresse inexpugnable ; les rnitrliers

rlc hirllcs qui nous furetrt envoy6es chaque jour, s'aplatissaient contre les

lurrs, clurs corrune le g;ralit et les'I'urcs, croyant qu'une grande fbrce

:rrrrd'c se trouvait chez nous, rr'osdrent nous attaquer de prds- Ils se

r rrrrlcntdrent de tirer du haut des minarets des mosqudes sur les selltlats et

lec civils ; quelques-uns furent frappes. Au couvent il n'y avait pas assez

ile vrvrcs pour nor:rrir une foule si dnOnne et ia ndcessitd absolue cle s'en

llnlrlrLlr se fit sentir. Il fallut oulrir une br€che dan-s I'enceinte, que ies

llrlittt(,lts fortifi6es iles Turcs avaient forrnde autour de nouS. Les SOltlats,

r lltill'cusetnent aid6 par les civils, comrnencdrent 3r creuser un boyau, du

,,rr\,('rrt vers la place, qui 6tait d deux kilomdtres de distance. Aprds avoir
, rr'rr'.t! longtemps, il fallut prendre d'assaut queiques rnaisons turques, quj

,l,rrrrrrlricllt le bo1'au, parmi lesquelles Ia c6ldkrre << fu{aison blana}re >. Atl

'u\ 
(lr sacrifice de quelques vies huma.ines' une liaisgn fut enfin cr'64e

,,, , lrr place, d'oft des muniti,rns et un peu de viwes pureilt €tre portds au

' 'r\'{ nt. Presque tous les soldats dtaient obligds de sortir du couvent pour
i, !,;rrr[r ct la ddf'ense du boyau et ainsi trds peu de soldats restaient cher:

,,,,,r'.,,l'oir la vive irrquienrde dlftre surpns par les Turcs' Gare A rtcrtts si

I r rrt:s s'apercevaient que la gamisorr dtait si rfduite I

l'rrur induire les lurcs en elreur quant i tlos forces le capitaine 8"..

r I trtrrreuse ilitiative d'arrner une trentaine de _jeunes Armdniens qur,

,, .,lcrridre tres cr6neaux cles murs de I'enceinte du jardin clu couvent,
, ,r;crcnt de r6pondre jour et nuit atlx coups de fusii des Turcs ;

, r .,; liris les poilus felicitdrent r:es braves en observant leur tir exact et

, ri'r.c.nt leur courage.
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Vu I'incertitude de I'avenir et le peu d'espoir d'0tre secourus dr-r

dehors, de grands travaux de d6fense s'irnposdrent. f)evant le couvent on
construisit de petits fortins, dans la cour on 6leva des remparts, toutes les
baies du clocher et les fen€fes du couvent furent ferrn6es par des murs de
pierres ou de terre ; les Arm6niens concoururent a\iec 6lan ir toutes ces

corvdes ; la nuit des escouades devaient sortir du couvent pour aller
chercher des pien'es, des poutres, des vivres ; pour ramener les morts ou
les blessds, que I'action de la journ6e avait iaissds dans les rues.
L'abn6gation des Armdniens pendant ces rudes travaux fut admiratrle,
mOme hdroique. Deux soldats furent envoyds le 4 f6vrier d'uir
cantonnement situ6 loin du couvent d la Flace, en piein nridi ! Ils devaieni
passer le pont du vallon dit < Qanle-ddrd > (vallon du sang) au pied de la
colline oil se trouve le couvenl A peine au milieu du pr:nt, une vivc
fusillads partie des barricades aux deux extrdmitds du pont les abattit. A
la tomb6e de la nuit le capitaine B... voulut ir tout prix, que les cadavres
fussent portds au couvent et il ordonna aux Amrdniens d'aller les

chercher. Plusieurs s'offrirent A exdcuter l'ordre donn6. Ils dernanddrent
des armes qui leur furent refus6es. Malgrd cela quatre d'entre eux
sortirent du couvent, arrivdrent au pont et prirent les morts sur le tlos. A
ce moment les Turcs ayant entendu du bruit, ouvrirent la fusillade. L'un
des Arm6niens fut blessd mortellement Et vint expirer au couvent" Ces
braves ne m6ritent-ils pas d'6tre ddcor6s ?

Les softies de nuit aux rnaisons turques et armdniennes, qui ii
l'approche de l'incendie avaient 6td dvacudes en toute h6te par les

habitants, nous procuraient des vivres pour nourrir ulle communautd <Jr,r

plus de 3.700 personnes. Des poutres d demi-br0l6es, qlle du dehors orr

apirorta au couvent, servirent A faire une soupe de bl6 dans deux enorrnes
marmites et ir chauffer les plaques en t0le pour y cuire du pain crr

feuillettes. Mon trds re$ettd confrdre le PAre Joseph prisida chaque jour
d la distribution des viwes, qui dtaient en quantitd suffisante pour ne pa:.

mourir, trop mince pourtant ponr s'assuref une longue vie. Des officier':,
frangais, animds des sentiments de la plus noble piti6 d la nre de ci:s

malheureux, avaient la charitd de distribuer I'apres-midi une poignde .1,

bld cuit aux 300 petits enfants de chez nous, qui n'avaient aucune idde cl,

tout ce qui se passait autour d'eux.

Le 1"' f6vrier, d la tomb6e de la nuit, un offtcier, le lieutenant V...'

Irrssl le drapeau frangais sur le ciocher. Le lendemain, ii la nouvelle que

lr rlrapeau tricolore 6tait hiss6, une dticelle d'espoir ranima la foule de

lrlcsscs et de malades, qui gisaient les uns contre les autres sur les dalles

rlcs trois nefs de l'6giise. En voyant le drapeau, qui d'ailleurs avait 6t6

lrrr;sd la m$me nuit sur tous les endroits ofi se trouvaient les Frangais fi'ai
t orrrptd 15 drapeaux), tout le monde crut que par cet acte solonnel

M:rrtche dtait ddfinitivement conquise aux Frangais'

La raison pour laquelle le drapeau venait d'6tre hiss6, ne fut

r'runprise que sept jours aprds. La place avait donnd cet ordre, parce

rll'une colonne cle secours sortie d'Adana 6tait en marche vers Marache ;

lr tlrapeau devait faire comprendre ir la colonne la situation des

errrplacements frangais en cas de bornbardement. La vue du drapeau

r nrrs6la les chrdtiens et fit d6sesp6rer les Turcs, qui, se crr:yant perdus,

r orrlirrudrent la bataille avec plus de fureur que jamais, pour rdduire, selon

L'rrr rlire, la ville en un four i chaux avant de la laisser aux mains des

l'r ;r rrga is.

l-e 7 fewier, d la midi pr6cis, la colonne, ddjd en we de la ville
r[,])urS le grand matin, arrive, 6tablissant son campernent d quatre

lrl,rrrrltres dans la plaine, devant la villel8. Une partie de la colonne

,,rnl()1me la ville du sud au nord, passant devant la partie ouest et

l"rilvitnt communiquer aveo ia place' Aussitot cornmenqa un petit

l,,,rrillrrdelnent, qui fllt rdpdt6 le B, le 9 et surtout l'aprds-midi du 10

t{.\rt(.t-pour prdparer et pour couvrir la retraite des Franqais. Les Turcs

rr .ryrrt)t pas le moindre soupqon que ies Frangais allaient se retirer,

i,r..,r.rurt le drapeau blanc pour se rendre. Hdlas, on ne peut utiliser la
,1, I.rrtc des Tttrcs;l'ordre d'6vacuer la ville dans la nuit du 10 au 11

r, \ I r(.r etait irrdvocable ! Le soir du 9 fevrier je vis les officiers frangais, ir

r rl,lr. t:orllrre cl'ordinaire au refectoire du couvent, dans un etat d'Arne des

, i', , 1ri'rribles. Je compris qu'il y avait quelque chose de trds grave ; je me

,, ., illc aux officiers et les prie de me dire pourquoi lls sont si pensifs.

, , lc capitaine B... me dit: <Mon Pere, j'ai requ i'ordre d'6vacuer le

Lr, rrl, mEiS je vous ordorure de ne rien dire ir personne >>. Prdcaution
, jrlr.. caf piusieurs personnes, en voyant le lendemain les pr6paratifs

I rrsuient les soldats frangais, en conclurelrt qu'ils hAtaient leur d6part'
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Je fus assailli de questions arxquelles je rdpondis dvasivement : ce qui nc

fit que confirmer la certifude de mes interrogateurs.
L'ivacuation de la ville fut une op6ration trds d6licate et le secrct

absolu 6tait ndcessaire pour la faire rdussir sans perte d'hommes.

Les Etudes du mois de juin 1920, page 577, accvsent les

Armdniens de << calomnie >>, parce qu'un habitant de Marache semble

avoir dit qup les Frangais avaient dvacud la ville sans prdvenir les

Arm6niens.
En partie cela est vrai, malheureusement.

Pour se faire une id6e de 1'6vacuation, il faut conna?tre les lieux dr"r

refuge des chrdtiens, qui 6taient situds en ligne droite d'un bout de la villc
(le Sud) i I'autre (le Nord), sur un parcours de trois kilomdtres" En bas dc

la ville il y avait I'dglise armdnienne (br0lde) dite < des 40 Martyrs >

(Kursoun Manouk)te. A peine la colonne de d6lirrralce fut-elle arriv6c
devant la ville, les 2.000 rdfugi€s se trouvant dans cette dglise purenl

sortir de la ville et rester d cdt6 de la colonne. Panni ces rdfugids 6tait lt:

R. Abbd Pascal (I{aroutioun) Moldjeian, pr8tre ann6nien-catholique, sorti

de son dglise le 9 fdv,'ier de grand matin, et se rendant au camp pour avoir
des nouvelles. Notez bien que par mesure militaire selon la situal.iorr

d'alors, il 6tait absolument ddfendu aux civils de rentrer en ville.
Au milieu de la ville, comme dans un triangle, se trouvent 1'6glisc

armdno-catholique, puis l'amdricaine dite la PrerniBre dglise (br&lde) et

en face d'elle sur une colline 1'6glise des Pdres Franciscains ; ces 69liscs

sont s6pardes l'une de l'autre par des quarliers turcs, oir les insurgr5s sc

trouvaient en grancl nornbre et qui jusqu'au demier rnolnent rendirenl
absolument impossible toute commurrication entre elles.

L'6glise am6ricaine en face de nous, prit feu l'aprds-rnidi du (.)

fdvrier et les soldats et les civils qui s'y trouvaient (environ 1.500) purent

se retirer par des trous percds auparavant dans les murs ; la plupart sc

joignirent aux chrdtiens d I'eglise armdnienne-catholique" La nouvelLe dri

prochaine ddparl ne fut pas publide d cette 6glise, oil les mesures

militaires dont j'ai parl6 plus haut, 6taient logiquernent ies mdmes quc

celies prises pour mon 6glise. On dit que seulement le rnatin du l1 fdvncr
les chrdtiens y r6fugies s'aperQurent du d6part et alors une fouie de 2.00()
personnes se langa dans les rues pour rejoindre ceux qui ddjd 6taient cl
route avec moi. Ce sont les 2.000 dont les Etucles (page 577) parlent ci
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rlul lurent presque tous massacrds, non par les barrdes furques qu'ils
rr:r'rcontrdrent en route mais par les habitants fuics de Marache, qui
eorrrurent apr€s eux en les tuant d coups de haches et de couteaux,
rlrrclques-uns m6me eurent la t6te scide. I-es survivants, deux ou trois
pcrsonnes, panrri lesquelles 6tait M. Serop Kharlakian, nous rejoigrrirent
lc rneme jour et ce denrier me raconta ces particularitds navrantes.

A l'6glise des Pdres Franciscains se trouvaient, comnle il a dtd dit
plrrs haut, 3.700 rdfugi6s. Les chariots qui y furent ddtruits, les cuisines
nrrrbrllantes qui y furent rendues inutilisabies, les mitrailleuses qui furent
rl(.rrront6es, tout€s ces actions qui eurent lieu I'aprds-midi du 10 f6vr"ier,

irrrliquaient clairement ce qu'il m'avait dtd d6fendu de dire" Le moment
rlrr tldpart avait.6te fixd i 5 heurcs prdcises du soir. On nous avait invitd,
le lidrc Joseph et moi, avec nos dornestiques, i nous tenir prdts A la
prrrrrde porte du couvent : il nous 6tait promis d'accompagner les
rrrrlitaires qui devaient passer par le boyau. Avec insistance on nous
r'onscilla, mdme on nous dernanda, d'dvacuer le couvent. C'dtait ddcidd ;

lc signal du d6part fut donnd : vite nous nousjet8rnes dans le boyau, pour
rrorrs rendre i la place, distante d'une vingtaine de minutes. Mais du c6td
gnrrche du boyau il y avait une mosqu6e, qui dL cinquante pas le dominait
rl rlrri par respect culturel fut toujours laissde aux rnains des insurgds.
llrerr que nous grimpions dans le plus grand silence, les Turcs de la
rrrtrsrlrr6e durent entendre du bruit et soupqonnant qu'il y avait du monde
,l;rrrs le boyau, ils ouvrirent, une heure durant, une vive fusillade sur nous.
I r's balles frappdrent les bords du boyau ; nous nous dtions accroupis le

I'lrir; lras possible et nous pnlmes Saint Antoine de nous prot6ger contre
[',. lralles turques.

Ici je demande i ceux qui critiquent d'une fagon si amdre les
nr(':iur-es prises par les Frangais, << est-ce que pour assurer la vie des
.,'lrllts, ils auraient pu agir differemment au moment de I'dvacuation ? >>

l'i'u\,ricnt-ils permettre aux civils de les accompagnerdans les rues de la

' ill,''1 Malheur, si lors de la fusillade que nous subimes dans le boyau,
i, , rrrilliers de civils s'dtaient troul'6s avec nous ! On comprend que tant
I rrroude n'aurait pu entrer dans un boyau: ies civils auraient dfi

", lrcr sur la route exposde au feu turc et dans ce cas ni les soldats ni les

'1,; 
rr'auraient pu se sauver. Les Frangais qui se trouvaient a.u centre de

' rllc durent donc penser avant tont i eux-m6mes, puis au sort des
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civils, et ils ont agi en cons6quence. [,orsque la fusillade dirigde sur Ie

boyau prit fin et nous permit d'en sortir, il 6tait environ 7 heures et demie

du soir. Alors le capitaine 8... qui dtait avec nous, voyant que les sc,idals

|taient en s0ret6, me perrnit, suivant les instructions reglles r1e la placc,

d'envoyer au couvent un petit billet invitant les chrdtiens A nous suilne e t

i se rassembler i la caseme derridre la place, d'ou le d6part gdneral dtait

fixd i 10 heures de la mrit" Un trds brave guerrier armdnien, au sericr
des Fmngais, appeld Hai'k, firt charg6 du message, qu'il remplrt

heureusemenl.

Je regrette infinirnent que ce lnessage n'ait pu parvenir d l'drglisc

armdno-catholique. L'y faire parvenir 6tait d'une impossibilitd absolue.

parce qu'il f,allait passer le pont sur le farneux vallon dit < Quanle-dd:rA >,

qui 6tait barricadd aux deux bouts par les Turcs ; prendre une route crr

dvitarrt le pont dtait aussi impossible le soir du 10 fewier, parce qu'A srr

droite et d sa gauche les maisons 6taient en flammes. Les Frangais qur

dtaient i l'6glise armdno-catholique en sortirent la nuit du 9 au l0 fdvricr
par une route au bas de la ville.

Au retour de Haik, je lui demande des nouvelles quant A nos 3.700
r6fugi6s. Il me dit que parmi eux rdgne un ddsordre 6pouvantable. hvarrt
que mon message arrivAt, 2-50 avajent d6jd sautd les ururs de l'enceinte <lrr

couvent et purent me rejoindre. I-orsqu'd tous fut donn6e pleine libelte tt,

s'en aller, beaucoup de femmes et d'enfants se r6fugidrent dans lt.:;

6tablissements de la mission amdricaine d c6t6 de la place en prenant urr,

route pius d I'abri des balles turques" [,a plupart des hommes restdrent lrr
couvenl, se d6fendant pendant ctreux jours contre les Turcs qui, ayarrr

compris le d6part d6finitif des Frangais,leurpersuaddrent de se rendre. ll,,
se rendirent ; seulement ceux qui parlaient le fiangais turent mis en 1tris,,rr
et s'y trouvent encore. Selon les nouvelles que -i'ai eues, trds peu rl,.

r6fugi6s qui dtaient i l'6glise des Prdres Franciscains, pdrirent.
Le soir, i 10 heures, nous dtions r6unis d la caserne, situde au ncir,l

un peu hors de la ville, demdre la place et les ddifices de la rni,ssr'r
amdricaine. Lir aussi une foule de chrdtiens avait trouv6 l.in refir,,
pendant les vingt et un jours et la plupart d'entre eux voulurent suivle l,

Frangais, A 10 heu.es prdcises on se mjt en route pour rejornd:re L
colonne qui etait au sud devant la viile. Notre route contournait la villL'
I'ouest d peu de distance d'elle, en passant par les champs, par les vign
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,,rr lcs pierres, les broussailles nous faisaient tr€bucher i chaque pas' l'a
rrrrrllilude de femmes et d'enfhnts qui me suivaient, au lieu d'observer ure

Erh'rrcc absolu, ne firent que crier ; I'enfbnt appelait ia mdre, la mdre

l'r.illirnt, tandis que notle passage dtait lclaird par 1es lueurs de la ville

Fltr'()rc en flamrnes. Les clameurs de la fouie pouvaient attirer i'attention

el lcs lralles turques.

... Aprds une marche pdnible cle deux heures, nous atteignimes le

r alrp i minuit, dans la nuit du 10 ag 11 fevrier ; irrunddiatentent aprAs, le

rtrrrp firt lev6;la colonne s'dbranla; elle ernmenait avec elle 3.200

rd ItrIIi's.
I)e temps en temps, en pleurant, nous nous ar:rdtions pour donner

t1l ('orrp <1'1pi1, un <lemier adieu d la ville de Marache si terriblernent

rlrrrr,trdc ; de loin elle nqus salgait par un lbu d'artifise cles ptrus

rplt,rrrlicles, des plus imposants : la grande caserne ciont nous venions cle

ror trr dtait en {lammes : on y avait amassd tous les effets et toutes les

lrrrrrrrtrons que l'on ne pouvait pas transpotler; ii tout cela On avait joint

lea porrdres et une dnorme quantitd de cartouches prises A la pr:uclridre

trrrIr(', qui d l'approcl-ie du feu s'enflarurndrent, occasionnant me

, rplo:;r6n fonnidable qui lanEa vers tre ciel des ftranunes rouges' jaunes et

lllr u;rtlcs accontpirgndes de ddtonatioris dtourdissantes et dont le iiacas se

lrl ,i{ ntu' A plusieurs kilomdtres cle la ville' Le matin, de bonne heur*" les

lrrrr';. r-:p sigrre de yictoire, hissdrent leur drapeau sur ies ddbris de la

. r',{'ur(' : c'6tait },$ie victojr€ pour les Turcs ; peu imporLe la manidre dont

,i l'rirrt rr:rr-rport6e ! i-e coq qr-ii demeure sur place a rais$ll de chanter, err

', ,.,rit s'crl aller I'adversaire mille fois plus fort que lui !

I .c 1 I fbwier, A 6 herlres du soir', nous arivflmes d IJl-Agk:u, oir

. ,,i l,rvorragua. Le lenclemain, 12fevt'ter, ie camp fut levd et on arriva le

,! .r () l)eures, i Bel-Pounar. Css deux jr:urs cie rnarche furent heureux :

l ! .ilr terTrps. des chsrninS SeCS, et Surt.Out aucune nAge des maSS€,.S

, l!,ttttt,-t clont parlerrt les -Eiades dejd citees, page 5'16.

Le soir du 12 fdvrier, je fus entp6che par cies sentinelles
,,, url(rs cle rne rendre ai.r logis cles olticiers flar:lgais ou mon cher

r,. ie Pdre Joseph, avaii dejll 1.r0uvd un charjtable accueil. Je clus

,,rr la paille, ri la belle dtoile. Fatiguc d'une marcl:e de trente-sjx

,,',,r,*t*uil 6tait profoncl. Un peu apres minuit, je fus dveilld

prt:otements froids au fitlnt. "k-" trdve Lln peil tra t6te et j€ me vols
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ddjA couvert d'une couche de neige de 15 centimdtres d'6paisseur. Jr:

l'estai fuanquille sous ma couverture, 6tendu par terre, en attendant li:
signal du d6part, qui fut donnd ir 6 heures du matin. Alors le linceul dc

neige se ddchire en rnille endroits : c'6tait une image de ia rdsurrectiorr
des morts au sol1 des trompettes des anges, le jour du dernier jugernenl.

On rnarche dans la neige qui, chassde par la temp6te, ne cesse de nrrus

fouetter ie visage. La rnarche de Bel-Pounar i Islahid, au lieu de cinrl
heures, dura quatorze heures ; on s'dtait tromp6 de route. Se reposer 6tart

inpossible ; un momelrt de repos, c'dtait la mort. Les malheureux qui s,'

reposdrent ne purent plus se remettre sur piecls. Sur toute la route rien qtrt'

des cadavers : 1.200 Armdniens succombdrent. Les parents jetdretlt letrrs

enfants d cdt6 de la route, ne pouvant plus les porter sur ie dos. I-c:r;

soldats noirs, s'appuyant un motnent contre un arbre, y restdrent gelds l,'
llsil en main A cdtd de la route, des chevaux morts, des fusils dont lc:r

porteurs s'6tai€nt ddbarrassfs, une quantitd d'effets que I'on ne pouv;rl
plus porter avec soi ; prris, derridre nous, sur la route jonchde de cadavre,'
et de gens derni-rnorts, s'arrangaient les pidces d'artillerie et urr

cinquantaine cle chariots : ils n'avaient pas le loisir de changer de rorrtt'
ils durent passer oir nous dtions passds ! C'6tait horrible de vor.r lt
spectacles navrants qui se il#roulaient sotrs nos yeux sur le parcours rl,'
Bel-Pounar i la station de Islahid.

f-e wassacre de Marache (Fdvrier 1920) par le R.. P. Matet"ne Mut,
Supdrieur du cauvent et curd de Ia peroisse l'
Pdres Franciscains de Terre-Sainte d Murut lt,

Extrait diz Flarnbeau, revue belge des questiott,s palitiqwes et littdruir,
4" annde, n" I,janvier 1921, pp. 5 '

Extracts from the lllemoirs of M"E. Elliot
Beginning Again at Ararafo

Diary of Siege of Maraslt

Jamnry 22,1920. -- This is Thursday, and the trouble began 1,, '

-luesday. Since then it has not been safe to leave the protection c)l ,

walls. Lieuterrant Counarai was sent out from barracks last night to i,r,,
in wounctred. He did not find any, but tried to retum with eight lllaro()i

Algerians. When he reached the hospital with them only three wert l
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lhc other frve hadbeen killed. He says the streets are full of dead. Miss
lllaketry2l and Miss Leid22 were in town when the firing began; they have

liot back as far as the house across the sh'eet from us. They were seen at
thc rvindow once, yesterday. There is a steady stomr of bullets down the
street between us.

It rvas a mistake to put up the machine gun here, for natl.rrally the
I'rrrks have the hospital covered" We asked to have it removed, and it was
l:rken away over the back wall the first night, but the Turks do not know
(lrat. Last night French headquarters sent to us fbr dressings for their
rvounded. We had to go into the operatiug room with a light to get them,
irrrcl there was a shower of bullets until we got out. I am sure the Turks
llrought we were the mactrrine gunners.

The French are using all their rnachine guns and cannon; a constant
t rrsillade. Bullets never cease their whining, and the cannon shots rattle
orrr windows. The Turks have two or three rnachine guns but no cannon, I
r rlrderstand.

The Turks first fried to get over the mountains. We saw them
tlrrough our glasses, soldiers advancing in regular formation. They were
rlriven back by French shelling. Now it is the Turks already in lvfarash
rvlro are fighting. T'hey are errtrenched in houses all ove"r the city, and it is
vt.r'y dif{icult fbr the French to dislodge them.

Al1 day long the French have been shelling the hills. It is terribie
rrrtl berautiful to see the flash of fire and roll of black smoke against the
rvlritc mountains. The'furks cannot advance by daylight against such fire,
rrul at uight the French have patrols out. The difficulty is in this fighting
' r't'r'ywhere in a city of walled courtyards.

We have one hundred and seventy-five persons in our household;

t',rlrcnts, employds and visitors who were here when the battle began,
.'rllr stray ones who have managed to reach us since. The people in the

','rt house made a hole in the compound wall and got through it to us.
In(' l)oor Annenian came in last night. FIe and his wife and children lived

' ;r little adobe but beside the house from which the Turks are firing on
Ihe Turks broke down his door and shot him. They thought they had

,rl,,l lrim and went away. lle crawied out through the Turkish cemetery
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All these people have some one they love, outside. My pot'r

women patients, worrying about their families - Aznive's mother anrl

little sister are in the city, if they are still alive. L,uther, her brother, is

here. A boy of sixteen, who looks twenty-one now. He is in orrr

pharmacy, and was here when the fighting began. Aznive is brave €!s can

be, without a thought for herself, but Luther stays in the basement.

Our telephone wires were cut at the beginning of the outbreak anrl

the French have no wireless, so Marash is completely cut off from thc

rest of the world. Perhaps you have had no news of this, and are nol

worrying at all, but going about happily as usual; I hope so. America i'
such a happy place.

January 24. *Last night, was incredible. This moming we lookcrl

out at the hills and mountains, amazed that they are still there, unchangerl.

Such a roaring, and splintering all night through. The firing gets worsc

steadily.
There are five big fires now - hornes of influential T'urks. Thcsc

fires must have tlteir effect, for they are impressive to see. But one cannol

account for the Turks. The second moming of this, fwo of thent came lo

the French barracks under a white flag, and said the Turks wanted to stop

fighting. The French heartily agreed, and the bugies blew "Cease firing"
Then the Turks didn't cease.

The French could only begin firing again. I think there is no nnc irr

authority who can stop the Turks, now that they have begun to fight. -l lr,'
trouble began when the French arrested five leading Turks here. Thr,

moming two of them asked to be released, saying that they could stop 1lr,

battle. The French let them go, and they went out into the town. No wor,l

has come back from them".

Sunday moming, Jan[uary] 25. - The French torches have starlr',|

many more fires in Turkish houses, and a battery shelled the house fi'orrr

which the Turks have been firing on us. Our front yard was so frrll ,,t

smoke that we could not see the compound gate. The shells pass, ,l

directly over us with a terrific noise. Two shells went through the rool ,,i
the Turkish house and one through the wall.

Just after supper last night, Mr. Kerr and Mr. Snyder23 got thrroLrr'|,

to us, with an Algenan soldier. They had come to rescue Miss Blakr'l
and Miss Leid from the house across the street, arrd to take back Io I ,

llron supplies for the wounded. He is in the children's Hospital and it

fllled with wounded French. That hospital and French headquarters are

lhc same compound, and directly across the street is the college, all

cted by high walls. So all those Americans can colnmunicate with

other so nicely. Poor Miss Buckley2a is quite alone in Bethshallum

far away at the other end of the city. No news has got through

her.

It seemed years before the two men got back with Miss Blakely and

Leid. They had to go a long way around, under cover as much as

We worked all the time, packing supplies for Dr' Wilson' When

got back Mr. Kerr was very discouraging,, sayiflg that a general

icre of Armenians is expected. Mrs. Powels a'd I have talked it

and decidecl that those two men are mere infants, trying to make

seem as bad as Possible.
All night long the skies are redJighted in every direction by the

fires, and the cannons roar and the heavens shake' Around our

I at the other encl of Marash everything must be completely bumed

The whole city is overhung with clouds of smoke"

'l.he French are hoping for reinforcements to-day, over the Islahai

Yesterday they sent out two Armenians disguised as Turks to rneet

troops and guide them in.

Monday, January 26. * Every hour prclduces a new big fire' One by

Fi' the French are picking out the T'urkish houses and burning thern' It

llllr us wilh arnazement to see the precision with which the French place

krtllt itfler torch all over the city. This rnoming \ /e saw scores of

{tlru,rrians loaded with bedding and household things, rurxring through

lrrrLr.;lr {ire into one of our orphanages - in a few mimrtes a lalge

lurkr,;lr house was a mass of flames, right among the adobe houses the

1r urr'nlill'ls had left"

A soldier has just come with a note fron \rarfon, our buyer' He has

. ,i,iilrlrr:t-of refugees arrd soldiers in his house. He sent word that a1l is

:! tlrcrc:, and that he is arxious about us; if we need anytiring wc are to

,,11,' lritn.
l,lnurtry 27. *Who rvould have tfrought tliis could sontinlie so long!

,,.rring we were quite cheered by a visit frorn captain Arlabose, the

ir ,loclor. The French have cut through walls an<tr mactre a passage
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way to us. He came through that. After he had gone he sent back a

present oftwo huge Senegalese guards and an orderly.
'We were iust settled for the night when there was a. knockirrg at our

gate. I went out to order it opened, aild found an Armenian, tradly

wounded. He reported massa-cres in his part of the city. While I 'was

dressing his 
"r'ounds, 

N{r. snyder came with a letter lronr Dr" wilson; it

confirmed the massacres, but tried to be encouraging. The French havc

sent our Arrnenians dressed as Turkish gendarmes to Islahai witb

telegrams to Adana for reinforcernents and to Beirut for airplanes. Wc

pray God they may be successfui in getting them

All night, Armenians kept coming in with stories of fftassacre" To'

day the gr.ins are silent, except far scattering shots, and { fird mysell'

longing for the snund of the artillery. trt woirid keep the f'urks from their

devil's work.
Mrs. Power is a frump, and my one cornfort here" If she were thtr

dependent kind I don't think I could stand it. I t-eel that when I get out 0i

this, if I ever do, I shall never take responsibility again.

I have cordered a tree cut drrwn. We have hardly any wood .[eli

Cooking only tu'o meals a day, fbr patients and all.
January 28. - How our spirits go up and down! 'lo-day we are all

so happy. News came frorn one of the big churctres; there are nearly trvo

thousand Armenians there, safe so far. And I feel they will be. Dr. Artir,'

is with them. There are two big churches, and the Armenians have dug rrn

underground passage between the two, and the French have given thr:rrr

arrns, so they have been able to defend themselves. We are all so gllrti

Their houses have ail been bumed, but lobody cales about tb.at, rvith tl',r

wonderful news that their dearests are alive.

There is no news yet from Littie Mary's fiancd.

l,ater: We are getting stragglers from the massacres. It is r''' r

ten'ible. There has been another big massacre at the otirer side of the crtr

and we can only pray that sorne of'the men have been able to escape irrl,

Miss Buckley's,rrphanage.
tr wrote that, without thinking what I was saying. At hotnc ol

thinks of woruen and chilciren first. That is because we Americails flf,c I 
'

blessedly saf'e all our lives. I did not understand ultii now the storics '

Armenian men saving themselves in massacres and leavir"ig their woir"
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lrchind. we used to think it cowardiy. It isn't; it is an instinct of race-

lrrcservation. The Turks always try to kill the men and boys; the wotnen

l,uu,"chanceofliving-tlrentheirchildrenwillbeTurks-butthemen
ltitvcnoneatall'ThefirstthirrgArrnenianw()iltenthinkofistosavethe
rrrcn and boys.

I was wrong to blame Aznive's brother, to think that he was

r owardly. Ife is not. Aznive told me to-day, "Evety time I have a minute

I rrrn down to tell him, 'Luther, remetnber your mother' Take care of

yourself". FIe is the only man left alive in their family' he is the family'

llc rnust not take any risks with his life' Aznive .runs about everywhere'

lrrrt she keeps telling hirn that he rnust stay in the basement where it is

sn lc.

