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CRiSIS in SyRia:

CHALLEIIGES FOR FAITH Communities
International Consultation

Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
Etchmiadzin, Armenia

11-12 June 2014

Tuesday, June 10

Arrival of participants and accommodation

Wednesday, June 11

08:00 Breakfast
08:30 Ecumenical Prayer in the Chapel
09:30 Opening Session

Moderator: His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukian
. Greetings of His Holiness KAREKIN II, Supreme Patriarch and

Catholicos of All Armenians
el ings of His Hovik Prime Minister of

the Republic of Armenia

. Greetings of Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary of the
World Council of Churches

. Greetings of His Eminence Theodore Cardinal McCarrick on behalf
of His Holiness Pope Francis Bishop of Rome and Supreme Pontiff of
Catholic Church

. Greetings of His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Aphrem Il Patriarch
of Antioch and All the East of the Syrian Orthodox Church

. Greetings from Middle East Council of Churches and the
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representatives of the Churches
11:00 Coffee break
11:30 Session |

Moderator: H. E. Theodore Cardinal Edgar Mccarrick, Archbishop
Emeritus  of Washington-Political Developments in Syria and
Humanitarian Perspectives

o Presentation by Mr Antoine Laham, Senior Political Advisor, Office of
the Joint Special Representative of the United Nations and the League of
Arab States for Syria,

o Discussion on role of the Churches in building bridges and alleviating

the suffering of people.

13:00 Lunch break
15:00 Session Il
Moderator: His Eminence Archbishop Jean Kawak
-The Presence and Witness of the Christians in the Middle East in the
Context of the Transformations in the Arab World

o Presentation by Michel Nseir, WCC Programme Executive for the Middle
Eas

o Input from Churches in the region

o Discussion on the situation of Christians in the region, and particularly in

Syria
16:30 Coffee break
17:00 Session Il
His i ishop Dr Vicken
Aykazian

-The Armenian Communities of the Middle East and Syria and Their



Perspectives

o Presentation by Dr Nicolai Hovanishian, Advisor of the Director of the
Institute of Oriental Studies, National Academy of Sciences in Armenia

o Input from Churches in the region

o Discussion

o Composition of Communique Drafting Committee

18:30 Break
19:30 Dinner hosted by the Armenian Syrian Community and Mr.
Gabriel Ghenberji.

Thursday, June 12

09:00 Ecumenical Prayer in the Chapel
09:30 Departure from the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
-Visit to Memorial of Armenian Genocide and Prayer

13:00 Lunch

15:00 Session IV

Moderator: Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, WCC General Secretary -
-Report of the Drafting Committee: Communique (See page 47-48)

16:00 Press conference

19:00 Dinner hosted by His Holiness KAREKIN I, Supreme Patriarch and

Catholicos of All Armeni

Friday, June 13 Departures



Crisis in Syrin:
Challenges for Faith Communities

11-12 June, Mother See of Holy Etchimadzin.Consultation

List of invitees

His Holiness KAREKINII, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians,
Co-President of the WCC Mr Hovik Abrahamyan, Prime Minister of the
Republic of Armenia

N Name Church
1 H. G. Bishop Mikayel Ajapahyan | Primate of Shirak Diocese
2 Very Rev. Fr. Shahe Ananyan Head of Publishing Department
Metropolitan of Horns - Syria
3 H. G. Bishop Abdo Arbach The Melklte Greek Catholic
Patriarchate Of Antioch And All
East
. E. Archbishi Vicke
4 h.5 A.rc PichopDe Vicken Armenian Apostolic Church
Aykazian
Rector of Worth, Anglican
5 Rev. Canon Anthony Ball
Church
&l Blshen Detitiibe CHatbak Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of
r
s R:G:Bishop Demetrios EhatiaX | antioch;andiallthe East
7 Jias El-Halabi Associate General Secretary,
D e Rl Middle East Council of Churches
: Ei :
8 PFoDr LEShard EMbRE Community of Sant' Egidio

Gialloreti




Bishop Em. Dr Johannes

9 Friedrich Evangelical Church in Germany
10 | H.G. Bishop Bagrat Galstanyan | 20 ©f the Social Doctrine
Department
i Kk Brchtishop:Dionlslos Jean Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate
Kawak
Senior Political Advisor
Office of the Joint Special
12,] MEAREsine Lafiam Rep.resentative of the United
Nations
and the League of Arab States
for Syria
13. | H.6. Bishop Hovakim Manukyan | o2 Of nter-Church Refations
Department
14 H. E. Cardinal Theodore Edgar Archbishop Emeritus of
McCarrick Washington
15 | H. E. Archbishop Rafael Primate of Armenian Catholics in
Minasyan Armenia, Georgia and Eastern
Europe
H. G. Bishop Armash Hagop Primate of the Diocese of
fo Nalbandyan Damascus
17 | Dr Karen Nazaryan Head of Round Table Foundation
18 | Mr Stanley J. Noffsinger General Secretary, Church of the
Brethren - USA
19 | Mr Michel Nseir WCC Programme Executive
Public Witness, Special Focus on
the Middle East
20 | H.G. Bishop Mitich Proshyan | Primate of Aragatsotn
Chair ot Church of Norway’s
21. | Rev. Eilert Rostrup Committee of International
Affairs
Moscow Patriarchate
22. | Fr Dmitri Safonov Department for Inter-Religious
Relations
23 | Mr Levon Sargsyan Ambassador-at-large of RA




24 | H.E. Archbishop Sahan Sargsyan | Archbishop of Aleppo
% Dean of Gevorgian Theological
25 | H.G. Bishop Gevorg Saroyan University
H. E. Archbishop Marek 4 Y "
26 | Sliynski Apostolic Nuncio Of Armenia
27 | Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit General Secretary, World Councill

of Churches




LhUNLUS NULULLhUSUL

anljwnp,

22 QUU. prpuljhg whnun, Spnmpyut Juunwludnp gopshy

28m Prut U Py wiy. Uqquyht
! pnilibph whnh b
229UU. Up Pyl wnbopkth

UGrudNe ULGUGLRD G UhLhUSH QU3 QUUUSLLLEGL R
Bduruus GnuLvuurutre

dw i Lo, wnniiny
EwyG npp qupkip 2wpmGuy Yoyt bW Inp Uupw, phuly
XIX nuph uqpltphg’ Utpéunfnp Uplbpp: 2wybpG wyuntn b6 dlaugnpl)

npuytiu T Gpulg L wyuntin GG Juquwynpt
Gpwbg pnnp wlnmpynGatpp, wyn pynd L Uppwyhg wppw Shgputb Ukoh
hpiGwo Qwjuwl Yuyupmpymbp, huly ShgpwG ULOpG hpG wpfuwphh
plinlu wiGwhwynGh hetwnnp, <endh ubGunnp Shglpnp hngulty b «Ut-

(hp Uupjw wi-wghdy” «Uupugh (ko wppw'»: 4w wnweht

tplyhpG Ew)fuwphni . np 301p. pphumnGnipymiGp wwpwnGuugbu hoswlby
EwtuwlwG ypnG, huly gu GuGuynd b, np ginphpy huwykph E np htilg
Utpdwynp Upltippnid E hwyny) wewehG pphunntpu whnmpymbp: Uy

U kot wfuwphh witGwhpG L p6 punui-

pwlyppmipymGatphg Thlp’ Qwyuui punupwlyppmpynip:
AQtin

g hwplauG L

Ll G Gl wpwohl huwy hw-

! Marwan al-Mudawar. Armenians Troughout of History. Beirut. 1982. p. 149 (in
Arabic)
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dwyGpltpp b ng Ghuyl hwy, wyile hptiwwl, wunpuoiu, hnGuyod, Jpo-

guilw, wiiquu hpG hinyuilwd, Gty ghuwGhGEph, L wy) hwdw)Gpitpp:

UdkGwyl huuwhwlnpjudp hwyujui wowehl hwdwGpltphg dkyp
EE inul: Qpu jwp tphG

lllupl:np tiquyp ulhllhllnlpjnlh[lhpl huwnnpynud dhtpnnp Uquphw® «Gpot-

uwntdp { i £ JjhG Yulp dwlph wuwwnbkphg
Glpu» p wpdbpujnp muniGuuppnpyul dhe®: L Gonud T ap huytipG m-
(ikghy kG hpklg G6hG hwwnmy n <hé

punwiiwup, npp bpmu\ur[hdb snpu pununiwutiphg GY6 Ep: Ujne Gphpp
£n] Ut i i L <pliwlul pununfuubbpG Bpa: Wu-
wtin, Gnud | U I} Quwy i intpjwl iy L6 tnkp L dpGsl
opu 2wpni( U kG dGwy G Th dh wpp uppuifuy-
ptipp, hsugtu Unipp 2wynph qwtpp, Wawgh U bwjuduwgh nGpp’: 2wy bigt-
nbight Yupnipy L oG i g htin hwufG Jpuwk
Ytk Shpng unipp 1. Unipp Uwaphunth ghpbquwtip Stpubiu-

finud, Pkprkhtih Eyknkght’ byl
Upwpltiph ynnihg Gpouwntdp gpubjng htinn, dwy Gytntgne nhp-

ptipp Wwght i: Uy pjudp Lhipnnp U hw( htn-
Ju Juplnp wbntynipym@a k. o Qwy Y-

tpfumdnuip Gpouuwnbd, dhyGmd E
Utippw b hupwdh hhiGunpp Unthwidwny dwpguptihg unwinud hpnyuip-
wwy, npp Lpuwk Witp G ¥ pG hwybph Ypwph b

qnuph wuywhnynipynGp: Pupunth hpdwghpp Guwnod | <w) pphutnni-

Ju tiytntignt hpunjmGptpp G ih popnp wyG ypw, n-

> Sku. V. Azariya, The Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem. Urban Life Behind
Monastery Walls, London, 1984.

