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ANUSH HOVHANNIFVAN

THE PROCESS OF THE ARMENIANS' WEALTH SEIZING IN
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND KEMALIST TURKEY

SUMMARY

The G shoaild be o
proces of destruciion aml sonstructiom, namely, the prossss of shaping a
mew' Turkish idenbily exterminating an ethnic group (Ammenians). The
sesilt of such & procesi of “comstricting 8 oew  denlity”  or
*homoponization” of Anstolia (bat in facy, #s “Turkification™) were the
Anmenian Genoside and deprivation of their bomeland  (Western
Armeniay. Deporiation and massacres were sccompanied by plusdering
them and destroying their culliral valies, A chameteristic featurs of the
Armonian Genocide is the invelvement of civilisns in i compliciny in the
atae crime was based on priveie imterests — enrichment  throsgh
plundering the Armenians’property. Theseby the state moc cnly baid pan
of the respansibility upon crdnary Musdims, bal to some extent ensuned
mass suppart 1o its criminal acts. The deporation of the Arbeiians began
as far back &5 in February 1985, Mumerous temporary lnws, resalutions.
socret circulans and orders had besn adopeed from: May up 10 Movembsr
1915, which pursoed two nain chjeclives: 1) to suize olmost all the
proporty of the Armenians, down the last detall; 2) 1oty o Rilly conkrol
the seizure and expropristion amd somechow prevent the cormaption and
pillage of ibe government efficials and local common people, Cerman
legal scholars and the busingis commisnily of leanbul callod ibese lows
“the legalization af pillage® BEventually. property of the Anmeiiais
served smveral purposes: it was used o meet the nesdre of Muslim
retugees 1o fonm & MusHis bourgeoisie; 1o suit various military reeds; o
cover the expenses for deporting the Anbeniais, o clear debts and

i of the go i hilisty mlitia disring the
Kenmls msvement. There is mformatian that o part of seized Nisncial
= ol the s itnil by the Turkish govemment in
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the lamks of Germany and Ausiria, bt it passed inte the disposal of the
Entenie powers after thele defeat in the war  In April 18923 (in the
Kemalist pericad) the Grand Mational Asssmbly of Turkey adopled the
“Liquidation Law” with the view of the conclusive seizure of not only
peivonal, bui alse real estates of the deporiees. W was in faree up b
Movember 1988 Thus, the project en creating a new Turkish mational
Sitate in te Komalist vision, the loying of the economic basic companents
of the republic. the primary accumuabation of capital in the hands of the
MuslimTurkish rising upper middle class (i e the embadiment of pan-
Tuskic idea of "nationn] economy”) — all this wos Inrgely (mplemented
through  genacide, oxiles and expropristion of the propery of the
Armenians, Gresks, Assyrians, i e. of their Christian fellow citizens.
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