We have news to-day of Mr' Solakian26' FIe was.just at our gate'

lorrring to betroth l-ittle Mary' when tire shooting began' The guards tried

lu lrcrsuade him to cotrre in, but he said he must get back to his family' I

,lun't know details, but evidently he was caught in the thick of the

lrp,.lrling and had to take refuge in a near-by house' Night before last' Mrs'

iiol:rkian came crawling into the Children's hospital with five stab

rv,rrrnds ancl tlrree bullet wounrls; her two chiklren were stabbed to death'

l,lrc lcll in a ditch and lay in the water for a long time" She was to have

,urotlrer child, and they operated and took the baby' She will probably die'

Yr':;lerday some one learned w'here Pastor Sr:iakian was' and last niglrt

\1r Kcrr and lv{r. Snyder went to get him' They say he will perhaps lose

l,l', rrrittd.
( laptain Arlabose carre again yesterday morning' and also last

,'r1,lrl. It" is a corrrforl. {ie sent more nlen last night to help gtlard ttre

t i, rlt.i(,s next us. They are fulI of refuge es - tlieir basentetlts, of course' No

,,,r, tLrres go upstairs because of the i:rullets"fhese peopie are ardded to

, ,', lrrritily anci come to me for everithing' A soldier catne just nolv [o ask

,r !,,. rrtight fire on the'furkish house fiotn which the'Turks are finttg on

It rs fbrtunate that I aur a soldier's daughter'

.lartuary 29. - No change in the situati'rn' and the massacres

, rlnuc. But last night brought the happiness of news that

rl,rrcctltgots ar€ near; cannon at a ctristance have been heard by many

' r{nt persotrs.'Ihe'lurks are bolcler ali ti're tim*' Sua'ely it is because

,, ;rlize tliat this js 1he end for theur, and are desperate!
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we get horrible stories from Amrenians rvhr: trre escaping the

orassacres. I try to keep thern from bein6; repeated, but the basement anc

cornpound is fuIl of people, and of course they will talk.

The wife of the photographer u'ho hets clsne all rny kodak printinli,

since I have been here carne in *'ith one chilct, the oldest, a litttre girl

about seven. she sits all day, staring. we lia.re given her work to do, brtl

she cannot ,Co it. She had to leave all her other children, one a nursinll

baby. ancl come with this one. The Turks had surrouncled the quarter, arttl

were to begin the massacre next moming. 'Ihe Armenians had ntr

weapons. They talked it over, and decided to tly tc escape. To do it, ttrey

hacl to crawl, one by one, between two T'urkish guards, so close that the

Turks could have touched thern. One r:f the oltl Amlenian men tooli

control, and chose the ones to go' Only the men, altd the women antl

children who could control themselves and keep quiet, were all6rveci i,,

go. If,one of thern rnade the slightest noise, they would all be lost. So thi,r

wolnan had to choose between dying with her little children" or escapinll

with just this one ancl leaving the others. One rnight say she hatl bettcr

stay and die. Rut then she could nclt have saved tl-ris one. Her hlrsbarr,l

was not there, but she had woril that he is safe in the churctr. she wrll

have to face him and tell him what she did.

Fifty-eight Annenians got out; they were crawling out all nislrt

creeping without a sound past the Turkish guarcls in the dark'

January 30. -.we have no further news of anything.'fhe Frencir Jr,

only trying to hold out until reinforeements corne. 'fhey know that tlr,'

can n€ver subdue the'l'urks here witirout help. in the meantirne they rrr'

burning the city bit by bit. A thousand Annenians are in the Anrerit "'
college cornpouncl now. They are being fed one meal a day ftr,rm ,',,'

supplies. A message has just come asking if 1 can ftimish salt? Iior

thousand? No.
A poor old wonian came in this rnoming, crawled to our gatt' Slr

had two bullet wounds, and every bit of skin was wom fiorn her Lrr,'

where she had crawled on them to get to us"

we are straining our ears fbr the sorurd of an airpiane or bis r',,,,

on the plain. will they come'? l{ave the telegrams got througtrr? what ,1, '

the outside worlcl know about us? Oh, one can't stop and think'

January 31. - r\nrl things much the same" We are a littie more

lrrrwded by the Turks. I had a distressed nr:te from Varton; they are hard-

lrlcssed.
l\'lrs. Solakian has died. lv{y photographer has been kilierJ.

Last night was the coldest u,e have had this rn'inter -- a biting winrl,

rrrrtl evefi'thing frozen. To-day is a little wanner and I do hnpe it will stay

so, l-or the suffering is tenfinid in the bitfer weather. Frorn now on, there

rvrII be many dying of stalation, for this is tlie tenth day.

Last night our squadron of nine men was keyed up aLmost to

lrrt:aking point" Our back door neighbours were doing sornething, we did

rrot krrow what. One of our rnen was kitrled, a black" To think that he was

llrrn in Africa, to die here in a French uniforn, protecting us! To-day, we

lcrrrn thatr many more Turks got into the clurnp of honses behind us.

Febmary 1. -- Just as day was breakirig, one of the night nurses

r'rrnrc to say that Va.rton's house was on fire. The next thing was that

Vlrrlon was wounded, We took in rnore than a hundred refugees from

Vrrrkrn's house. His wound is not dangerous, a shot in the thigh. Wo

,r;rcrated; had to lay the flesh open from hip to knee, but he will be all

r rlllrt after a few weeks in bed.

Yesterday two Zeitoun men came through the trench from the

l;rr.:rrch barracks, both with flesh wounds. They are magnificent men,

lrorrrrlaineers, tail, strong and very proud. They told me, while I dressed

tlrt'rr wounds, that the men of Zeitoun are fighting again. have been

lrlllrtiug since the Turks attacked the French here" They had no more

;rrrrrrrrrnition, and tirese two men have come in to get some from. the

l,r,'nch. They came through tire Turkish lines in the night, and were

rvorrrrclgd, but got away. They want to go back to-night" Zeitoun can htlld
oul lirr ever, they say, if oniy they can have anrmunition.

Arr Armenian wornan just came to me, so indignant because she

1.. 1l'\VS some one rn the neighbourhood who has a large stock of food and

,,, l.t'r:ping it. I said, "Do they want us to buy it?"
"l3uy it!" she said. "Why should you buy it? T'ake it by fbrce. trs

rl,' , ;r linre to buy and se11?" She is feeding fifty people in her house next
,l,,rrt.

A trme trike this brings out characteristics that are usually hidden -
llr';lrncss, rrobleness, greed, seif-restraint, courage. Sometimes, I hate
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thewholeworldwh'enlseesomeone,inallthisstrainanddanger,d'oin1,
a mean, petty thing; but always, a little later' some one does sontething s"

;; ""i fine that ifeet it is worth while to be here' If it is the finish' it i:;

the finish, that,s ail. one of the girls said something big iast night

Something made her think that Mrs' Power and X rvere lea"iul

abandoningthemall.Mrs'Pou'ersaid"'Wewouldn'tdothat'Margeiret""
and she answered so sweetly' '"Even a mother leaves her children at rt

time like this."
A notelust came from Dr' Wilson asking if we have a man on tlr'

place whom we could send out to Aintab as a messenger with an appr.l:'l

to Admiral Bristol?
February 2. - Yesterday Dr' Wilson sent his rx€ssage out bY 11"

Zeitoun men who came in day before yesterday' The French sent orrl

another call for help by them, too' We are not told whether they wilil r" r

the ammunition they came to get for Zeitoun

Thewomanwhohadtoabandorrherclrildrenheardtc-daytlratll..r
husband is dead, killed in fighting' She is alotle now' with the one chil'!

but he never knew what she had done'

February 4. - An unusually quiet night' The church is stili safe' ;rr"i

thetwenty-fivelrundredArmenianstherehavefood.Amessen!]erJ'..,
through fionr them again to-rlay' We have been unable to get :tt'

comriunication with Miss Buckley in Bethshallurn otphanage'

Two weeks this aftemoon since this started' The Frenclr '"

graduallygaininggrcrundagain,evenwithoutreinforceilents.Iftlrc.,''.'
IUt" ro win before help comes, it will have a more crushing effect orr tl

Turks all over TurkeY' " '
February 5. - Very good news yesterday' Captain Fontaine is rrr

lower part of the city, U^tt ao* Islahai' and Captain F{ervier is back ''

his airmen from Aintab' Both have wounded men' but none lost'

February 6. - An airplane has appeared overhead'

It flew around and dropped messages' We don't kn'orn'wheth' 
'

Frenchfoundthem0rnot.Thereisnothingsowonderfulasalralr.l,l
TheTurksfiredonit'WethankGodtlrattheyhavenoaircrallllr,,
went away, and then a secon<1 one came' and the French fired two r ' "

to indicate their Position'

February 7. - More good news' Aznive heard from her mother' A

rrran from the Latin Church (Lieutenant Van Coppanole's fort) got

llrroughwitharnessagefiomher.T.hel.atinChurchisnotfiveminutes,
willk irom here, but this is the first word they have been able to get to us'

tn three weeks.

... After the airplanes yesterday' two letters catne frorn the Turks'

ouc addressed to the French and one to the Americans' We do not know

wlrattheFrenchonecontained,buttheonetoussaidthatthisisnota
hrcal rnovement, but a national one, and that the Turks of Marash could

rrut stop it if they would. ln other words' it is Mustapha Kernal's

Iturvcment.
February 8. * Mrs. Power and I had a laugh over Luther yesterday'

llrllasreallyprovedhimselfasplendidfellow;Idoncltknorvwhatwe
rllrrtrltlhavedonewithouthim.HewasapharmacistintheTurkishanny'
lttrl lhey kept him rn the ftont lin.es much of tlre tirne, so he thoroughly

|rrows the Turks and their manner of fighting' Yesterday he went out in

tlrr. r:ompound and cailed to the house frorn vrhich the Turks u'ere firing

'r us -- called until the owner came out, rnin<tr you' and then said to hirn'

''Yorralenottofireonthehospital'Youknowitisnotpermittedtofire
,,rr ;r hospitai. 'Ihe Director Doctor Madarne is very an$y abouj if' and

,rrll lrold you resiporlsible. The Director says you are to stop firing at

trlll t' 
!'

Would you believe that the Turk stood there and swore up and

i.,*ri by all the prophets that they never had firerl on ttre trospital and

... r r.r lvould fire on it * and the hospital there beftlre his eyes, Icloking

:'l , ,r ('()landerfromtheirshots!

Wewerebtnyuntilfouro'clockthisnaorning;theFirstFnrotestan't
!lrirl lr was buming. we thought there were tlundreds of Armenians in it'

, lr,'rrtcl later, howev"r, thut they had all got over to anothcr saf,e

!'rr,lt.

llr(jtrcamethegreatnewsthatreinforcenr'entshavereachedusat
ljoon w€ b"gun't" ltear them" All night the shelling was heavier

, r','r before' Then there were two ll:rore enofinr)us fires' which

l :r rvhole quarter of the ciry' We doubled onr guards around the

,,,,rrtl walls and had everything fiXtred with waJor'
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We must be doubly vigilant frorn now on, for it appears that thc
T'urks will not surrender, but will keep on fighting and doing whatever
damage they can.

The reinforcements seem to be working their way up though thc
city, contrary to the expectations of Captain Arlabose, who thought they
would come around the barracks.

He amused us very rnuch last night. He went to Frenclr

headquarters and was in bad humor when he came back. He said anybody
would be a neurasthenic who stayed there long - there were too many
officers and no two of them could agree. It was too depressing, he coulti
not stay there. So I said, "You must come here, where we are ail so calnr
and happy."

"Bien sfir, ici c'est beaucoup plus heureuse," he answeretl

seriously.
We have taken in fifleen men with frozen feet ter-night, and mort'

are coming. The weather is bad.

Our precious airplane has just come and gone again. If only u,r'

could reach it with a message. But anyway, it seerns a connecting linl.
with the outside world.

February 9. - Frerrch reinforcements consist of three battalions,
nearly three thousand men, and eight cannon. There is fierce fighting orr

all sides of us this moming, and we are having the worst snowstorm ol

the winter. Snow lies thick on everything and fills the air so that nothirrl,
can be seen.

News came to me yesterday that Miss Buckley was killed on tlr,
first day. We knew that all the Armenian girls in the Rescue l{ome v,,cr,

killed as soon as the fighting began, but we had not heard this before- I rl,'
not believe it; I could not bear to believe it. I have said nothing to Mr',
Power about it.

One of our nrrses leamed last night that her two little childrerr rn,

killed, and another nurse's mother was killed with them. 'l lr,

commandant of the machine-gun company has been kiltred, th.e orrl

French officer lost so far.
Little Mary's fianc6 has been killed.
Beyond the second house frorn us is a narrow alley, and the rr,

house is all stone and Turkish. The people in it, horvever, ltave beerl rir,,
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nnd peaceful. I-ast night they threry a paper over the wall and it fell in the

rrllcyway. Of course, no one dargd go out to pick it up' They came to ask

rrrc what to do about it. I told them to call over the wall and'tell the

pcr.son from whom the letter came to write another one. So later'hvo new

lcllcrs came. One was from a Turk who, we hoped, had protected some

('lrristians. It said that he had had thirty-five women and five nren in his

Itorrse, but that the other Turks had forced him to give them up and had

killcd them all in the street outside his house. Little Mary"s fianc6 was

snrong them. We think he had been trying to get to her here.

The other letter was addressed to Mr. Lyman, a missionary, and

nrkcd the Americans to plead with the French for the lives of Turkish
wolnen and children

February 10. * To-day started as usual until Captain Arlabose

nurrr:. We both saw that he was much distressed. Nothing we could do

would cheer him. He went to headquarters and came back looking more

ttrrst:rable than before. He has been trying to eat luncheon with us. He has

;rrr;l told us that the Frencli are going to retreat.

Flight through Vf/inter Snows

It was many minutes before we could believe that this was true. But
I ll)llriu Arlabose's face convinsed us more than his words.

In the hospltal no one but ourselves knew the news, and the French

',, rt' irrsistent that no one else should know. Mrs. Polver and I went

,,,lrrcrliately to see rvhat the other Arnericans were going to do. Our
!rr.rrl:; WCre swirnrning. Of course so far as going or staying was

,,r* r'r ncd, each must decide for himself. Sotne must stay, and some muSt

,, ., lhat none of the Armenians would be left without the liule help we

',,1,1 riive them.
llre r,vay was more difficult and dangerous if we 1eft, but more

, i rlrll', we thought, if we stayed.
I lrc Armenians at headquarters had heard the news before we had,

I rlr( y were sobbing and screaming. Thousands of them, screaming!

lrrrrl relied on us, on the promises of the great, powerful Allies. They
,,rrrc back to Marash, to their wrecked homes and lives, under our

rr()n. Now they were being left to the Turks,
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How many tirnes I had said, ..Don,t be silly! Can,t you realize that

the Allies are here, tlie Allies have won the war? Haven't you been told'

and told, and told again, that you are safe now? Why do you foolishly

imagine things to frighten yourselves? The Allies afe here." It was sti

hard to think.
CaptainArlaboselookedacfuallyhappywhenltoldhimthatMr.s.

Power u,,d I *"," going with the refugees, and Miss Shultz had decidecl'

too. The rest had not decided. Miss Buckley, if she were still alive, was irr

Bethshallum and could not be reached. Dr. Artine, with the twenty-fivt'

hundred Armenians, was still in the churches' I prayed that the new:;

might reach them, so that they coulcl fight their way out before it was too

late' A note came to me from the hospital. They had heard the news; wlrlrt

should they do?

Ithinkthatalltherestofmydayslshallsuddenlyhearfromtinr.
to time that sentence quietly said, sometimes almost in a whisper, "lMlr;tl

shall we do now, doctor?" I have stood and stared dunrbly for minutes ;rt

a time, in absolute despair as to what to say'

When they saw us preparing to leave, the question of many w;''

settled, for they simply picked up their packs and left' In the meantilrr..

hundreds of people were piling in. The compound was a mass of fiarrlr'

Armenians. Parents came into the wards, picked up their almost dyin|

children, and carried them away. In the rnidst of this Captain Arial't"

was getting all the wounded soldiers out of the place'

He said he would stay with us ail night' Mr' Kerr coille rio* r

thinking that we were leaving that night and ready to guard the hosprt 'l

He brought word that all the Armenians who were leaving should gc' rl'

night, as the French thought of issuing an order forbidding any one t() 1',

with them. So I bundlecl up our poor nurses, giving them everythinpl rr,'

and warm, and with many assurances and promises that we w""L

overtake them on the road, we started them out into the night. Littlc Nl

was like a sleepwalker; I <1o not think she saw or heard anythinlr' l:

Mary helped her away with an arm around her. Poor little Aznive crrt ' 
L

quietly, and said, "Oh, doctor, I thought I would not mind dying so rr"'

if I could only have died near you."

We had no sleep that night. Dawn came on an almost t rr

hospital. varton was one of the last to go. I had got a donkey for lrir,r
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hlarrkets and food packed on it, and sent him off, riding, accompanied by
;rll his family; it was impossible for him to walk, with the wound in his

llrigh" Then we fixed our rolls.
A woman who could not have lived long, a tubercular case, had got

up out of bed in the night, taken off her clothing, and sat by the open

window. We found her sitting stark upright, frozen stiff. The ground was

trro solidly frozen; we could not dig a hole in which to bury her.

Captain Arlabose had given us instructions to come to the caserne

irt six" Miss Dougherty and D,g. Cratherfs in the meantime had decided to
lorrro with us. As soon as it was dark, we four women went creeping

llrrough the trenches from the college to the caserne, and were wetrcomed

rlrkr a warm, filthy room, the walls of which shut out some of the screams

nl' tlrc Arrnenians. No one had any news of Miss Buckley, and there was

rtrll doubt as to whether messengers would be able to reach her or Dr.
Ar trnc-

We sat waiting for Lieutenant Van Coppanolle to corne; we waited
ftrr llours, and he had not yet got through when the order carne to start.
('rrplain Arlabose would stay to remove the guards from the empfy
lr,r:;pitals after Lieutenant Van Coppanolle got back from the Latin
{'lrrrrch. With trembling hearts we sturrbled out into the darkness. This

"'.r';;rt 10.30 p[ost] m[eridiem], February 10.

It was difficult going as soon as we left the buildings behind us, for
rtr, rllnkness blinded us and we did not follow the road, but went across

',"r1,1r fields, guided by hundreds of other marchers as lost as we were.
i\', wus not taking the long road to Aleppo, but were to sffike out over
rl,! nr()untains in an attempt to reach Islahai.

We had stumbled along silently up hills and down into valleys for
. ,lr,rps two hours, when we ran into Lieutenant Van Coppanolle, gay as

1 ' llc had taken a shorter way and his company was ahead. A young
, ,,,'nrarl girl was with him, from the Latin Church, and he immediately

ir('r under my wing and took charge of us both. The moon was rising,
I lr1, ifc iight we struck straight for the big camp, reaching it in a few
ritl('S.

:rrrch a niglit! A turquoise sky flooded with moonlight over a white
,l :rnd across the snow, stretching as far as the eye could see, a line
,',,p ll19g, horses, wagons, camp fires, soldiers, refugees, camp fires,
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camels, donkeys, carts, ali a mixture and confusion of sound and sighl

We sat down to rest by a fire of straw, and got colder and colder. T'lr,

poor soldiers kept corning with their frozen, wet feet to get a taste ,of th|

Iire, which was hardly wam:ler than candlelight. One brought the grerrt

relief of news that Miss Buckley was,alive, and staying in Marash. Wt

had rested less than three-quarters of an hour when the order C?.ille lo

march. We did not stop again until late the next rnonling, and by that tinrt'

we had begun to pass children and some women, dropping in the sn<-irv'

unable to go on.

It is indescribable, the memory of such things. We stopped' ol

course, when we came to the fallen, and if there were any hope La Petit''

(the young Armenian girl) and I worked over them and tried to sar"'

them. One little girl I especially reffrember, one of the most sweetiy prcllt

little girls I have ever seen. She was about four years old. We picked lr, 
'

up and got her on a horse. But I have no hope that any of those who lt;r,l

fallen so soon ever got through.
Just at dawn, who should I recognize bltt Varton, walking! lln tlr'

confusion of the night, he said, the donkey had got away from thcr"

carrying atrl their food and bedding. He insisted that he was all fight, l,rrt

his wife and children were hungry. And there in that desolation 01'f.ir, r

dawn on bleak mountains, as he dragged the wounded leg through ll"

snow, he looked at me and said, "The Turks burned my house. If we lr'"t

got the fann, they could not have bumed that, could they? I alr'irrr

wanted a farm."
A few hours later we sat down in a place somewhat sheltered lr""'

the wind. It was very cold. Lieutenant Van Coppanolle gave us fbotl, ,',,

I could have eaten with relish, though the chicken and bread 'wt:r,

frozen that bits of ice crackled between otr teeth when we bit thenr ll'

there were three people dying rvithin a few feet of us, and one \\:r

mother with a little boy not more than seven years old, who kept tryrtr" 
'

arouse her. He was so weak himself that he could not make muclr ,'l

sound, but he whispered, "Marnma! Mantma!" tearing lter dress opcrr .';,

beating at her breast with his hands. She kept making an effort, hal 1'' ,

and trying to srnile at him, and then faliing back, while he wl'ris1,,

"Mamrna! Mamma!" frantically. 'The Lieutenant insisted that I eat. I

could not swallow, and when he rvas not looking i gave some of tlrt t
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awry and put the rest in my pocket for Varton's family. Two pieces of
r:hrcken and a little bread - and hundreds ail about us with nothing.

Our line was wholly demoralized; sorne stopping to rest, others
llrrrlging on. As they passed, I kept asking for Dr, Artine. No one had

henril of him. 'lhis, tr thought, is the way Arrnenian families are brnken
rup. 't'his is the way they tramp the roads of Turkey, asking far news of
enclr other. I am a refugee. This is what it rneans. If I had been born in
Mrrlirsh instead of in America, all tirat I know, all that tr am, would not
lrcp me now from this; hunger and cr:ld and heartacire, refugee eanlps

Ittrl lines of refugees, bread lines, dirt, disease. lVhy should I wish.arrd

ptrry {hat Dr. Artine escape alive? it would be easier forhim to be killed
hy thc'furks.

We rested fcrr half an hour, then on again, with no pattse and no

Inrlc fbod until we reached El Oghly at three o'clock that afternoon. Altr

llrc wly Lieutenant Van Coppanolle urged me to ride; I could have had a

Irnr,it'or a place in a wagon. But X was not so tired as the soldiers, and

vo y ruuch more fit than any of the thousands of Annenian w'ornen and
,lttlrltcn.

Wc slept in a mud trror.rse that night" after eating a good meal of beef
Irlrl ir corv that the sgldiers had picked up on the way" At five in the

fir,{rilrg we were on the march again. 'fhe wea.ther was walmer, and,our

'.t,rrrtr; lighter" If the weather rvould be kind for only two days fnore, we
,,rrl, I rrll reach Islahai saf'ely.

All that tlay rve went f'orwarrtr, in good spirits. ilrom the top of a

.i',,rrtiun the sight of that cotrurrut was one never to be forgotten. Four
' ,r tlrons with their guns, provisions, pack-mules and a train of, three

,,,,1r,'rl camels, and behind tl),at, a stream of refugees going up and doran
lrrlls into the far, blue distance. A11 seemecl to be mr:ving in gr:od

i, r n() r'nore were falling by the road. 'fhe clear sky was iike, God's
L t,lcssing.

I lrrrt night we camped at Bel Punar. There was a gond supperJ a

',,, lire, and we dropped to sleep q,ith the comforting,tltougtrt,'t0nly

', ,r,' tlay t<i Islahai." At f,rvtl o'clock, in the darkness, I.ieutenant Van
,',,,llc wakecl me and said rve must start at once; there was a

,j
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'[he swirling snow was so thick that we could see only a few feel.

and that with difficulty. Four thousand rnen were trying to get into linc'

more than five thousand refugees were struggling in the confusion antl

terror. Screams of horses, shrieks of women who could not find their

children, wails of children wallowing in the snow alone, creaking of gun'

carriages, shouts of officers and men, sudden iooming up of camels that

grunted and bit, all corning out of a swirling whiteness. I thought of my

nurses, of varton and his family, of my patients from the hospital, womerr

with new-bom babies, struggling in that madness. Impossibie to find any

one, to do anything. We got sornehow into the frantic line and started orr

the long trarnp. It lasted fourteen hours.

we had been obliged to start without even a cup of coffee, but bollr

La Petite and I were well wrapped up, and our good comrade was alway,,

beside us, caring for us with strch tendemess. I knew what heroism is'

seeing Lieutenant Van Coppanolle and La Petite trudging bravely,

without complaint. In a very few hours, we were passing the dying all

along the way.
The column was quite quiet. There was hardly a sound for hour:,

except the scream of some one falling. Always, just when endurant,'

broke" they screamed once as they fell. The column went on silently,

leaving them there.

Armenian women have a way of carrying their children on tlicrl

backs, holding the two hands clutched against the mother's breast and llr'

child's weight on the bent back. When children al'e carried in this wrrr

almost always one sees their little bare feet, side by side. workirrg rvitl,

refugees, I see this perhaps a hundred times a day, and never witl'rorrt

remembering the road to Islahai. Even now I cannot bear to see chiidrcr r'

feet; I cover them up whenever I have time and can reach them'

That morning we passed hundreds of mothers, canying tlrt r'

children in this way. First a vague darkness in the swirling snow, then tlr

mother's bent body, and the child's little bare feet. I would teach out rrr' ;

tuck them up in a corner of shawl or blanket as I went by. I do not krrt,

how many hours we had been walking, when I found the first dead clr,L

on its mother's back. I walked beside her, examining it; she trudgeri,"

bent under the weight, doggediy lifting one foot and then the otlr'

through the snow, blind and deaf to everything. The child was cet-tatrr
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rleud, and she did not know it" tr spoke to her, touched her, finall_v shook

Iu:r arm violently to arouse her" When she looked up I pointed to the child
rrrrrl said, "Iiinish." 'llhe rnother seemed not to understand at first, trudged
,rnward fbr a few steps, and then let go the child's hands. T-he body fell,
arrrl the rnother went on, blind and deaf as before, all her life in that lifting
ul one foot after the other through the snow.

This was the first one. There were perhaps fifty rnore after that,

nlways ttre same. No complaint, no protest, a little time to understand
wlrirt had happened, and then a durnb letting go of the hands and the

rvcigl-rt. Strength was so exhausted in these women who had carried their
rlrrltlren so far, that there was no ernotion left, simply the last shreds of
arrirnal endurance. If I had not spoken to them, they woutrd have carried
llrc rlead until they dropped and died in the snow.

In time I, too, was a blind rnachine moving forward, tucking in no

rtrorc f-eet, examining no more chitrdren. We had been walking ten horrs,
{n(l I was probably one of the most forlunate of the thousands of women
q'lro lbllowed the French out of Marash. I had more reserve strength on
n'lrrt:h to draw. Still, there was little of it left in the end. tr thought of
!r'tly1119, cared for nothing, sirnply struggled onward and tried to keep rny
l,;rl;rrrcc. it seerned to me that we three were walking on a very narrow
lr',11'c bctrveen two precipices, and that if tr lost my balance and fell we
,r,,rrkl all go down thousands of feet.

.lust in fiont of us was a carl; one of the women in it had died and
ilr,' l,1y1ly, caught by the feet, dragged in the snow. I saw it draggrng in
rr',nt of us, for miles; i looked at it dully, and avoided stepping on it. No
,,', tlrought any rnore about it than that. If it had been taken out of the

',t, llrcre would have been room for sonre living person, but no one
,ir,'111,111 of that. Then the cart was not there. I do not know what became
, rt We may have gone around it. Nothing existed but that narrow bit of
'l',lrlv in the white whirl, the solidity on which we tried to keep our
l,'r, t:. Often and often it tumed to broken ice and water; rve had come
, r rvcl', and I was picked up and carried across.

I had felt hands plucking at my shoulder, stiffly fumbling at me and
,r' :urd fumbling; it seemed to me that I had felt them for a long time,
,, I lreard a voice saying, "Doctor! Doctor, what shall I do?" I tumed

.,rrrl there was Margaret, one of our nurses, just behind me. She
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stood there holding out her hands, stiff like dead claws with the cold, an,l

looked at rne with wild eyes. Her clothes, wet in the rivers, had frozt:rr'

the shawl on her head had blown back and stood ottt in stiff icy folcls'

"Doctor, what shall I do? I'm dying. I can't go on'"

"Nonsense!" I said. "Of course you can go on' Come now, I wort'l

hear another word! March!"
we went on, repeating this, I walking careflilly on the narrow led1l,'

and she fumbling, trying to get hold of my slioulder. "No, doctor, tr can'l

Oh, doctor, I'm dying. Oh, doctor, what shall I do?"

"March. You can. You must"'
"Oh, doctor... "
After a long time her hands slid down my afln and I stopped to try

to pick her up. Lieutenant Van Coppanolle said, "Who is she?"

"One of our nurses."
.,Here, get that girl on her feet and bring her through," he said to li|.

orderly. "Give her this to eat." He gave the orderly a piece of chocolal,'

Then we went on, heanng little querulous complaining behind us. T'lr,'

orderly had got her on her feet, but they could not walk. He had not llr,'

strength to hold her up. He could not break the chocolate, and she corrl'l

not bite it. "I have a piece in her mouth, my lieutenaflt," he said, "b[t slr,

can't swallow."
"Get her through, get her through. She's one of the doctor "

nurses,t' ...
... It was late in the aftemoon of February 73, 7920,that the nr' r'

and rvomen in this colurut, silently using their last strength to 1rf i,r

through theblizzard over the rnountains, fbund that they were lost, 1lr,,t

they were not on the road to Islahai and did not know where it was'

... We u'ere lost, and now the silence began to be broken by l"'
muffnurs of talk - the French officers consulting as to what we should rl, '

The column still staggered on, blindly. After thirteen hours of tnalc|rl

without food or rest, eyes baffled by the whirling snow, feet weighi, I

with the fallen snow, there was nothing left in us but mccharri,

endurance. we continued to move, as a dead snake moves, because tlt, ,

was still a little life in our muscles that w'ould not let go. The cries o1'ti

falling were weaker now, and more huddled body's lay in the snow to I

stumbled over. The officers were talking, in a group beside the coltr|
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l.rcutenant Van Coppanolle stopped; all our little group stopped. I could
rtrll stand alone, La Petite holding to my arm but trying not to leam her
wcrglrt on it, Nfy nurse went down, and the orderly reeled, leaning over,
elnpping her, shaking her, helping her in her struggles to get up"

Then Lieutenant Van Coppanolle laughed. The other ofTicers had
rnirl there was nothing to do but camp for the night; we were lost, ancl in
llte darkness it was impossible to find the road. It was therr that the
I rt:rrtcnant laughed, gaily, as at a cielightful joke. We were all right, he
rartl; we might be a little rvay off the road, but we'd find it again" Allonsl

f-here is no miracle like a brave man's laugl"rter in the rnidst of,
rlenth. Our hearts had stopped at that suggestion of canrping in the snow.
ll rucant, of course, that thousands of urs would lie down and never get up
agnirr. But the ternptatiorr of it! Just to lie down" and let the snow cover
ttc, itnd give up all effort tbr ever. 'lhen Lier"rtenant Van Coppanolle
lnrrlihed, not defiantly, not even encouragingly, but with the simple mirth
pl ir l',ay and serene spirit traughing awa.y an amusing suggestion" Allons!

It was the one thing that could harre iqspl us going. We went on. trt

n',r'; rlrrite dark now, so dark that we could no longer see the snow, crluld
,,rrly lccl it brrrshing our faces and weighting our feet" It was so dark that
xr r;lt:pped on the dying, unable to see thern.