Uyt wlnaud:
Unyl wknou:



pnlp qunud EhG Gpuw Jbpwhulnnupywé wwl’: Gy bpp uwhdu Odwpp
638p. qpuymud £ Gpnwwwnbdp, wuw Gw hp Gop hpogwpowg-$tugugm]
hwunuwnnd EwyG popnp Gpugfupplbpp, np Unthwddwny Gwpguptl b
Ep dwy G: Zugkpp Bpmuwnbdnud b bpw gpgurljuypnud Yuinw-
gnud kb puquimphy Eyknkghtkp b Jubpkp: Zuy kjknkgn hnglinp w-
nuiglinpyiphg Uluwnuup . nph wyghby k Bpnuuumbd VI quiph Jhuk-

phiy, bpnud E np wylunkn knky & ng & huygljuljmb Eyknkgh: db-
wmuquynid Ly gnt wyn | | Gbipt k U bt hwpgoud Uy-
Joipjwl i L Gpw (il G b, Upppwyh U Uhow-
qlinph wppwlwy Uwpwh wi-2hip (1171-1193pp.)%, nph GufuGhltpp w-
JwuwwGh ppntiphg EpG, npnlp joud EhG wp

i; Zkinmqu quipkpmd Abudnpgoud b6 hugbph U uwpwowzp-

owih dntu dnqnujnipnGtph Gop hunfwyiplbp:
Uil wpnh 2w) uqumnpu alaunpy £ 1915p. OutwilijwG Yusyupnip-

Juulnud Ty hwytipp

Gnipjwl wpryniGpoud, npp wuwndnpjul ik duti £ npugtiv XX nuph wew-
oht : Tunupp Upldwjwl <wy tdwupl k, npl Ou-
Gwlywl Guyupnipyul Gugin ity tp 1639p". ih L

ompphuwyh hol YlpYwd Gwup-h-Chphlh wuydwlwgpy:

A gunn ks hupg b, muwnh Uklp hwlhpd Yuibg funtkup dhu)@
htantywy tpbp hpdG ipf inupyw Ypw, Gpluw
utp Y p: Unwghl' ghnuuuyy pjub htwlwépn] Utpduwy]
Upltippnad b Upphwynad hwy hwdwyGpatph wnwwgnuip, Gpypopy’ Gpulg

S Unyb whnoul.

& 'bm]‘u ko :
b upundnpynit ( Viin.- 151613) A

Up\up\lhpp VI q\uphg il 1516p.: Gplual, 2003, Lp 328-330:
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qupqugiwl hpdGwlput Gpkp thnbpG m Gpulg pmpughpp, L, tppopn
Gpulg qnynipjuil htinwGupGpp:

Gphwpnipptipp pjul Ynnihg

Qwyng ¢ Jmap gtig
Unwghl, hwytph quiquowihG vupubnipymb Gpulg puy pGoppwGmd’
Uplawjwl <wjwunmwmd, Epgpouth, Ugwuh, lowpptipgh, Rhpihuh, Twlh
1 Vpwppbiptiph YhputpGlpnd, U outwiwG fwjupmpywG popop wy hw-
JuipGuly Juypkpnnd: Bpypopy, Gpulg dwgwo wwuh ngiaugmil wpwpw-
Jul whwuwpunGtpnud, Upphwgh m bpuph wopudpGipmd, npnGgny wag-

Gt LG hwy pné np i Gphwpnippuiljul nt-
YuywpnpymGp hwjuinugwd tp, np b pldu dnungdwG wpupGiph G
Yquh hp wpymGnn gnpoh i Puyg wyn hupgmd Gw sw-
pugwp Gpp hwy
Uhphwyh, bpuph L dymu Juwnwp-
kg Upwp pynilip, npl wund kp owdwGjwG
pymbip L tn pnippuwilpuG 0h
nhd, ng Thwy@ sijnug pnippuiljul i i, wyil quwlgh

tGpupytim| hptb, oqGnipjul dtnp UkyGkg hwy wmwpwaghpltphl, Gpulg
wngli prughg hp upwnf b ww geGtipp: Apw 2Gnphfy] hwpymp hwqupunnp
hwy ght twhfwl i g: 2w

hwdw fuwphwhG ) G ik pjul w-
WhGuuym@ npulnpniiGlipg WEYG B <GGg wyu hwlquitwlpp htuuqu-
Jnud y6enpny ntip fuwipug Uhphugnid b wpupwipuG dnw GpypGhpoa” b-

pupmid, 1] ini, & a, mG O hw-
Jtph hwunwndwG e dipopyw hwy uthyninph wnwowgiwl hundwp:
Uju quuulgnipjudp hupy Gp v U I
pjul dh Jpw Lu, Gpwbg I 1h-
Gbnt L huyp I} Ju ) tpp htn, npp
s b o bt kph Yy



bpwlubwgGtn pphunnbyu hwytph, pGsujtu Gl ‘Hnﬁmmlh hnyGliph

U <wpywphp meowyp Juypbpp

pipplpp L ghl pujwdh dh
hpdGwpwp uyqpnibp, llln)ulhu qpddhp hpdGunpogpp: 9w wpuptpbl
wkpuht E, npp punwgh G, I I «klpuhny I 1 dnnnynipr-

Gtp», npnp quGmd b6 pupudh b pupud |]|u\|lulm|| dntumwGGph hyw-

i Yud | Qunippul wuly: bupwdh wyny hpdGupup
npnigpp wwpwdynd Ep ng dnungdwd, wyp YpnGatp nuiwbng wyl dnnn-
YnipnGtiph ypw, npnGp mGGHG hpGg uppwquil ghppp L yngynid I',I)ﬁ‘ «Uhy-
wi-phpwph»’ «Qpph dnnuunipny: Apwlg pypG EhG wwnlulmd pphu-
winlywlbpp hwybpp, hnyGhpp, wunphGipp L punptwluGGpp, npnGp m-
GGG pbGy uppuqui ghppp ChpwG-Tunguown g, hptwGpp, n-

nnlg uppuquit ghppp Enpwé kp, qpuin npnlig
qhppp tp: yG qhadph gpGtph Jtpnhpjw

n ng fw dnnnynipnGEphG piguwapnid Ep wwy-
by huy i 4, quifuby hptGg YpnGp, Gpwfuwdnpfnd tp
Gpwubg Yubpph pyniGp, gnuph whd pymGp, wuwh-
wuwlymy thG Gputg uppunjuypbpp, GytntghGtpp, upGuqngGtpl mGkGw-
L I pymGGtp 1 Upqb-
ynid tp «Qpph dnnmjnipnGiphs prih gnidp: «Qpph
pp» GGpwlw thG pptlg i i hnqlnp

i I julp: Wy popnph nhdwg

«Q-pph dwnnynipnGhppy whwp EyGupthG huwonl qifuwhwpl’ ohqhw®:
Uhw hujudwlwl wyu hpdGwnpnypl Ep, np Wpuuyytiv nnGwhwpty L
()Uﬁluﬁjwﬁ {uyupnipymGnid, huy Unwoht hmﬂm)[u\uphm_]hu wuwntpuqih
Lnpty quib Jht wpntip] i, polu-

qml]php]] alny:

# Uncruryr Bocroxoezerms AH CCCP, Hlenan . Kparxuit cripasowrink, Mockea,
1983, ¢. 37;
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1 wyn néj pymGp, npp tp hupwdp,

i w)luwphf dh wyGuhup wwnwp-
Ytih htnhGwynepnd, n[lu]jmhh Utippwyh 2tphd b Zhgwqh Yununjuphs
Zmukj hplt Uth wy- 2wghdht kp, npp ubpnud bp Pupudh hpdbughp
Unthunffwy twpqupkh tnyl Uniply; ghnh Zwphth wnhihg: Upw

pupdp htnghtwmpmbp hubugl g y hawphnul wyuyun-
|npywd bp Epyne q ]: Unwighl, b, htiswku tpykg, mn-

quith ukpoud bp Pupunth hhdwghp Unthunbi 1@ Eh winhihg:

Eplpapy, pupunfmly owphp Epyne wofklupbng uppugy

klunpnbiltkpp Ubppwh b Ubnhbumb, quinjnn thi tpu hmjwbunjn-

poipjub tkppn, high wnwbglwhunnntl Yohe kp inwhu tpui:
Znwubyh ppl Ugh wy-2wohdhi, snpu npphbkph’ Ughh, Upguyquhbh,
Shjumh b Qnh htn dhwwuhb 1916p. giluwnptig wpuplph 060 wuju-
il outwljw@ pjwl ntd b Juplnp gp jouqug

Outwibywl Yuyupnippubi Yog L hpuybunpyn-
hg wpuiplkph wquunmgpunt gnpénul’:

L 1916-1917pp. hujualwly fuwphh poitkphtt hnws hp
kpyn nupdkpnud juunnpkh pltunuunty & Gpupmppuljul jm-
wnlgnipput b Owfurbywl Yuyupnipjut nhljuwpibp Eujkpht, fu-
|bwiphts b Qkafuyhis, npntip, hlsuyku hunjunnuguis kp Ukppugh okphdp.
uhiy puquipriwbnipyntt bhi Jupnd’; L qunwgguponnd b ow-

% Sk’ N.Hovhannisyan, Arab Historiography on the Armenian Genocide, Yerevan,
2005, p.138.