We had been going on thus blindly in the darkness for perhaps an
11,,111 l1y11gs1', when the Lieutenant hinrsetrf suggested that we stop. He
',;',rLt' of it not too seriously, not as though it meant what we all knew it
.!,,1 nrt'un" But he was speaking of it, when we hr:ard a high, trong whistie.
!lr, rvlrole column - ttrousands of throats * a.nsr,vered it with a terrible
,1, A, lririnwhistie! trslahai!

'I hcre were some who began trying to run tou'ard it" h the darkness
,,,. i, \vcre screams, groans, calls of those suddenly separated in the niob.
r,, l:rst half-rnile was nightmare confusion aclded to nightmare
i' !r.,lr()u, and in that last half-rnile, I tlrink, lnore people dropped and
I ilr:rrr in any of,the miles we had toilecl over. We came to br:ildings
l 'lrts, a sobbing fiantic crowd. Some one fbund us in it" anci said that

'nrl)any was to go to the barracks on the hill. We came upon a
rr wogorl and ge*<lily drank cups of cold, icy, so11;*. No wannth
rr lrolv grateful rve tvere for lr'ater and the stirnulant of coffee.
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Hundreds of the reftrgees died in Islahai. What it must have beeu t,,

tltern, the thousa.nds who poured down on the little station to find rr,,

shelter and to be helped by no last heroic efforts of exhausted men, I ,1,,

not want to try to imagine. We, with the barracks waiting for us, worrl,t
have died on the hill that le<i to them., if Lieutenant Van Coppannlle lrr,t
not been unconquerable. La Petite and I could go no f,arther. It was a lrrll
to climb, in waist-deep snow.

A rideriess, lost horse came out of the darkness, and the Lieuterrrrrrr
anttr his orderly got us on it. The orderly kept falling, and the Lieuterrrrrrr
coulcl get hirn up aga.in only rvith kicks ancl curses. tr a Petite and I sway, , t

on tire horse's track; all my last strength went in holding on an(l rl
encouraging her to do so. Finally she could keep her balance no lonlit'r
and in that last extremity the poor, brave, little thing let go, rather tlr;rr,

drag me off with her. These are rhings you do not forget, when peol'|,
sprak scomfully of the Armeriians.

A second iater, the ordedy, the horse and I went down, roilirrll r',

the snow. Lieutenant Van C<lppanolie got us the rest of the way, 1, ,

hirnself, dragging us through the snow, beating the orderly with his ilr,r .

falling himself and struggling onward on his knees. So we got to tlr,

barracks at last.
I layon abunk inthe officer's mess, soldiers rubbing m! I'eet rrrr,t

hands, an officer feeding rne hot toddy with a spoon, and saw the Frcn, l,

officers coming in. One had gone mad and was raving - figtrrting, rvlr, ,,

they carried him away. One fell on his face and lay there until hc * ,

picked up. All of them were crippled, with frozen and frtst-binen 1,, r

and in the last stages of exhaustion.

Five thousand Armenians had left Marash, and perhaps a thilJ ,''
them lived to reach Islahai. That was in February, 1920. To ufldersl,, ,

the lives of these Arrnenians, remember that the evacuation of Mrrr,r

was not an isolated calamity intemrpting cornfort and peace, like the :, ,

Francisco fire2e or the Galveston flood3o. These people had lived thlr,,,
the massacres and depclrtations in Turkey during the war; for six _r', ,

they had been suffering and dying as they sufftred and died oil the r,,

to Islahai. It was those few months of anxious peace in Marash tlut ,,

the novelty to them; those few months of patientl3r beginning ag;r,
rebuild ruined houses and broken lives. And the evacuation of Ni;r

wns the beginning of the old story again - the beginning of the

wnnderings and sufferings, which are not ended yet. For those who lived
lu rcach Islahai went on to Smyma, and Ismid, and the villages of
Arratolia that were held by the Greeks, and the power of new Turkey was

rrrrng behind them like a hunicane.
... This was the end of that group of the Armenian people who

rrrurlc the Kingdom of I-ittle Armenia. In all Cilicia to-day there is hardly
n living Armenian. Marash is a desolate city, burr,ed and depopuiated.

I hc r\rmenian villages are deseded ruins.

Seginning Agairc ut Ararat" By Mabel Evelyn Elliot,
New Yot"k-Chicago-London and Edinburgh,

/924, pp.98-125, 128-131, 142.

*tr?k

Extracts from the Diary of YMCA Secretany Crathern
Concerning the Siege and War in Marash,

.nanuary 20 ta February 11, lgzltl
I'rrrrr:rry 2 l.

On the 21" January Secretary Crattem sent the following
r, l, ltnrnr to Consul Jackson at Aleppo, Admiral Bristol, of
,,'rr:,t:rrrtinople: -

"American flag fired on repeateclly and the lives of Arnerican
!i''r.rrs threatened and irnperiled in Marash arrd Aintab.

"lnfurm Major Amold of the Reiief Cornmission and Y"M.C"A.
, ,ilrllnrrtcrs. - C.F.FI. Crathern, Secretary."

'I'hese telegpams were O.K'd by General Qudrette, of the l"-rench

,'l :rrrrl I was assured by furkish and French cifEcials at the telegraptl
, , tlrat the telegrarr would be sent u,ithout fail within half-an-hour.
r ,t'rrding this tetregram I walkecl through the city wrth Mr,'iterr ancl

,r, rprcter.'Ihe bazaars and the shops 'vere all closed and the Turks

'r'iting together in little groups all over the city; only a few
rr,rns were to be seen in the thoroughfares. About I o'clock, r,i.hile

' lrur rcr ta.ble, we heard the crash of guns, and knew that the conflict
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that had been threatening so long had now broken out, Bef,ore the lrr:'t
shot was fired I found, on reaching the missionary cornpound, a cornparrr'

of Turkish officials including the mutessarf a Turkish ltodia and ottu 
'

notables. These, I understood from Mr. Lyman, had come to interview rr,,

for a purpose, which I did not learn. As I found later that they had bc,'r'

detained by the French officials and placed under arrest. This, I presurrr,

was the cause of the first shot being fired by the Turks. The Frerr, l,

commandant had informed us earlier in the day that they had detemrirr,',1

to strike and to stnke hard.

After the first shot was fired we ran to the front balcony wlrtr,

we had a commanding view of the rvhole city. There was quite a lorrr'

carrnonading and many of the houses of the city were tumed into srrt:rll

forts from which ttre sound of shooting would issue every few minrrt,

answered by the machine-guns of the French. The Armenians were \'( r\

much alarmed and are in fear of their lives. Hundreds r:f the poor lr:','

been caught in one of our compounds where they came to receivc,'l,i
clothes, and will have to stay ali night, as it will be unsafe for them lt' r','
home. The fighting and firing have been going on all the aftemoott .'r, i

now it is nearly rnidnight and there is no cessation. A French senlrr,' I

guarding the entrance to the American hospital was shot dead and attoll ' '

wounded. Bullets also passed through hr.o of the nurses' roonrs .rr 'i

wounded an Armenian girl. What the moming will bring forth we tl,, "' '

know. I fear that the worst is not over.

Ianuary 22.

We were awakened this moming by the boom of guns, atrrl

quite early the flash of exploding shells. The Turks are firing 1r,,",

number of houses, and as they are using smokeless powdcr' ,t

impossible to see where the bullets come from. The French soldicrr' l, '

suffered seriously, and many of them, we hear, are now lying cler,,l ,

wounded in the streets, and their companions are unable to rendt'r t'

any assistance until night because ofthe danger arising from tht l'

shooters. The American hospital has again been attacked, and docl,,,

nurses have had very narrow escapes. The mission buildings ha',', 
'

escaped damage, and we do not anticipate any assault, as the'l rrri

not prepared for aggressive warfare. l'he French General with ll
?c

rllicers was on our balcony this afternoon to sight approaching Turks
who were coming over the mountains on their way to the city. The
prrrcral gave orders for a gun to be fired with sixty-five {nm. shells,
wlrich soon scattered them in all directions.

January 23.

The battle is still on, but there is no way of getting now into or
oul of the city. Everything is at a standstill. To-day we have been
*atchi,g the bombarding of lhe city by the French. In some sections it is
Yery severe, and created great constemation. It gave many opportunities
ftrr kroting and pillage, and I fear, massacre. Through our glasses we
nrrlrl see Armenians escaping from their houses and fleeing befiore the
I urks, who were shooting them down like jack-rabbits. c)therTurks were
htrhlrg in the fields behind rocks, trees and manure heaps, and shooting at
lhr*e who had escaped the Turks in the city. It was pitiful to see thern
$lrrw up their hands and scream, while attempting to escape. We
trnlr'lrccl them fleeing over the hills until they reached our compound,
=',rrrc rlropping wounded by the way, and others staggering into the
rrhir)n grounds wjfh wild cyes and purple faces, lelling of an awful
'il,le.,ircrc just beginning.

.lanuary 24.

I'his is the fourth day of the battle of Marash, and every day
"rrr('S rlof€ pathetic and tragic as time wears on. This moming we
,'l r t.nsultation and decided to inten'iew the French general to leam

'l.rrr 
.f'campaign and to lay before him some facts that hacl come to

' lr'rrvledge regarding the rnassacre of the Armenians in the cuimed
'ir' 1 111'Marash. This was the region fiom which he had seen the

',',rrs running for their lives across the fields. In order to be fortified
rlrr' acfual facts, as coming frorn mouths of eye_witnesses, we
,, 

",t'rl the people who had escaped this massacre. They told most
rrrr', stori€s. one woman saw seven killed before her eyes. Mothers

' l,lrt:'taken out of their arms and ripped up with knives. One man
" lrrr'dred perished in one street" The shrieks of the tortured we
, .rr a rnile across the ravine, which they had to cross to reach our
',,1 Others gave similar accounts of awfirl experiences. We laid
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these facts before the General and his Staff' who listened very

respectfully, and said the situation was very grave' and that they woultl

take strenuous efforts to cope with it" Wounded soldiers are beirrlr'

brought in to our hospital und s*u*'ul operations have been performecl'

Yesterday the ntutesiarif was reieasecl- from French custody for the

p"rp"r" of int""ui"*ing the leaders and bringing about a cessation ol

hostilities. He went bu"i to the Govemment building under the protectioil

ofawhiteflagwithanultimatumfromthegeneralthatifthe'Turksditi
not surrender in twenty-four hours he would bombard the city. 'fo-day th''

mutessarif telephones to headquarters that it was impossible for him t"

frevail wrth the leaders to cease operations' as he had no control ovcr

them, and was even in danger of his own iife' At 3 o'ciock' when the tlrrr''

of the ultimahrm had 
"*pi':"d, 

r've heard the booms of guns' and knerv ttrrrt

the bombardrnent of the city had commenced" The guns were kept bus'

fortwohours.At5o,clockthecolonelcarnetothehouseandsaidltht'r'
haddecidedtobumcertainsectionsofthecityfromwhichthe.Irrrk
were sniping Armenians and solcliers whenever they appeared' At nilllrt

the city is in totai darkness'

Wheneverrvegofromonecompoundtoanotherwehavetocrt't.1'
under the walls in oie' to escape shot and shell' There is the ttrr' t

intense excitement every minute of the day' and every compouiltl ''
thronged with frightett"d '"fttg""s 

who have escaped during the riil'lrt

andarealamtedlesttheirptopl"'whomtheyhaveleftbehind'slltirrl'l
becomethevictimsofmassacre,orfire,orstarvation.Womenarei],ir't'r
premature birth to children, and women are going crazy with fear' I l'

i.C.n.x.g.'2 are feeding nearly 2'000 orphans and refugees' and ''i 't!

only a few days' srrppty of bread the problem is a grave crne' To-day 
"

raised the American itog, U"t no sooner had we mised it to the masl: tlr''

the salute of a dozen gu's sent us scarapering to cover' I have just 'rr"'

by my wrist-watch thirty-three shots in one r-ninute' T'he machine -t""

ur" pict i.tg away like so many giant woodpeckers' and the sharp clrrt I

the rifle is continrtous" Last night five Armenian soldiers 1vs1e 5s1l 1'rrr

the French disguised as Turkish gendamres to reach the nearest teic"r

station in Islayielr, 75 miles away' Each was the bearer of a long telcl

in cipher from the general asking that supplies and reinforcements lrc

immediately'Whethertheywillreachtheirdestinationornotwctj.'
80

know. It is risky business, as the whole country is in a flame of revolt.
llow soon the issue will be decided it is hard to deternaine. The caphrre of'

thc last two caravans of munitjons and foodstuffs by bandits between

Marash and Aintab rnake that way of escape or relief irnpossible. But
while the days are exciting the nights are increasingly so. For while the

gr,rcat guns are booming, soidiers are creeping stealthily forth with
hcnzine torches and hand-grenades to set fire to diifererrt parts of the city.

ll is sometirnes like l)ante's Inferno. I have had to move my bed back

rrrto a safer quarter of the room, as a brillet came through the window into

tlrc hallway and nearly passed through the door.

January 25.

The sihration here is unique. We are besieged by an invisibie
urnry. There are few enemy soldiers in sight, and these are seen oniy
llrrough our glasses, running for cover, or hurrying out of their trenches,
rx stcaling over the mountains in little groups to reach the ciry. We have

rrol l'reen out of ollr own compounds for seven days, and even behiud our
,'wrr walls we are not safe against attack. The French have no wireless, no

't('loplanes, 
no teleppph, no armoured cars, and, to make the sifuation

t,rrlsc, neither food nor ammunition for an extended siege. They have to
, 
'rrse rve their supplies, not knowing how long the siege may last or

llrt'lhcr the rest of Turkey is in the same state of war or not. They,are
,lrrrs11r. illl they can under the circurnstances, but with the small force of
i | , il ,l)s under their comrnand they cannot make any attack on the city with
rir, r't'r.tainty of making it surrender. Hundreds of Armenians are trying to
,, 

', lr or.lr compouncls from many parts of the city, buf are failing in the
,rr, rrrpt, and the light of the fires that the Turks are making in Armenian

l,rrt(r's render escape impossible, and those who flee from smoke and
,',,, ,; lirll victims to the sword or the axe. News came to day that scores

' ', , u ncn and children huddled in one house were butchered with knives
i Ir.rtt'hcts after the men had been taken out and shot. They surrendered
l,, promise of protection, but were cruelly betrayed. To-day in one of
,'l,luurages a woman was killed while standing in the doorway and

ir, crc shot dnd wounded in the college compound.
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Ianuary 26.

We are still in the throes of rnost terrible war that involves not

only the armed forces of the opposing armies' but also the unfortunal''

Armenianswhoarethevictirnsofthemosthellislrcrueltyirnaginablt'
Thecrescentmoon,thecold.bloodedsymbolofMoslenrfanaticisrrr'r.'
rising tonight on a city in whose streets to-day have been enactr'l

t agJies that ought to stagger hurnanity' and send a shudder of protest l"

the Throne of God. I havl-read much' and heard more' of, the atrocilit

the Armenians have suffered in the past, but I never expected to wittrc

first hand the barbarities that are disgrace to civilization and a stain on 1lr,

escutcheons of the Great Powers that can permit such a Governmenl l"

exist'Andyetwhatlhaveseenandheardduringthelasttwodaysisilrlt.i
small part of the honors that are registered for ever upon the brailrs "l

those wlro have escaped bleeding and wounijed, to tell their tale upol-r llr,

operationtableintt,et'ospital,ortObabbleinanincohefefltWay,li..'''.
their sick beds of the infemo from which they have escaped" Some ol tl'

most revolting stories ever heard have been told us to-day those who lr;r''

comelimpingintoourcompoundsfromdifferentpa'rtsofthecity-l,rtt|.
girls, 8 *tta fO years oid and wrinkled women of 70 years w€ro B$olrlzlt i

i"itft pain frond dum-clum bullet wounds which tore great pieces o1 ll' l'

fromarmsandlegs,whilesoldiershavehadtohavelimbs?-mputalt.rl.'.
topaythesupremesacrifice-Childrenlravebeenbroughttothehtlslrrt't
*iitt ittel. brains oozing from jagged holes in the head' and eiderly pt 

"1 
':

while sitting in theii own homes have received shQts which i,,

shattered both mind and bodY'

January 27.

This rnoming one of the native's helpers of the A'C'R"N'li ' '

totellusofhisescape.Hehadbeenwaitingforseveraldayst"'
favourable opporhrnity to flee. It came about 3 o'clock this mornrrr'

tells us that the Turks are killing hundreds of people in the city' rrr'l I

they are not content with using such weapons as shot and shell' brrt r

to the brutal use of the axes andknife' At this very moment' thcr' 
'

our own house a young \\'oman who tells us that'with a hundrc'l '

persons in a cellar she prayed for five days and nights for help' l "

h"lp 
"am". 

Then the Turks asked thern to surtender' prornisitlg t"

them protection if they would' Reing desperate, they threw thenrs' l

at

llre rnercy of the enemy. The men were told to come out of the house and

Ircr own husband was the first to leave. He 'nas shot inrmediately in the

rkxrrway by one of their erwn Trirkish neighbours whom she knew, and

wlur was a gendarnte in the service of the Govemment. After the men had

hccn taken out, there was a scene of indescnbable horror as the Turks

runrs in with a-xes and lcnives and began their murderous work. In the

gr:rrcral m€16e she with nne rrf her children escaped. On child was killed.

lrvo young wornen teachers from the college were killed in this way'

Arrother escape,C and stood in water foe eight hours hoping to elude the

Irrl.ks, but in a fatal rnoment she ran for her life and was killed by a
hrrllct. The Trrks have sent an ultirnatum to the French demanding their

rurlcnder, or they will attack thern totnorrow rnoming at 4 o'clock" The

Flcrrch iiope they will.

lrrrrrrirry 28.

Rumours are flying wild and fast. This morning the startiing news

*,r', spread abroad that Captain Fontaine and 700 men coming to the

relrc I' of Marash hacl fuee11 killed and only one nran escaped. We leam this

.:r|nilrg that he is still fighting his way to the city, and that a supply train

,,1 rv;rtr1ons was captured in the moming and many of the convoy killed'
\1'r' lrrrtl a pitiful case this moming in the hospital. It was the Rev'
'.,,lirLurl.r's wi{b, pastor, of the third church. Whelr she reached the

i,,,.t,rtrrl, she rvas sufferiirg and bleeding from three bullet and tlrree

l, j.r,{'r or- irnife wounds, while a child of 1B r,ronths had been taken from
. i l,r.ilst and slaiu with a knife, and ar-l older girl kiiled with an axe' To

- t.i r,, ilrc sotrow of it the wofllatl was pfegnant and had a rniscarriage as

,, r .r . sllc reached the hospitai. 'Ihe poor wornan is iying in a precariotts

,,.i,tro1 atrd sire will not recover. Several llew cases carne in to-day ancl

," troubled to find room ibr them. T'he crowded compounds are also

' ,! l)r'oblem. In one of thern we have {JVer a thoLlsancl refugees and

,rr l,rve them but one meal a day, as the food supply is nearly

t,'rl Many are po,:rly ciad and illany ars week. Several soldiers are

''rrt to-night to try to take into oue of the compounds a thr:usand

' , , r r r:i who are finding refuge in a church and fear that the 'Iurks 
"l'i11
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Ianuary 29.

It is nearly rnidnight and I have just come in from a seryice ol

sorrow' The pastor's wife, of whom I wrote you yesterday, died to-tlrv

and was laid to rest in the seminary compound. This aftemoon we ha<l :r

conference of all. American workers to decide what to do in case ol

emergency. We shall all gather in the college cornpound and await llrr'

final issue. What that will be we do not know. Graves are multiplying Irr

our midst and tales of horror come to us nightly from those who escap''

from house or cellar. The soldiers who went last night to rescue ;r

thousand Armenians were not able to pass the Turkish trenches. Anotlrt'r

orphanage was attacked, but the assault was not successful. Sevclrtl

soldiers came down from the mountains to-day with frozen hands arrrl

feet, some of which must be amputated.

January 30.

As yet no news of relief frorn the French authorities. Yestertlrv

was rather quiet from the military point of view. There was only a littl,'

cannonading and only a few soldiers killed and wounded. The uncedaitrlv

of the situation is a great strain on the nerves of the ladies of our parly,

but they are brave and cheerful and busy all day ministering to the nec,l',

of the unfortunate. Dr. and Mrs. Wilson have rnoved over to the collt'1"'

compound to live as they think it a liule safer there in case of attrt l.

They invited me to go with them, but I feel there is no immediate dartli''r

and prefer to wait a few days to watch developments. We havc rtll

decided to hang together rather than take our chances on hanl',rrr|

separately.

January 31.

War still holds on and no relief in sight. Men, wolrlgtl, rrtr'!

children, about nine of them, were shot in the college grounds to-day ;rr' l

some of them quite seriously wounded. Fortunately, we have plenlv ":
wheat now, and by keeping the women grinding from sunrise to sttrr

we can feed the people for quite a while. We are obliged to kecp tl

people under cover as walking in the open is too dangerous, antl "'
hospitals are atrready full.

The weather has been very cold and we have had several cases of
frost-bite among the soldiers. h4ore children have been shot in the

The refugees are much alarmed at the success of the Turks.

houses have been burned in the city. The hospital still continues

Ittacked.

The war is coming a little closer, for to-day a shell fell on the

ital roof and burst in the attic just above the floor where we had a

many patients. The rifle shots have also been a little more personal

One plunged into a wall a few feet ahead of rne, and the second hit a

us I was creeping along a wall to rny room. The Turks tried to set the

I [Beitel] orphanage on fire to-day, and the French retaliated by

ing the wouid-be incendiaries houses. There was considerable

to-day but many wouuded. There is no news of
and we fear that other cities and towns may be besieged

wc are and help rnay not reach us for some time. I-ast night we sent a

Il|$age to the A.C.R"N.E. and to have it telegraphed to Adana and

€Onatantinople. It will probably be seven days before it can reach its

*rtination.

Fehnrary 3.

I suppose no clne in the outside world realizes the seriousness of
rrilr situation or surely an aeroplane from Beinlt would drop a message of
, lr.cr, 'l'his is the telegtaph that we sent to Consul Jackson to Adana and

t rrrrslantinople;
.,situation in Marash extremely desperate, reign of terror in city

.rrrr t. lhe 2ltt January, hunjreds of rnen, wolnen, and children massac:red

lrrlv r.ro power to stop it as French are 0n the def,ensive forces,

.,!,nnulition and food insufficient. Americans have little hope in case

,, rr, lt are overpor,vered, no assurance of help as large forces of bandits

, ,rll roads. Leave nothing undone to relieve sifuation as iives of atrl

!.t1rns are seriously threatened, our auto and flag fired on repeaterlly

I,rnu?ry our institutions under fire and many orphans and refugees

',, k t[ on American prr:perty".
a<



Eullets still continue to enter American buildings. We have rrll
had very narrow escapes. 'Ihe French horses and mules are slorvll'
starving and they will have to kill them and feed them to the hunllr v

rnultitudes. The F'rench a-re living in hope that help will come soon.

February 4.

This has been a tragic day. New stories of fresh nu.ssacrc:,

reached us the morning. In one case nearly 200 surrendered to the Turkl
under promise of protection, but nearly all of them were butchered. Orrc

man who escaped by stabbing a Turk told this gruesome story. Deep prtr
were dug, and rnen tied in bunr:hes of three and led to the edge of it, arr,l

l.hen shot and dumped into it dead or alive. One young girl of 19 was shol

in the abdomen while getting a bit of wood. No news yet of help but wc

shall not give up. We are resolved to stay here at all hazards. God hclp
the Armenians if the Americans leave tlrem, and God help us all if tlrc

French leave"

t'ebruary 5.

This rnorning, Dr. Wilson and Reverend Llnnan and I,

interviewed the tr*'rench General nnd his Staff. Word reached us that Turks
l..vere encroaching on Armenian homes and might soon attack the hospital.
Whitre we were on our way to headquarters the Turkish officials, wht'
were prisoners in the buildings, asked to see us" Tire general gavc

permission, and we had an interview vrith them. They pleaded with us as

Americans to persuade the French officers to stop the war. 'T'hcy

promised that if they were released that they would do all they could to

bring the Turks to terms. The General would nnt release thern. I proposcrl

that they should write a letter to the nautessarif and ask him to persuadc

the leaders to request a conference" This evening the letter from the Turkr,

came and will be sent as soon as possible to the Turkish Governmenl.
The French to-day have decided to kiltr the horses and mules, as there is

no food for them" We had a rnule roast to-day and we like it fine. We iikt'
it better than horse-meat. A fierce bombardment took place this eveningi

A perfect hailstorm of bullets rained through our compound. A. younl,
woman in the basement of the house was rnortally wounded. This ha:,

trrought the war to our very doors.
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This is the eighth day of the siege of Marash, and this morning

had a joyful surprise. An aeroplane flew over the city and dropped

ral messages. lJnfortunately the wind was very high and carried the

into the Turkish pan of the city, but we know now that help is

and that we are not fr:rgotten. More victirns for the operating table

more graves in the cemetery. This aftemoon we had another glimpse

an aeroplane, and the French headquarters sent up signals so that they

know where to land if they wished. Everybody is elated to think

communication with th,e'"outside world has again been established'

had an answer to-day from the mutessarif, in reply to our letter which

ied the communication sent by the Turkish officials. He

that he could do nothing without consulting the commander of
forces, but appreciated our interest and thanked us fcrr our kind offer

mediation. I hope help will come before all the Armeniarrs have to pay

awful price of this needless war.

At last reinforcements are in sight and are aheady fighting their

y into the city. The guns in the plain are shelling the hills over which

scouts expect to reach the barracks. We heard to-day that all the girls

ln the rescue home have been killed. There were about eighty of them. To

rdd to the horror of the crime the Turks this afternoon set fire to the

building and we had the gmesome necessity to witness the scene without

being able to lift a hand to save them. The first church is also on fue'

February 8.

T'he French troops are in the valley and their guns are shelling the

hills, but it may be some days yet before they can encircle the city and

close in on the enemy. The wounded continue to come, and new deaths

r,rke place daily. This afternoon we spent with the French General and his

:itilft in the upper storey of the college building, watching the battle in

tlrt: plain and the attempt of the, French relieving troops to make

, ,lrnection with the soldiers in the barracks. This they did later in the day.

lrr the evening we had a thanksgiving service in the college.
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February 9.

GeneralQu6retteinfonnedusto-daythatlrehasreceivedordcl.'
to evacuate the city at midnight on the 9'h. This 

'ews 
caused alarm all

throughthecompounds.Everybodyisteriblyexcited'W'omenatl(l
chilrtin are crazedwith fear. We have urged lirn to delay their deparlurt'

as the Turks are on the point of sulrender' He said his orders rvcn'

imperative, but he would try to secure a delay of twenty-four hours' ll

they evacuate the city we are not sure what treatmetrt rve will receive rrt

the han<ls of the Turks. We shall remain, however, at our posts of duty' l"

do what we can to shield the Armenians and protect Arrerican interesl:'

We hope for the best but fear the worst' Our hope is in God' We trtr:'t

Hirn where we cannot trace Hirn, and believe that in some divine way ()rrl

liveswillbespared,butifnot,Godbewithyoualluntilwemeetagairrl
thank my God upon every remembrance of you'

t"o*"ori3 
French General, in response to our earnest entreaties, 1r,,,

granted a delay of twenty-four hours before leaving the city' \Me rtr'

topirrg to bring about an understanding rvith the 'lurks that rvill prev( rrr

further massacres" The French took most of their wounded out of the r:rtr

Iast night, but left twenty in the emergency hospital' The Anneniitt]s "'
the colpounds are frantic and desperate" They are determined to lci't'

the city with the French, as they fear massacre if they remain. The scer'''

are indescribably pathetic and tragic. orr greatest concem is for lr/r

Buckley, in Bathshalon Orphanage. we fear the Armenians in otlr' 
'

compoun<ls have not been ilotified of the French withdrawal. vy'e lrr,''

been fitting out the refugees for the jouruey, giving thern food and clollr'

to the extent of our supplies. Many of the elder orphan boys and giris $ 
'i

leave with the exiles. L)r. and Mrs. wilson wiil remain and all tl'

missionaries. Dr. Elliott, Miss schultz, Miss Powers and Miss Dr:'lrt rt

will leave with the troops. I hacl decided to stay but as two or tlrr'

thousand are going without a shepherd Dr. wilson thinks I had bette r

to take charge of them and {ind for thern food and shelter at rl,'

destination. It is a long hard trek oi nearly 75 miles through mountattI

plain, ancl I fear many of thern rvill not be equal to it. It is winter atrtl t '
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Irclp thern if the weather should be severe. We are trying to arrange terms
ol'peace, and if the French forces rvould remain only a few rnore days in
llrc city I believe the Turks would lift their hzrrds iyr abject surrender. Vy'e

Irirvc just had an interuiew with Dr. Moustafa, the ieader of the Turkish
lirrces, and he has agreeitr to call the notables r:f the city together to-
luorrow, for the purpose of considering teffns of surrender. Br-lt the fact is
Ire is unaware of the positive withdrawal of the French troops to+dght.
l'lrc troops and refugees left the city about the hours of 6 and 9. The
lircnch General and his Staff left about 10:30. I accornpanied them. It was
n bitterly cold night. The ciiy was in f,Iames. Guns were boorning from
lhc hills covering our retreat. After ttree or four hours, rve arriverJ at the
umrp on the plain, and at 2 o'clock on Wednesday morning the long
eolumn moved out of Marash on its three days' journey to Islahiyeh.

Itebnrary 11.

As the column moved away from the city it was a blaze of
rlrlcndour. The great barracks just evacuated by the French was on fire,
rillrouetted against the sky. Through the long moonlight night the column
Inntr;hed until noon, when it reached the village of Euloglou and rested
fur thc remainder of the day.

l'rlrnrary 12.

At 6 o'clock afnte] m[eridiem] the column started on its long
rrr,rrch to Beli Pounar. The weather was severely cold ad many of the
rrr';rli ones dropped by the wayside ta ireeze or to starve. At noon, the
,,'lunrn rested for two hours and reached Bell Pounar about 5 p[ost]
,,rlt'rirliem] Turkish villages were bumt by the soldiers after the column
li,r'. plrssed through. There were very meagre accommodations in the
rli;ryic, and multitudes were encamped in the open to suffer seriously

r',rrrr llrnger and exposure.

t'rrrrrry 13.

During the night, a snowstorm raged and at 6 o'clock the column
t,,ued to move forward whiie it was yet dark. The snowstorm
,.r:,trcl during the early morning hours to ablizzard and continued all
,'r'lr the long dreary march. From twelve to eighteen hours the
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soldiers and civilians plodded their way through the storrn:ttr,i
snowdrifts. All along the line the weak and the infirrn dropped out liorl
sheer exhaustion. It is estimated that before the column reached Islavr' l'

more than a thousand of the refugees had perished in the snow, bcsll'
many of the soldiers. It was a tragic ending of a tragic exodus-

February 14.

We did our best to care the refugees in Islayieh. Many diecl alt' r

reaching their destination" No accommodations were avaiiable in tlr,

village and very little food. I interviewed the Turkish Governor arrd llr,

French Commandant, and secured their co-operation in dolng sornetltrrr;'

for the refugees. A bakery was secured to fumish 'bread and a ntill t,'

grind flour. I left with the French wounded on the evening train 1,"

Adana to confer with Dr. Dodd of the A.C.R.N.E. and Dr' Chamb,grs ,,t

American Mission, to see what could be done to help these unfbrtunrlt

in their distress. Milk and blankets were dispatched irnmediately lrr,l

fuither supplies prepared to meet the urgent necessity of the situation. ,\ ll

the American fotces in the city have put themselves at the service of tht ',,

stranded Armenians. It is hoped that eventually they will be bror-rghl t,'

Adana, where the pastors of the city are preparing to receive tltem:rrr,l

house them in their churches and other institutions in the city. I am trr"'

trying to return to my station at Aintab by way of Beirut and Aleppo. Ir,

Chambers, who is on his way to Constantinople to piead the cause o{'1,,

Armenians before the representatives of the Entente Powers, will carn

this message with him as a record of the events that transpired in Marrr, l,

during those crucial weeks.

S.E. Kerr, The Lions of Mrtrrt.'l'

Personal Experiences vvitlt American Near East Relief, 1919-I9.' '

(Appendix B), Albany, 1973, pp. 259-2i l

***

Extracts frorn the Mernoirs of S'E' Kerr
The Lions of Marash3s

Armenian Christmas

Throughout January the villagers, both Armenian and Turkish' had

rrrl.lerr:d lrarassrnent by the ch6t6 whs demanded food and animals'

Artrenian villagers *.r* b.ltg killed a feu' at a time when they ventured

orriside the protection of the ccmmuuity' By mid-January entire villages

wcrcbeingsackedandtheChristiansmassacred.Don-Kal€,asix-horrr

Ioumeyonf,:otnorJhofNlarash,wasorleofthesevillages'Nineteencf
il,. forr hundred inhabitants of l)on-Ka16 came t0 Marash for rnarketing,

wulking together for the sake of ntutual protection' Among these was

( inrabed Akullian, who operated a srnali grocery store in the viliage with

llrc help of one of,his eleven boys, seventeen-year-old son Daniel" Daniei

mrscd sheep and goats and was bringing sorne of each to l\4arash frrr sa'le'

llrs tather u,ished to replenish his stock of goods tbr sale in the village'

while they were still in Marash news reached themthat on 6 January all

ul'theviliagershadbeenmassasredi:ythech'!t6'Onlythenineteenrn'ho
Irrrrl come to Marash had survived.'

Tlrc Marash Rebclliort

onthemomingofZtrJanuaryGeneraiQuerettetookstockof}ris

|osition. He rvas short of ammuniticln, but he expected that this det-ect

rvoulcl be correcte<] when the large convoy which' he had just sent to llel

l'ormaf, returned with its wagonloads of supplies' He knew tltat another

r rlnvoy alreacly en route fiom Aintab would alrnost certainly suffer an

.rttlrck by Kulirj Ali's guenillas, lbr Lieutenant Counarai and Sny<ler liad

,,'grtrrled the engagement with the Spahisra on the road beyond Paza4lk'

,,,,1 ha had not yet leamed the convoy's fate.'llhe tirne had c0me' he

.I..tided,tobreakarryiirrksexistingbetweenthelocalof{icialsandtlre
,rt^r r-iila forces outside the city'

Th.e general sumrnoned the officials and leaders of the Muslim

,rrrmunity to liis headquarters' Before they an-ived he assenrbled his

rit,rlion comrnanders, informed thern of the tense situation' arld ordered
90
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tliat alx troops tre prepared for action immediately after their mor)rr
meal. He assigned strategic points which were to be seized, but only:rrr, ,

he had giverr the signal.
At 1l: 25 a[nte] mferidieml news of the total destructi*n o| rrr,

Aintab con'oy reached him. F{alf an hour rater the Turkish notal,r,
arrived" One can irnagine the general's rno,rd.

T'he Turkistrr representatives includecl the deputy mutasarrd Jev,r, r

Iley, chief of Folice Arslan Bey, the president of the municipal corrrr, rr

Haji l3ey" Gendarrne cornman<ier Ismait Hakki, and the president ol'rr,,
charnlrer of commerce and several of the Musrim retrigious learlt.r
Arnong the laiter were shishrnan-oghlou Arit', Kojabash-oghlou il,,,,
Bey, and Rifat Hoja" ,A.ccording to the French intelligence agents, gacrr ,,r
thtrse rnen was involved in agitation against the French. As sr:on as rlr,
group had gathered, General Qudrette sent his messenger to the battalr,,rr
cornmanders, giving the signatr for seizure of the specified do,nirr;rrrr
posts.

General Qudrette then chargcd the Marash officials with cornplicrrr
in the attacks on the convoys" The Turks admitted no responsibility ar,,r
blarned these events r:n outlaws.'fhey consented, however, that the crrr
should pay an indemnity to the French i* the forrn of, supplies. The TLrri. ,

cornplained again that the French had violated the terms of'the Mutlr,,,,
ansristice3s. and that the Arrnenian troops were taking advantage of tlrL.,,
French unjforrns to molest the lVluslirn population. ll'hey were ?ngert.,t
u'hen the general an-nounced that he would take over the crr rl

administration.
l\t the close of the conference eudrette announced that six of rlr,

group were to be detained, partly as hostages but also for furllr,.,
discussion of means for reconciliation, ancl that the others couicl lear,,
Tlrose detained included the deputy mutusarrif, the gendar.rr,
cornrna.nder, and the president of the municipality. They lvere plar',,,r
under guard in one of the roorns of the seminary, in the central comporrrr,l
of the American Mission"

The Turkish notables had scarcely left the mission premises wh, r,

fhe sharp report of,rifle fire rvas heard, followed immediately by iirrr,.
frorn every quarter of the city. The insurrection had begun*.

That moming i had been reminded that wheat was needeci ,"rrge'ri
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l,y libenezer olphanage and that for several days our buyers had refused

|lr cul.er the market place, fearing disorder. I decided to purchase the

wlrcat rnyself, and set out for the atasa ("grain market") with Peter

k.rnai:ian as interpreter. He was a New York jern'eler who had recently

rrtrrnred to the city of his birth for a visit. Dr. Crathern joined us, for he

wrslred to telegraph the American consul in Aleppo, cornplaining that on

llrr: previous day he had been fired on, even while waving the American

llrrli. First we went to the telegraph office, and then through the covered

Irirzaar to tbe ctrasa. which rve found closed. The city was deserted except

lirr groups of heavily armed Turks who were ail headed in one direction.

( )rr our retLrrn ttrrough the bazaar, as we approached the Ulu Jami, or
,,( ireat Mosque," where one path led to the citadel and the other to the

Arrrencan Mission, we noticed that the arrned Turkish civilians were

tfking; the steep path to the fortress. Jemazian, better informed than his

Arrrenican companions as to the significance of, the silent city and the

rrrovernent of the armed Milslims, suggested that we get back quickly to

ilur.own quarters" We crossed the bridge over the Kanli D6rd, then on to

tlrr: Gerrnan Hospital where we greeted the French sentry who guarded

tlre cntrance, and up the hill to the American Mission compound, just in

trrrrc lbr our noon meal. As we seated ourselves rve heard a shot fired in

tlrt: region of the hospital. Within seconds rifle broke out over the entire

r rty. 'lihe siege of Marash, the first rnajor battle in the Turkish war of
lr r, lcpr:ndence, had begun.

It was apparent, that the insurrection had treen carefully planned.

(;tr)up,s of amred men occupied houses at street intersecfiolts and shot

rLrwn French soldiers on the street and sentries at their posts, makitlg use

,l loopholes prepared in advance. Anyone seen moving was shot, for it

rr,;rs only the Christians who knew nothing cf the plan. ln the patrols used

l,,r policing the city composecl of both Turkish gendannes and French

.,,ltliers, the gerrdarmes turned sudclenly on their Irrench cotnpanions,and

I rllcd them.
The orders given by tlie general for the seizure of certain strategiic

1 ,,sitions could not be carried out, fbr the 'T'urks themselves per{bnned

'Ir,rt lnaneuver only halfan hour trefore the French zero hour'

When the French calxtoll catrte into action, shelling certain houses

rlre city, I photographeci the shell bursts and the resulting conflagration
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fiom the upper iralcony of tlie Wilson house. A quarter of a mile below
rne was the Cerman Hospital, where Dr. Wilson had been operating sincr
early moming. Mrs. Wilson was concemed for his safety, so Paul Snyder
voiunteered to run down and bring back a report. He also wanted to
borrow a pair of field glasses. A French officer whom he mct in tht
seminary compound expressed the opinion that there was no danger! As
Paul proceeded down the hill a soidier sheltered in an adobe hut called to
wam him, but Paul did nnt understand the French and continued towartl
the hospital" Rather than walk thrr:ugh a plowed field he took the longer
loute to the rear comer of the hospital compound - a move whiclr
undoubtedly saved his life, for he had unknnwingly avoided the areir
covered by Turkish snipers. As Snyder tumed the corner and approachetl
the front gate, a snipel fired trvice but missed as his target began to movc
fast. The gate stood open, fot' ttrre F'rench sentry lay dead in such a

position that it could not be ctrnsed. Dashing tlu"ough the opening Paul
conl?onted seven Senegalese sotrdiers raising their guns against tht:

unexpected visitor.
The hospital had been r.mder fire for an hour" Dr. Elliott and Mrs.

Power began moving their patients to the floor for greater protection fi"onr
the stream of bullets firecl from across the street. One of the soldiers
stationed at the hospital, ignoring the protests of Dr. Elliott, placed :r

machine gun on the upper balcony, but the rnornent he opened fire he rl'ls
felled by a bullet which passed through his chest without striking a major
aftery. Snyder waited for darkness before climbing over the rear wall to

report to Mrs. Wilson that her hu.sband planned to remain at tire hospitrl
in view of the emergency need.

Additionai information about the first shots fired in thi,;
insurrection came from the head nurse at the hospital, Miss Osaun;r

Maksudian. At rnidday she left the hospital and had gone only a shoi I

distance rvhen she noted a 'Iurkish gendarme escorting four Muslirrr
women to a house. When they v,rere safely inside he tumed and fired trrj',

rifle into the air three times. lmmediatell, fire replieci from every quadcr
This story is consistent with that given by Hovsep Der Vartarrian. lvh' '

states that it was the police commissioner hirnself who gave the signll
irnmediately after his return fiorn the confbrence rvith General Querc|,
he fired his rifle beside the house of Jeilan-oghlou in ilektoutiyi Stree{-
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... Lieutenant Colonel lh-ibault records that after 22 January his
lbility to take action was very limited, for General Qu6rette himself
rlirecied all operations and gave orders directly to the cornmanders of
rlctachrnents, bypassing the colonel*. Thibault had comrnanded a

rcgiment at Verdun, while the general had spent the war years irr a
( icrman prison camp. The strategy adopted by the general required eaclr

rlctachment to enlarge its area of control by expelling the enerny from tlre

Irouses occupied nearby. The imptricatian in Thibault's cornm€nt is that he

would have adopted a more,,aggressive policy had he been given sorne

licedom of action.

.dctually the 'furks themselves were following the same strategy

nrore successful\z than the French. Thibautrt speaks of "the vigilance a-ud

boldness of the rebels, who seemed to tre animated by an ardent offensive

spirit"**. They set fire to large sections of the city in order to approach the

lruildings occupied by the foreign troops. In this process most of the
('hristians remaining in their homes were rnassacred. These who fled to
tlrcir churshes or to schools came under the pnrtection of the French

troops quarlered in those buildings, and of the ferv Amrenians possessing

;rrrns. It has been estimated that approximately three thousand Armenians

wcre kille<tr during the first f,ew days of the battle***. Those who survived
lrlcl gained the secr-rrity of a church, or the Beitshalom Orphanage, or the

American Mission compound. Later we learned of a few isolated groups

rvho defended their hornes successfuily until the end of the conflict.
Frorn the moment the battle began, cormnunications were cut

lrctvveon the comrnander and the posts at which his troops rvere

t'stablished in various parts of the city. Not a single item r:f equipment for
.ornmunication was avaiiable. The wireless sets belonging to the 412t1'

l(cgiment had been retained in Beirut for the security of General
( iriuraud. Not even carrier pigeons were available. Hence the only means

,rl'cornmunication was by courier, and a number of these died performing
tlrcir duties.

The telegraph wires to Aintab and Adana were cut, but not before
r it:neral Qu6rette had alerteci Colonel Flye Sainte-Marie in Aintab36, and

rlrr: latter had passed his message on to General Dufieux37 in Adana***n.
I )tller messages sent by courier failed to reach General Dufieux except
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for one received on 12 Irebruary when the whole affair was over'

... It was Saint George's Church, one r:f the Armenian Apostolic

churches w}rich Evliy6 Efendi had attacked. Fifty soldiers, including

twenty Armenian legionnaires, had been quartered there38'

... Why did the troops abandon the helpless Armenians to their

fate?Weretheyquarteredinthechurchmerelyfortheircomfort,orfor
thepurposeofprotectingthecomrnunity?otherchurcheswereburnetl
under similar circumstances.

From our position in the mission cornpound we witnessed thrs

conflagrationbutwereignorantofthefactthatSaintGeorge'shatl
becomethefuneralpyreofsomethousarrclArmenians.AlongwithSalnt
George,s Church went tlre destruction of the Armenian houses in thlrt

area. One resident who surrendered to the Turks and survived' Lealr

Maraslian, told me of her experiences'

At noon on 21 January Leat., a young widow' left her classroom rrl

the Central School and walked home through the deserted streetsr' Ilt'r

thoughts w€re on her three-year-old son Edward' fwo days earlier slr''

had asked him, ,.Edwarrl, what would you like to have for christmas?"

"A Daddy and a dog!"
T.he boy,s father, a student at the Marash 

.fheological Seminarv'

had been drafted into the labor corps of the Turkish army early in tlr'

GreatWarandmarchedofftoAintabwherehewaslastseen"()lr.
member of that detachment had reported that they rryere marched to 1lr'

bank of a river and lined up to be shot. wounded, he fell, feigning rlcltl,

and thus escaped.

Leah noted that no shops were open' At home she sat do.'rrtr t"

lunch with her father, an uncle, her sister Araxie, and Edward' Whik: llr' '

were eating, rifle fire broke out all over the city' Several neighbom rarr t"

Leah's house seeking greater security. The house was in the Rayr" ri

quarter, which first came under heavy attack Lry Turkish insurgents lctl l'

Evliye llfendi, and within a few days Leah' her family, and her neighl" "

found themselves encircled. A Turkish neighbor called to them, "( ir

yourselves up and we will protect you!" They had no arms for dc:l' "
and therefore no choice but to surrender. The Turks ushered them tl"''

the street toward the Ulu Jami. Rounding a comer they found a l'"

group of arrned Turks in the area facing the mosque. Suddenly ther,' '
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firing, and Leah, dazed with disbelief, saw her companions falling.
"Are they going to kill us?" cried littie Edward. Leah recalls no

fear, only shock and disbelief. A gendarrne pushed her tou'ard the gate of
the mosque, urging, "Get inside - quickly!"

Leah, her father, uncle, sister, anrJ son were among the fuw who got
inside and survived the chdtd fire. Later, under escorJ of gendarmes, they
were transferred to the municipal prison at the konakse, there to remain
l'or the duration of the siege. Each day a few more were pushecl through
the prison door until the bare, windowless room could hold no rnore" In
this way approxirnately one frundred Arrnenians were saved by the iocal
government, while others were slaughtered or bumed to death in their
houses. Estimates of the number killed in this rnanner vary from two to
fbur thousand.

Those sheltered in the prison slept on tire colcl concrete floor
without bed<ling or cover. They were offered one meal each day but had
no utensils with which to eat. The food was dumped into their hands or
llps. An old rurkish guard in compassioll offered l-eah sorne oninn shells
lirr use as dishes. For two days she ate nottiing, having seen mouse
rlroppings in the food. Twice guards came to take away several of the
younger women. A corner of the prison yard represented the toilet
"facilities." The less one ate, the fewer the visits to this loaJh-some
('omer. Leah lost forty pounds.

"Do ytfu know what hunger is?" she asked me. "It is when you
\\'iurt to gyab a crust of bread from your dying child!"

No change of clothing, no opportunity to bathe, and lice multiplied.
lir lward developed a fever and died-.

Why had the Turks protected this srnall group? Was it out of
,,'rrrpassion on the part of a few? Later the mutasarrif claimed that the
!',urgents had taken things into their own hands and that the govemment
' .''; powerless to stop the fighting and the massacres but saved as many
,Jxrssible.

As the bands of irregular fighters continued their mopping-up
r,, r':rtions, the Armenian families realized that this was a time for
'll,'ctive security and made preparations to move to one of the churches
ilrt'ir quarler, Saint Stephen's, or the Church of Asdvadsadzin**. Saint



George's was already in ashes. Neighbors cut holes in their garden walls

und Jt'rg trenches in order to rnove freely from house to house withoul

"*porrrr". 
Abandoning their household possessions' they crept under

cover ofdarkness to one ofthe churches, or to a neighborhood stronghold

such as the house of Dr. Khatcher'

Each of the churches, and in fact every home, was sulTotlrlded by a

high wall built of mud bricks. oru orphanages, tooo were located within

*i'tt"a compounds, hence each of these became a place of refuge- Since

Beitshalom Boys' orphanage was located on a hill dominating thc

eastem quarters of the city, the French cornrnander had quartered three

sections of machine-gunners there - in all some eighty soldiers of thc

412ft Regiment. When the fighting ended three weeks later' survivoa's r:rl'

the Christian population were found in only four such compounds. All

others had been killed or had fled to Islahiy6'

The story of Marash battle thus becomes the separate stories of thc

various strongholds as told by individual sulvivors. With rare exceptiotls

those who rernained to defend their homes did not live to recount their

experiences.

Koulaghi Kourtlou and Sheker Derd

From Saint Stephen's church on 2A January a processiori ol'

mourners went to the cemetery carrying on a bier the body of arr

Armenian legionnaire who had been killed by a sniper firing from lhc

minaret of a mosque. The Turkish authorities had made no move to firril

the culprit, nor did the French commantler take any steps to force arr

investigation. This caused great resentment among the Armenians, $'htr

felt that the Tqrks were testing the ability of the French to punish such atr

incident" .

On his return from the cemetery Khatchig Der Vartaniatt, who harl

been one of the pall bearers, deposited the r,vooden framework on rn'hiclr

the body had been carried in the courtyard of Saint Stephen's Church, n6t

knowing that it would soon serve for the escape of his sister Makrouhi

bride of a few months - and his mother. Aware of the tension in the citr

Khatchig urged his sister to move to his home near the Church of t|,
For:ty Sainted Youths where a large detachment of Senegalese troops wrr
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(luartered anrl where her brother Yervant served as interpreter to the

t'omrnander, Major Comeloup. l)isregarding his advice, Makrouhi was

busy the next moming assisting her mother-in-law in the preparation of a

lcast for her relatives and those 6f her husband, Arsen Der Ohannesian,

when shortly after the noon hour the unusual quiet of the quarter u'as

shattered by a fusillade of gun fire. People caught in the streets were

screaming and running for shelter, many to the nearby Church of Saint

Stephen. Arsen took his bride and his mother across to the church

compound without stopping to carry food or bedding- That evening

lrundreds of Armenians from the Bektoutiyd Quarter came to the church.
'l'hey barricaded the doors and stretched out to sleep on the floor, using

the church carpets for rnattresses. Only a fbw steps away there was food

in atrundance, the banquet prepared for the family gathering' but no one

darcd move outside the door.

A week passed. l'he Turks had begun a systematic campaign to

clear the quarter of Armenians, burning their homes and killing the

inhabitants. Finally they set fire t9 a gfoup of houses close to the church,

and a few survivors escaped to Saint Stephan's. 'Ihey were shocked and

sxhausted but cried to those already in the church, "Run! Ran! They will
bum you ahve ifyon stay here!"

This created a panic among the five or six hundred refugees. It had

becorne dark. The great door was opened and many ran into the yard, but

t<l opien the main gate would be suicide, fcrr across the street snipers were

waiting in the 'furkish reformatory. could they climb the high wall and

cscape into the side street?

While the cror'r'd milled about, Arsen noticed the bier last used to

carry.the dead legionnaire to the cemetery. It could s€rve as a ladder, with

lhe crossbars for steps! Placing it against the wall, he directed his rnother

;rnd wife to remove their shoes so they would make rro noise when they

rlropped over the wall to the stone paved street. Some twenty-five other

r.cfugees followed, each one helping to boost the one ahead over the wall.
( )utside the Turks were busy carrying water to save their own houses

liorn burning. In sma11 groups the Armenians slipped quietly down the

,rlley to the street leading to the Chur'ch of the Forty Sainted Youths.

Arsen rliscoverecl that his rnother was rnissing and did not know

,vlrcther si-re had gone ahead or had beerr left behind. I{eaching the foot of
sg



the citadei anci cutthroat Lane, they decided to take shelter in the housc

of Arsen's colrsins - Der Sahag's house. They ctrirnbed a wall in the rear'

anrl entered the house, fincling ontry a small boy and his grandfather who

was unable either to walk or talk because of a stroke' T'he others had flecl

to the F'runeiscan Monastery" For a week Arsen, Makrouhi' ancl six others

hid in the :basentent, going to the kitchen fcrr food only at night' Arr

Armenian n,nighbor kept watch over them, as well aS over his owtr

household, ancl finally persuaded them to join his family for bettel

protection ancl comf,ort. There, too, was an Algerian soldier caught away

from his base on 21 January.

At mirlnight a daring young Armenian came to them from thc

Franciscan Monastery for his sister, knowing her to be there' As they lelt

together for the rnonastery, the others decided to risk the journey' for it

was evfijn more dangerous to stay- Shorlly alter they set out in thc

darkness the cne armed man in the party accidentally discharged his ri{'lc'

Al1 over the neighborhood Turks began shooting - their techudqrie ftrr

scaring off woutrd-be aggressors. Sorne of the group turned back and wcr''

never seen again. Makrouhi hung on to her husband's arm and ran orr'

passing a mitrl and the bocly nf its Armenian owner in the street w'hiclr

oo,^, uiorrg the Kanli Der6. They climbed the forty or fifty steps up tlrr

steep slope to the high-walled rnonastery, perched like a castle on tlrt

ridge, and approache<l the rnain entrance with its barricade' Would tlr'

defenders shoot, assurning them to be enernies? "Arrnen! Armen!" th'",

shouted to identify themselves as Armenians, and a F'rench soldier cail' 'l

back for thern to approach and enter. Only three of the group had reaclr"l

the monastery: Makrouhi, Arsern and the son of l)er Sahag's neighbor"

ln the monastery they founcl Der Sahag's family' who had goile drerc "'
the frrst day of fighting. F'atkrer Joseph assigned thern to a room on Ilr'

second floor, already occupied by rwenty-five others*'

ThesewhoremainedatSaintStephen's-saidtobeaboutl.rr,
hundred * died in the flames as the church was bumed on the follorvrl

clay.Makrouhi,ssisterNevarthadfledwithhertwochildrento|.i:lr'.
Sarkis Church in the Kumbet Quarter when frghting began' A numbt r '

the men who took refuge there were armed, and under the leadershrl' '

sarkis Ghadeyan resisted the attacks of Turkish insurgents for son"rc I i'

As the forces opposing them grew in mrmber they decirled t0 abartrltri' '

i00

church and move to the nearby orphanage, Beitshalom, where eighfy
lirench soldiers were quartered. The move was made successfully at
rright. In the orphanage Nevart found her brother Hovsep among the three
tltousand Armenians who had sought refuge there. Finding Saint Sarkis
without def,enders, the Turks looted and burned it.

Safe in the monastery, Makrouhi knew nothing of what had
happened to the other members of her large family. At that time her
rrtother-in-law, two sisters, and two brothers were among those who had
laken refuge in the Church of the Forty Sainted Youths. Her brother
llovsep, a teacher, had gone to his classes at Beitshalom Orphanage and
was unable to return to his wife and three sons. ln his history of these

cvents he states that he never saw them again-.

... Also mernbers of Saint Stephen's Church were the Chorbajians.
Itoghos, one of five brothers,lived with his wife and even children in the
l)ivanli Quarter close to the home of Abraham Hoja Berberian. Of these

ottly the eldest son, Karekin, survived, for he was not at home when the

sicge began. Hovsep, son of Baghdasar, who lived near the Belediy6
("Municipal Building") relates his experiences. At the outbreak of
lrrrstilities he was in tire home of an uncle atBoghaz Kesan and remained
lltcre for eight days, helping in the defense. When it became clear that
grcater security was to be found in the Franciscan Monastery with its
l,lrrison of French troops, some of those in the Chorbajian residence
,rlirced to attempt to reach that haven. Since success depended upon
rrroving quickl.y and silently at night, it was decided that the elderly and
llrc 'very young should remain in the residence. At nine pfost] m[eridiern]
lrlicen of them set out by way of the Turkish cernetery and reached the
l\4onastery safely**. Two weeks later Flovsep was to wihress an episode of
Irrstoric importance.

S.E. Kerr, op. cit., pp. 86, 95-103, 120-123
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Extracts from A Memoir af the Armenian Genocide

bY Abrahane II. Hartunianao

The year 192o was a most ten.ible and blr:od'stained year - the 1'c:lr

of the last Inassacre of Marash.

.''InthefirstdaysofJanuarytheFrenchforceswereincreasilr;.'
day by ilay anci occupied the various centers of the city' Three hunclrt''l

F'rench soldiers were stationed on my church campus. we fclund thcrrt

very hungry and right away went from house to house to gather food arll

feed them zrll.

TheFren'chwerepreparirrgtoquellarrapproachingrebellion,irrrrl
the Turks were pre6raring to stafll one. What shoulel the Armenialls tlo'l

certairrly they would side with thein liberators! so they in tum wt'tp

preparlng too, under the protection of the French, to fight against llr.'

general enemy"

On Friday, January 16, the Turlcish aghas and religions leark'tr

called a meeting and inviteql the Armenian aghas and religious hcit'lg,

myself included, to consicler the present delicate situation and if possrl'le

find a way out of the crisis. We wellt to this rneetirrg, held in Ooloo Jttrttt,

anrJ were treated very kindly indeed. Even tea had been prepared irt rrrrl

honOr. But sOOn the mind of Our hOsts was revealed; "'We requesl \"'tt

,A,rmeni.ans to unite with us, your Turkistr fellow-countrymen, and to lr1'l't

with us against the French, l'orce them out of the city, and then t<t lr"

with us in etemal brotherltood^"
Wouldthatweharlacceptedthisrequest!itwcruldhavebt..t'.'

nruch wiser course than the one we took. At least we would have lrr'"1'

But could the Armenian have held a position contrary to that ol l"'

emancipators? And could he have united with one who had always l" ' ''

his murderer? Thinking that if we accepted this course of acti,rrr

ourselves would wound our savior-alTny, we refused, and the ttt,'' t"

dispersed.
The govemor, Atah Bey, had by now organized the 'l rrrl'

populace in every way, made altr his preparations, and was gettirrl' r'

to withdraw from the city. with perfect cunning and artful politerr'

called on all the Arrnenian leaders to say farewell. on saturday, );rr'

1A2

7, he left the cify, having appointed in his stead the tabr*"at miidiir, fhe
ry of the city, a notorious man ftom Kilis named Mohammerl Bey.

On Sunday, January 18, all our churches were crowrled. Although
were threatened with war', yet when we considered that tlere were six

French troops in the city, that cannons were entrenched on
side, that six hundred brarre Annenian volunteers proteoted us, we

encouraged and happy. Next day, the Annenian Lthristmas day, was
as never before.

On Tuesday, January 20, the French general peremptorily orderecl
Turkish govemment to dismiss all officials ancl to hand over to him
the government buildings with all their deparhnents. The Turkish
ials did not reply. On Wednesday morning the general had the

tative of the governor of the city and four other Tlrrkish officials
the first rank arrested. After questioning them, he inprisonerJ them.

representative, however, promising to persuade and prepare the
for uncompromising obedience, was soon set free. The other four

ined locked up. The kindling wood had been arranged and was
. Only a spark was necessuy to start the blaze - and behold, the

general had supplied that spark!
At one o'clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, January 21, 1920,

tiring began. The city of Marash was nc,w a battlefield. The Turks had
the offbnsive and unexpectedly opened fire on the French and the

Amenians indiscrindnately" French soldiers and Armenian men, women,
lntl children were in the streets and, unable to reach their houses or
military centers, fell wtrere they were" in a short time the streets were
llltcrsd with corpses.

'l'here were seven safe military centers in Marash: (1) the American
gltlr' college; (2) the German (Bethshallum) orphanage; (3) the (ierman
l*rrpital; (4) the Arrnenian catholic church; (5) the Latin monastery; (6)
tlrc ( iregorian Church of Forty Children (Karasoon Manoog); (7) the
i r'il Armenian Evangelical church (my own church). Almost half of the
r'rrrt'nians, about ten thousand, managed to take refuge in these centers;
' r t'st had been left in their houses or in a number of unprotected church
,,l,lr'gs. The Armenians from the Armenian quarters, about hventy-five
",,lrt:tl in number, were in their church building, the church of the Holy
, ,,rrr, without any protection whatever.
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TheTurkswerebattlingrnadly,attacking,shooting,ma'SsacrlllJ'
sparing no one. The French frorn the very beginning assume'd ll''

defensive" They would open fire here and there, without at all haj]rrt"''

the Turks, only preventing their advance upon them'

ThisverymomingafewhundredArmenianvolunteershadl.'lt
Marash to go to Adana. we did not then know why. But rny sincere bt:ll t

is that they were sent away by the French to appease the Turks. ll"

Turks of the city especially hated these Arrnenian volunteers and nt:t"'

times had appealed to the French to get rid of them. The truth is thal llr'

French betrayed the volunteers to the savagery of the Turks. Attacketl I'r

overwhelming numbers af gete holding the roads, they were rnurclt'r, '!

horribly, except for a few who escaped and reached Adana'

The Armenians in the surrounding villages, all but the Zeytoont"i'

were that same day annihilated by the mobs. The Turks had SWonl llrr rr

greatest oath not to spare a single Annenian, not even suckling txrl,,'

Children were ripped open before their parents, their hearts taken ottl ;rr"!

stuffed down their mothers' throats. I\4others were crucified naketl t"

doors, and before their very eyes their small ones were fixed to thc 11""'

with swords and left writhing. The fight was between the French arrtl tl"

Turks, but it was the Armenians who were being killed'

All these horrid messages reached the French generai. Brrl lr,

drunk with wine, would curse vainiy, would deceive us, and wonlrl rr ,

the time for his own advantage. Recalling his words that in tluee horrr" !''

could quell the rebellion, we waited anxiously. But the day ended willr, "',

his taking one decisive step. Mustafa Kemal's men- Kuluj Ali arr,l tt,

Cherkess Arslan - were already in the city directing the rebelliorr ','

massacre. Their purpose was to break the French power and to alllltltrl "
the Armenians relying on that power. And the French defendctl ,",:

themselves, not at all concemed about defeating the 'Iurks, ulloccrrl'

even with the thought of the safety of the Armenians'

In the buildings on my church compound were tluee hrrrr'l'

French soldiers and about two hundred fugitive neighbors. Since r.r',' ''
now in the very heart of the battle, the officer in our center dispcr.s''' I

troops here and there forprotection, not so much of the Armeni;rll:..'

his own soidiers.

Night pressed on, We heard the firing of guns unceasingly, the

shouts of the attackers, screamings and wailings. Above this hrrmoil there

rirnre suddenly the temble supplication of an Armenian woman who had
lrccn left in the street and in the daft had come to the door to find safety.

As she entered she 'was si'rot by the Frenctr soldiers, who thought her an
('ll0my.

Dunng the evening the French officer began to talk secretly to his
rrcn. He was figuring out a plan in his mind. What was this plan? To take

Iris soldiers, slip out of the place, and join the soldiers in the Armenian
('uth<llic Church, another sNronghold, because our center was dangerous

snd l.he other one was safe. Chivalrous trirance thus leaves the weak

hchind to be massacred! She flees to save herself!
We could not have prevented the French from abandoning us, but

l'nrvidence took a hand. As the solrjiers were leaving, the Turks, who
rrow had manned every nook and cramy and were prepared to sho<lt in
*rry direction, instantly, saw them and npened imrnediate fire. A few
cokliers were shot, and the officer, convinced that escape was impossible,
rr'lrrrned to the building abashed and distributed his troops to their former

I'l,rccs. All night the shooting continued. We had no rest cr sleep.