1%Manshur ham min sharif Mekka wa amiruha ila jamihi ikhvanihi al-muslimin.
1916 huzeiran 26-"Masadir al-Arabiya hawla jarima ibadati al-Arman( A Coomon
Appeal of the Sheriff of Mecca and its Governor to all Muslim Brothers , July 26,
1916. Arabic Sources About the Armenian Genocide)", Beirut, 1988, p 11-19 (in
Arabic).
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puplibph U Yugupnipjul Wnw ny poupp phwlsnuppub, wyn pinnd b

huybph bl (p tpwlyg pumupuljubmpyntp: Upy fuuulignie-
Junlp tw Al | kpbp hubiquiiwip. w/ wpuwplbphl b Yugu-
pouppuil pjnp dnnnmpnibpht poippuighbint kpfuapripphph thopdk-
pp. P/ pPunimlmb ghppnpnonup wpwpltph b wpupkpbup bijua-
Afundp, npp Untumuibikph uppuquit gpph’ Unpuith (kqmi kb, ¢/ hu-
Jiph quiigrwdught uywinp Unught hunfughwuphught upunnbpuquh
duniwluly:

Cun Zmukjl hplt Uph wy-Zwohdhh, Ephupnipptph pumupulu-
tmpnitip hwljmunud bp huunth uljqpnibpbphl b bpubp «lughy L

Yuregkpp  pupunful howphh, uppuquit Unputh U uniblugh
hbuw'!: L, tjunnf niikbuwng kphupnippph polnudwljwb ghppapn-
onulp wpuplbph Yuite Equh by bowy wqqu-
1ht prkph fwalnunud, Akpmpnud, Ulgnud, bpniuunk-

Al 1915-1916pp. bphunpnipbph nklunjun Sk thugwgh hpandutng
Yuhinut hubp, hp kphne bunholikpod, huugbugpdus hudu

1 1 SR R e 0y
pupt q fowphh wald T nElufuplphl b huy jau=

ubpht, gpoud k. «Gphwpnipphph punupulutinipjmbp phghubng o
shits smih Pujunth i hupunbnljut wouphtnpymibbbph b Uha

frurh wyu | £ Outwjwb il
whwnnpyma:
Zmuky hpl Ughln tfwl bqpuljugmpyut hwbqkg b Zuygluiljul

! putlt ht

huipgnud tphunpnipptph Yhe punup
hiwGwn] hwyng ghnuuwwinpyul dwwh@, Gw 1916p. hwnny Guiwy t

' Uny ik
2 Loyt wbmnud



Zoow ¢ g0

qpoid i i i puGuyph
bpuifwGunpGhpht' bp npgmG tehp Shjuwih, L tipp Upy wy Ughq wy
Quppwihl, b jupquypnud bpubtg w6 winalh ogGmipymG gniyg wwy

hwy i L «uqupuyy | Gpulg wylutu , hGaybu nmp
wwwupuGnd bp dtp whdp, dtp GpkjuwGphl L dtp mGhgYwopp, npm-
htanls GpuiGp WnrunipiwGbph qRudhGbG H»':

Qi hjGunpnipp Guuugbu swpm Guilt b onGubwpgb) Gl ht-
woudwljub, dhpopjw [ I, nph (G Ll Jtpgtipu
hwy whwlwynp hwwwpupolut qnpohs <putu Ghaph, pmppwlwé pw-
Guilgh Iy llu[lujll wupunipymGp, oyl npuun pupdp wunhGua

hngl 1 L Jupnihy hngl
nudp L wgy plngph wy n6hpitp:
Uju hjniph Ypw i Jul Ut wyl L
np (i pupuip £ Jupundhg:
¢ hupudp L hujudh gpwhG Jpati-
nha, 1 G & wy) YpnG i [ 3
qhddhGtiph ppuniGpGlpp wwwuwln nhpppmy, dhamtn «prippw-
Yub plnpn L GG mt poGoipymGp: Uy

hwpghG wnpupupdty 66 wpwp wyGwhup htnhGuyltp, hGgytu Uwith
Quhp wy Mhbp (Lhpwhwb), Wptpn <umpwhl ( Uhphw) , ooy <w-
uwl Qwhap (Gohuynnu) L yun niphpGtip:

¢ i ph 2Gnphhy  Ubpéunjng
Uplbpnid dlwnnpytightn hwy hwiwjGpGp m uihqe gpdkg hwy Gop

uthyninphti:

Zugluljwh tnp wihyninpl bp qupquigdw@ pipwgpnid whgty k tptip
thm:
15, T fa( VII.-2005p.), 2.1,

Outftbyus hpurylnnput ppgw, 1516-1918, Bplut, 2004, tp 565:
7k



Unwght timijG plngpymd & 1920-1945 pywipwGtpp, npp dGp wijw-
Gt BGp «wy udyninpl Gugiwgnpdwd g : 2ugbpp, ogutyn| wpwp
dnnnypnh b ppfuwGnipymGGtph pwppuguiud Jipuptpdmiphg, unbnot-
ght hptiGig wqqughG GphwdwyGpuyhl fuenggltpp b qunpuiuGh Yup-

g nupdwl ( hul wpwpw-

LG bplpGlipp’ bputig bpypnpn hugpbGhpp: <wjbph wwhjwopp b gnpom-

GhmpymGp ywwn pupdp b6 wpwp DsGitpp:
1943p. wlwfunpymG Gwewd Upphwyh wnwghG wpbiqhnbln Snipph
| huy hund kph Ghpgpmudp Up-

T 1y jup

phuyh b Thpwiuth wiluwhumpport hutwp dndus supupnd, huy-

Lniup(hl, pupdp g

puiptg. «Ubp 1N ) huwytiph hwinbyy hwing-
unilph md mGh: Qwytipp Uhphuwymd G wyG GG
np ogugnid 66 Uppjnugh wpwpGlipp: bul bpb ) op npll, 464G nqlGuw nn-
hwytiph Uhppwyh b 1] Utig. tu wyn pu-
GG wpqlip whnp (hEE b hwpyh6 wppwiu gGng» ' Gunn pupap b qhu-
hunnty huwybph ghppapnonuip Lhy b wqquyht-wquinwgpuly

pupdnulibpht hwbmt Chpwtwbh whiwhmpot, Gol Uhpobuob)
Fupdpugnyl nEurupmpnitp: Ul Uhpatwbh wnaght wpbqh-

bl Fhowpw wy-ompht T h huy b h nbljuupmpe-
Jutt htun 1943 p. pnkupkpht huitinhuytut dudwbil, huwy-
by b «2ugbpp huunmupp b6 b bhdus Uhpuitwihl, bpa dn-

Ipbt b uhwtunpntppuiip: Chpwbubh huy hunfuglipy Chpwbu-

tth dnnnipyh wipudwh b b
Gplpnpy inp «Qwy hwdwyGpltpp wipuwGniwG L wpuopotol
b

“«dnr[nt[mpqh Quyw, phlpmp 11 l]hl.l\nhdphpb 1943p.

(1939 1958) Bplwl, 1967, ty 135



ipnud (ipwlig nbiph dpugdwl thny@ t», npé plngpnud dmn pwnnpr
qup’ 1946 i g- UpGsL-1970
Uyu thnpned wénud | hwytiph pwpwulp Ukpéwynp W Upgha L]\Lthmm

Gipwnyug bputp, luuuﬁl.[m[ dnwn 800 hwquiph: Lwytipp puntnud b6 wwn-

wlinud, G wwpnntuttp,

Jatamiy w tip, dwu
huwwpihzutGup: buly Upphwé U LhpwGwGp guning 66 2wy Uyaepp
YhGwpnG:

Gppapn oup SbGp whjwln bop «Ubpawdap Uplbph huy huuGp-

Gt i g U Gpulg guwG Ginpétph (i », npp
uluytig 1970 G itpht | UhGsk opu: dw wpn-
Jmlp tp wnwehG htipphl wpuwphG dhouninnipjw, pil lnuzl[[\g ZX‘ Juipkip
qoupu Gty Gwl GlpphG npny hwGqua ( g

wnwldGwlnd L topulh WWG-h. bupwybih bt @mpphwyh pugwuwlwt
nhppopnynatl wpwpwlwG wyl bpypGiph hwGnbw, npap pupbluiulwi
pJuGakp mGLHG R G Uhnipjw htun: Upny, tnjwlhg ju-

puplyynipG mGkp pp dnnpwghw: Zhoklp, np pu wwep wunnkpuqih
opowitilt kp: Uy wwnbpwqinud UUL-p MUZU-p hunfwpnud Ep gjhaun]np
p2uwdhl b dqund tp popnp dhgngpny pmypuglity JvULU=h nhpptipp w-
nuwpwlwG bpypGtpo, npoighg dh pwhup htw, psuytu Upphwd, Gopuy-
wnup, bpwpp, Buklp, Gw mGbp YapYwo pupbljuwdnpyut n Inuﬂ\uqnpbml{v

guipjul i JGwgptip: TUL-p wyny

np hwnad bp npugbu jpugnighs hiGupwGp fonphpnuyh Uhnepyut Luqqh-
gmpyul mdtnugiwd b yuwhuypuidwl hudwp, nun b Gpo puguuwui
nhppnpnynudp wwpuwoynd Ep Gk wtinh hwy hwawyGpGtph Jpu: Uwlw)G
hwpy Gp hwdwpnid plgoty, np dwy hwidwylpltpp hwdwypubpp ng pt
TonphpwhG UhnipjuG Gond@ kp, wyp Gpue uqind quligon oophpnughG
Quywunwp yonip: Wu G i sEhG ud skhG
mgnud Gunty: N hwpwotyng DULU-hG i i tplyp-
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Gtpht, GpwGp hwpywoG nupn EhG Gwl wy bpypGph huy hudwGplp)

ntal, npp nglsny q skp: Uyn ] i i wyth guwynnil npu-
Lnputght hp Al 1975-1989 i g i wuinb-
puqif dwdwlwy, npp Lumu]l l{hpmabq wyn tppbdGh ownlyniG tplyhpp: Whe
nlih swihtip p [ npl itiph htwn dhw-
uhG hp dbe wow Gul ip: L G w b W0 ow-

JuyGtip plnmétg, tpp pupwytjulw qnpphm] 1982p. Gbpjuntdtight Lppw-
Gw(, gpuftighG Atypupp b wyp punwplbp ne gynntp: bul TUL-p wpow-
qupp htpnwgltne b wpwpGiph ne hwybph wpunwqunpp fupwltne
Guunwyny GpuGg hwdwp htunwgptg dnunph Yhquygh npudugpoodp: Lh-
puliwihg wpnwqunpbg dnn 200 huqup huy b LhpwGwing diwg dnn

35-40 hwiquip hwy: LhpuGutp g Gy uhynnp \htiw-
pnl, npp pniwgptg Gt uhphuhwy hwdwGpp:

Bbupwyjtih i i Eowyl i Tw( np
pupw-hupwybjwyul wipnng I pjul 2p ud, wpup
pupuybpulub pninp hhiig wuankpuqdbkph dudwbw, onphpywgp6
Uh Gp wu, Tk itip)G, hul 1967p. hnitthupmb wyunk-
puqup j Juqtig itipp bupw-

JGih htw: Uy wunGwnny bupwytip bURU-pG ghumd bp npugbu poGudh
tpyhp L hwpgwop (hpwlwwhwympyuip Gw ppond tp Gl hupuwo
FULU-pG U Gpw nhpplph pniwgnid wpwpwlpwG wofuwphod: UGy,
np, bupwybip GnyGubu pp G i mGbgu LppwtiwGh L

ujniu i hw
by Ybpwptpnd E Ompphwjh6, wwyw Gw tojuyh ptiplo wikGuyw-
i| pyntlQ kp i huwytiph
Gp U hwy hwiwGpGph JEpugdwlp: Lw hp hudwp 60 uwywnGuihp tp
wyli hwlquiwbpp, np ip wi i itph 4w’ Up-

phuwynud, [ bpwpnud, Znp u JEunhtmud huwuww-

Yt Ehtt hwytipp, npalp hwjng g Jwl quhtiph wGdhpwlwb qu-
20



JuyGtpG thG. npnGg tplyhpp Gpulp gpundt) EphG, npnGp nghGs sthG Wnnw-
gt i Epl g " wwhw(-

ouuntip EhG: Lpwlp wwhwlemd thG ©nipphwhg ny Whwy Gwlwgk) hwjng

pymGp, wyle htn 4Gty pplGg pyhpp Uplainjut
Quwjwumnwlp: Muwp E@mpphw@ quGnd tp, np hwybpp pGspwl htnnt
quGytG Emppphugh uwhiwGGphg, wyGpw wyth pu): Uymu Yoandhg,
©Ompphw (pitn] GUSO-h whnuwd, nphG hwGdGupumjt) tp wupwhm]b
TonphpipuyhG UhnipjuG nbd mmqjwd wpltipwG plp, hpp GoygGutu Jw-
hwpgnwo kp, haswtu TUL-p L bupwgbp, JonphpywjhG Uhpjw@ pogwg-
dwip, hlsp pugnghy hwGquiwlp tp hwplwG wpupuywi GpypGiph

L il ;. nnmipy B

Gypnpy p huyluluG L Jw ot papnp huiuygGpG-
np umwgwl hpupmd, Gpp 2003p. TUL-h wptqhytibn S0pg A Ypnukpp
Gtpfumdtg hpup: Lwnupwljub wondm] bpupp gnpytg wlnmbnp, np-

wbinhg dhask opu sh nid pnipu quup: U pymGp qupéty kh-
pupjul Ywlph wnopyw Gplogpp, umGGhGhpp L 2hwGbpp vupubmd L
dnppnud b6 Wjtjwg: W vwpuwdtih dpanpnpup yun owbp Guntg bpuph
hwybiph U @niw ponp pppunnGyue hadwgGpGph ypuw, npnip dkowugtu

wmdnd GG 1l g JuGGphg,

Gpwlg ntad polntg 2wy L pphunnGjw
Wyniu hwndwy GpGtipp JtighG: Upulp pmd G b-
pupp L wy) juGtph pywpw-

Guwlp wyuop fuhun YpGuwnyty L bpupnid L Gpubp Ynpgpty b6 hptGg tp-
phiGh Juplop phipuunwpmip: Gw §6o ynpmun b hwdwyG pppunn-
Gt whunuphj hundwp: <wpy b GGy, np §has wyn , huGpugbmeiut
bpwph ntywjwpbtpp puptGupuun phppnpnynid &6 mGkgh) pphunntju-
Ghph, wyn pymd L hwjtiph Gundwp: Gu haGghyond L gpoyg B ntghy
Uhtwny <wuwl wy Cwpph htawn, np6 bpuph wpkqhnpiGG tp 1971-
19 i Utip qpaijgh dwd Gw Gbg, np «bpbilp ywn qnh
GG hpwpwhw)tippg, Gpup 2w wqGhy, Junwhtijh dwpnhy &6 L bpuph o-
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1, L hGpG hp pjul unuly tud popop
dhongGtipny Yupupnwbh hwybphG L poygp shuw, np Gputg ppuymGpat-
np nunGuhwpyty:

Ujdd whnpununGup Upphugh hwy hudwGphG Uhphwyh wuowndnp-
Jw hwiwnbpunnid: Upphw6 dywwujbu fuplnp pipuunwpnd b Gw-
GuinipymiG E niGlghy ©nipphwh hudwp & pugwehy phpuipunwpnid w-
pupwlpuG wyfiwphnns: Uh weppny hudwwpupatut it Qi Up-
i Lwubpl wuby E, np «Gpl Gghuyunnup wpupwlpuG wyfwwphp gioifuG k,
www Upphw6 Gpu pwpwfunG uppunpy: Unwohl hwdwyfuwphwyhb wuw-
wtpuqinid wwpnnpymb gpuo Empphwl tpptp sh hwut) wpupw-
{wi tpypGtiph, wrwehG htpphG Upphuyh Ynpuwnjw@ htiwn: pw dwuh Gh-
Yyuynod htanbywy 1, npnGp JoqGhl fw Ompphugh wpnh
punupwljwGnipymGp Upphuwgh, hiswtu Gwl wpupwywé dnu Gpippp

hwntiuy:

1919p. hnlntaiplph Untupw$uw Ludwpp Yngny nhiby ubphughGpht
dhwynpyt ©nipphwyh htin L i nidtpny it poy
Y@ whwnmpymGGtph nkd, pGgotiny «Utlp tGp,
JpunGh uygpmGpGtph. dhugllp wyl dwubpp, nubp wuwnljubng GG
Empphugh6»'® Ltdwip dqunad tp puippwlut
wnipymitp Upppuygh ypw, uwljuyG ¢ ghti L dhpdtgh
Phtwih wowgwplnpym GGtpp:

Puyg EnipphughG 1937-1939pp. g 1 i hwdwéug-

L Uliqihwygh gnippuip wlnud Uhphwé U Ujtp-

uwlnptinp uwGowyp 1939p. Yghy pptG'": Qau §hO nptipgmipym( tp UwG-
owljh plwlyhytpp U hwjiph hwdwp: Qwytipp,

sgwlpuGwny 4pyhG hwjnt puippuljul whpwwtnmpyw@ Gippn, |pb-

16 "Documents on British Forcign Policy. 1919-1939". First Series. VoLIV. London,
p.568.

7 U, Pugpunfjub, Upkpuwbnplinh Uwbgwyh hwpgp b uhgwqquyhl
njurtughnnupyctp (1936-1939 ) Bpliwi, 1988.
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ghti € i Gowlyp: Lnyl Yhpy Gl
Upunwqunplig 70 hwqup hwy b wpwp:

©Empphwl 1941p. | 1 hpum-
pupjnilpg, nhitg Qbpiwpugh pjulp Twdw)G-
b, np @mpphw hp iy pyulp LtinhG-Cunnun

Ppu ptwpnougol . gpulh |uu1,m1y umqmm ot hpwph Unumih

" hpple pli i i: Onuy-
phwé glinud bp QbpdwGhwghb, np ihg htunn nputp
aGph By huy} g fp Qwibp) 1% Uotlip,

np <|u|lnp|1 upphwhwynpyul YhlGnpnGa tp, ]\ul.1 Unumyp ppupwhwynipyul

Welp: Zwalpwbuh b, ph hlisughuh qutig upnn B bkp-
Yuyughly uhphpuhugnupyut U hpupuihwympnub gonuppaip, bpk vy
L htt Enupphugh dhpuhuynympyut nwl: Yw Owlw-

P T

July Eph Ynnuhg Zugng ghnuuuibnpjub tnp b Ypughp:
Qbpiwlpwb dkpdtg pnppulud wyny ohowntih wwhwGeGtipp: Fhlw-

Ghuyh wpawpht gnpsph Dyt 1941p. hnypup

12-hts hbpuighp E nupupbnud Ulpupuygnud Qkpiubhugh ghogud T
whkbht, hwpnikm] bpwi. np «Ukq hunbwp withbp b npbik pupkb-
wunn ghppopnonud plgntik] Zymuhuuyht Uhphw gpuadkjm poup-
putljurt wphutigh Jpuppyu

©mupphw6 htnwquynud Lu sh hpwdwpgnd Upphw h-np dlnyg hptG
Ygtipnt Y bipwpytine Suphg, uwluyG pw Gpud sh hwennunu:

PpuwnpipyuiGp Upphuwgh 2nipen Ynyh6 puptg b uwunGuhg switp pi-
nnuGtg, tpp 1970p. hpuwlnipymGl whgwy Lwdhq Tuwnhl: Gw pilywty
npughu [ fuwGnippul wignudG wiwndhulwt GuwGhe, nph gt hwingbe Gy

18 "Documents of German Foreign Policy.1918-1945. Series D (1937-1945)", London,
1954, vol. I1, p.82.
' Ibid, p. 123.
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g Uy Uppluyh StowsfuuGnupyonty Yuuqig unibh husulpn, wib

hwplaut ibpp, npuntin ol pynilp i tp
wyn pynud i ibpp Uil U
Dby Gul © i, npnbp i d inup mGkG w-

whGbph Gyuniwdp b Gpuly GogGhul dnuungiwllp st6 hwdwpo:
Qwdhq Uuwnp b Gpwl hwenprwd hp npnh@ Lwwp Uuwnp, hwennnipjudp
Yupnqutnu EhG ghiwyuyty hptiGg hwhwnwynpGhpht b npuGng hp npu-
w6 ntipp fJuwnug Gpwig Ghywn punwpwlwbnpymGp Uhphugh wqguyht b

I pymGGtph, wyn pynd U hwyliph Gundwdp, n-
polp hwlntu EhG quihu uf Juipswljwpgh wwpwupubnpjudp: Gu
hwlinhuty & pt’ wplighnbiGun {wdhq Tuwnh b pt” Lwphp Tuwnh htun bodtp
qpnygh gpmu pGG I Gpulg inipymiGp hwybipp L
Wi inup iG] fwp: Lpwbp ywn pupép Hhi qlwhuw-
wud huybph in Uhphuwyh G i Yywlipmy, duu-

Guynpuiwgbiu JuyniGnipynG hwenmwntine gnponad: Lpwg hpugmGplbpp
wwpnuwwlnpynil m hwpgouip hayp G npph Guwngiph hwdwp hwdng-
Wniliph ntd mitip:

mdtpp, [ty 201 1p. i w)fuwphp huw-
Gwywd i pymutihg, nph Gupnwl bp 1
! Ynppul, tipa L i bt b
Jupswlul Gumnyghbph wpnbuluimgnup, 2011p. dwpah wwnb-
puqiwlwi gnponnipymGGtp uyubighG Uhphwjh qhd, npé wpnbG Jwpni-
Gulynud Ewybgh pwl snpu wnwph: Cangtd Jwpswyupgh hwintu Ghwé up-

ph\ul{lu(i itpp L i i $hwlywb plp: Uhw-

al I ] Yohy, npp punlu-
gnighs Gwul 66 l.[ujqﬂnm UUU-p, GwGunu, blhuu\!]uupjmllu U Gipw qgluw-
iy itpp O i Utio F i W