On Thursday, January 22, the officer called me to him, and we

wirlked around the carnpus to ascertain the dangerous spots and to

'lrsc:rve the surrounding trrouses so that the soldiers might be arranged

,rr e ordingly. As we r.vere inaking these investigations, it happened that in

',rt(- rioorn I was standing before a window. 'Ihe officer was a little
,h'.turrco fronr me, to one side. Air Armeuian young man was standing
1,,'lurrtl me. l.he of-ficer, with the fbresight o1'a soldier, sensed danger, and

r,rl' rrlj nlv hanctr drerv rne a few steps toward him, away from the window,
,r1'rrrg,'"It is dangerous to stand there." llardly had I changed my place
.lrrr rur enerny gun was fired. The bullet lbund its mark, and the youlrg
,, irr lrchind nle fell rvounded to the floor.

'l'hat <Jay" that night, and the next day passed in ttre same way.
. rtlr,:r the solcJiers nor the people had anything to eat, but I brougirt out

,.r'cat supply o1'provisions stored rip in rny house for the winter, and
I rr','r'c fbd day by day.

()n the rriglit of January 23, to the firing, the thundering c,fl the

,')ns, the clin of'battle, a more catramitous evtl was added -- fire! Tl-ie

ta4
105



ill

ll

'Turks had begun to set Armenian houses and buildings on fire' Evcrr

TurkishbuitdingswerebeingbunredifitseenredpossiblethustoSpreatl
theblazetotheArnrenianquarters0roneofthernilitarycenters."tr-lrt.
flamesfoseevelywhere;thecityglowedbeneaththeirlight.Frornevelll'
side, bullets were incessantly whizzing like hail, and no one knew whcn

he rnight be hit. Every moment there was danger of a fierce attack on arrl

center wbere the Armenians hacl gathered. The fire horrified us. It wrrr'

impossible to withstand it" I do not know a battle on a fielcl or in the arr '

Uuit do know ttrat a battle in a city is a hetlish thing!

In the other centers the situation was the sarne or even worse' ljrrt

nn horrors can ever parallel the experience of the Armenians in tlr'

Armenian quarters and in their houses' These lvere tortured withorrt

respite and without pity and then slaughtered" A well-knowrl ilrrri

supposedly good-hearted T'urk, Mura<l Bey, was in the Great Mosqrr'

00ioo Ja i" where the rnurderers were at work. some Armenian wontr il

and children, watching the slaughter and awaiting their turn, pleadc'l'

..Please tell them to shoot us and not cut our throats with tlie knifel" rrrll

our kind 'Iurk answered, "Don't be aftaid' The knives have bccl

slmrpened well and you will not suffer much'"

T'he city's greatest Hoca was there toa' DaytZade Hoca' anci tlr'

Turkshrmecltohirnsayin.g,',Hoca,shallweslaughterthesmallchiitlrL'r.
too? Does the Koran give us permission?" "Yes"" he answc:l"l

.*slaughter them too. The Koran perrnits. we must kill the offspring ol'tl"

*"orpiorrr, too, that they may not grow and sting us'"

tr,et me not fbrget to say that Oolao Jami was very near the Ciirrl i'

ofFortyChiidren,uro..r'dwhichf,ourthousandFrenchsoldierslr'''i
encamped.

TherewasanAnneniansectionnearoutchurch,ca||edKotlytlt,l.'l'
where many families, not having an oppor-tunity to escape to any cctrt' '

had remaine,c and during these five <lays defended themselves' '[he 'l r r r I

now resorted to burning them out' But because they could not get ni-'rrt r'

Armenian house, beginning a few houses beyond they set firelo'l'trrl ' I

houses, and the flames spread into the Arrnenian section' The r'vl"'

section rvvas soon aflame. What great wealthwas there, all of it tltntL'l I

ashes! About a thousand Arrnenians, r'mder cover of night, holdrrrp tl'

,lriidreri's hands, fled noiselessly, crawling on the ground; sorne reached

'rrr center and some th.e Gerrnan orphanage.

By Sunday night, January 25, our buildings and campus wet€
,'vcrcrowded. There was almost no place to sit down; there was no place

l() sleep. There was nothing with which to cover oneseif. There was little
It'fi to eat. The children cried. The molhers were headbroken. 'llie men

wcre pale. It was a hellish sight!

Some tried to escape to the Catholic church not f,ar frorn us, but the

l'urkish bullets prevented thern, aller a few had been shot" A mother with
tlrree of her ctrildren tried to escape. One of the children was shot anctr fell
Io the ground. She retumed to our building with the other Fwo while her
wounded daughter, stretched out on the road, began to cry, "Mother, I am

rlrot and arn dying. Why do you leave me here?"

Our houses and possessions were no longer ours. My farnily and I
lrrrddled together in one comer of a rooln - iike all the rest. Oh, how

rrrrbearable it was to sea this, my poor nation's new and heavier burden,

to see my wife and children trembling, awaiting their doom.

Orr Monday, January 26, the officer, alarmed by the fire of the

prcvious night, thought that a few Turkish houses near the church might
xuorr be occupied by the qete. He therefore determined to bum them to

lu'cvent that danger. This was perhaps the only wise thing our French

ollicer did. But unfortunately, as the flames from those houses rose,

rpirrks blown by the rvind reached the u'ooden bell tower of rny church
rrntl set it on fire. With our own hands we had seriously endangered

nrrrselves. How could we put this fire out? The Turks saw what had

Irirppened and now directed their bullets at the bell tower. Thus, unable to

r lunb up the tower, we decided to cut it down by sawing its four pillars
lroru the bottom and tumbling it over into the yard with ropes. Quickly
tlr,' whole structure came crashing to the ground and the fire was put ollt.

The officer comforled me, saying, "Don't worry. We will rebuild
rlr.rl lower for you. And this time in stone! And more magnificent!" Alas!

,rt oirly did the French not rebuild my betrl tower but they reduced my
lrrrlch and all the buildings ol1 my campus to ashes!

'fuesday, January 2'7, was the fatal day for the Church of the Holy
,'r'in. As I have mentioned, twenty-five hundred Armenians had taken
,,r.t:tiofl there and with a few lieht arms had defended themselves these
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few days. T'he Turks rvere working systematically and one by ""'
removing the eneny forces from their midst. Already ail the Armerti:r,,

who had stayed in their houses and sections had been annihitrated- 'tl'

Kooyoojak quarter had been bumed to the ground, and today this cltttr, l,

was surrounded by thousands of savage, bloodthirsty Turks. While brrll' t

hailed against the building incessantly to prevent the escape of anr/tttr'

they brought kerosene in iarge cans and sprayed it on the walls on cr"'' r

side with pumps. Pieces of sackcloth, soakecl in kerosene an<l lightt'l

were thrown on the building. Flaming rags on the end of long poles w, r'

raised toward the roof. The Armenians inside were pan.ic stricken' llr' '

shouted, screamed for help" They waved flags in every direction. llrrr

there was no help. The French general viewed this scene through his ll''l'l

glasses and kept silent. A few steps away, nearly four thousand FrcrI l'

troops were watching. The handful of Armenian volunteers left in thc t rt '

pleaded with their commander to be allowed to save their countr5,nnerr l' "

whom they had corne far distances. tsut they were ordered, al tlr'

gunpoint, to stay where they were and not to intervene'

The mournful supplication of the Armenians now rose {e fis;11'r ri

and God's angels too did not come to their aid'

The building caught fire. The flames roared upward' All the pr"';'l'

were consumed, alld in a few hours one could see there only a sn]ol'tt,r

heap of silent ashes. Twenty-five hundred pefsons had been desh'<ly,',1

to the glory of the French, and to the heartbreak and horuor t)f tlle rertt" ',''
Armenians.

For the rest of the week the same monstrous deeds lvere rep("r|, ,!

The continuous sound of gunfire had terrorized us. we were n{rl |u

walking toward death; we dwelt in death. Death had besieged us, l!r,l r,

matter where we turned, it threatened to strangle us. f'he fire, the str',,' '

the bullets clawed at us. To these terrors were added hunger, thirsl, lrlrl

sleeplessness, and disease.

The Turks had blocked the water running to the church founl: r r il

flow had been like teardrops, but at length it began to bleed: the bkr, ',1

slaughtered Armenians trickled from its spout'

The French soldiers were still safb in their places. 'Ihe Trrrli I

no fear of them because they knew the French would not attack tlr, ,

was the Armenians who everywhere, every time, in every w:l\'.
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t,,r lciting their buildings, churches, schools, houses! Ancl what use was it
r,, licep thern? Not one Armepian would be left to live in them.

Now the time had come for the Turks fo attack the military centers,

r,rl,c the French soldiers prisoners, and kill the remaining Armenians' On

'i,rltrrday night, January 31, they concentrated on the Catholic church'

I I r u le r a rain of bullets the school building of the church was set on fire . It

*'t'rrt up in a sudden blaze, the flames lighting the whole city' There were

,rl'out three thousand Armenians in the church and about five hundred

I'rctrch soldiers. The Armenians manifested great courage' At the risk of
tlrt:ir lives they tried to save at least the church building and the other

l;rrgc buildings on the campus. A number of them lvere shot. But they

l,rPt on bravely and succeeded in limitirrg the fire to the building where it
lurrl started.

... lvlonday, Febmary 2, was a rJay af panic in our center' I w'as

rvrlh my family in a corner of the school building adjacent to the church'

lltcrc were many other farnilies with us. Sucldenly we saw smoke' The

lrrrrlding had been set on fire with kerosene-soaked rags wmpped around

hrrrg poles and set aflame. Our young men irnmediately set thernselves to

lry to extinguish the blaze, but it had been set &om the outside and to go

orrtsicle was impossible because of the baftage of bullets. The only

rilssibility was to dig a hole in the wall from inside and put the fire out in

rnntc way through it. But as preparations were being made for this

clrlcavor, we \\'ere ordered to leave the building and go into the church

lrr.r,rulse the fire was spreading" With many oth€rs, my wife and I, holding

tlrr r:hildren's hands, entered the ohurch. All the people had crowderl in

llr,'rc:, while the brave young men were trying to contain the fire' The

lrrrkish gunfire became suddenly fiercer. From every side there was a
.t,'r rr) of bullets, hand gr:enacles, and she11s. Death's gaping mouth seemed

,,. r,ly lo swallow us all at once. At this point the French soldiers received

,,,,|,'ts fiom their officer to be prepared to escape' Their bags were on

'1,, rr shoulders, their guns in their hands, and they were ready to flee'

,r,l we , what were we going to do? Who told you, friend, that the French

'l,lrcrs cam€ here to protect you? You are lr: Armenian, and your lot is

' ,'' lllaSsacred!

My children began [o cry, sensing that the hour of death had come'

l,,rrt<loned all hope, convinced that we wouid all now perish' Weeping'
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I gathered my wife and children close and said to them, "This is tht: I ' I

hour. We are all going to die. But in a little while rve will be togelltt r " '

heaven."
oh, now I knew the shatlering of the spirit, the lacerations ol tl',

heart, the insufferable anguish of those parents who with their chil,l" "
had passed such hours as this, and who then perished'

When we saw that the fire had not yet been put out and thal tlr'

attack was growing more intense, in desperation we ran out of the cl.rrr,, i,

to an empty Turkish house near by. A bullet whistled through the air 1" r

an inch from my eldest daughter Helena's head, but we reached the lt0rr"'

and hurried to the cellar to await out dark fate. Our veins had 1,, ' "
drained of blood! The color of our cheeks had gone! we were like llr,'','

who have come out of the grave. We were living death's-heads'

And then came the good news! The lire had been put out! Stealtl"l.'

we returned to our nest, this time occupying a place on the first fl()or ,'!

the school building in the middle of the campus. And there we restctl.

During the twenty-three days that the bafile lasted there wert: l'.,',i

and heartbreaking tasks: finding food for about a thousand pt:,'; 
'1,

provirling them with water to drink, removing the garbage and rrtlrl'r"l'

and preventing the spread of disease. The dead had to be burictl, tl"

wounded treated, and those who had lost loved ones consoled. 1 rrrv.' !t

was in need Of consolatiOn and encouragement; how could I cons0lt r"'l

encourage others? But the God of confort helped rne and comfo.lt',i r,',

and used me to help and comfort others. Wittfn the bounds of possrl'rlrr

I kept order among the peopie to assure a semblance of calm. I rrr.,,l,

list of all the people, family by family, and once a day some kincl ol l, " '.;

- or at least something that looked like food - was preparecl rtt l.rr'

caldrons and distnbuted to the people, just enough tO keep 11"tc111 .'1,"

The grown-ups bore it patiently but the children were always trr,',,

They wanted more food than we were able to give them. If the brrtll, l, 
'

gone on longer than twenty-three days, the people would havc 'lr' 'l

hunger, ifnot from other causes'

Across the street from our compotind was a building rrr " I

about one hundred girls were living under the supposed protectioil ,,'

Near East Relief - girls who had been recently rescued by the I "
from the Turkish harems. Now they were abandoned in that buiLlrr,'

ll0

rl', rr housemother, Mrs. Gohar Shanlian. The only man there was the

l,rorkeeper. Since the fighting had begun without warning, no

',rrrrrgement had been made for these girls. How many times I had told

',,,r l;'rench officer, "Those girls are in danger" Let us bring them to our

.,,,rrpound during the night." But the officer paid no attention to me and

i, il rhe girls to their sacl fate. 'fheir building was attacked on Thursday,

I I.l)ruary 5. Their housemother and doorkeeper were shot, and all of thern

,.,,.r.r: taken out of the city and given as payment to the Turkish soldiers,

''lro raped them cruelly and then massacred them.

Orr Friday, February 6, the seventeenth day of the battle, a French

1ilrl)lane flew over the city dropping notes to the military centers. New

l'rcrrch forces were coming; the freedom of the city was assured'

l;rt:gdom! But for whom? Assurance! But for whorn? who was thinking

rrl'these questions now? Was there any need for such niceties Freedom

srul assurance for all! For the French and for the Armenians! '

Woe, deceived Armenian! Ever deceived and ever wronged! There

wus freedom, but not for us. Freedom for the French! But fbr us new

rlrcdcling of blood, new buming in the firel We were once again to be

racrificed for someone else's freedom! Nevertheless, this day we were

hnppy, ignorant of the fact that the comrnand to retreat had been given

rnrl that the French were preparing to flee.

Again the Turks tried to set ouf truilding on fire. But as the long

$rlc with its flaming rags was raised toward our roof, a French soldier

hrilk aim, and the man holdilrg the pole rolled on the ground wounded.

llre rcst of the Turks ran away' Bravo!
'fhat night the French soldiers left our center and were replaced by

,rlrorrt one hundred Arnenian voiunteers under tire comrnand Of a few

I rcrrch officers. Airplanes and new forces and anns had by now reached

rtr,. 1.ily. But they had not cofire to punish the'Iurk, to save the Christian;

rir''y had coixe to save their own sokliers besieged by the Turks, tq take

i!i, rrt uw&y and abandon the remnant of Armenians to the massacring

, r,lt's. Long Iive French diplomacy!

Saturday, Fetrmary 7, was reminiscent of Sattrday, August 7, 1gl5'

r,, rr heil,s lrarbinger:s run thrOugh the streets ordering all merl seventeen

,,,; old and above to gather outside die city for depOrtation! l'tris was

,l:ry rny parsonage and magnificent church were turned to ashes, the
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day all my possessions were consumed by flames, fhe day rny librarv, " '

books, my serrnons, my labors of twenty years were destroyed.

The 'Iurks were ready to challenge even the new French forccs

course to our bitter destruction! '[hey had determined at any pricc {,' I

my buildings on fire today, and tlecause no other way was possiblc, tl,'

rvould bum a tall'lurkish stnrcture near by, so that the flarnes froltt !1" 
'

might reach us. I knew that this T'urkish building would callse us trorrl'i,

How many tirnes I had begged the offtcer to burn it on a day whetr tl,' ' '

\vas no wind. But he never heeded rne. Now, with a north wind blou " "
the flames graduatriy advanced to the parsonage. It was impossible to 

' 
t"1'

them, though the brave Amrenian young rnen dicl everything they coill,l i

prayed continually that at least the church might be spared, but my pr:i r ' '

did not find acceptance in heaven.

We all withdrew to the two buildings situated in the rniddle ol tli'
canrpus and watched the buming of my parsonage and then of my cltttt' i'

Night came on. The people were betrayed to more hardships. Il" "
was no room to sit down. Sleep was out of the question' There was irr'''

nothing to eat.'lhe French had with them a number of mules which tl"

slaughtered, and we chewed on this tough flesh, almost raw and unsrtll' 'i
Next day, physically, rnentally, and spiritually almost ovtjr'('rrr'

we regarded the sad scene of the destruction of the fire. Our c(ittrlrl"',,

was now more perilous since the enemy could easily a.ttack' No rv:rll "
ramparts had been left.

We had felt somewhat encouraged by the presence of llrt' t'

French officers and the Armenian volunteers, but this very niglrl tlr' 
'

were hushed whisperings among the latter. All of them were afool l l"

were making rheir preparations.

Utterly exhausted in every way, the people slept where thcv t ""i t

in cramped discomfort. I too slept. The Armenian volunteers lV('r'l

protectors.
Suddenly, near midnight. someone shook me and lvhispelctl l"

to follow him. I went out on the campus to see that all the Arrrr' "
quarters of the city were aflame. Aii about was the terrible couflitl'r''r

And more terrible than this: there were neither Armenian voltttll,'' r

French officers! Betraying us to the sword of our murderers, llr''
quietly stolen away. My God! What cursed days we pass thrcittglr ' "

1t2

,', t What now? It would not do for me to rnerely bewail this calarnity, tn
i,,,rv dcspair anrJ drive others to despair! I would do my very best even
,ir,lt'r heaven's curse itself!

I called together a number of the Arrnenian young people" each of
,l,,rrn had a gun. Stationing themselves here and there, they fired their

, rrns intermittently, so that the Turks rnight think the French were still
r rllr uS.

Monday, February 9, was one of those days which the imagination
, ,rrrrrot cornprehend. If the Turks had been aware that the F'rench forces
,r,'r.e withdrdwing and our cefiter had already been abandoned to its f,ate,

',rrr annihilation would have been the work of one hour. But because the

irt'nch cannons, both in the city and outside, had begun to bombard the
, {'lrtcrs where the Turks were thought to have gathered, our enernies

rr.trcated to safe places. Thinking they were now really being attacked by
tlrc lirench, they had no time to pursue their attack on us. For the rnoment
*'(: were safe. Morcover, from somewhere had come encouraging words

tl tlo not know who had falsely planted the seeds!) "All the military
rlrerrgth is being centralized for a united and powerful attack to crush the

Irrrks once and for all!"
Accustomed as we were to being duped, in truth it was good that

we wcre deceived now. At least the heaviness of out day was lightened
hy this decepticln. For once the successive thunder of, the bombardment
rtr(l lhe omnipresent whizzing-rumble of machine-gun fire sounded

;rleasing to out ears.

... It was Tuesday, Febnrary 10, the day of Samaria's plenty and

hrrrrly! The Armenians from the other centers who had sun'ived, leaming
rlrrrl tlre city was now evacuated by the Turks, rushed out from their
rrrrpr isrlnment and began to help themselves to everything they could

rr r y out of the empty Turkish houses. They soorr reached out center with
,i,, ncwsr and our people too ran for booty. In a few hours our two
:,rrl,lrrrl]s were fiiied with food, clothes, house furnishings, etc. I was
,;,lcased by all this. I did not move from my place. Although the
,:,r,)lls *'ere roaring and the Turkish attacks had ceased, nevertheless,

lrtirrt was not satisfied. I had no inner assurance of safety. I did not
rlris conduct of my people. But I could not have prevented it.
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The whole day passed in this way. At nightfall, as if to avenge llt'

deeds of the Turks, the Armenians set mosques and Turkish houses,'rr

fire and killed a few Turks they found here and there. Again tlr,

Armenians were joyous and were congratulating each other. Even tho:,t

who had lost their parents, children, husbands, were srniling. and the wtt,

of fifteen thousand dead countryrnen was quickly forgotten. Why, irr tlr,'

Latin monastery a band was playing' giving us the good ne'ws 'rf
Armenia's freedom! One would think these people were trying to say rrr

their own sirnple way, "If the losses we have sustained have brougJrt tlrr'

defeat of the Turks and the freedom of the Armenians, it is good!" Wortl,l

that at least this had been so!

At midnight it was snowing heavily and the earth was thit[lv
covered. The air was bitter cold and windy. The cannons still roare<i. 'l lrc-

machine guns rattled. Suddenly there was a towering blaze :.rrrrl 
'r

crepitation, and then terrific explosions. The great Turkish barr;rtlr

where the French troops had encamped was aflarne!

This was enough to explain everything. The French forces w' t'-

withdrawing and they themselves had set the barracks with all its cottlr'rrl"

on fire. I realized the situation immediately, but what was there to tk,'' ll

was impossible to go out from our center and join the soldiers. I trenrl,l, ,l

I waited. Death and annihilation were now both imminent and itnttt:trrr rrl

for us!
Those Armenians who were near the soldiers and who had lt'rtr",,l

that they were withdrawing went with them. [n all nearly three tlt()rr'.,,,,.t

men, women, children attached themselves to the French and left llrr' ' 'r

on foot, intheblizzard! All this time the catrnons outside the city kt'1't "'
their bombardment, to prevent any Turkish attack' But later wc lt',rr"' !

that these bombs were all shot into the hills without causing &il! tlrrrrt,
to anyone or anything.

Wednesday, February i 1, was the birthday of my little boy' V "r ''
He was five years old. I had nothing to give him. I kissed him as lr, r'

that moming and shed two teardrops on his head. It wos v€ry prrrl'rl

that this was the last day for all of us.

The richest and most influential family of the city, the Khu l,, , '

and some others came together to think what should be dotr, ','
present criticai situation. These people had shown much resl,,, 

'
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gleat honors to the French and were especially hated by the Turks!
ld not the French at least, in gratitude, have informed them of the

wal, instead of leaving them thus to their savage enemies?

Ttley were now asking. baffled, "What shali we do?" Some

running after the troops and joining them. I myself did not
this wise, saying, "The troops have been gone for some time. It

be impossible to catch up with them. By now the Turks are aware of
situation and will massacre all of us on the way."

Already we knew the fugitive Turks were retuming, group after
. i suggested our staying here. But was it safe? No! Just as

, However, here at least we would be protected from the snow
the wind, and from the exhaustion of the journey. The others did not

with me, and so they set out irnmediately. Alas! What I had feared

to pass. 'fhese fleeing hundreds of Armenians were attacked and

to us"

Only a few, wounded, half-dead, horrified, found their way

Since our center was in great danger, I thougtrt it best to go to the

llher center near by, the Catholic church, and join whoever was there.

Although this was a perilous undertaking, we had to attempt it. l,eaving

lll the booty trehind and holding the children's hands, we slipped along

Itcret trenches, in and out ofdark comers, through holes, and reached out

*rttnation.
Now we were about five thousand, from moment to moment

ewnrting attack" That night we took down the French flag which was still
*rvirrg over the building and hoisted a Turkish flag. There was a French

llrrg ovcr the building of our center also. In the darkness I went back there

" rtlr ir t'ew friends, and we took down the French flag and refumed safeiy.

It was Thursday, February 12, the twenty-third day of the battle.
r , 

',l.ry the verdict would be pronounced for our destruction or our rebirth.
rvcre all hunp;ry. My chiidren were crying fbr food. Tltere. was

,rl,rrr1', to eat here but an abundance in the center we had left. I was
:, ,lrly claring enough to take my niece Yester, a girl of, fwenty-five"
I rvith me to our fomer center. Ttrrere we cooked sorne pilaf atd,
,iirr rt in a pan, started back. Hardly had we taken three steps out when

' ,r rrrcr center was occupied b-v- the Turks. If we had remained there a

',, ivg rninsfes, b<lth of us would have been killed. When we reached
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the Catholic church, we saw that already it was being surrounded by l;

gete and baslbozuk. We rvere the la.st ones to enter, and the door r, '

locked. tr placed the food before rny children without telling llr"'
anything about the urgency of the situation. They began to eat happilv

Now the remaining two buildings of our forrner center w€re scl ""
fire, and the flames rose toward heaven. Frepamtions were being ma(l( r'

bum all of us too. Guns were trained on the building frorn every sirl. i"

prevent any escape. Kerosene was being sprinkled on the walls' The p,,l'

were ready with soaked rags aflarne on their tips" Loved ones elnbt:r,"1

and kissed each other in tears. One more minute and the flames worrl'l

devour us! All hope was gone. Some were praying to God with uplrlt"i
arms, either for freedom or for faith to die in the faith!

At this ghastly moment salvation carne to us" A vclice orrl: r'l'

shouted, "Open the door!"
I ran to the door. "Who is it?"
"We!" answered someone.

It was the voice of saving angels - the American rnissionarv, i\l'
Lymnn, and one of the Near East Relief officials, Dr. Wilson. I llrr"1

open the tioor. White flags in their hands! Gendarmes with therrrl lt '

gatliered them in. When the mob outside saw these people, it abatttl,'t" 'l
its murderous plan. The Armenians, condertned to death, b€gan to srrrrl'

These brave souls, seeing that ttrre French had heachcn"r 'l

u'ithdrawn and that the rernainder of the Armenians were betrayctl. l" !

had daring enough to go out into the streets and to appeal to the r,, r' "
bed, Kuluj Ali, to Arslan Bey, and to the Turkish aghas. Il" "
intercession was fiuitful, and the Turks agreed to Spare uS on co,r{lrlt"'

that we hand over our guns and promise obedience. F-ive persotr,, " ' '

chosen, among them myself, and under the protection of gendarrrr,'

went to present ourselves ta the gete-a-bed. After twenty-three tl:ri '

war and irnprisonment, this was my first walk in the streets. But olr ! \t r' '

a horrible scene! Corpses, large and smail, corpses of nren, tr"r"
children, soldiers, trittered the snow-covered ground" Even carcl:"'
anirnals were scattered all over" The snow was red' Another Arrr'' '

section was in flarnes. Armed Turks prowled e\rerywltt'r''

bloodthirsty wolves.

".. What happened to the Annenians who fled with the French? For

10111.,1,r1 five clays about three thousancl men' women, and chiidren walked

'rrtl walked, hungry and thirsty, through deep snows, in the cold and

* rnd" The old, the ckrildren, the weak, the exhausted dropped and were

l,.li [r,uned in the snow.'lhey froze and slept the sleep of death' The rest,

.rlicr a thousand and one sufferings, reached Adana' On the way' more

rlrau half of tfie three thousand were lost. Of those who got to Adana,

ilriuly were taken into the hospitals to have their frozen hands and feet

,rrrrpr.ttated.

NeithertolaughnortoWeep'AMemoiroftheArmenianGerrocideby
Abraharn H. Harllnian' Tranlated from the Original Armenian

Marruscripts by Vartan Hartunian, Boston' 1968' pp' 132-'158'

***'

Extraits des rn6moires de Monseigneur JeanNaslianal

Les dvetrcments de Marache

Four le Diocdse de Marache, je possdde, entre autres' ffois exposds

tr0s s6rieux et trds dignes rle foi : le premier de I'Archev€que, Mgr'

Aryiarian, qui a eu une part prdponddrante dans les dvdnements de

Murache,lesecondael'nuuePascalMa'ldjiarr,etletroisidmedeMr'
l(ilphael Kherlakian, dd16gu6 i la censure de la Presse i constantinople,

et rromm6 ensuite par le Haut-commissariat Frangais au poste d'adjoint

el <le conseiller auprds du cornrnandement franqais du cercie d'Aintab

rlorrt relevaient Marache et Ourfa. De par leur position, ces trois hommes

ltrllltousindiqudspournOusdorurerdesrenseigrrementsprdcisetexacts
.l rueritent ainsi toute notre confiance'

Ces expos6s, tout en rappontant les mOmcs 6vdnenlents' envisagent

l.r situation sous des aspects diffdrents : les uns au point de vue

' , ,le siastique et historique' I'autre plutOt au point de I'ue politique et

',,rlrtlire. Ainsi les trois rappotls se cornpldtent, €t sans crainte de me

, pL'ler, je les citerai integralement pour clorurer une idee aussi exacte que

',, ..;rble de la situation i Marache"
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Extraits dw rapport de Monseigneur Arpiarian

1. Occupalion anglaise et /ranqaise

Les fbrces anglaises vinrent le 23 tdvrier 1919 e Maraclrr'
trmrnddiatement apr*s leur d6part tres forces frangaises occuptn'rrt
Mar:ache le ltt novernbre de la rn€me annde. I1 ne s'6tait pas elr('('r!

6crruli 3 mois que Ie 2A janvier 1920 les Turcs commenci:r,'r,t
l'rnsurrection A Kara-Beyekli, en y faisant feu sur les voitures milil:ur,
f.rangaises venant d'Aintab. Le lendemain le gdndral QucrL tt,

commemdant la piace de Marache fit rdunir au quartier le iocum-tentlrr:.,1,'
gouvemeur de la ville et quelques notabilit6s turques, il se plaignit i ,',''
de I'incident du jour prdc6dent. Sur leurs tergiversations, il en lit ',,

prisonniers.

Alors le rnercredi 21 iLlh. 1/2 de i'aprds-midi, un ag€nt dc 1r,,1r,,

turque montd sur la citadelle donna le signal du feu avec un ri:volr,, ,,

scn sp6cial. Chaque maison turque 6tait devenue une place lbrt,' I ,

restes des munitions de l"armde turque avec les fusils Maus€r, rlt rrrr, r

systdme, avaient 6t6 distril:u6s aux musulmans par les genciamrcs trrr,

avant I'arriv6e des Frangais au vu et au su des Anglais.
Les Armdniens n'avaient presque rien : de tout tcrnl', I

gouvernement les ayant trait6s de rdvolutionnaires m6me pour ulr (,,r!lr .''

de cuisine un peu gros.

Les maisons armdniennes et turques 6tant g6ndralernent rrr,'1, ,

les soldats frangais ne se trouvant que dans ies dglises Bnu(lnrr rr'

naturellement les chrdtiens quittaient. s'ils le pouvaierrt, luila'rrrrr, ',r 
'

maison pour se r6fugier dans les 6glises les plus proches.

Les Franqais se contentdrent de se d6fendre, seulement Al,',

Turcs passant A I'offensive, brfilirent tous les quartiers rrl,
s6par6s, firent d6loger les soldats des secteurs faibles et filassirt'r ll r

ceux des Arm€niens qui n'avaient pas pu se rdfugier aupris rl,',
frangais.

Les villages chr6tiens sans ddfense 6taient litt6ralenr.'rt 
'

entre autres Don-Kal6, Ydnidj6-Kal6 et Moudjouk-D6rcs'r
couvents des RR. PP. Franciscains, dont les trois srlpdrieurs , t ,r, 

'

laics ont et6 fu6s. Les chrdtiens de Don-Ka16 avec leur slrpt'r r, ',,
11E

Stdphano Yalinkatian ont dt6 br:fflds vifs dans ie couvent.
Ceux <ie y6nidjd_Kal6 avec leur supdrieur le T"R.F. AlbertoAtnarissa, ainsi que ceux de Moudouk-Ddressi avec le T"R.p. Francesco

rJc vittono et les Frdres Alfredo Dolleny et salvator sabbatini ont dtd
I usillis.