Jwpp bplpGtp’ UwnigyuG Upwphwé, Gwnwpp b phwplb, ©ngphot o
Pupwjtiy; Lpwtg quuwgnp Guunuyp Pwzwp Guawnh b Gpu qupsalwp-
24



ah G L nh ity upphuw-
G i i b6
wmpymGGtp’ lu|»‘~nu1u]lu(i hlmlmu w- muuumpnp Uniunipwe tnpwypGlpp,

puppwlju, wippb-

owiligh, ig igh, L wy) JupdlpuGGhp n Yitip:
Upwlg qhmd, Gmpwiui L wdkl mbuwlh oglmpmb GG gniyg uuihu
Yhplond Gogwod itpp, Gpuitg mp: Lpwig
Gupmuy g | wy hwGquis np Pwpwp Tuunhl upupnuuno L
punupwipuG mpwqiwlwd ogGnipm k gniyg umughu NmuwunuGh Qwy-
GmpymGp, hlyubu bwl Ppubh Pup puytinmpymbp: Up-
il ampymGGtph Wby fuhun pug ntip &
Omippphwb, npp hwjwyGmpymGatp nGh nunGuy dEpdudnpuplbyui qlip-
noupymi@ , hwully hp T B
Ujn papnp midbipp, npnlp 1 tighnpd Jupswlupgp

i, Uhphw 66 Ghpfumdnnd L nuqswlwG gnongaupymG6tp dwuwimd Onip-
phuhg, nph vwhiwGGkpp pug b6 GGy wogl: Uhphw6 hupnyt) t owtp

YhGuym, tplhpp wbpgoid k. m

Ynpowbymd, TwpnuyhG qnhtiph phy@ wghnnd E Epymhwpgnip hulqmp[zq,
i

L]u puhnlpnh]l iy @mpphwl dqund b Gwl ]mOH hn qﬂ\u.u\lnp

g ukyp' indhyn hp whdhowlpuG b Gnup-

Jwiip quynn upphwhwy hudwyGpp, nph YhGupnGp 2wibpb k: Empphw-

Jhg GiGtpp YpehG 2powGnid

GG 2wytiph hw, G ¥ Ypw, pulnyud GG

Iuytiph wékpp, t g WwlnipwjhG n

qnp p, hnnhG Lwytiph hwjljuljwé Lnp qjnin pw-

nuitwup bowygp huy it itp: Lpwlp i L6

tpyphg: Upnbl wpuuquinpti GG dnn 25 hwquip hwitipwhwgtip, npnighg
dnn 15 huqupp’ QwjuunwG: buy 2014p. wwpn wiupG hwjwpwh by
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Lluwpp: Gwunnpb Empphw6 wppbG dow L hp gfuwynp uGnhpitphg
dhh hpugnpodwlp’ hwympwlp [ppy nnipu dnkp Uhphwyhg. npntn pinw-
dklp dGwghy L dnn 35-40 hwqup hwy:

Uyuyhuny, tph wdthnhbne (hGkGp, wupu whwnp EpGnmGGp, np tpoht
uh pwth 4 Uk Uplbpmid fupuw gut Iy
hwdwyGpGhpp: Upwp wyjlu GufuypG hgnp L wqnbghl hudwyGpltpp s6G6:
Utipdwiynp UplbipG wyjla whyninpuhwynipjuG YeGupnGp sk: bul GUG-nind

Jwd dnu dhY g hwympymG6 wyn Gpypph wpwaGw-
hwwnynipymGGph phipnndmy, supnqugu] megh B upng gpuytp Uppupuu-
Jh L LhpwGwGh hwjmpyu wtnp b punw) hwyulub ugynnph YaGwpnG:

Omugwl Gl hwiwyG pphunnGimppuG nhppbpp wyn Juplnp mwpu-

owyr npp pywl hwypkGhpt L, npuntn owqby, qupqugly
L mapmulnqqm I p[\humnhmp]mh]l npuytiu YpnG: Swwn wntipnid wyilu 366
N i N’y quiq

unn Y Lo’y B npul uuwung ui: <muwg pb pppunnGpuGtpp upnn Ga
Jhpuluqty hpblg GwfuyhG nhppbpp, Whwd Yihttp: S -
owlipg jw hwjtipp Woggnie pphunntut-
np shp Yupond ph L1\|lx1|wx]|unﬁluﬁ Dpiig GululhG phwlwntnhGpn,
npulp wpntG qpunywo G6 mphGepp ynqdhg wpdwmwlywG hupod pufu-

GnnGtph nt 3 mGGbph Ynndhy, n-
pnlp wydd wytih §6o h mGGtp mGLG ijwtit-
nhy opowi: Uw Thqu ok, wyp hpnnotpymG: Qdnnu-
Gw(p, np hw g Yupwo b I i nt i (i wy) uf [wy

i huy iy GpGpnp b Lot wuwyugqu sniGhG: Upulg wgw-

qui nowgnii k: w b hwunwannid hwdwg fuwphwh@ gopdp: Gw Ehwo-
wwwnnid Gl UGhhg, dwéhg, Uniphg, Rppihupg, UwuniGhg . Epgpoidhg L
wyp ploppuiGlphg htnwgwd n ouup wihbpnid huuunuungwo hwpyn, t-
ping hyntungnp huybph upuniwlwG puop hopdp:
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Ubp uyu b kil Jwb qEymgnulibpnud b phinup-

Ynulkph ) tgkg, np pphunnikmpjul gpmpmbp Ukpaw-
Ynp Uplikjpnul hnruwhunnljut : Ukpdunjnp Uplibph pphunnbyu-
Gkph b Jhdwlh skt ubthulwb mdbpng jmdk) hpklg gnjunabimpjut

Pt b (hplity

Pyt

wnuitig npuh oglinipe-

Jubi: Lpwlip hqnp nkpmpnititkph b thgwqquyhl quiuqui jruquw-
Ykpwmipjnibitbph, Yndhnklbph, wunghughwibph, wyy ol b Uhwe-
Unpyws wqqbph Juquulkpynipub oqinpnul fuphp nbkb: Gwp-
snul lip, np imuqluyp Ukpaunjnp Uplikiph pphuwnibywikph gojnup-
Juibt hwipgnud, hhftnugmpy sk: By whnp £ wubd, np pphunniyubkph
wiinutiq qnipniip Ukpawynp Uplikjpnud wjuop ny uh Ykpuy kpug-
uun]npiws sk: Upwitg qonupput hnwblupitpp Juhun doug b -

ompwyuun: U i AmGhunu

Fuill bwjwl uppwquil hp qqugdnibpuyhl bngpod Gtg, np 10 wwpp
wiig Ulpdwnp Uplbipnid wijbu ng dh ppuwnGuu sh hGh: ThngpG Yhukng
(ipw mbuwltiup, vuluyh jupsnd Eup, np qu nbnh Ymbkbw ng pt 10
wwph wg, wy ptiplu 20-25 wwph htann, h6;G6, pun tapywG, nghGs sh in-
Junid b sh jutijunud vyyuudng Juwbgp:
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<{tnhGulyh YuuhG.

Muunduwlwl gpunpnitph gaiunp (1968) | wpnbunp (1972 ), Lpuonpywt

Quunwlwdnp gopofy (2003), 24 9 iGtiph waquht gh prpuwlihg
wiinud (2006): 44 UL Upt i i i g b niljw-

£, GinyG ha [ i tplypGbph prdGh Gugdwlpuhs b k-
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THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND SYRIA
AND THEIR  PERSPECTIVES

Armenia, historically and geographically, belongs to the region which has
for centuries been called Arajavor Asia (Wstern Asia), and since the beginning
of the 19th century, Mertsavor Arevelk - the Middle East. Armenians have
formed as a people in this place. This is their cradle, nativeland, and here
have been organized all their states, among which was the Armenian Empire
established by the King of Kings Tigran the Great. Cicero, perhaps the best
known rhetor of ancient times, proclaimed Tigran the Great “The Greatest
King of Asia’®. Armenia is the first nation and country in the world to
officially proclaim Christianity as the state religion in 301, and this means
that, thanks to the Armenians, the first Christian state was appeared in the
Middle East. In this region one of the oldest and original civilizations of the

world was formed, the Armenian civilization.

2 Marwan al-Mudawar. Armenians Throughout of History, Beirut. . 1982. p. 149 (in
Arabic).
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Already from ancient times, the first Armenian communities were being
formed in neighboring Middle Eastern countries, and not only Armenian but
also Jewish, Georgian, Syriac, Greek, even old Indian as the gisan’s
communities. By all probability one of the first Armenian communities was
formed in Jerusalem. Victor Azarya has provided extremely important and
unique information concerning this in his valuable study “The Armenian
Quarter of Jerusalem.Urban Life Behind Monastery Walls*”, published in
London in 1984. He notes that the Armenians had their own special quarter
in the OId City, the Armenian Quarter, which was one of the four quarters of
the city. The other three were the Christian, Moslem and Jewish Quarters. V.
Azarya notes that here a number of the most important holy places were and
continue to remain under the jurisdiction of the Armenian Church, as St.
James Monastery and the Homes of Anas and Caiaphas®. The Armenian
Church together with the Catholic and Greek Orthodox Churches oversees the
holy Sepulchre of the Lord, grave of Snt. Maria in Getseman, Church of
Beitlehem®, etc. After the Arab conquest of Jerusalem, the position of the
Armenian Church remained steadfast. In this regard Victor Azarya has given
the following important information. He points out that the leader of the
Armenian Church, foreseeing the Arabs’ impending invasion of Jerusalem,
departed for Mecca and received an edict from Prophet Mohammed, the
founder of Islam, which guaranteed the safety of the life and property of
Armenians living in Jerusalem. The founder of Islam recognized the rights of
the Armenian Christian Church in all of those holy places under her

supervision’’, And when the Caliph Omar seized Jerusalem in 638, he

21 See, Victor Azariya. The Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem. Urban Life Behind
Monastry Walls. London, 1984.

2 Ibid.
2 Ibid.
* Ibid.
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confirmed with a new edict-“Fetva”, all of the rights which the Prophet
Mohamed gave to the Armenian Church The Armenians had build many
churches and monesteries in Jerusalem and around it. Anastas, one of the
Armenian religious leaders, who visited Jerusalem in mid-Vl century,
indicated that there were about seventy Armenian churches in that region.
Later on the Ayubide Dynasty and its founder Saladin (Salah ad-Din) (1171-
1193), ruler of Egypt, Syria and Mesopotamia, confirmed the rights of the
Armenian Church®®. His ancestors were Kurds from Armenia, who later were
emigrated and settled in the Arab lands®. In later centuries new communities
of Armenians and other peoples of the territory were formed.

However, the modern Armenian Diaspora was formed as a result of the
1915 Armenian Genocide perpetrated by the Young Turks in the Ottoman
Empire, which is recorded in history as the first genocide of the 20th century.
Here we were referring to Western Armenia, which became part of the
Ottoman Empire in 1639, per the Kasr-i-Shirin treaty between Persia and
Turkey. This is a very large question. Thus we shall pause briefly only to
explain the following three fundamental issues and to present our opinion.
First, the arising of Armenian communities in the Middle East and Syria as a
consequence of the Genocide; second, the three main stages of their
development and their characteristics; and third, the perspectives of their
existence.

The Armenian Genocide, planned by the criminal leadership of the Young
Turks, was carried out on two levels. First, the mass murder of Armenians in
their native land, Western Armenia, in the vilayets of Ezeroum, Sivas,

Kharpert, Bitlis, Van and Diarbekir, and in all of the parts inhabited by

R
> Ibid
E T 1, 2. LU VI

nuiphg hiish 1516 ., Gplul, 2003, kg 328-330:
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Armenians of the Ottoman Empire. Second, the annihilation of the deported
Armenians in the Arabian deserts, in the territories of Syria and Iraq, through
which the caravans of forcibly exiled Armenians passed. The Young Turks
leadership believed that the Moslem Arabs would continue their bloody
deed. But they were greatly mistaken. When the caravans of Armenian
refugees appeared in the territories of Syria, Iraq and other Arab lands, the
unexpected took place. The Arab population, which hated the Ottoman
domination and was preparing to rebel against the Turkish yoke, not only did
not join the bloodthirsty Turks, but subjecting themselves to danger, offered
help to the Armenian exiles, and opened the doors of their hearts and homes
to them. Thanks to them hundreds of thoushands of Armenian refugees were
saved from the unavoidable claws of death. This is one of the brightest
demonstrations of noble humanitarianism in international history. Hence, in
the future this welcoming attitude played a decisive role for the settlement of
Armenians and formation of today’s Armenian diaspora in Syria and in the
other Arab countries of Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine and Egypt.

In this regard it is necessary to elucidate one more aspect of Arab
humanitarianism, demonstrated by the Arabs towards the Armenians, also
related to their Moslem background and Islamic-Christian relations, which has
not been elucidated sufficiently by the researchers.

By carrying out the genocide of Armenians as well as the Greeks of Pontus
and the Syriacs of Hakyar and other places, the Moslem Turks rudely broke
and trampled over such a fundamental conception of Islam, as Zimmi
provision. This is an Arabic term which literally means "people under
wardship" or "wards", under the protection of Islam or Islamic believers. This

fundamental provision of Islam covered non Islamic peoples of other

religions, who had their own sacred book and were called "Ahl-al-kita

“People of the Book.” To them belonged the Christians: Armenians, Greeks,
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Syriacs, Sabians and Chaldeans, who had their own sacred book- Holy Bible;
the Jews, whose sacred book is the Torah and the Zoroastrians, whose
sacred book is the Avesta. According to the Zimmi provision, "Peoples of the
Book" were permitted to live in Islamic lands and countries, had the right to
maintain and confess their own religion, guaranteed were their lives,
inviolability of their property, protection of their holy places, to have their
churches and synagogues and the right to conduct religious services. The
forcible islamization of “People of the Book” was forbidden. "The People of
the Book" were subject to their own religious leaders, to the jurisdiction of
their patriarchs and catholicoses . In other words  the Islamic State and Koran
protected them i, and infringement of their rights, the more so-murder of
zimmi, a ward, based on ethnic -religious distinction , was considered
impermissible. In return for all of this, the “People of the Book” had to pay a
head tax called the Jizya.”’

Thus this Islamic rule was continually violated in the Ottoman Empire and
during the First World War. This was manifested by massacres of the masses,
genocide and deportation.

This crime of the Young Turks, which was an affront to Islam, was strictly
condemned by such an irreproachable authority as the Sheriff of Mecca and
Governor of Hijaz, Husein ibn Ali al- Hashimi, who was a descendent of the
same Hashimi dynasty as the founder of Islam Mohamed. He was very
popular with the entire Muslim world, conditioned by two important
circumstances . First, he was the direct decendant of the founder of Islam,
Mohamed Prophet's Kureishi tribe's Hashimi family. Second, the two
important Muslim places of worship - Mecca and Madina, were under his

control.

" Akanemus nayk CCCP. Mncrutyt Boctokosenenns. Menam. Kpatknii cripaBoanmk,
Mocksa, 1983, c. 37.
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Husein ibn Ali al-Hashimi, together with his four sons, lead the great Arab
rebellion against the Ottoman rule in 1916, which played an important part
in the fall of the Ottoman Empire and liberation of Arabs from the Ottoman
domination”.

In his addresses of 1916-1917 to the Muslim world, Husein ibn Ali al-
Hashimi strictly criticizesd the Young Turks party and Talat, Enver and Cemal,
the rulers of the empire, who, he believed pursued wrong policy.” He
sharply criticized their policy towards Arabs and other non-Turkish peoples of
empire, including Armenians. In this respect he points out three
circumstances: a/ the attempts of the Young Turks to convert into the Turks
all the nations of the empire. b/ their hostile attitude towards Arabs and
Arabic, which was the language of Koran , the sacred book of Muslims, and
¢/ mass sluaghter of Armenians during the World War 1914-1918.

According  to the Sheriff of Mecca Husein ibn Ali, the Young Turks' policy
contradicted the principle of Islam and they "broke off with the Islamic
world , the Holy Koran and the Sunnah"®°. Husein ibn Ali, taking into account
the Young Turks’ hostile position towards the Arabs, their hanging of Arab
patriot leaders in Damascus, Beirut and Aley in 1915-1916 by order of the
Young Turks' leader Cemal, in his two letters to all of the most famous Islam
leaders of the world, stated: “The Young Turk' s policy have nothing in

common with Islam and islamic virtues.” .

 See. N.hovhannisyan. Arab Historiography on the Armenian Genocide. Yerevan,
2005. p. 138.

2 "Manshur ham min sharif Mekka va amiruha ila jamii ikhvanihi al-muslimin. 1916
huzeiran 26. " Masadir al-Arabiya Hawla Jarima ~Ibadati al Arman. (A Common
Appeal of the Sheriff of Mecca and its Governor to all Muslim Brothers, July 26.
1916. The Arabic Sources About the Armenian Genocide"). Beirut, 1988, p. 11-19. (in
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Husein ibn Ali drew such conclusions also because of the Young Turks'
policy towards the Armenian Question. Learning of the Armenian Genocide,
he wrote a special letter in 1916 to the commanders of the Arab rebel army
on the Syrian battle front, his son Emir Feisal and Emir Abd al Aziz al Jarba,
and ordered them to offer every type of aid to the Armenian refugees and
“protect them just as you would protect your own selves, your children and
your poperty, because they (the Armenians-N.H.) are the Moslems’
zimmis.**”.

The conception of zimmi has violated also by the post Ottomans,
including today’s Turkey, which has been witnessed in recent times by the
murders of well known Armenian popular activist Hrant Dink and an
Armenian officer in the Turkish army, the sacrifice of high ranking Greek
Orthodox and Catholic clergy and other similar crimes.

In Arab historiography so the opinion has been confirmed that Arab Islam
differs from Turkish Islam. Arab Islam is faithful to the fundamental principles
of Islam, is tolerant to believers of other religions, and stands for the defense
of the zimmi rights, while “Turkish Islam” is defined as intolerant and violent.

And thus, thanks to the humanitarian attitude of the Arabs, the Armenian
communities formed in the Middle East.

This new Armenian diaspora passed through three stages of development.

The first stage embrased  1920-1945, which we call the “ Stage of
Formation of the Armenian Diaspora”. The Armenians, taking advantage of
the kind attitude of the Arab people and Arab authorities, created their own
national sub-community structures and progressed from refugee status to
become citizens of Arab nations. The Arab countries became for the

Armenians the second motherland. Arab leaders have greatly appreciated

N.Hovhannisyan. History of the Arab Countries. ( VII century-2005), vol.L.
Period of Ottoman Domination . 1516-1918, Yerevan, 2004, p.565.
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the conduct and activity of Armenians. In 1943 the first president of
independent Syria, Shugri al-Quwatli, appreciating very highly the valuable
contribution of the Armenian community in the struggle for indepence of
Syria and Lebanon, announced: “Our respect and confidence towards the
Armenians has the power of conviction. The Armenians of Syria have the
same rights as the Arabs of Syria. If some day someone wants to trample over
the rights of Armenians in Syria and Lebonon, | will prevent that even with my

. The attitude of Armenians towards the national

own blood if necessary’
problems of Lebanon and in paricular their participation in the national-
liberation movement for the independent of Lebanon, were highly
appreciated also by the leaders of Lebanon. The first president of
independent Lebanon Bishara al-Khury in a meeting with the leaders of

Armenian ity of Lebanon in D 1943, in his address to the

Armenians,, stated that "The Armenians are faithful and devoted to Lebanon,
to its people and constitution. The Armenian community of Lebanon is an
indivisible part of the Lebanese people” **.

The second stage is that of the “Strengthening of Armenian Communities
and the Advancement of their Roles in the State, Public-Political and
Economic Life of Arab Nations”, which took place for about a quarter
century, from the beginning of 1946 to the beginning of 1970. During this
stage the number of Armenians in the Near and Middle East, including Iran,
grew to almost 800,000. Armenians became members of parliaments,
ministers, government cabinet officials, army generals, and made up part of
the establishment of Arab nations. Syria and Lebanon became centers of

Armenian diasporan .