Ainsi tout ce qui avait nom chrdtien dans les villages, dispamt
curnpldtemenl vers Ie 5d.. ou 6e^.iour de I,insurrectjon.

sur 20'000 Arm'niens de 
'a 

ville 7.000 furent massacrds ; le restequi se trouvait dans res secteurs frangais fut sauvd. Dans l,enceinte ,eI'liv€chd, de la carhddrale etnde l'd;;;;, ;;;vair un secteur f,rangais, tousccrrx qui y 6taient rdfugids, catholiques, protestants et arminiens non_unisrilri dtaient prds de 4'000 et qui encombraient l'int*rieur cle *os b'tirnentsprdcitds furent sauvtis, grace a la vaillance des 23 soldats frangais de notrerecteur' Nous avons tiche de nourrir toute cette foule, autant qu,il etaitp'ssible, par nos provisions d'hiver ; m€me des Turcs, hommes, f,emmes,errlh'ts' qui s'6taient rdfugids chez nous, ont 6td nourris et prot6g6s-

. Pendant ce temps, les bandits d toute heure cJu jour et i" iu n"itfEisaie't assaut cont'e nctre 6v€ch6, la cath*drare et r,lcole , 
"hu*b."r,t'rtl'itlors, escaliers, cours, tout dtait exposd aux balles des assaillants quic""r'ycrent d maintes reprises de mettre le feu dans not 

" o"t"*f ,rouulvrrrs maitrisd l'incendie, rnais les Turcs lanqant f,orce bailes parvirnent dttt'r'tttlier notre dcole de gargons. Pendant que nous tdchions d,.teindre lel"r, (lcux de nos pr€tres avec un fidre rai, ainsi que plusieurs des fiddlesI'rrr'rr[ blesS.s ; tous gr6ce d f)ieu purent gu6rir, exceptd nore cher fidre
"rr,rlrcd Kezkenian, Ur.: 

9". !e 1s qui mourut des suites d,une grave',li ,,,uro au pied. Notre Ev6ch6 a fajtune grande pefie en .u prr.on r", ou.! r'rrrs'rds de 50 ans ce bon frdre l'avait seryi avec un zdre inlassabre.
L',incendie de l'dcole des gargons alrait gagner nos trois aures

'i" ''s' I'Evdchd, ra cathddrale eila nouvelle maison de nos religieuses' r'r\/ait aussi d'dcole pour nos filles, re tout situd autour d,rure cour et
' 1rrt' .djacent l'un d l'autre, dtait exposd d €tre d6vord par les flammes' ( 'eut 6td grand malheur pour nous, car nous aurio.s dt6 tout d fait

'rrrV€ft devant ,'es 
balles des assaillants ; mais heureusement, la' l'r'.vidence par un eclatant mirucle nous en a pr6serv6, car rorsquer ;'t:filpara de l,6cole des gargons, le vent ayant tout d,un coup,lt: direction, le feu l,a suivi et nous en avons dtd sauvds.
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L'incendie en ville contintla jusqu'au 7 fewier' On s'attentllt

toujours ir ce qu'on vint au secours du c6td cl'Islahi6' ce jour li rn6rnr: trrr'

forte colonne de 4.000 homrnes arriva ; on se croyait sauv6.

3" Etat pricaire et de terreur des chrdtiens abandonnds

Aprds la rekaite des Frangais, laissds i nous-m€mes' nous avons (lri

soutenir 1es assauts cle prds d'un rnillier de bandits qui, croyant qu'il r

avait encore des soldats franqais chez nous, n'ont pas osd franchir noltt'

seuil, mais ont continu6 leurs attaques de loin'

Le lendemain 12 fevrier, pendant que les bailes des assaillarrt.'

continuaient i siffler de plus beltre, voili qu'un missionnaire americain M

Luman, avec le docteur amdricain wilson s'6taient rendus chez les cht'|"

des insurg6s Ali Khaled Bey et Arslan Bey et les avaient pri6s de tenth''

le calme d la ville. Ils en regurent dans ce but I'ordre de leur amener l''"

chefs spirituels des diverses cornmunautds de la ville ; pr6c6d6s de l''

bannidre blanche et escortds de plusieurs bandits, ils vinrent donc norr"

appeler vers les 2 heures de I'aprds midi i I'Ev6ch6 ofi s'6taient clt'|'r

l.en gier les chefs spirituels des deux autres commurrautds protestante t t

grdgorienne .

Alors, nous, les 3 chefs spirituels, accompagn6s des sustlrl"

missionnaires et escortds des bandits, nous nous sommes rendus aLrpri

des susdits chefs des insurgds. Arslan Bey nous a tenu un dtscours t'rr

disant que le Gouvemement n'avait .jusque li pas de part dittr'

l,insurrection, qu'eux leS Nationalistes, avaient Soutenu leur cause, e't rltt'

maintenant qu'iis l'avaient gagnde par la retraite et la d6faite tl'

Frangais, leur action 6tait terminde, et qu'ils nous remettaient entrc l'

mainS du gouvemement et en montrant le locum-tenenS du gouverne)nl('rrl

il nous a dit : << vous devez d6sormais 6couter >; nous avons pris <:or11"

d,eux et nous sornmes rentrds i l'Ev0ch6, escortds des bandits. Dalls tt"'

pareille situation, il nous 6tait naturellernent impossible de faire otlc-trrr'

observation sur tant de milliers de victimes arm6niennes, fernltt, '

enfants, hornmes sans arrnes que se trouvaient sans d6fense loin tl'

secteurs frangais. Les chemins sur notre parcours dtaient.lonch6s tl'

cadavres des chrdtiens, femmes, enfants, homntes, soldats fratrgr"

dcoliers et 6cohdres cies 6coles maternelles qui avaient encore d lertr t ' "
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le petit sac de liwes scolaires. Quoique plusieurs de c<:s cadavres y
llrssent depuis plus de 3 semaines, grAce au froid excessif et d la neige, ils
rrc s'dtaient pas encore putr6fi6s.

Comme le feu continuait encore de la part des bandits, nous avons

lirit crier par pcrrtes et fen6tres que Heledj Ali Bey avait fait ia paix, qu'on
rlcvait cesser le feu. Les a.ssa.illants ont encore continu6 d tirer pendarlt

r;uelque ternps rnais d la fin ils ont cess6.

Le Gouvemement a enroyd des hornmes pour nous demander les

irrrnes. Nous avons rendu toutnce que nous avons pu trouver ; les quelques

lirsils que certains des r6fugi€s avaient achetds de leur propre argent pour

leur ddfense, et les quelques autres arrnes et rnunitions que le

rl6tachement frangais avait oubli6es, tout a 6t6 rendu ; et quoiqu'il n'en
rcst6t plus, cependant maintes fois on est venu nous demander d'aukes

armes ; malggd que nous ayions dit qu'il n'y en avait plus, ils ont i
plusieurs reprises op6r6 des perquisitions minutieuses et ils n'ont rien
lrouvd,

Fendant une quinzaine de jours on nous fit ddfense absolue de

sortir en ville, pendant ce temps les Turcs d6valisdrent toutes les maisons

chrdtiennes, et tudrent tous ceux des Arm6niens qui s'y dtaient encore

cachds, br0ldrent des centaines de maisons des chrdtiens rien que pour le
hon plaisir de brtrler. Presque chaque jour ils pdndtraient et ddvalisaient

rune grande partie des effets de ceux des chr6tiens qui se trouvaient

rtllirgi6s dans les divers secteurs, prdtextant que ces effets leur

lppartenaient.
Lorsqu'on nous permit de circuler en ville, Ies injures pleuvaient de

toutes parts, les corvdes furent impos6es de force, de telle sorte que les

r:hrdtiens 6taient forcds aux plus abjects services.

Le Gouvernement lui-m6me a fait construire par corv6es dans

l'rnt6rieur du S6rail deux bAtisses I'une pour la gendarmerie et l'autre
pour le poste de la Direction de police. Les plus trelles pierres de ces

lr:itisses 6tajent apport6es des maisons incendi6es des notables chrdtiens.

r lrr d6molissait les murs les plus solides pour en prendre les meilleures

I'r()rres; le reste etait emportd dans les maisons turques sans aucune
,,lrservations de la part du Gouveinement. Outre 1es pierres, les autres
,,rrrldriaux et les travaux gratis, on nous demandait de I'argent pour payer
, . ing6nieurs, les rnenuisiers et maitres-maqons de telle sorte que ce
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iiil

pauwe peuple qui n'avait absolument rien, ni vetements, ni couverlrrr,",

ni maison et.qui rnanquait m€me du pain quotidien, a dt6 oblige dittrr '.',

noire misdre d payer de grandes sofllmes pour |a construction de ccs,l,'rt,

b6tisses. Ils ont encor€ 6t6 forcds de rdparer la caseme rnilitaire incrltt,lr,"-

; nous n'avons rien pay6 pour cette bfitisse mais nous avons 6td oblilltr:r ,1,,

fournir des habits aux soldats. Les pierres pour cette r6paration (rlrt r'lt1

apportdes des sdpulcres du cimetidre chr6tien qui n'est plus mainlr.'rr;rrrl

qu'un champ.

Pour dmouvoir la piti6 du Gouvemement envers les chrdtiens. rr,'rrr

avons pr6sent6 une supplique en le priant de donner les ordres n6cess:tttet

pour qu'on n'opprime pas tant ces pauwes. Le Gouvernement a p:rtld

notre supplique ir la direction de police qui a appeld les trois t lr"fl
spirituels ; fi'avais envoyd mon vicaire ir ma place), il les a tous Ic! lrillt

accueillis avec injures et combl6s d'outrages, et il s'est tellement ctttlrrrtl€

qu'il a donnd un coup de poing si fort iL ia figure du ministre pr6lt':,lartl

qu'il I'a bless{ au sang. Ces pauwes aprds avoir requ ces Outrages, rtttl r'l*

heureux d'6tre laissds ljbres. Le Gouvemement qui en a eu connai:;',rttl e

ne lui a fait aucune observation.

Pendant que nous attendions que le calme parfait se r6tablrs',, ' "rr
fit disparaitre plusieurs jeunes gens chr6tiens, on emprisonna pltt',t' rtt-

des fils des Kherlakians et des principaux des Arrndniens (')rrr!lF

coupables dans l'af,faire de l'insurrection. Aprds plusierlr s rrr"r=

d'emprisonnement le tribunal les d6clara exempts ; rnais sur les rrrt rrr" =

des Nationalistes ils ont 6td envoyds avec leurs procds-verbaux it ( ', !I

or) presque un an aprds, A I'entente franqaise avec Ankar?, ils,'t,t i

lib6r6s.

Extraits du rdcit de I'abh,! Pa'scal lu[aldjian

Le 21 janvier 1920,le mercredi de cette mdme semaitre r','r

les Turcs attaqudrent les Arm6niens et la gueffe sanguinaire c()trrrrr' ',

Elle a dur6 jusqu'au 12 fdvrier i920. Durant ces trois r,, i,'

l'hdroisme des Armdniens a atteint son comble. Incendies, tk:trr,,i

famine, morts, blessures, massacres des prisonniers, n'ont pir rlr ' "
ce peuple indomptable. Pius de trois mille personnes se r61ir1'r, r

notre Eglise. On forma des comites de ravitaillement (toul (i'.r1,,,
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lcs enfants, les bless6s, ies femrnes, puis pour les autres), d'hygidne, de

discipline et de rnunitions. L'Eglise, conune toutes les autres nuisons
it attaqude continuellement. de jour et de nuit. Vers le 5 fdvrier, le

I Ilufieux ne parvenant pas d avoir des nouvell€s de Marache, y
quelques avions. Cette visite adrienne br:isa les reins des Turcs. A

suit I'arlvde d'une colorrne militaire, Ie 1O fevrier. Aprds le passage

avions, le 8 ou le 9 fbvrier, des reprdsentants de la municipalit6 turque

un armistice avec le Colonel Epinidre pour rendre la ville le 11

ier. Le commandant de ia colo'rme, se basant sur les rapports regus

a!'iateurs, porte I'ordre du gdndral Dufieux pour dvacuer tout de suite

vllle, se joindre d la colonne et se retirer ir Adana. Quelle d6cision

et d6sastreuse pour ces hdros qui pendant des semaines mdmora-
avaient versd leur sang et perdu tout ce qu'ils possddaient, et

ieurs membres de leurs familles -- iaiss6s maintenant sans protection

l'abattoir turc i la merci des ennemis. Le I fevrier, aprds avoir
de mettre le feu i notre Eglise, ils r6ussirent d I'incendier en

par l'6cole. Pour arrdter cet incendie, nous nous exposiimes

mes compagnons et rnoi-mdme - soit au fbu incessant des fusils turcs,

Dlt i I'incendie pour le limiter entre les murs de l'Ecole. Nous y

iluasimes au prix de plusieurs morts et blessds fie fus moi-rn6rne blessd

$+lessus du genou par une balle) et nous p0mes sauver ainsi trois mille
illlrgids, I'Eglise et 1'Ev6che"

La pr6sence de la colonne militaire ranTmait mdme les blessds

ttttttlniens. C'6tait (nous le croyions h6las... [sic]) rrne f,€te, avec rnusique,

r,ltnttls, embrassernents. Fendant toutes ces trois semaines, j'avais cddd

tttn chambre au capitaine Joly et je n'avais pas pu enlever rnes soulisrs, ni
tttrr srlutane de mon dos. Je ne savais (alors) pour quelle raison le

'iifrtl11i11s, lanuit du Il fevrier I9ZA,me dit:<< Fascal, j'aipiti6 de toi, ttl
,' lrrligud, occupe ta chambre cette nuit et repose-toi >. Ce que j'ai fait"
, r 'rrrl lollt besoin de repos et rassurd par: la situation crd6e par la prdsence
r l,r r;olonne rnilitaire. Vers les 3 heures du rnatin du 12 fdvrier, on me

', rllc en hite. < Que faites-vous donc ? Nous somflles abandonnds,
* r; p&r les Frangais >. Je leur rdponds : << C'est ridicule >>. .Te visite
,r, ll garnison... [sic] outre notre groupe de volontaires, il ne restait que

l,lrrcs blesses franqais" C'est incroyable, irnpossible... [sic]. Ils doivcnt
,r iln plan secret pour entourer les ennernis entre deux feux.

123



Sur leurs tables, I'argenterie, la vaisselle, soirt abandonndes arvct

qr.lelques munitions par-ci, par-ld. Je rdveille noh'e Ev€que, ies n,rtablcs.

on discute de la sitnation jusqu'd cinq heures. Nous sommes presque tou:i
d'accor,J avec notl€ Ev6que polir penser que c'est un plan de comtr;it

final... [sic]. En doutant de cela, je m'unis d trois autres arm6nicrr',
catholiques, arm6s jusqu'aux dents. Avec la pernission et 1a b6n6dictiorr
de rnon Ev€que, nclus pr"enons le chemrn entre eau, incendie et fusillarl,'
pour rejoindre la colonne dans les champs, ii 8 kms. de la ville" Nou:; v

arrivons ; je retrouve Ie capitaine Joly, je lui reproche sofl rn&ileue rl.

parole. J'dcris une lettre au cornrnandant de la colonne pour m'inforrrrt''
de leur plan, pour en aviser ensuite i tout prix l'Ev€ch6. .I'ai encorc :,',
r6ponse 6crite par son secrdtaire, sur une page de carnet. Rdp<>rr:;,

dvasive... [sic]. N,rus essayons d'envoyer des dmissaires qui sont sujct', ,r

la fusiliade des Sdndgalais.

Vers 5 heures de l'aprds-rnitli, le cornmandant clonne lnordle .1r',

soient enr6lds coflrme soldats ceux qui ont pu se r6fugier 2r ieur corrp (.rir

nombre de 3.000 A 4.000) et qu'ils se disposent d la grande retraite \'{ r

Adana, d dertx heures du matin de i3 f6vrier 1920. L'heure lugrrl,,,

sonne. La neige est tomb6e toute la nuit et il en tombe encore... [sicl. I

soldats, les b€tes rle somme, les pauvres rdfugi6s, le crpur et le corl'
sanglants, s'acheminent conune moi, ver$ el Oghloo et puis vers A,Jarr.'

[sic]. Il fallait s'ouvrir un chernin inconnu dans la neige, eri atlerlr,"
ddjd trois pieds de hauteur, i laquelle s'ajoutait d chaque non-renl ',,'
ternp6te de neige jarnais vue dans ces parages. On marcha p€ndanl lr,',
jours, n'ayant pour toute nourriture et boisson que de la neige. On rrr,,"

tait les rnontagnes, on les descendait pour' les remonter et Les redesct'rr, i,

car on perdait i'orientation : nouvel Israel qui cherohait la Terre I'rrrr,,,

de la Cilicie. Devenir fbu n'6tait que la moindre cles angoissers morlr ll
Nous allions affarnds, fatiguds, sans sornneil depuis 3-4 semaines, rr.''
dans le cceur d'avoir quittd la ville natale en flammes et i Ia mt:r{ r ,i

Turcs qui y retoumaient triornphants, apres avoir vu s'en dior1,,rr,,

fameux rdgiment du < 412 >>, le ddsespoirdans I'Ame parce que n()rl

savions qr"rel destin nous attendait d chaque pas. On rnarchait... [sr, I

que les jambes pouvaient nolls trainer... [sic]. On marchait pour r,,

mourir de froid".. [sic] on rnarchait pour ne pas devenir la proie clc., l,

et des Turcs... [sic] on marchait pour apercevoir une h;rnii:r '
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entendre le sifflet d'un train... [sic]
Lorsque je rne trouvais sur le point de cdder A la fatigue et mouranl

de sommeil, je me rappelle... [sic] 6tre tombd las, derni-morl, contre ma
volontd, comrne tant de centaines de soidats sdndgalais et algdriens qui
embnassant leur f'usil et s'appuyant contre un arbre ou contre un rocher
rcstaient lir, sentineiles 6temelles de ce passage de la nouvelle Mer Rouge
tlu sang a.nndnien".. Lsicj. Oh !jamais l'orateur Ie plus dmdit, le podte Ie
plus sublirne ne pourraient vous nan€r la scdne de ces victimes de la
l.raversde de cette mer, ou plut6t de cet ocdan de neige. A chaque rndtre,
on vr:yait une fernme, une mdre avec gon bdb6 d son sein, un homme dg6,
un bless6, dormant sur les cdtds du sentier ouvert par les poitrines de ceux
qui pouvaierlt encore rnarcher. Je tornbe, dis-.je, comme tant d'autres pour
cc scim-tneil dternel, lon;que je sens quelqu'un me frapper ia joue pour me
rdveiller de ce somrneil fatal".. fsic_l je regarde... [sic] c'est un volontaire
rrrmdnien qui m'avait pr€td sa tente, sa couverfure et des joumaux <<

lluu"{nik > somrne matelas d mon arriv6e de lr4arache au camp de la
r:olonne. I1 me gronde tendrement, il me souldve, il m'aide ir reprendre la
trrarche 1irrc6e... [sic]. Ii ouvre son sac, il me dit en secret : << c'est
tlelendu de disposer de ce seul pain sans perniission - car c'est notre
rk:midre ration - rnais prendsJe, rlange-Ie"." [sic]" 11 dtait aussi dur et
hltnr: que tra neige que nous pi6trnions. Quei pain. Pain cle vie, dirais--ie

l)r'csque. Je le ronge, petit A petit, autanf pour m'en nourrir que pour
,ublier, si c'6tait possible, la longuerir du trajet tragique.." [sic].

Vers la fin de la troisidme.journ6e - a l0 heures - ciel 1j'entends
, t sifflet du train... [sic]. J'arrirre avec tous ceux qui avaient surv6cu i
, r'ltc marcire de mort , i la prernrdre petite vitrle elrdtieruie occupde par
,1,':, I,'rangais ori il y a une station de train pour Adana.

Ex*aits de l'expose de M. ilaytattaeil Kherltrkiau,

N . Sitwation politique et trtilitaire clans !es secteurs d',li'ntob et d.e

Marache

[-es troupes fianqaises faisant la reldve des Anglais avalent ocnupe

l,lrrs grande pafiie de la Cilicie. Mais sous nrenace de mort, ies
,r,riistes ievaient des bancles rl'attaqLre et de rnassacre qui., en Crtrrcie,
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se rasseillblaient d Goksune, Albistan, Azizi{, Char, Hadjine, et Sis, qrrr

apparaissaient ir Erz6rourn, Srnyrne, Marache, Ourfa, Aintab, Killis,
Adana, et qui disparaissaient pour se refonner ailleurs ; aussi I'inqui4tu<i,.
dtait-elle g€ndrale en Turquie. Dds le mois de septembre 19tr 9, en maintt::,
occasions, des razzias dtaient opdrdes par ces bandes de << tchdtds >> sur le:,

d6tachements frangais et sur les Arm6niens ; les Ch6rifies d leur torrr
appuyaient ie mouvernent nationalistes contre la France et les Amrdniens.

Depuis octobre 1919, Kernal envoyait continuellernent des armc:;
aux rnusulrnans de Marache et les rapports qui parvenaient au Cercle rhr

Commandant frangais d'Aintab, dont relevait ce district, prenaient ur)(.

note de,plus en plus alarmante. C'est pourquoi le g6n6ral Br6monrl,
administrateur en chef de la Cilicie, avait ddcide d'installer ir Marache rrrr

gouvemeur militaire frangais charg€ de contr6ler I'activitd rllr
gouvernement local ture et nomma A cet effet le capitaine Andrd qrrr

ariva le 24 novembre. I-es Turcs avaient, cle temps irnm6morial.
l'habrtude de hisser le drapeau turc sur la forteresse de la ville tous lc:,
vendredis, cotnme embldme de leur foi musulmane. Le capitaine Andr6 1,.

fit enlever et remplacer par le drapeau frangais, d'oir erneute dt.:,

rnusulrnans qui montent i l'assaut de la forteresse, affachent les couleur:,
fi"angaises et hissent de nouveau leur drapeau. Devant I'explosion de lrr

coldre musulmane, le capitaine Andrd prend peur et s'enfuit de Maraclr,.
pour venir demander du secours au colonel Flye Sainte-Marie, d Aintalr
Ce secours lui ftrt refus6. Depuis lors, les Turcs s'enhardirent davantali,.
et s'armdrent A. outrance ; l'6toile de Moustapha Kernal grandissait t.r

prenait aux yeux <,les musulmans de Cilicie et d'Anatolie un dclat plrr:.

impressionnant... [sic] et c'est A la sr:ite de cet dvdnement qu'il transf6nrrr
de I'Arm€nie turque son Quartier Gdndrai i Ankara et d6ciarait la guc.rr,

aux Aml6niens et aux dtrangers.
A Bazardjik, plaine qui relie la province de Marache i ccll,

d'Aintab, 800 tchetes dirig6s par Kilidj Ali prenaient les routes des cr€tt',,
Par ailleurs, l'activite nationaliste se renforgait dgalement d Ourfa r",
2.000 fusils et des millions de cartouches 6taient distribuds au,
musulmans par Ali Saib, ancien massacreur d'Arm6niens et d6i6guc ,1,

Kemal.

4. Bataille de Marache

L,e lendernain Fe 21 janvierl a midi et quart les premiBres balles
rrrrques de mon quartier crdpitaient sur ma. maison ; c'etait la bataille de
Marache qui avait commenc6.

Je ne m'6tendrai pas sur les horreurs que vicut lr4arache du 21
yrnvier au 9 fevrier, jour de l'6vacuation. Le prernier jour m€me cle
I'insurrection, les six positions frangaises dtaient coupdes par les Turcs ;
chaque secteur agissait i sa guise et subissait de multiples assauts de jour
et de nuit, en m6me temps que les Turcs mettaient le feu aux quartiers
chrdtiens. ceux qui tombaient dans ieurs mains dtaient massacrds sur
place sans rdpit ; ceux qui avoisinaient les secteurs frangais s,y
rdfugiaient et c'est ainsi que l'6glise franciscaine, l'dglise arrndnienne
catholique, l'orphelinat allemand, tenus par les Frangais, abritaient
chacun des milliers d'enfants, de femmes et d'hommes qu'il fallalt
nourrir, les cll€tiens n'ayant rien pu emporter de chez eux.

Dans chaque quartier de Marache, il y avait de 3 d 5 mosqudes avec
rninarets construits en pierres des plus solides avec des meuftridres
percdes tous les deux mdtres le long de la hauteur qui dominait les rues et
I'intdrieur des rnaisons chrdtierrnes ; les Arm6niens sous les balles tir6es
de ces meurtridres tombaient dans leurs chambres, dans leurs cours
pourtant fermdes de murs de cl6ture. Mgr. Arpiarian lui-m€me dtait visd
d'une de ces meuftridres au rnolnent de se lever de son lit, de bon matin,
par miracle, Ia balle passa un peu au dessus de sa t6te et s'enfonqa dans le
mur sans l'atteindre. Et il y avait au moins 60 minarets dans toute la
ville... [sic]. Bref; sur tous les points les Turcs avaient ia direction et la
libertd du mouvement. Les chrdtiens n'avaient, en tout et pour tout,
c1u'une quarantaine de fusils leur appartenant : ils suppliarent les Frangais
<le les laisser s'emparer des mosqu6es afin de pouvoir rdtablir les
communications entre les secteurs franEais. Leur demande fut rejetee,
sous prdtexte que ces mosqudes et minarets dtaient des dtablissernents
rcligieux - dont les Turcs se servaient pourtant bien adroitement -. Un
volontaire arminien, au p6ril de sa vie, accepta de porter au gdn6ral un
rnessage que je lui adressai, le priant instamment d'agir avec plus de
vigueur. Ma lettre lui parvint et il se d6cida i tirer deux conps de canon
',rrr I'un des multiples minarets, dont I'exkdmit6 seule croula, le reste
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continuant}rservirdeparaventauxcombattantsturcs...[sic]etenlrt'
temps ies massacres continuaient de plus trelle : un millier d'hommes, tl''

femmes et d'enfants avaient 6td trainds i la grande mosqu6e appeide ''

oulou-Djami > et li' Bayizad6,l,imam, assist6 des bandes, leur coupait Il,

t€te ; l'6glise arm6nienne de la Sainte vierge avait6t6 cern6e et tous lc:'

Arm6niens des maisons et des quartiers d'alentour s'y 6taient r6fugi6s (.:rr

se retirant pas i pas sous la garde d'une quinzaine de volontaires a{rncs

ils y r€sistaient Jepuis trois jours aux assauts perp6tuels des musulrnans.

qui parvinrent a arroser de pdtrole l'6glise et y mirent le feu. De tous lt'r'

pol"t. de la ville, on entendait les cris d6chirants des femmes, clc:'

enfants, qui y br0laient. Le vent transportait dans toutes les directions tlt'

la ville les flammes et les voix des sinistrds appelant au secours' A ZS0

mdtres plus loin, i vol d'oiseau il y avait les forces du cornmandarrt

corneloup : les volontaires de la Ldgion armdnienne qui dtaient sous s(':'

ordres I'avaient suppii6 de les laisser partir au secours de l'6g1ise en fetr

ils essuydrent un ,"fu. net et c'est ainsi que des milliers d'innocerrlr'

moururent dans les atrOces souffrances du feu, i deux pas et SOuS le rtt"'

des Frangais.
plusieurs fois par jour et la nuit, au milieu du bruit assourdissarrl

des balles turques, se detachait dans I'air un 6clat avec un bruit sec, clrrrt

l,6cho ressemblait au cri de chacal: c'6tait toujours le signal de l'attatlr'

g6n6ra1e sur tous les secteurs ; alors, la ville entidre 6tait dans un vacarllr|

d'enfer"
Le quartier oir nous habitions ayant br0l6, deux milie Arm6rrit rr"

no,rs avaient suivis la nuit pour rejoindre la maison de mon beau-1ttr'

situ6e sur une hauteur, d6nornm6e < Eoulgourdjoular r> qui est devc,ttt'

celdbre par sa r6sistance hdrorque : une maison de trois 6tages, avc(l rrrI

petite cour fermde... [sic] 2.000 Armdniens ont v6cu ld, ir 1'6tage inf(i'r''r'

pendant prds d'un mois ! on n'osait m6me pas pour une rninute, m()rrlt I

au" dtages supdrieurs pour €n appofter des provisions, mcme la ntrrt

tellement 6tait intense la fusillade des Turcs : 4 Armdniens tombirt'r'r

sous les balles, la t€te fracassde, pour avoir os6 monter aux 6lrrr''

sup6rieurs, parmi lesquels ma tante... [sic]. Quelques jours apri:s, t ,

maison elait ir sec et il n'y avait plus rien pour nourrir la populzrtl"r'

fsic] les demiers chats, le demier cheval avaient 6td mang6s ; et lt' r,

tlacial, et la neige faisaient aussi des victimes ; la dysente.t-',t','
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comrnencd" Plusieurs assauts de milliers de << tchetds >r sur cette maison
furent repouss6s par l0 Armdniens arrnds, les seuls combattanis
commandds par S6hak, mon cousi'. Des sordats frangais installds d c6td,
d I'dglise protestante, ne cornprenant rien i ce genre cre guerre, tornbaient
sans rndme pouvoir tirer une balle.." isic] que de parivres jeunes gens,
parmi eux, gravement bless6s firrent soignds dans leurs dem.ilrs moments
par ma pauvre femme qui remplagait leur nmrnan de Fr.ance : plusieurs
mounrrent de la gangrdne, car il n,y avait ni m6decrn, ni mddicament"

cependant, le B fewier, res << tclzetds > d6co*ragds par l'arrivde sur
la plaine de Marache de ra colonne Nonnand, avaient 6vacu6 plusieurs
quartiers et pds la fuite dans la direction d,Albistan... [sic]. Nos
Arrndniens purent ainsi calmement envahir ces quartiers et leurs maisons
inhabitdes ori les Turcs, en tiryant, avaient laissd t'utes leurs provisions
d'hiver, d 2 heures de I'aprds-midi. par des tranchdes qui nous mettaient
en relations avec l,Egfise arm6nieme_catholique, j,allai voir, en
compagnie de mon oncle Agop Effendi, le ddputd et son fils Joseph
Kerlakian, Monseigneur Arpiarian" notre Archevdque qui nous avait
convieis i une conference sur la situation. il dtftit entouri de quelques uns
de ser; pr€tres ; l'un de ces demiers avait dmis l'6ventualit6 d'une
dvacuation frangaise et, ii notre i'su, en avait fait courir re bruit.
L'Archevcque n'osait formuler ce soupgon, mais nous sentions bien qu'il
dtait immensdment inquiet et angoissd en rui-m6me" Nous rdpondimes
qu'une pareille action ne pourait jamais venir des Frangais, qrre c'dtait
mdrne une abs*rditd que d'y penser et une insr.rrte pour l'honneu'
liangais, d'autant que les Turcs activaient reur propre evacuation de la
ville, et no*s ajoutdmes que ce matin un hodja turc aveugle que les ndtres
avaient saisi, nous avait confid sous semrent sur Allah et Mahomet que
les Turcs dvacuaient la ville depuis trois.iours, que res bandes de << tckhtds
> partaient egalernent a Albistan et autres iocalitcis dloigrdes, quite i
rcvenirbeaucoup plus tard avec des forces plus nombreuses"

5. Retraite des h.oupes frangaises

Dans la nuit rlu B au 9 f6vner, par un tioid et un vent sibinens,
rr.us vimes que la grande caseme turque, ddpot ri'annes et cie nrunitions,
,rlude prds du quafiier gdn6ral frangais et occup6e par les tloupes
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frangaises, #tait incendide, siirement par les autoritds militaircs

frangaises"." [sic]. Nos dix volontaires arrn6niens vinrent nous dire qrtc

cela presageait pour nous le plus grand des malheurs ; notre abandon pat

les Frangais et leur retraite de Marache ! Dans cette anxi6td mortelle norrs

alttendirnes... [sic]. Les d6tachements franqais qui tenaient le templt'

protestant. pr6s de notre rnaison, nous dirent qu'ils avaient regu l'ordre dt'

rejoindre la colonne Normand, en vue de faite tln mouvemorl

,C'encerctrernent entier de la ville et de ne laisser 6chapper aucun << tcheli'

> et ils nous pri&rent de tenir nos positions sous le couvert du drapeart

frangais. Ncus crfrmes ir leur parcltre, mais pour notre malheur' car no\rs

aurions pu facilement rejoindre cette plaine de Marache. Nous aftendiorr:'

ayec an-,ti6td les premidres lueurs du matin qui nous montrdrent que lrr

s*r.ionne Norma.nd avec les troupes f,ranqaises de Marache s'6tait ddpiacc''

etqu'elles'dtaitrniseenroutedansladirectiond'Adana!Norr:'
apprenions en m€me temps que les ddtachernents franqais se trouvanl :t

l$glise anndnienr:.e catholique, avaient inform6 notre Archev6que rl''

x,6vacuation ddfinitive spus le sceau rju secret et I'avaient pri6 de l'':'

aacom'pagner. Le digrre prdlat avait refus6, pr6fdrant nrourir ir la t6te .lr'

ses ouailles*. L'dvacuation de 1'6g1ise avait eu lieu pendant que torrl l'

nionde dormait... [sic] bientot I'alarme dtait donn6e, quelques Arrn6nicrr,,

au pdril cle leur vie s'enfuirent de I'Eglise et purent rejoindre les l'ran5:irr"

M6rne chose au seoteur rie i'orphelinat atriemand. Quant aux Armenit'r'"

de I'Eglise latine, une partie put rejoindre les Franqais et la plttp:r't

d'entre eux (environ 2.000) moururent ia nuit suivante le long des r<lrrl' '

sr:us la bise gtraciaie et la tourmente de neige ; ext6nn6s, ils s'dtend:rr"'t

sur la couche de neige pour ne plus se r6veiller"' [sic]'
Revenons,i la ville. Le soleil s'6tait levd, radieux' Nous strivt.r'

des yeux cette colonne Normand et les troupes de Qtr6rett€ continlt;trtl 'r"

loin leur marche vers Is1ahi6."" [sic]. Nous tinrnes conseil. Que lirrr'

Rester, c'etait se vouer au massacre, partir dans un coup ddsespirtr'''

des fernmes et des enfants, et sans afines, c'6tait attssi la lnort"' l r' !

D6ji,nousdistinguionssurtouteslescr€tesentOufantl'inmensevi|lt.t
rnilliers et des milliers de < tchdtds >> qui revenaient et affluaient v''r

ville, ayant constat€ le d6part des Franqais'

Une partie des milliers d'Arrn6niens qui se trouvaient rl:rr'

maison cle mon beau-pdr.e et au tempie protestant, dans un tl(rrrl'
i30

d6sespoir, partirent pour rejoindre coirte que coffte les Frangais ; gclO

mdtres plus loin, ils dtaient exterminds. Fanni eux, se trou,vaient mnn
oncle Agop, le d6put6, sa femrne et sa fille. LIne cleuxidme tentative eut le
mdme sort, seules quelques personnes, purent faire retour en arri0re,
ayant constald quc toutes les issues 6taient d6ja prises par ies Turcs.

Nous barricadames et continuAmes la lntte sous le drapeau franqais
jusqu'au soir du 9. Nous n'avions plus que quelques cartouches. Nous
d6cidimes d'abandonner notre position et de nous joindre aux Arrn6niens
qui se trouvaient ir I'Eglise. catholique, autour de notre Archev€que...
[sic]. Ld, nous passarnes une nuit abominable, les assauts des Turcs pour
s'emparer de l'6glise ou pour I'incendier 6taient continuels... [sic] et 15
hommes seulement d6fendaient ce secteur, parce qu'il n'y avait que 15
fusils. Et ceia dura quarante huit heures... [sicj. I-es Turcs nous criaient de
nous rendre" Dans toute la ville, les Armdniens ne disposaient que de 40
fusils et le peu de munitions qu'ils avaierrt touchait a sa fin. Ils r6sistdrent
dans tous les secteurs avec la demidre vigueur. Au plus fort d,une de ces
luttes, nous v?rnes arriver a la cathddrale arm6nienne catholique deux
parlementaires porteurs de drapeaux blancs ; c'dtait le docteur wilson,
prdsident de la croix Rouge am6ricaine, et Mister r,yrnan, chef de la
Mission protestante am6ricaine, qui s'entremettaient pour la cessation clu
combat. Les Turcs r6clamaient la reddition de nos annes qu,ils croyaient
innombratrles et nous proposaient en retour la vie sauve. Nous tinmes
conseil sous la prdsidence de notre Archev6que, assist6 des chefb des
deux autres communaut6s armdniennes ; nous n'avions plus de
carlouches, nous dtions coupds de tout ; continuer la lutte dans ces con-
tlitions, c'dtait vouer tout le peuple au massacre ; se livrer, nous offrait
pout 6tre une chance de salut. c'est ce demier parti, prdconisd par
I'Archevdque, que nous avons choisi. L'ordre de cesser le ftu fut d'nnd
rlans les trois secteurs. Les << tchdtes >> occripdrent irnmddiatement ies
portes de ces 6tablissements et ne laissdrent entrer ni sortir personne.
l)t:ux heures aprds, on ouvrait ies portes. Nous rendimes les armes, et les

'lrapeaux frangais sous lesquels, d la place des Frangais, nous avions
, ruubattu jusqu'au bout, furent descendus par les Turcs, pidtin6s et jetds
rrrx water-closets.

Sur les 30.000 Armdniens qui habitaient avant ces evdnements
', l,r.ache et les villages voisins, 20.000 rnoururent massacr6s pendant les
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6v6nements ou gel6s le long des routes durant la retraite. Il ne restait plus

en ville que 10.000 Armdniens, prisonniers et esclaves des Turcs !'.. [sic].

Aprds la reddition des Armdniens, des perquisitions d'armes furent

opdr6es dans les trois secteurs armdniens, car les Turcs ne comprenaient

point comment nous avions pu r6sister avec 40 fusils pendant deux jours

contre des assauts terribles mends par des milliers et des milliers de

tchtltds : ils durent d la fin se convaincre de la r6a1it6 ; mais cela ne les

empdcha point de refaire encof€ des fouilles et plusieurs fois par la suite.

Le peuple arm6nien 6tait dans une grande misBre. On n'avait pas de

quoi manger et il 6tait interdit, au d6but, aux musulmans de ravitailier les

Armdniens. Mais I'intdr6t personnel devenant plus fort, ils commencdrent

i vendre un peu de pain au poids de I'or, au prix de bijoux de grande

valeur... [sic]. Des rues, ils nous montraient du pain et criaient : << crevez

de faim, sales chrdtiens! >> La ville entidre f€ta pendant 10 jours sa <

victoire >> sur les Frangais et les fanfares circulaient dans les rues avec des

milliers de drapeaux, promenant sur le bout d'un pieu la t6te d'Agop

Kherlakian d6put6 arm6nien catholique, qu'ils avaient coup6e, et criaient

: << Gloire ii notre prophdte ! mort aux chrdtiens ! >>

Les mdmoires rle Mgr. Jean Naslian dv^que de Trebizonde sur les

tlvdnements politico-religieux en Proche-orient de l9I4 d 1928,

v. II, Beyrouth-Yienne, s. d., pp- 258-264, 277-282, 288-293'
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The Massacres in Cilicia

In the House of Lords yesterday, :

Lord Stanmore, in reply to Viscount Bryce, said the Govemment
had rr:ceived no information on the position in Armenia and in Cilicia
other than that reported to the High Commissioner at Constantinople by
Mr. Flarold Brislon, who left Adana on February 4. According to this

repor{ the inhabitants of seyen Armenian,villages in the neighborhood of
Adanil were rnassacred, the victims being estimated at about 1.500. the
two American relief workers, Messrs. Johnrtone and Perry, were also

stated to have been rnurdered between,A,intab and Killis.
Later communications have appeared in the press relating to firrther

massacres and disturbances in this district. His Majesty's Govemment
was in communication with the French Govemment and 'with his

Majesrty's representative in Constantinople. With regard to these reports

the Peace Conference at the present moment were actively engaged on

the question, and the Arrnenian and Greek populations of the Turkish

lirnpire might be sure that promises made to thern would be redeerned,

but it was impossible to report from day to day ttre progress of these

discussions.

Viscount Bryce said he had receivBd further informatir:n showing

lhat the slaughter which hari taken place was even greater than he had

hclieved to be the case. It described the state of panic which existed over

tlrc country owing to the presence of these bands as being of the gravest

nlrture, showing that the case was one of extreme urgency.

Manchester Guardian, 19. 11. 1920.

Extrait de l'article Les dvdnements de Cilicie

Notre corresponcJant d'Adana nous dcrit le 30 janvier :

Ce qrii c,:rnplique la tiLche de nos troupes, c'est Ie froid terrible qui
, rt tlans la rdgion montagneuse <Je Marache. En bien des endroits, on a
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de la neige jusqu'au cou. Le ravitaillement, sur rles pistes s.rr,,
irnpraticables, se heurte i de formidabres difficultds. Et cepenrr.,,r ,,
forces de Marache cloivent d'urgence €tre ravitailrdes en virrres, cr :,rrr r,
en munitions. Ce n'est que par un tour de force qu'on y parviendra.

Temps, 23. II. l,' ,'

***

La lettre d,A. Tchobaian i M. L. Barthoua2

D6l6gation Nationale Armdn ir.r r r i,

Paris, le 26llll lt, 'tl

Monsieur 1e Prdsidenta3

Je vous envoie copie d'une d6p€che que notre D6l6gation a r.(.\ ni
hier d'Alexandrie. Elle nous est adressde par une perso'ne sdrieuscr, Nr,"'
Essayan, 

'ne femme de leflres de grand talent, qui a fait ses dt'trt.:, ,r

Paris, et une admiratrice fervente de la France. Elre doit avoir regrr ,,, .,

renseignements des gens venus de cilicie en Egypte. La situatiorr r..,r
donc tres grave" Marache 6tant dvacu6e par les forces frangaises, il firil,rrr
du resfe s'attendre d un ddsastre. Il y avait environ 40.000 Armdnicrr:, ;r
Marache, pour ia plupart les survivants des massacres et des d6portalr.rr,.
qui dtaient venus s'y r6fugier; en plein hir,.er, un grand nombre clc t, ..

malheureux n'ont pu s'dcrrapper et ont 6t6 massacr6s par les barrrr,...
de klustafha Kemal qui sont entrds dans ra ville ainsi que par les habitrrrrr,,
turcs de Marache. Depuis des rnois, la Ddldgation arm6nienne, ici, cr r,..,
autontds arm6nierures en cilicie prdvoyaient re d6sastre, demarrcr,rt.rrr
qu'on d6sarme les Turcs (qui s'armaient ouvertement) et qu,on donnc rr,...
annes aux populations arm6niennes pour qu'elles puissent se d6fendrc ,.r,cas d'agression ; on n'a pas acc6d6 i ces demandes, r.'
disant: <D6sarmer les Turcs c'est difficile, arrner les Armd'iens, c,(.,,r
dangereux >. Ainsi nos pauvres rdfugies n,ont eu aucun moyen rl,
ddfense quand les massacreurs sont arriv6s. si Maracrre est nlenacr.r
Adana peut l'€t'e demai', et i Adana ir y a une masse de retullrt
armdniens' Et da's une certaine presse de penis, la campagnc ,r,
chaleureuse amitid continue pour res Turcs << nationaristes u qui rn,,r t
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l,lerre aux troupes frangaises et rnassacrent les Armdniens. J'attire votre

lr;rrrte attention sur cette grave situation.
Veuiliez a6yder, Monsieur le Pr6sident, I'assurance de rnon

gl olond respect.

A. Chobanian

MLA, fonds I37, section V, doc' 74.

d<**

Les6v6nementsdeCilicie 
,,' ' 

,

Notre coffespondant de Be5rrouth t6l6graphie :

r)n reEoit ici des cldtaits complementaires sur les dvdnernnets qui

opt eu lieu ces jours derniers dans la rdgion de Marache. C'est en raison

tlcs clifficultds du ravitaillement que le sornmandement franqais ddcicia il
y a quinze jours, d'dvacuer Marache" Ces rlifficultds n'6taient pas

sr;ulement dues d I'insuffisance des routes,. mais au froid

cxcept.iopellement rigoureux qui sdvit actuellement en Cilicie, au point

r1u'i Adana m0me on a enregistr€ ces ternps derniers jusqu'A 6 degrds de

lioid. De ld des accumulations de neige dans les d6fil6s qui rendaient le

pays impracticable.
C'est entre le 8 et le 14 que s'est effcctud tre retour des tror.rpes

stationn6es ?r Marache. Les autoritds miiitaires franqaises ant dgalerrent

.rssuri I'exode vers Islahi6 d'un nombre csnsiddrable d'Armdniens de

tout ige et de tout sexe qui avaient quitte les viilages de la rdgion de

Marache pour fuir les bandes turques. De trois d uinq mille rdfugids

paraissent avoir ainsi atteint trslatri6 sous la protection des troupes

liangaises.

Temps, 3" tr[1. 1920.
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Extract from the article Alter the Armistice

(From a corresponclcut )

French Preoccupation

The French Govemment, preoccupied with its desire to get tlrt
British off the scene, appear hardly to have concerned themselves will,
the situation that wouid arise, when Allenbys anri his troops hrrl
withdrawn; but lvlustapha Kemal, the Turkish Nationalist commandcr lt
Sivas, was organizing his forces and biding his time. The Brilislr
withdrawal duiy took place in the last weeks of 1919, and I\{ustapha hrr:,

now taken advantage of the military opportunity offered hirn by the Allit',,
moral disunion. lle has driven the French ou@osts from the positiorr.,
they had taken over from the British in the fringe of the hill courrtrv
round Marash, and has exterminated those Annenian highlanders wlr,'
had survived deportation and had reoccupied their villages in the Cilicr:rrr
trills in reliance on the Allied detachments posted in these advan.:,,|
positions.

Witnesses just amved in England frorn Cilicia reporl that llr,
Nationalists are reviving all the methods of 1915, arrd that unless llr,'"
advance is checked imrnediately the 150.000 unamred Armenians -* rrr,'r'

women, and children - aoncentrated, under the aegis of the Allies, on llr,
Cilician plain, are also in danger of extermination. Mr. Lloyd Geor'1', '

made light of the news from Cilicia in his speech last Thursday irr tl',
House of Conmons, but what do the Supreme Cc,uncil intend to ckr'l I , 

'

leave Cilicia to Ottoman sovereignfy and their prot€ges there to llr,

Turkish knife? Pubtric opinion should make it clear to them during tlr, ,

critical days that it will not toierate such a decision, for that would inr 1, , ,l

be the crowning infamy of Europe towards Annenia.
T'he jealousies and cupidity's of the European Powers rr,,

responsible before the war for the horrors of 1895-7 and of 190(t rl,

consequence of these passions - the war itself'- was responsible li'r r1'

still greater horrors of i915; and new, sixteen months aller thc rr:,'
over, thousands of Armenjans are exposed agaln to anguish and tlr";rrl
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unworthy jealousies between the victorious Allies. Is this third phase to
end like the other, .r will Europe at rast retrieve, if that is posrible, i'
some slight measllre her betrayals of Armenia in the past?

To allow Turks tcr massacre Annenians in territory forrnally
under Eunrpean occupation is a more shocking disgrace than any which
our Govemments have incurred in regard to Arrnenia in the past. If they
do not stop this rnassacre and so orcler the peace-settlement that its
repetition shail be impossible, then the Supreme council are ..the
abomination of desolation, standing where it ought not".

Manchester Guardian, 3.III. lg2A.

tr**

Armenians Burned Alive
on other occasions the Armenians wourd be shut up in houses,

llames would be started, and the peopre reft to b*rn alive. Their cnes
could be heard for miles, and they shrieked for help which did not corne.

Since the fall of Marash on Febnrary 10, Mr" Buxton believed
16.000 Armenians, most of them women and children had been put to
death. During the massacres a certai' number of the men who were onry
superficially wounded fbigned death and afterwards, under cover of
darkness, escaped to the hilrs, but many 'f those who thus got away are
believed to have perished since from cold and hunger.

with regard to the general situation in Asia Minor, Mr. Buxton
hclieved that two circumstances were mainly responsible. First of all,
there was the unfortunate pr.longation of the armistice, which had made
tlre Tur*s more and more restless, and then instead of occupying
t'f fectively the provinces of Asia Minor we had poured our troops and
rroney into Russia and all0wed the Turkish troops to go away into the
lrills carrying with them all their munitions and suppries. Il instead of
.rrrbarking on a great war in Russia, we had retained more troops in
I rrrkey, the present situation, he thought, would never have arisen.

A new feature arrout the situation was that the attacks rvere not onry
rlion th€ native christians but also upon Europeans. In illustratio', Mr.
llrrxton described h.rw an Armenian oqphanage at Bardezag was
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besieged. The orphanage was in the charge of an English lady and run in

co-op-eration witir the Americans' Last January a body eif men attackecl

the building ancl bullets were fired in at the windows' It was only b:1 greal

fortunethataBritishguarrllrappenedtcrbethereandthattheattar:kwls
beaten off' 

Manchester Guardian, 5' ffi' Ig20'

Extrait de I'article de Paul Louis

L'intetventian armde en Orient ?

Au ddbarquement britannique devant le palais du sullrtn

correspondrait une expddition franqaise en Cilicie"

Les motifs qu'on alldgue en faveur de telies fileasures sont

nombreux, mais assez peu clairs. On fait valoir que les nationalistes ttrr t 
"

sont redevenus les ma?tres d Stamboul, of une nouvelle crise minisferi''ll'

vient d'6clater, que le chef du mouvement panturc, Mustapha Ketnlrl. 
'

pris en Anatolie une position prdponddrante et redoutable, et QilC llr

milliers d'Armdniens ont 6t6 massacr6s i Marache'
peut-etre tous les faits signalds sont-ils exacts. Mais alors, <'rr '.'

demande comment ia diplomatie f,ranqaise a pu nouer deS ra1rP,'rt

intirnes avec le nationalisme turc, ir Constantinople comrne A Sivas"l"'

est le quartier gdndral de Mustapha Kemal, et pourquoi en certains lrorrr i'

de Cilicie,les chefs de secteurs frangais ont adoptd des ailures ho"t'l'

aux Arm6niens" L'dquivoque et I'obscuntd rdgnent'

En fait, les dissentiments qui subsistent entre les intpd|i:rl, r'

frangais et anglais, auxquels on pourrait ajouter les expansionnistes t'r, '

et italiens, ne seraient-iis pas i la base rJe cette crise ? C'est le pilr;"r ' 1 '

se r{veille. Les tueries d'Armeniens ont recommeuc$ chaque fois r;r" t

grandes puissances se disputaient la rnainmise sur l'Empire ottottrrrr,

Mustapha Kemal se croit tout permis, c'est qu'il voit les annexi(trttrr "'
aux prises. si les chancelleries pr6parent des ddbarquenlents, c't "l 1'

s'assurer des hlpothiques. Le monde n'a pas change et la diplorrr''t

modifie point ses mdthodes.

*'* *

Extrait de I'article de Paul Louis
Les prdparatrt de Ia nouvelle guerre d,Orient

En rdatritd, Lloyd George et Milleranda6 veul.ent recomrnencer la
guerre sous couleur de faire la paix avec la. Turquie. Lloyd George, aprds
avoir proclam6 son dessein de laisser constantinople aux Turcs, prencl
toutes ses dispositions pour s'approprier la capitale. Et Milierand, aprds
avoir ndgocid avec Mustapha Kemal, le chef du nationalisme panturc,
dans Sivas, ddp€che des renforts contre lui afin de saisir ia cilicie : il
entend exploiter les massacres des Anndniens qui, d Marache et i Aiirtab,
ont dt6 victimes une fcris de plus cles fautes des chancelleries occidentales.

Irumanitd, 10. ilL t920.

*tg*

Exfract frrrm the nrticle Tke l{and af Murder is passing over
Armenia Three-Foarth of the Papulation already Dead. Foyce

the Fesce Conference to Save the Remainder

To-day there cornes to Britain the ghastly cry of tens of thousands
.f, me', wofilen and children in deadly danger. These survivors tlf
I'urkish massacre and torment look ro yau, and to you alone. Tirey are
rrrrpioring you to save thernlfrom lhe condemned cell. will you tum deaf
,'rrrs? To-day is the opportunity. At this very moment the issue trembles
rrr the bala.nce at the Peace confererice. wiil you reject this agonized plea
,r/'the innocent fcrr reprieve from sentence of death? Shall England put on
llrc Black Cap and condemn the remnant of a once prosperous race to
,lt'otlt hy lorture?

Murders Still Cantinue

Only a few days ago Marash horror became known. ... A few
'('cks ago 30.000 people lived at Marash; to-day only 8.000 remains.
llrc rest have been murdered by the Turks, as hundreds of thousarrds of
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their fellow-countrym.en and fellow-Christians have been murdereil
before them. Is this to go on? Will you pass by on the other side while a

nation is being cruelly and barbarously stamped out of existence?

Turkish Policy of Extermination

Turkish policy towards the Armenians has always been a poliq,
of slaughter. The Turks have always acted on the sinister maxim ol'
Abdul-Hamid: "The way to get ride of the Armenian question is to gel

ride of the Armenians". The history of Turkish rule over Christians in
Europe has ever been a history of continuous oppression and almost
continuous outrage and massacre. The Powers protested from time to

time, but they protested ineffectually. Diplomatic and financial intrigue in

Europe proved stronger than the appeals of humanity and justice. Arc-

they to prove stronger to-day?

Daily Herald, 10. il1. 1920.

tr*t(

Extract from the article French Prestige fnjured

(From our own correspondenl).

Constantinople, Aprii I (r.

There is a general impression that the local French authorities an.

left in the dark as to the intentions of the home government, and arc

consequently unwilling to adopt a more active policy. The abandonmerrt

of Marash and its population was ordered, I learn from a reliablt.
informant, at the moment when the Turks, demoralized by over 3.000
casualties, had began to retire. It has greatly injured French prestige, botlr
among the Christian population, which is beginning to believe tlr,'
scaremongers, who inform them that French propose to retire from tlr,'
country and leave them to their fate, and still more among tlrt.
Nationalists, who continue to make capital out of their victory.

*tt*

Extrait de la Protestation de Mgr. Mouchdgh S6ropianaT
i iVtrr. Paul f)eschanelas

Monsieur le Pr6sident,

Depuis le mois d'Avritr L919, moi, en qualitd d'administrateur
g6ndral des Unions Nationales de Cilicie et avec rnoi l'(Jnion Nationale
Armdnienne d'Adana, ainsi qu'd partir de Juillet 1919 M. M. Damadian,
conxme pl6nipotentiaire de I'Armdnie intdgrale, dans nos dcrits officiels
et dans nos enfetiens, avons souvent eu I'occasion d'appeler l'attention
de l'adminisfrateur en chef sur les suites funestes de la politique suivie en
g6ndral et particulidrernent sur l'administration ndfaste et ddsastreuse du

Capitaine Andrd, gouverneur d'Osmani6. Mais rnalheureusement nos

observations aussi fond6es que bienveillantes n'ont pas 6t* prises en

sdrieuse consid6ration, nos plaintes n'eurent aucun effet: sur des

adrninistrateurs ignorant les conditions locales ainsi que la rnentalitd et la
psy:hologie des populations si varides de la Cilicie et M. le Col.
Brdrnond a plus d'une fcris insistd dans ses dcrits officiels sur sa politique
turcophile ou anndnophobe. Et le r6sultat de cefte politique enon6e a 6td

que des cr-irninels ont 6td directement ou indirectement encouragds et que

depuis le 21 Janvier 1920, toute la Cilicie se trouve livrde A. feu et i sang.

C'est donc sur la politique suivie par le Col. Brcrnond,
adrriinistrateur en chef de Cilicie, que pdse toute la responsabilitd de la
nouvelle situation infernale.

... A la suite des fbutes politiques comrnises par le Capitaine Andr6
* fautes sans cesse couvertes et patronndes par ie Colonel Rrdrnond -
eurent lieu les 6vdnements douionreux de Marache, suivis d'une
marrifestation populaire d Adana, cornme protestation contre I'dtat de

choses rdvoltant et inqui6tant.

l(a protestattan d Mr. Filul !)eschuyrcl,
Prisident de la Rdpuhlique Franqaise.

lulgr. I(auchegh Sdropiah, Arclrcvdqwe d'Adayta,l i rnai I92A.

tS, Ll, pp. 3-4, 6-7
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Extrait de l'article d'Ii. Brdmond
La Cilicie en 1919-1920

La perte de Marache 6tait un coup terribie pour noke prestige.

Revue des dtudes crmdniennes, I92I, t. prenaier, fascicwle 3, p. j4l 
.

[,'avi$ du g6n6ral8"6*; * propos de la retraite
' : 

des troupes f,ranqaises

L?abandon de Marache a 6td or<lonnd par le Colonel Norrnand,
qui etait venu de Beyroutti prendre ie comrnandement de la colonne apre s

avoir regu personnellement des instructions du gdndral Gouraud. Il est

donc logique de penser que 1'6vacuation rdsulte de la volontd dc

Gouraud, brien que ceh"li-ci se soit couvert, alors qu'elle 6tait ddji
accomplie, par un tdldgramme disant d peu prds : << Il est entendu qu'il
n'est pas question d'dvactrer Marache >>, alors que les troupes renhaient i'r

Islahid !

La lettre du gendral Erdmond ancien gouverneur de la Cilicie au suiet tlt'
< L'Eternelle victilne de la dlplomatie europdenne >,

Marseille, I 929, pp. I -.)

1..
Extrait de la prdfnce d'8" Br6mond puhli6e dans le

livre de Pau[ de V6ou I.a pussion de la C:ilicie

Le cuivre et le coton sont partis sous le gouvemement du g6n6rll
Gouraud, rnarqud par une doul<lureuse s6rie de d6sastres, au Nord, ir l'Esl,
et au Sud, par les honteuses eivacutations de la rdgion d'Ourfa, de lir

Cilicie et des approches de la frontidre de Palestine. Car, hdlas ! la Fratr,:,'

n'a jarnais 6td repr6sent6e au Levant comme il aurait failu... M6me arrr

pires heures de notre histoire, il n'y a pas eu de faute plus grave, gross('

de cons6quences plus lourdes.

E. Brdmond. Prefact
Paul de V6ou, La passion de la Cilicie 1919-1922, Paris, 1937, p tt

144

Extrait du livre de M. paillaris
Le kemalisme devant les alliis

Le drame de Marache est une des pages les plus tristes de noke
hisloire. on n'en connaitra peut-€tre jamais tous les dessous, et cela vaut
mieux pour I'honneur national... [sic] Il est certain que tout ne fut pas
tent6 pour sauver les chr6tiens qui imploraient notre secours i genoux.

'M. Paillayds, Le kemalisme devant les ullids,
Constantinople, Paris, 1922, p" I t3.
***

Extrait du livre de Br. M. Abadie
Les qaatre sibges d'Alntab (1920-Ig2l)

...1 1 fdvrier : Chahim-Bey, qui s'intitule << commandant des forces
nationaies de la route de Killis >, 6crit au cornmandant du cercle. sa lethe
dit, entre autres choses :

<< Le souldvement de Marasch [sic] a dt6 provoqud par le g6n6ral
Qudretle, qui, par ses ruses et ses finesses, a sem6 la discorde entre Turcs
et Arm6niens... [sic]. Les Frangais se sont montr6s incapables d'assurer
I'ordre et d'empdcher les assassinats des quatre Am6ricains le l"'f6wier:

Maintenant, I'ordre est rdtabli sur la route Aintab-Killis, et lui,
Chahim-bey, sous sa responsabilit6, affirme que toute personne, A

I'exception de troupes frangaises, peut voyager sans danger... [sic] >.
(Il est superflu de souiigner i'insolence de cette lettre).

Lieu{-Colonel Br. M. Abadie,
Les quatre sidges d'Ai'ntab (l92A-l92l), paris, 1922, p. 43.

Extract from the 
".;;" of H.A. Gibbonsae

Dunng the war one of the telling indictments against Germany
was her friendship for and alliance with Turkey when the Armenians
were being massacred. Germany rvas held responsible for the massacres
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on the ground that she could have stopped them had she used her

influence with her ally. This was true; but is it not equally true now that

France must bear the opprobrium and in a rneasure the responsibility, ol'

the Armenian and Greek massacres of 1920 and 1921? A French general

negotiated with the Nationalists in Cilicia without stipulating that the

rEssacres should cease. French diplomats have negotiated with thc

Angora Government of Khemal Pasha, conniving at the massacres ol'

Armenians and Greeks. The sole thought of the Germans during the war

was to use the Turks and not run any risk of offending them by protesting

agalnst the massacres. This is exactly what the French are doing nowo'.

G. Itrorton, The Blight of Asia, New York, 1926' p. 192.

Extract from the *:;"t., of M.E. Elliot
Beginning Again at Atarat

Perhaps I dwell too long upon these personal experiences. Personal

experience is the only window through which we see the world, and if I
share the window with others, it is to show the same view beyond. The

things I felt and saw, multiplied by thousands, rnade up the experiences

of the column that crawled from Bell Punar towald Islahai when the

French evacuated Marash. This was something, a very tiny fractional

part, of the price the Armenians of Turkey paid, and are still paying, for

the mistakes and quarrels of the Aliies since 1918. Statistics are

mathematics, and political discussion is an academic thing. But the men

and women and children who lived through the massacres at Marash and

walked to Islahai are flesh and blood. And what they saw and suffered

then they are still seeing and suffering, in other forms, in other places.

What were the statesrnen of England and France doing at that

hour? Comfortable men, men who had eaten, men who had roofs under

which to sleep, men whose wives and children were safe and warm - they

sat playing the great game of international politics on the chessboard of
the world, while the world bled lives and sweated anguish at every move.

It is simple enough to blame the Turk for the sufferings ol
Armenians. Seeing what the Turk does, one hates him. But what is the
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Turk? A man who thinks first of his own profit, a nation that fights for its

own interests as it sees them. Yes; the Turk rs a barbarian; he still does

crudely with bayonets and massacres what the civilized nations have

learned to do with secret agreements and treaties signed at council tables'

The Turk is a barbarian; in seven hundred years he has learned nothing

fiom the civilization of christian Europe. But what are the lessons that

Chnstian Europe has set him to leam?

Seven hundred years ago the crusaders took Jerusalem in the name

of Christ, and looted it of gold and silver and rugs and wornen, while

their horses' legs were drenched to the knees in blood. After seven

centuries, General Allenby re-takes Jerusalem59. All that the Allies do it

to cut up living Turkey on a rnap, and then to quarrel.'over loot of oil-

weils, and railway routes, and new territory until. the Turk rises and

clrenches Asia Minor with the blood of their soldiers and their helpless

tools ancl dupes, the Armenians. There may have been blood-stains on the

rugs the christian knights carried home to France and England. To-day,

the blood is on the Turks' bayonet; blood-stains are invisible on the

signed pieces of paper, safe and clean in Downing Streetsr or on the Quai

d'Orsay52.

Beginning Again at Ararat' pp' I 26- 1 27'

***

Extract from.4 Memoir of the Atmenisn Genocide

bY Abraham H. Hartunian

what about the French forces? Did they perchance fear the Turks?

Never! They had six thousand troops, gllns, carulons, and ammunition'

Everything had been in perfecl readiness. Had they wished to take an

active part, the Turks would have been quickly sushed' Why did the

French do nothing? I do not know. I arn not a European diplomat. But as

an Annenian and a simple lover of my nation, and as a rnan of, religion, I

believe the French Army came to Turkey to camr:uf,lage the annihilation

of the Armenians by the Turks. Having performed that duty faithfully,

traving finished its work well, it went away"
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... The Turks were apparently completely convinced that thc

French were serious and would strike, ruin, avenge" They began t<r

trernble and grow pale. All their houses were irnmediately vacated, antl

the women and children were sent in groups to the surrounding villages.