¥ (Fnnuimpnh Quyv. Plypmp, 11 ghlntdpkph 1943p.
* See N.Hovhannisyan. National-Liberation Struggle in Lebanon (1939-1943).
Yerevan, 1967, p. 135 (in Armenian).
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The third stage we are calling the “Stage of the Gradual Weakening of
Middle Eastern Armenian Communities and Attempts to Remove Them,”
which began in the beginning of the 1970’s and continues until today. This is
the result, first and foremost, of external intervention, though we cannot not
take into account certain internal circumstances too. We mean the United
States, Israel and Turkey, all maintaining a negative stance towards the Arab
countries, which had good and friendly relations with the Soviet Union.

Each of the three had their own motivation. Let me remind that it was the
period of the cold war.

In that war the USA regarded the Soviet Union as his main enemy and
strived by all means to weak the positions and influence of the USSR in Arab
world. The USSR had signed treaties of friendship and cooperation with Syria,
Egypt, Irag, Yemen and others. The USA viewed the Armenian communities
in those countries as complimentary supporters and defenders of the Soviet
influence, such that its negative policy included the local Armenian
communities. However, we feel it necessary to stress that the Armenian
communities’ sympathies were not for the Soviet Union, but for Soviet
Armenia which was part of the USSR. The USA neither considered this detail
nor have a desire to consider it. Therefore by attacking the Arab nations
friendly to the USSR, they were striking also the Armenian communities of
those lands, which was in no way justified. These intentions became even
more obvious during the civil war in Lebanon, 1975-1989, which brought
chaos to this once flourishing nation. This resulted in horrible numbers of
emigrants from Lebanon, which included along with Arabs also Lebanese
Armenians. The emigration increased even more so when the Israeli army
invaded Lebanon, seized Beirut and other cities and villages in 1982. In order
to facilitate the emigration and with the purpose of spurring the emigration

of Arabs and Armenians the USA eased the granting of entry visas.
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Approximately 200,000 Armenians left Lebanon whiie 35,000-40,000
remained. Lebanon ceased from being the center of the Armenian diaspora.
This also weakened the Syrian Armenian community.

Israel’s motivation was justified by the reality that throughout the entire
Arab-Israeli conflict, the Soviet Union defended the Arabs, and even broke off
diplomatic relations with Israel after the Israli-Arab war of 1967. For that
reason Israel viewed the USSR as an enemy nation and an attack on the
Lebanese Armenians was seen as an attack against the USSR and a weakening
of Soviet influence in the Arab world. Such that Israel likewise contributed to
the task of ridding Lebanon and the other Arab countries of Armenians.

Of the three nations perhaps Turkey had the most interest in the
emigration of Armenians from Arab lands and the liquidation of Armenian
communities. Turkey was threatened by the fact that the Armenians of Syria,
Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine who were settled close to its borders, were
the immediate descendants of the victims of the Armenian Genocide , whose
lands Turkey had seized, and they had not forgotten it. Armenians
remembered the horrors of the genocide and were the legally owed. They
demanded that Turkey not only recognize the Armenian Genocide, but also
return their land in Western Armenia. Thus Turkey felt that the further
Armenians were from their borders, the better. Additionally, Turkey as a
member of NATO was given the responsibility to safeguard the eastern flank
aimed against the Soviet Union and was as interested as the USA and Israel to
rid its neighboring Arab countries of Armenians and thus in the weakening of
the Soviet Union.This further supported their cause to rid its neighboring Arab
countries of Armenians.

The Armenian and other Christian communities received a second blow
when in 2003 US President George Bush, Jr. invaded Iraq. Politically speaking,

Iraq fell into an abyss from which it has not been able to come out until
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today. Terrorism has become an everyday phenomenon of Iraqgi life, the
Sunnis and the Shias kill and murder each other. This terrible environment
has weighed heavily on the Armenians and the other Christian communities
of Iraq, who have greatly suffered from terrorism, murders, threats, and
various acts of violence inflicted on them. The Armenian and other Christian
communities have been dissolved. They have been forced to leave Iraq and
find refuge in other countries. The Christian population today has greatly
decreased in Iraq and they have lost their former important role. This is a
great loss for the entire Christian world. It must be pointed out that until this
situation came about the leaders of republican Iraq had a favorable
disposition towards Christians, among whom were the Armenians. | have met
and spoken with Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, who was president of Iraq in 1971-
1979. During our conversation he mentioned that “They are very content with
the Iragi Armenians. They are very noble, trustworthy people, and lawful
citizens of Iraq. He would by all possible means protect the Armenians and
not allow their rights to be trampled upon.”

Now let us reflect on the Armenian community of Syria in the context of
Syrian history. Syria has always had an important role and significance for
Turkey and an exceptional role in the Arab world. On one occasion the Pan-
Arab leader Gamal Abdel Nasser said that “If Egypt is the head of the Arab
world, then Syria is its beating heart of it.” Turkey which was defeated in the
First World War never reconciled with the loss of Arab countries , first of
Syria. The following facts witness to this and help to explain Turkey’s modern
policy towards Syria as well as the other Arab nations. In October 1919
Mustafa Kemal called on the Syrians to unite with the Turks and as a united

force fight against the European nations, stressing “We desire, despite the
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Wilson’s principles, to unite those parts, which belong to Turkey"*. Kemal
aspired to reestablish Turkish domination over Syria, however the Syrians
were not deceived and they rejected Kemal's proposals.

But Turkey was successful in 1937-1939 with French approval and English
support to amputate Syria and in annex the Sanjak of Alexsandretta in 1939,
This was a great tragedy for the main residents of Sanjak, the Arabs and
Armenians. The Armenians, not wanting to again be placed under Turkish
domination, deserted the Sanjak of Alexsandretta. The Arabs acted in the
same way. 70,000 Armenians and Arabs emigrated, mainly to Lebanon.

In June 1941, Turkey, taking advantage of the situation created by the
World War I, addressed to the leadership of Hitlerian Germany to allow
Turkey to put its control over the Berlin-Baghdad-Basra railway , to seize all
of Syria and Irag’s Mosul province, under the pretext as to anticipate a
possible English aggression and occupation of the mentioned territories.
Turkey promised Germany that after the war they would return all of these
with the exception of the province of Aleppo to France”’. We must note that
Aleppo was the center of the Syrian Armenians, while Mosul was one of the
centers of Iragi Armenians. It is clear that the occupation of that regions of
Syria and Iraq by Turkey would represent a deadly danger for the existence of
the Armenian communities and could open a new page of the Armenian
Genocide by the successors of the Ottoman Turks . Germany rejected these

preposterous Turkish demands. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany fon

33 "Documents on British Foreign Policy. 1919-1939". First Series. vol.IV. London.
1952, p. 568.

 Sku' U. Pugpunfjml, Upkpuwbnptinh Uwbgwph hupgp b dhgwuqquyhl
nhjubmghwnpnip  (1936-1939pp. ), bpuwb, 1998 -A.Bairamian, The
Alexandretta Sanjak Question and World Diplomacy (1936-1939), Yrevan, 1998 (in
Armenian).

37 *Documents on German Foreign Policy .1918-1945, S
XIIL London. 1954. p. 82.

ries D (1937-1945)", vol.
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Ribbentrop in his telegram to Ambassador of Germany in Ankara fon Papenm
on 12 July, 1941, wrote ;" It is impossible for us any favourable attitude
towards the Turkish demands to occupy the Northern Syria®®".

Since then Turkey has not given up the idea of annexing or subjugating
Syria, however, it has never succeeded.

The situation surrounding Syria became tense and threatening when
Hafez Asad took over rule in 1970. This was viewed as a transfer of power to
the Alawi clan against whom opposed not only the Sunni majority of the
people of Syria, but also neighboring countries where the power belongs to
Sunnis, among them the Arab countries at the head of Saudi Arabia , as well
as Turkey. They have an abhorrence toward the Alawis and do not even
consider them to be Moslems. Hafez Asad and his son and successor Bashar
Asad successfully confronted the opposition and it was in this that their
correct policy played a positive role for the ethnic and religious minorities of
Syria, among which were the Armenians, who supported the Syrian
administration. | have met with both Presidents Hafez Asad and Bashar Asad.
During our conversations we have discussed their policies towards the
Armenians and other minorities. They greatly appreciated their role in the
internal political life of Syria, esprecially their efforts for establishing stability.
Both father and son were committed to the defence and respect of their
rights.

The anti Syrian powers, taking advantage of the 2011 all Arabian national
movement for political, social, economic and administrative modernization of
the Arab world, which later was qualified as a all Arabian rebellion, commenced
hostilities against Syria in March 2011, and involved Syria in civil war, aiming to

overthrow the Bashar Asad's regime. which continued for more than four years.

in Turkey. 12,VIL. 1941. Documents on
D (1937-19 . vol. XIII, p. 123.
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Naturally, the Syrian Sunnis and the radical Sunni Salafis arm rose in opposition
to the administration. At the same time an anti Syrian international knot
formed, made up of the USA, Canada, European Union and its main countries
Germany, France, Great Britain, a series of Arab nations, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
and of course, Turkey and Israel. Their chief goal is to overthrow Bashar Asad
and his administration. Participating in the hostilities against the Syrian
administration are various Islamic organizations including Al-Qaieda, Ikhwan al-
Muslimiin - the Moslem Brothers, various Islamic fronts, groups, Turkish, Azeri,
Daghstani and other mercenaries and criminal types. The above mentioned
countries provide them arms, financial and every type of assistance, as well as
military advice. The Russian Federation, as well as Islamic Republic of Iran are
defending and giving political and military help to Bashar Asad. Turkey is playing
a very negative role in the Syrian events, which dreams of becoming the Middle
Eastern superpower and acheive its neo-Ottoman goals. All of those powers,
which are fighting against the legitimate Syrian admistration and spreading
hostilities, are entering Syria from Turkey, whose borders are open to them.
Syria had appeared in a very complicated condition , the country is ruined,
the cities and village dwellings are destroyed, the loss of human life is great,
and many Syrians have emigrated. In this chaos Turkey aspires to solve one of
itts chief problems: to finish off once and for all the Syrian Armenian community,
which is in its immediate vicinity and whose center is Aleppo. In the latest
period the war actiones ruled from Turkey have been focused on the Armenian
neighborhoods of Aleppo, demolishing their homes, churches, schools, cultural
centers and workplaces. Aleppo’s Armenian Nor Gyugh neighborhood and
other Armenian areas have been leveled to the ground. The people are
compelled to leave the country. Already approximately 25,000 Aleppo
Armenians have emigrated, of which 15,000 have gone to Armenia. In March of

2014 Kessab, an Armenian village, was rid of its Armenian population. Indeed,
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Turkey is close to the realization of one of its chief goals: the complete removal
of Armenians from Syria. They want to drive Armenians completely out of Syria,
where now only some 35,000- 40,000 Armenians remain.