The unarmed men too departed. The frghters hurriedly withdrew to their

secret centers. Ah, let the French troops play at fonnality and bluffl Yet

this one step had daunted the vehemence of the Turk. His morale was

broken by a straw. The Frenchman was victorious in reheat. The Turk
was defeated in fear. This in itself is perfect evidence that even on thc

first day France could have crushed the Turk, if this had been her

purpose. But the Frenchman was toying with the Turk wtrile the latter

mercilessly harassed the Armenian, to the great arnusement of the

Frenchrran! If France had desired, even today she could have occupied

the whole city and meted out just punishment. But the "furk was dearly

loved by the Frenchman.

Neither to Laugh nor To Weep, p. 140, 145.

NOTES

t Williams Aneurin (?-1959), homme politique britannique, membre du

Parlernent depuis 1912, prdsident de British Artrcenian Cammittee, auteur

de nombreux articles sur la Question armdnierure.
2 Young Mens' Christian Associatian.
3 Gouraud Flenri Joseph Eugdne (1867-1946), homme militaire frangais,

g6ndral, cornmandant des ftrrces f,rangaises lors de l'opdration des

Dardanelles en 1915, Haut-conrmissaire de la France en Syrie en 1919-

1923.
o Ce docum"rrt a 6td publid dans le T'ines (28' II' 1920) et le Temps (6'

rrr. r920).

' Ce document, dont la copie tapde est conservde dans les arcirives d'A.
Tchotranian, a 6t6 envoyd d'Alep ir Beltouth, au gdndral Gcurau<tr, le 24

fdvrierr L920, par F. Malian et P"G. Cosaparian : << Nous rernettons i votre

haute considdration, les d6positions recueillies des deux tdmoins oculairers

qui ont dchappd par miracle aux atrocitds colnrnises et, suivant les troupes

frangaises dans leur retraite, ont pu gagner'Alep sains et saufs >>. Voir :

MLA,fonds 137, section I/, doc. 533, f. 2.
6 Normand Robert, homrne militaire franqais, gouverneur cfi"l district
cl'Adana, auteur des souvenirs : Calonnes dans le Levant, Paris, 1924.
7 Le ,Ccrcteur Moustapha dtait le chef des ittihntistes de Marache. Voir ;

R"G. Sahclcyan, op. cit., p. 94.
8 Original tap6.
n 

Creee en 1916, la Ldgion d'Orient a participd aux hostilitids en 19tB en

Syrie et au Liban. I-es autoritds frangaises l'ont liquidde au mois d'aoflt
L92A. L.e 29 ocfobre i919 le prernier contingent frangais a remplacd les

troupes anglaises i Marache. Fanr-ri les troupes fiangaises se trcravait

aussi un bataillon de la Ldgion d'Orient/Armdnienne cor'rposd de 5t]0

soldats. Voir : R.G. Sahalq;an, op" cit. p. 93, 98.
t0 Le cornte Roze des Ordons a dtd nornmii le commandant des troupes

frangaises de Marache au debut de 1920.
1l Corneloup, homme militaire frangais, cornmalxdant du 17" rdgiment de

tirailleurs s6ndgalais.

'' Maldl ian (Moldjeian) Pascal (Haroutioun), prdtre armdnien-c'atholiqle
de l'6glise arn6nierure des 4A lulartyrs rJe h4arache.
13 Brdmond Edouard (1868-1948),' homtne militaire fiangais, .gendral,
dont la carridre s'est essentiellement ddroulde en Afrique. Dds ,1916 d

1918 il se trouvait en Egypte et Arabie" De janvier ir septembre 19?10 il a
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6t6 I'adrninistrateur en chef de la cilicie. Il a rddigd cleux livres, Norc,r
historiques et gdographiques sur l'Armdnie (I-e Caire, 1918), Le Hedja:
dans la gwerre mondiale (Paris, 1931). Il est aussi l'autenr de I'article Z,
Cilicie en 1919-1920, publie dans la Revue des dtudes armdnienne,s
(1921, t. premieq fascicule 3, pp. 303-376) que j'ai utilisd dans ce recueil
(voir p. 144).
la Le capitaine Mortrieux a rernplacd le capitaine Andrd au d6but de 1920
e-n fonction du gouverneur frangais de Marache.
" Abadie M., homrne militaire frangais, arrivd d Aintab conurre
comniandant de zone dans la deuxidme quinzaine d'awil 1920.Il a avoui
avoir regu les << renseignements les plus pr6cieux pour la p€riode qui a
prdc6dd >> son arriv6e, du commandant Renaud, ayant dirigd le Seruice

fftj:"::tqernents d'Aintab. Yoir: M. Abadie, op. cit., pp. 5-6.
'" TVchis, bandes crviles composdes des brigands professionnels qui
rangonnaient les villages et des villageois.
" Murd Matherne, cur6 belge de I'Eglise franciscaine de Marache, tdmoin
oculaire des massacres des Armdniens. Il a publid ses souvenirs en l92l
en Belgique. Ils ont 6td traduits en armdnien par I'auteur de ses lignes
(Erevan, 2001)- Leur contenu, accompagnd de citations, a. 6td publid en
armdnien aux Etats-Unis en 1934 dani le tlwe de K.H. Kaloustian sur la
ville de Marache. Voir: KlL Kaloustian, Marache ou Germanicea et
l'h6ro Zeitoun, New-Yrrrk, 1934, pp.794-8A4 (en ann6nien).
' Quelques ddtails sur la mort de nos confrdres ont 6td racontds par un
Turc, dont le nom nous est connu ; je les ai appris i Alep, le 19 aott
1920. (Ici et plus loin les commentaires marquds par des ast6risques
appartiennet aux auteurs).
* 

Pourtant deux soldats franco-armdniens, dits Kamavar (mot arm6nien
qui signifie volontaire), dtaient sortis et sous les balles turques, ils se
rendirent au plus proche cantonnement franEais pour implorer du secours.
Ces braves, aprds avoir rernpli leur mission, retourndrent i l'6glise et
p6rirent avec leurs compatriotes.
r8 n s'agit de la colonne du colonel Normand, arriv6e d'Isiahid en aide i
la gamison frangaise de Marache.

'n Une traductron erron6e : on ne peut que traduire le nom de l'6glise citee
cofilme Karasoun naltatak.
to Elliot Mabel Evelin, patronne de I'Aruerican Women's Hospitals,
division de Neev East Relief au Proche Orient. Elle a ddploy€ son activite
tout d'abord i Marache, pr:is A lsmid, en Transcaucasie et d Snlyme. Elle

a publi6 ses souvenirs intitul6s Beginning Again at Ararat aux Etats-unis
en 1924. K.H Kaloustian a prdsentd le contenu de ses souvenirs dans leur
traduction arm6nienne en 1934. Voir : K.H. Kalowstian, op. cit., pp. g04-
81 3.
2r Blackley Ellen, patronne du Collige des fitles de Marache.
zz L,eidlnez, missionnaire amdricaine i Marache.
a,.rir- They were never heard of again.
23 Snyder Paul, membre de Near East Relief.
2a Buckiey Frarces, infirrnidre de l'Amei'ican Red Cross, patronne cle
gethshallum orphanage.
" Power Mabel, infirmidre de Near East R.elief.
tu Mr. Solakian, pasteur de la 3" 6glise dvangd-lique de Marache.
'' Il s'agit de I'arriv6e de la colonne du colonel Normand.
28 crathern c.F.H", secr6taire de Young .Mens' christian Association d
Marache. voir ses souvenirs sur les inassacres de Marache dans ce
recueil {6:p.77-90).
2e L'alrteur fait allusion au violent tremblement de terre suivi d'un
incendie qui a ravag6 San Francisco en 1906.

'o Ville littorale aux Etats-Unis (Texas), dont I'une des parties a dt6
ddtruite le 9 septembre 1900 par un 6pouvantable cycione.
3r un.lournal anglais aussi Connu que le Times a publid des extraits du
journal tenu par c.F.H. crathern. Yoir: The lufarash Massacres. An Eve-
Witness's Story (6. III. 1920);AnAmerican's Diary (13. IIf. 1920). Le
bref contenu de son journal dans sa traduction frangaise, rddigd au mois
de mars 1920 par M. Larry Rue, correspondant du Chicago Tribune ir
Alep, est conserv6 dans les archives de la Ddldgation nationale
armdnienne. Voir : ANA, fonds 430, inv. 1, doss. 456, ff.27-30.
32 Atnericun Committeefor Retief in the Near Easl (plus tard, Near East
Reliefl.t' K"rr Stanly Eliphistone (?-1976), officier dans le corps sanitaire de
I'armde des Etats-Unis, il a fait son service d'abord i Alep et, d partir de
l'automne de 1919, ir Marache, otr il a 6t6 charg6 de participer aux
opdrations de Near East Relief.Il y travaillait comme un officier m6dical
et sanitarlre. M6me aprds la retraite des Frangais, il est denieur6
ir Marache, avec quelques-uns de ses colldgues am6ricains, dans le but
d'aider les Armdniens. Kerr a publid ses m6moires, The Lyons of Marash,
en 1973 aux Etat-Unis en utilisant les souvenirs d'autres t6moins
oculaires, ainsi que la litt6rature historique.
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*InterviewwithMr.DanielAkullian,12MaylgSS,inLoudonville'Neu'

York.
io-iputi, cavalier de l,arm6e frangaise appartenant ir un corps cree en

1834 en Algdrie, avec un recrutement en principe autochtone'. . .iiit .,ugit ie I'annistice signd entre l,Angleterre et la Turquie i bord du

navire de Sa Majeste Brita;ique Agamemnon dans le port de Moudros"

i" :O octoUr" tgig. Volr le texte inidgral dans le recueii : A' Beylerian'

L, gr*a", puissances, I'Empire ottomll et les Arm6niens dans les

-.t ii"u frangaises (1914-1918i, Paris, 1983' pp' 702-704'
-C.Thibault,Historiquedlu4l2"r6gimentd'infanterie'pp'239-240'
* Hovsep Der Vartanian, Marashi Charte 1920-in ev Badtnagarr

Hamarhod Agnarg me ir Antsealin Vray [The massacre of Marash in

1920 and a brief historical glance at its Pastl, (Jerusalem: Araks-Topaliarr

Dbukt, lgzl),quoted in Krilkor I{' Kaloustian' ed'' Marash' pp' 827 -29'
- 

Thibault, Histlrique du 412" r6giment d'itrfenterie' p' 242'
** 

Ibid.
**n Haroutune Der Ghazaman, "Giligean Namagani' Giligean Tepkerc

Garewor Vawerkrowtium Me,' [Mail from Cilicia: the Cilician events, al)

important Documentl, Bahag (Bos1o1),- 5. June 1920' pp' 2-3; 8 Junc

iOio, p.3; also rep.inted in krikor H' Kaloustian' ed"' Marash' ppr' 8l-1

15,
iisuirrr"-Murie Flye, commandant des troupes franqaises i Aintab'

" Dufi e.rx Julien Claude-Marie (1 873-1 959), homme militaire-franqa i s'

g6n6ral, cornmandant de la 156" division au Levant en 1919-1922'
i** 

Pa.rl du Veou, La passion de la Cilicie, p' 126"

'* Voir ir ce propos les souvenirs de M' Mur6'
3n Rdsidence ddsignant le palais du gouvemeur'
* Interview with (Mrs.) Leah Asbed (n6e Maraslian), 16 September' 196(t'

Bedford, Massachusetts.; 
Sou.p'asavadsadzin, or "Holy Mother of God," is known to sch.lars rr"

the church of the Pancreator. Herafter it rvill be designated the church " l

Asdvadadzin.
* 

From an unpublished manriscript by (Mrs') Makrouhi Der Ohanncsrrrrr

(nee Der Vartanian); also an interview with Mrs Der Ohannesian' i9 Jtrrr'

197 0, inAlbanY, New York'- Hous"p Der Vartanian, Marashi Charte 1920-in ew Badmltr"'r'

Hamarhod Agnarg rle ir Antsealin Vray [The massacre of Maraslr r"

1920 and a brief historical glance at its Pastl, (Jerusalem: Araks-Topalian
Dbakr, 1927), quoted in Krikor H. Kaioustian, ed., Marash,pp.827-29.
** An interview with Mr. Joseph (Hovsep) Chorbajian, March l97O arrd

Apil1972, in New York City.
a0 Harhrnian Abraham (1872-1.935), homme religieux armdnien,,pasteur

et leader de la 1e'" Egtise armdnienne dvangdlique de lvlarache' Echappd

par miracle i I'extermination, il est parti pour les Etats-Unis avec sa

famille aprds les massacres, oir il a rddigd ses mdmoires en langue

arm6nienne. Or, en 1938, il a demand6 i Vartan Hartunian, son fils, de

les traduire en anglais, ce que ce dernier a fait. Elles ont dtd publides en

1968 A Boston.
al Naslian Jean, homrne religieux armdnien, dv6que de Trdbizonde de

19i 1 e 1928. Nous citons la premidre ddition de ses mdmoires publides en

1955. Elles ont 6td rdcemment r66dit6es au Liban (Beyrouth' 2008) et en

France (Chamigny, 2008).
- 

Mgr Arpiarian ne parle pas de ce secret confid i lui par les Frangais'
a2 Original rddigd de sa main.
o' Baithou fouis I1AOZ-II34), homme d'Etat fiangais, Prdsident du

Conseil gdn6ral des Basses-Pyrdndes de 1904 d 1934, Prdsident du

Conseil en 1913, Ministre des relations extdrieures en 1934, assassind i
Marseille.4 Allenby Edmund (186i-1936), homme militaire britannique, feld-
rnar6chal, il a 6t6 investi en juin 1917 du commandement de I'arm6e de

Palestine, Haut-commissaire de I'Egypte en 19 19 -1925 -

as Lloyd George David (1863-1945), hornme d'Etat anglais, Premier

ministre de l'Angletene de 19i6 d1922.
a6 Millerand Aleiandre (1859-1943), hornme d'Etat hangais, Prdsident de

la R6publique Frangaise de 1920 d 1924.
a7 S6ropian Mouchdgh (?-1951), homme religieux armdnien, i'un des

fondateurs du Parti Ramghavar, archev€que d'Adana en L92A, auteur de

nombreux livres sur la Question armdnienne.
a8 Deschanel Paul Louis Eugdne (1855-1922), homme d'Etat franr;ais,

Pr6sident de la Chambre des d6put6s en 1898-1902, 1912-1920, Prdsident

de la R6publique Frangaise de f3vrier i septembre 1920.
ae Il s'agit de I'article de Herbert Adams Gibbons (1880-1934), juriste

am6ricain, publid dans le Century Magazine en octobre 192i, dont une

citation est ins6r6e dans le liwe de George l{orton The Bliglt of Asia.

comme le joumal amdricain ne nous est point disponible, nous le citons
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d'ap16s le liwe de G. Horton, diplornate,arn6ricain, ayant travaill6 trente
ans cofirme consul et consul gdn6ral des Etats-Unis au Proche Orient.
to Le g ddcembre 1917.
5l Il s'agit de la rue de Londres oir se trouve le Ministdre
extdrieures de I'Angleterre.t'No* donnd au Ministdre des relations extdrieures de la
sur le quai d'Orsay, i Paris.

des relations

France, situ6

t54 155

fndex des noms

A
Abadie, lieutenant-colonel .- 41,
43, 145, 150

Abdul-Hamid II (Abdhiilhamid
il) - t0, t42
Ahmed-45
Akullian D. * 91, 152

Akullian G. - 91 d

Alfredo Dolleny, frdres - 119

Ali Khaled, bey - 120

Ali Saib - 126 . ,,,..

Allenby E.- 12,138, 147, 153

Amarissa (Amarisse) ,A.;:; {5,
119
Andr6, capitaine - 21, 32; 36,
38-39, 126, L43,150
Apcarian P. - 34
Apkarian, frdres - 36
Araxie -96
Arlabose, captaine - 59,6I, 66-
69
Armen * 100

Arnold, major -77
Arpiarian, Mgr. - 117-718,127,
129, L53
Arslan, bey - 92, 116, 120
Artine, Dr. - 60, 68-69,71
Asbed L. voir Maraslian L.
Atah, bey - 102

Ataturk voir Moustafa Kemal
Aznive - 58, 61, 65, 68

B
Baghdasar - 101

Balint J. - 7

Barthou L. - 136,153
Bayizadl" imam - 128

Berberian A. - 101

Beylerian A. - L2,752
Bfakely - 57-59,l5l
Boghos - 101

Boulghourdj ian - 34
Br6mond 8., colonel - 9, 13, 39,
i26, 143-144,749
Briand A. - 13

Brislon H. - 135

Bristol, admiral - 64,77
Bryce, viscount - 135

Buckley - 59-60, 64,66,68-70,
88,151
Buxton H..- 17, 22-23, 139

C
Chahim, bey- 145

Chalk F. - 7

Chambers, Dr. - 90
Chamy I"W. - 6
Cherkess Arslan - 104

Chichman Zade-29
Chorbajian J. (H.) - 153 . r:
Chorbajians - 101

Christ - 147
Chukri, bey - 42
Comeloup, commandant - 34,
42,99,128,149
Cosaparian P.G. - 149

Counarai, lieutenant - 56, 91

Crathern C.F.H. - 11,69,77,93,
151

D
Dadrian V. -7
Damadian M"*32,143
Dante A. * 81



DayiZade Hoca- 106

DedeZadE Mohamed - 29

Der GhazariartK. - L52
Der Ohannesian A. - 99-100
Der Ohannesian M. voir Der
Vartanian M.
Der Sahag - 100

Der Vartanian Ll. -94
Der Vartanian K. - 98

Der Vartanian M' - 152

Deschanel P. - 143, 153

Dj€mil, bey-29
Dodd, Dr. - 90

Doherty - 88
Dolleny A., frdre - 119

Dougherfy* 69

Dufieux, glnlral - 95, 123, 152
Duval-Arnautel - 37

E
Edward -96-97
Elliot M.E. - I'1, 56,77, 88, 94,
t46, r50
Epinidre, colonel - 123

Ernoult, sous-lieuten artt - 32-33

Essayan Z. - 136
Evliy6 - 96

F
Fetullahian, fitres - 36

Fontaine, caPitaine - 32, 37, 64,
83
Francesco de Vittorio - 119

Franciscains, pdres - 43,52-54,
56,118

G
Garabedian H. - 27

Ghadeyan S. - 100

GhazaryanH. - 10

Gibbons H.A. - 140,153
Gosabache ZadE Hadji Nadji -
29
Gouraud H., g6ndral - 13, 19,
95, r44,149

H
Haik- 54
Haji, bey- 92
Hartunian A.H. - 102, lt7, 147,
153
Hartunyan V. - 117, 153

Heledj Ali, bey - 121

Helena- 110

Hervier, captaine - 64

Horowitz I.L. - 6
Horton G. - 146,153-154
Hovsep - 101

I
Ismail Hakki - 92

J
Jackson, consul -77,85
Jeilan-oghlou - 94
lemazian-93
Jevdet, bey - 92
Johnson (Johnstone) - 17, 13.s

Joli, capitaine - 35-36
Jonassohn K. - 7

Joseph, pdre - 50, 53, 55, 100

K
Kadri, pacha-4I
Kaloustian K"H. - 150-151
Karekin - 101

Kerlakian (Ket.lol, r'" 
'

Kherlakian) A. - 31, 129. t t'

Kerlakian J. - 129
Kerr S.E. - 11, 58-59, 6t, 68,
77,9A-91,101, 151
Kezkenian G. - 119
Kharlakian (Kherlakian) S. - 37-
38,53
Khatcher, Dr. * 98
KherlakianR-117, 125
Kherlakians * 36,122
Kilidj Ali, bey - 42,126
Kojabash-oghlou Haji bey -92
Kuluj Ali - 91, 104, 116

L
La Petite -70,72,75-76
Latrille, lieutenant * 33-34
Leid - 57-59,l5l
Leymann - 31
Lloyd George D. - 138, 141,
153

Louis P. - l4O-141
Luman (Lyman) - 67, 78, 86,
716, t20, I3l
Luther - 58, 61, 65

M
Madame, doctor- 65
Mahomet* 129
Makrouhi - 98-101
Maksudian O. - 94
Malboeuf- 37
Maldjian (Moldjeian) P., abb6 -
37-38, 52, Ll7, 122, r4g
Malian F. - 149
Maraslian L. - 96, 152
Margaret - 64,73
Marty - 43
Mary, Big-68
Mary, Little - 60-61, 66-68

Millerand A. - 141, 153
Mohammed, bey- 103
Morbieux, capitaine - 39, 150
Moustafa (Moustapha), Dr. - 31,
36,99, l4g
Moustafa (Moustapha,
Mustapha) Kemal - 10-11, 13,
18-20, 23, 27-29" 4142, 65,
104, 126,136, 138, 140-t4l
Murad, bey- 106
Mur6 M. - lL,3'7,43,56, 150,
r52

N
Naslian J. - 11,7 , 132, 1.53

Nazariantz- l3
Nevart- 100-101
Nikotian H. -27
Normand, colonel - 13, 31, 35-
37, 40, l2g-130, lM, l4!g_Lsl
Nubar, pasha - 28

P
Paillards M. - 145
PerryJ. -17,135
Power M. - 59-60, 64-68, 88,
94,151

a
Qudrette, gdndral - 29, 33, 35,
37, 394A,77, gg, gl-92, 94_95,
118, 130, 145

R
Renaud- 150
Rifat- 92
Roze des Ordons -33,149
Rue L. * 151

156 157



s
Sabbatini S., frdre - 119

Safrastyan R. - 10

Saint Antoine - 53

Sainte-Marie F., colonel - 95,

126,752
Sahakyan R"G.r- 12,149 ,

Sdropian M. - 143, 153

Sdtrak- 129 :,

Shanlian G. - 11 1

Shishman-oghlou Arif - 92

Shultz - 68
Snyder P. -' 58, 60-61, 91,94,
15i
Solakian A., Pasteur - 61, 83,

151

Sotrakian Mrs. - 61,63
Stanmore, lord - 135

T
Tchobanian (Chobaman) A' -
29,136-137,149
Temon Y. -7
Thibault -43,95,152
Tibot, colonel - 36

V
Van CoPpanolle, lieutenant --

65,69-72,14-76
Vartan* 114 l

Varton * 59, 63, 68, 70-72

V6ou P. du * 144-145

w
Williams A. - 17,149
Wilsoq, Dr. '- 18, 3t, 59-60,64,
84, 86, 88, 94, 116, 12A, 131

Wilson, Mrs. - 84, 88,94

Y
Yalinkatian S. - 119

Yervant - 99 '

Index des lieux
A
Adana - 19" 22,32,384\, 44,
51, 60, 85, 90, 95, 104, 717,
123-"125, 130, 134- r37, 143,
153

Afrique * 149

Aintab (Aintab) * i7-18, 32,47-
44, t54, 77, 81, 90-92, 95-96,
117-118, 125-126, 135, r4r,
145, 150,152
Ak-Sou - 43
Albany - 9A,I52
Albistan - 126" 129
Alep (Aleppo) - 20, 29, 69, 77,

90,93,149-15i
Alexandrie - 136

Alg6:rie - 152

Ame:rica - 58"7I
Anatolia (Anatolie) - 17, 77,

126,140
Angleterre (England) -- 12, 22,

tr 38, 141, 146-147, 152-154
A.ngcrra (Ankara) - 722, 126,

t46
Arabie - 149

Araplar * 42
Ararat - 55,77, 146-.147,151
Armenia (Arm6nie) * 135, 138-

139,141, i50
Asia - 153

Asia Minor * 77,22, 139,I47
At-lzi - 3l
Athens - 19

Avassur - 4-5

Aztzre -- 126

B
Baghtche (Baktchi) - 18,21

Ilardezag- 139
Basses-Pyr6n6es - 153

Bazardjik (Bazarduk) - 41-42,
12.6

Bedford - 152
Beirut (Beyrouth) - 13, 60, 85,

9A, 95, r32, 737, 144, 149, 153

Belgique - 150

Bell Pounar (Bel-Pounar,
Relpounar) -- 37, 55-56, 89, 9l
Boston - 117, 152-153
Britain - 141

C
Caire - 150

Cdsarde - I22
Chicago - 77
Champigrry'_ 153

Char* 126
Cilicia (Cilicie) - 9, I l-12, 17-

20,22-23,27, 32-33, 39, 44, 77,

t24-r26, 135-137, 138, tr44,

141, 143-145, 146, 15A, 152

Cilician hills - 138

Cilician plain - 138

Cilicie Montagneuse-. 27

Constantinople * 17 -20, 28, 77,
g5, 90, r17, 135, 140-142, 745

D
Dardanelies - 149

Djihan - 45
Dongheli (Don-Kal6) - 4J, 91,
118

E
Edinburgh - 77

Egypte - 136, 149,153
El-Aglou voir El-Oglou

158

159



El-Oglou (Eloglou, el Oghloo) *
37 , 43, 55, 124
Empire Ottoman (Turkish
Empire) - lA-Lz, I35,I40,152
Erevan- 10, 12, 150
Erzdroum- t26
Etat-Unis - 150-151, 153-154
Europe - 138, L42,L47

F
France - 105, 126, 129, 736,
lM-t49,151-153, 154

Fnndud.jak -18,23
Furnus (Fimouz, Fournouze) *
18,23,27

G
Galveston- 76
Germanicea voir Marache
Germany - 145-146
Goksune - 126
&dce-27

H
Hadjin (Hadjine) - 18,126,
Hedjaz - 150

I
Islahi6 (Islahieh, Islahai) - 13,

22,29-33, 37, 40, 42, 56, 59-60,
64, 69, 71-72, 74-77, 89, 98,
120,130, 137, r44,146, 150

Ismid- i50
Israel- 124

J
Jerusalem - 147,152-153

K

Kara-Beyekli- 118

Karpout - 42
Kars - 10
Kilis (Killis) - 103, 126, 135,
145

Kishif - 23

L
Levant - t49,152
Liban- 149,153
Little Armenia-77
London (Londres) - 6-7, Ll-L2,
22-23,77,154
Loudonville- 152

M
Malatia- 42
Marache (Marash, Marasch)
L0-12, 17 -22, 27 -30, 32-33, 38-
45, 4748, 51-53, 55-59, 65, 61,

70-7 l, 7 3, 7 6-77, 79, 8r, 83, 8,5,

87, 89-93, 96, 98, r02-r04, 11 l
118, t23, 125-t27, 129-131,
133, 135-146,149-153
Marseille - 9, 13, 144, 153
Massachussetts- 152
Mersina (Mersine) - 20, 28

Moscou- i0
Moudjoukddrdsi (Moud.yorrI

Ddressi) - 47,118-119
Moudros (Mudros) - 12, 92, I \.'

N
New Brunswick- 6

New Haven- 7

New York - 77, 92, 146, l',tt
r52-t53
Near East- 18,90, 110, I ltr,
1s0-151

o
Orient - 140-141
Osmanid -- 143
Ourfa - lI7, 126, 144

P
Palestine -20,144
Paris - 27-28, 32, 38, 41, 43,
136,145,150,154
Fazarjik - 91
Prcohe Orient * 132,150, i 54

a
Qaia-Cache - 46

Qanle-ddrd - 50

R
R6publique d'Arm6nie - l0
Rdpublique Frangaise * 153
Russia - 139

S

Sachsegeuzu - 43
Samaria * I 13

San Francisco - 76,151
Selefl<e - 19

Sis - 126

Sivas- 42,138,140-141

Smyrne - 27, L26, 15A
Stamboul - 140
Syrie - 149

T
Taurus Montains - 17, ,,t.

Texas - 151

Toulouse - 6
Transcaucasie - 150 :;:\'':
Trdbizonde - 153
Turkey (Turquie) - 1.7, 19, ZZ,
64, 7 l, 76-77, 91, 139, 145-147,
ts2

v
Verdun * 95
Vienne- 132

Y
Yale -7
Yenidjdkald (Ydnidjd-Kat6) -
45, 47, I lB-1 1g

Z
Zeitorn (Zeitun, Zeytoun) - 18,
23,27,63-64, r50

r50 161



TABLE DES MATITRES

l/aroujean Poghosyan Avant-propos (en armdnien) """"""""""""" 5

Varoujean Poghosyan Avant-propos (en frangais) """"""""""""" 10

Premiire partie
Documents de la Presse europ6ene

Extact from the article British Seize Turkish Arsenal ..."""""""""' 17

Extract from the article l.500 Victims of the Turk . l'... ".. " " " " " " " " " 17

7.000 Victims of the Turk. A Reign of Terror-.... """"" 18

American Mission Besieged.-..- """"""""" 18

Protest to General Gouraud....- '"""""""""' 19

Extrait de I'article l,es dvdnements de Cilicie.. """"""" 19

16.000 Armenians Killed out of 22.000-....'....'.....' """"20
The Marash Outbreak.'... """"20
A Visit to Cilicia .."""""""""22
En Cilicie.... """"23

Deuxiime partie
Les attestations des contemporains

Le massacre des Armdniens de Cilicie prend des

proportions inqui6tantes .........--...."..""' 27

Les massacres de Marache. Une nouvelle confirmation.'.'.'.'."."""" 28

Telegram from the bishop Naroyan to Nubar Pasha....'...-.....'...."""' 28

Sur les 6v6nements arriv6s i Marache ".."'29
Lettre de I'abb€ Pascal Maldjian d M. Mihran Damadian .....'.'..-'-'...32

Lavdite sur les dvdnements tragiques de Marache. ..... '38

Extraits du liwe de Br. M. Abadie Les quatre sidges d'Aintab.'.'......41

Extraits des m6moires de Mateme Mur6 Le massacre de Marache '.. 43

Exhacts from the Memoirs of M.E. Elliot
Beginning Again at Ararat .'.'...'........".- 56

Extracts from the the Diary of YMCA Secretary Crathem...-.--.....'...77

Extracts from the Memoirs of S.E. Ken The Lions of Marash...'..'...91

Extracts from A Memoir of the Armenian Genocide by
Abraham H. Hartunian .... L02

Extraits des m6moires de Monseigneur Jean Naslian...................... 117

TroisiCme partie
L'opinion public sur les massacres de Marache

The Massacres in Cilicia ...... 135

Extrait de I'article Les dvdnements de Cilicie .............. 135

La lettre d'A. Tchobanian i LI. L. Barthou.. ................ 136

Les 6v6nements de Cilicie......... ........,...... 137

Exffact from the article After the Armistice........".. ....... 138

Armenians Bumed A1ive........... ............... 139

Extrait de I'article de Paul Louis L'intervention
armde en Orient ? ....-.-....--.... .............. 140

Extrait de I'article de Paul Lottis Les prdparatifs de

Ia nouvelle grerre d'Orient............"...... .................. 141

Extract from the article The Hand af Murder
is passing over Arrnenia... .................. 141

Extract from the article French Pres tige Inj ured ............................. I 42
Extrait de la Protestation de Mgr. Mouch6gh S6ropian................... 143

Extrait de l'article d'E. Br€mond La Cilicie en 1919-1920............. 144
L'avis du gdn6ral E. Br6mond i propos de la retrzite des

troupes fran9aises.... ........I44
Exhait de la prdface d'E. Brdmond publi6e dans le liwe de

Paul de V6ou.........."
Extrait du livre de M. Paillards Le Kemalisme devant les allies .....-
Extrait du liwe de Br. M. Abadie Les quatre sidges d'AIntab .........
Extract from the article of H.A. Gibbons......
Extract from the Memoirs of M.E. Elliot Beginning

Again at Ararat
Extract framA Memoir of the Armenian Genocide

r44
145

145

t45

146

byAbrahamH. Hartunian ..-......-.........147
Notes......... 149

162 163