Thus, to summarize, we must accept the fact that in the last decades the
Armenian communities in the Middle East have been greatly weakended. They
no longer have their former vibrant and influential communities. The Middle
East is no longer the center of the Armenian Diaspora. Regarding the
approximately one million Armenians who settled in the USA, because of the
specific features of the US, are not able and can not occupy the place for
Lebanese and Syrian Armenians and be able become the center of Armenian
Diaspora. The positions of Christianity also became very weak in the important
region of the Middle East, which is the fatherland of Christianity, where
Christianity had aroused, developed and became strong as a religion. In many
places the bells of Christian churches and cathedrals no longer toll. There is no
longer any one to ring the bells, nor for any one to heed them. To hope that
Christians will be able to reestablish their former place is naivete. We do not
think that the Christian Armenians and other Christians forced out of the
region will ever return to their former homes, which have already been taken
over by radical Islam believers, Islamic terrorist organizations and their allies,
who now have greater means to prevent the Christians from returning to the
region. This is not pessimism, but the reality. We cannot forget that
communities cut off from their nativelands, who now live in ethnically and
religiously different environments, do not have a future. Their future is
assimilation. The world’s experiment has proven this. The bitter experience of
the hundreds if not millions of Armenians who have left Ani, Van, Mush, Bitlis,
Sasoun, Ezeroum and other nativelands and have settled in foreign lands has

confirmed this.
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In the papers, represnted to our conference, and during the discussions, it
was mentioned that the situation for Christianity in the Middle East is critical.
It was also mentoned that the Christians of the Middle East can not resolve
themseves problems of their survival without help. They need in support of
different International organizations, commties, associations, including the
United Nations Organizations and powerful states. | think that their analyses,
thier alarm is not baseless. And | would like to say that the perspectives of
the Christianity in the Middle East is not guaranted and is very sombre.
Archbishop Dionisios Jean Kawak, Syrian Orthodox Patriachate, declared in
an emotional manner that after ten years there would not be any Christian
in our, Middle Eastern region. On sharing his point of view, I think that it can
happen not after ten, but after 15-20 years, though it does not change

essentially or radically the perspectives and coming danger.
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COMMUNIQUE

Adopted unanimously by the conference of World Council of Churches

on June 12, 2014
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
Armenia

"We gathered on the 11th and 12th of June 2014 at the invitation of His
Holyness Karekin Il Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians at the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, Etchmiadzin , Armenia, on the eve of the
Centennial of the 1915 Armenian and Syriac Genocide. We gathered to
address the challenges facing faith communities in ongoing crisis in Syria.
We ended our meeting with en ecumenical prayer for peace.

The gathering also occurs at the time of the celebration of the Pentecost,
when the Holy Spirit decended give common voice to the believers in every
tongue . It is in the common understanding of the Holy Spirit that we believe
peace and justice for all people cannot be realized by the initiatives of
humanity alone without the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The churches continue to witness to the indiscriminate love of Christ to
all people in Syria and those who have sought refuge in neghboring countries
through diakonia and humanitarian assistance. We encourage further
cooperation and coordination among the different churches and church
agencies. Churches has embarked in the path of the reconciliation and being
bridge builders, continuing dialogue with their Muslim sisters and brothers.

We acknowledge with gratitude the hospitalty of the Apostolic Armenian
Church and the Government of Armenia for hosting more 12000 Syrian
refugees in their country.

In January 24 we expressed our concern for all people affected by the

indiscriminate violence and humanitarian calamity in Syria and clearly

47



stated our deep conviction that there will be no military solution to the crisis
in the country.

Almost 6 months have passed since the failure of the Geneva Il peace
process. With great sadness we continue to witness a dramatic deterioration
of the situation, and more dangerously a spilling over the war of neighboring
Iraq . Therefore we reiterate our urgent call upon all parties to the conflict
to pursue an immediate cessation of armed confrontation and hostility wihin
Syria.

We call for the lifting of th restrictions on money transfer to Syria for
humanitarian putposes and to stop the flow of arms and funding to all
parties to the conflict.

We call to release all detained and kidnapped persons including our 2
bishops.

These contexts shape our intentions and hopes in the journey of the
fellowship of the churches in the wide ecumenical family toward peace and
justice among all people of faith.

"Blessed are the peacemakers" (Matthew 5:9).
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Nikolay Hovhannisyan was born in 1930 in Leninakan. Doctor of History (1968),
Professor (1972), Honoured Scientist (2003), Correspondent Member of National
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Institute of Oriental Studies NAS Armenia, head of the Department of the Arab
countries (1960-2002), founder of the Armenian Arabic school. By his initiation and
efforts there were established Department of the Eastern-Asian studies and the
Department of the study of International and Regional Relations in the Middle East.
He played an active role in organization of the Center for Armenian Studies in the
Cairo University.

Professor N. Hovhannisya since 2006 is the adviser of the director of the Institute
of the Oriental Studies and the Head of the Department of International and Regional
Relations in the the Middle East, since 2007 also adviser of the Chief of Drastamat
Kanayan Institute for National Strategic Studies , Ministry of Defense, Republic of
Armenia.

Professor N. Hovhannisyan was one of the first scientists who undertook the
study of national-liberation movements in the Arab East, devoting seven volumes to
that problem. Among them "National-Liberation Struggle in Lebanon"(Yerevan, 1967,
in Armenian; Beirut, 1974, in Arabic), " Formation of the Syrian Independent Republic"
(Moscow, 1968, in Russian), "National-Liberation Movement in Iraq (1918-1958)",
(Yerevan, 1976, in Russian), "The Lebanese Crisis and the Position of the Armenian
Community of Lebanon (1975-1982)" (Yervan, 1982, in Armenian).

It is deserved to mention the Doctor N.Hovhannisyan's contribution in revealing
of causes of contemporary activisation of Islam and working out of the essence of
“political Islam", in particular, the essence of "Politisation of Islam and Islamisation of
Policy". This new approach was reflected in the collective monograph "Islam in
political life of the countries of the contemporary Middle East" (Yervan, 1986, in
Russian), prepared by the Armenian orientalists  under the guidence of
N.Hovhannisyan.

Among the ic studies of N. isyan on Arab history of unique

significance is his "History of Arab countries (VI century-2007)", four volumes,
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(Yerevan, 2003-3007, in Armenian), a fundamental research study, which has not i
analogs, even in Arab historiography. The specialists had qualified it as an classical
study. It was awarded in 2007 Prize of the President of the Republic of Armenia. In
2011t was translated into Arabic and published in Haleb.

Another importan field of studies for N.Hovhannisyan are ethnopolitical conflicts ,
including the Karabakh problem. He devoted to the study of that very keen question
five volumes, published in Russian, English and Italian in Armenia, USA, Italy . Among
them: "The Karabakh Problem. The Thorny Road to Freedom and Independence” (In
Yerevan and Venice in English, Roma, 2011 in Italian); "Ethnopolitical Conflicts in
Transcaucasus: Their Roots and Solutions" Marylend University ( USA, 1997).

In the center of the scientific interests of N. Hovhannisyan always were the actual
problems of the Armenian Genocide. On those problems the Armenian scientist had
published about 50 monographs and scientific articles in Armenia, Lebanon, Egypt,
Syria. Among them we have to underline his unique, original and unprecedented
monographic study "The Armenian Genocide-Armenocide. The Most Genocidal
Genocide. In Ten Languages of the World: in English, French, Germany, Russian,
Turkish, Japanese Hungarian, Armenian, Arabic , Persian”, later also in Korean and
Rumanian. It was awarded in 2010 Dipolma of the First Degree of the Ministry of
Culture, Republic of Armenia, and so on. Due to this efforts largely was used a new
term-"Armenocide” as a synonym to term "genocide” in case of the Armenian
Genocide.

In 1985 he was invited by the Ministry of High Education of Syria and worked in
the Universities of Damascus and Haleb, in 1989 by the invitation of the British
Academy he studied the British foreign policy in the Middle East in the Universities of
London, Oxford and Edinburgh and in the Royal Institute of International Relations
(Chatham House), in 1993-1994 as a Fulbright fellow he worked in the George
Washington University, Washington D.C., studying the USA policy in the Arab East, in
1995 in the Merylend University (USA), as well as in the Institute of the Public Policy

after James Baker lll, Rice University, Huston, Texas, USA, etc.
He is a member of several foreign Academies of Sciences and scientific societies:

New York Academy of Sciences, "Ararat" International Academy of Sciences (Paris),
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International Academy of Sciences of National Security Problems (Moscow),
Panarmenian Academy  of Sciences of National Security Problems (Yerevan),
International Academy of Sciences of Nature and Society (Germany), International
Academy of Soul Unity of Peoples of the World (Moscow), as well as Syrian Society of
the History of Arab Sciences, USA National Geographic Society, International
Association of Genocide Scholars, Association of Political Science of Armenia, and so
on.

Doctor N.Hovhannisyan as a member of several official delegations  visited
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Libya, Jordan, Kuwait, Indiya, China and other countries
and took part in negotiations with the President of Iraq Ahmad Hasan al-Bagr,
President of Syria Hafiz Asad, President of Lebanon Suleiman Franjie, Chairman of the
palestine Liberation Organization Yasir Arafat, Ministr of Defence and Chairman of
the Revolution Coucil of Islamic Republic of Iran, special envoy of Imam Khomeini
Mustafa Chamran and leaders of other states.

He is a member of the Armenian part of Intergovernmental Commission of the
Arab Republic of Egypt and the Armenian Republic, the Founder-Director of the
Conflict Resolution Center of Armenia, President of the Armenian Atlantic Association.

He was Vice-president of the b i of p, the President of
the Armenian Society of Friendship and Cultural relations with Arab Countries , etc..

The International Biographic Center, Cambridge, England, recognized Doctor N.
Hovhannisyan “The Leading Scientist. 2005", "Outstanding Scientist. 2008/2009" and
included him in the list "Top 100 Scientists . 2009" .
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