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This album I8 the third tssue of the serles  Monuments of Armenian
Architecture* published by the Committee of Restoration and Preserva-
tion of Monuments ol Armenlsn S.S.R., together with the Institute oi
Arts of the Academy ol Sclences.

The draughts and the photographs ol the ensemble which are carried
out In detall, are being published with a concise introductive text char-
acterizing the architectural complex as well as the pecullatities of sev-
eral of the bulldings.
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4. General Aspect of the Comptex from North-East (after reconstruction)

5, The Church of St, George from South-West (before reconstruction)
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4 HNPOTHMEHHH MHOHX BEROD
}\pM(’JIHﬂ HEPEAKO OKAa3LIBAAaCh
B OpOHTE FPO3HBIX CTOAKHOBEHH
C TAKHMH MOryUecTBeHHLIMH JlepaapaMu JIPEBHETrD. MHPA,
kak Mpan, Buzautug, Apabekuii xaanpar n ap. Oanaxo
KaM/iblit Pa3, KOTJa VCTaHABAHBAACH MHD, B CTpaHe Hauir-
HAJCA TIOABEM ee IKOHOMHUECKON H KYJLTYPHOI HH3HI.

Onun B3 TaKHX OJaronpHATHHIX NEPHOJOB Hactal B
souue X11 seka—nocae HarHAHA H3 APMEIHH CRILAKYKOB.
Buosb oxususe ropora Jeun, Aun, Kape n apyrie ciopa
NpeBpaTHANCE B MHOrOJMIONHLE TOProBHE H peMecienHnie
UeHTpBl cTpaubl, 3amki  (eoaanos, MOHACTEIPH, cTaBulie
GOBUINMHE  SeM/IeAeqbUECKHMI  XO3sficTBaMu, npHobpeni
OTPOMHOE BJAHSHHE HA SKOHOMHUYECKYIO, NOAHTHUECKYIO H
KYABTYPHVIO JKH3HL CTPaHbI.

Bo:ibloe pa3sHTHE, KAk H APEXe, NOAYHHAA apXH-
TekTypa, Tenepb Yyike B BHge GOABUIHX CBETCKHX H KYJib-
TOBBIX KOMIAEKCOB., ApPXHTEKTYpa STOFO NEPHOMA Xapak-
TepH3yeTcs NOABJEHHEM HOBBIX KOMNOIHUHOHHO-NPOCTPaH-
CTBEHHLIX PelleHHil 1 KOHCTPYKTHBHLIX 3aMBICAOR, KOTOPLE
NPOABHIHCH B COOPYHEHHH HOBBIX MOCTOB, CBETCKHX 3AaHiuil

H MUIIHCTN})CKHH KOMITNEKCOR, Boaee BCero paanmmch
MOHACTBIPCKHE  KOMIWICKCEl, apXHTCKTYpPHLIft 06JAHK KoTo-
pLIX THEPAO Onpereaniacs B GopMe BLAOURXCH alcaMb-
aei. M3 #HHX WHPOKO N3BecTHH Axnar, Canaun, Keuapue,
Uerapn, Arapuns, Mapsmamen, Xukonx, Nomasank, Tares
Hoap.

Muorne M(JIIIICTMP}I CTAHOBATCA  TAKME UEHTPAMH
nayuiofl Mpicam, Tpi #ix oTkpuBsasich WKOAL H YHHBEp-
CHTETHL, rne piuaHLe YueHne II[)EHQ}I&'I!HJ’IH HETOPHIO,
JAHTEpATYPY, (maocoduio, MeaHitiny #onp.

MoHO YIOMARYTL  HMEHA TAKHX BLAIOUIMXCH JeH-
Tegael waykn, kagivi spasanes Osanee Capranar, Opatiee
Tayweun, Mxutap lom, Banakan, Knupakoe I'angaakenn u
Ap.

C umenem BLILAIOUIENOCA MLICJAHTENHA, fachonucua H
saKonofatean cpeanesexonofi Apmenn Mxurapa Towa
HEPAIPEBIO CBA3AH OAHH H3 aHaMHTeABHLLX MDHﬂCTHPCKﬂE
kommnaekcos XIII peka—Tomanany,

Coraacio AOMERIHM 10 HAC HCTOPHUCCKHM AAHHLIM,
Fowasank Gua ockonan Mxurapom Tomem p xouue XII
peKa B Mectedie Tauasyr, HeAaJeko OT paspylieHHoro



IEMI

1eTpACEHHEM MOHACTLIPA letdk fepeoHauanbHO HA3bl-

sanca Hop-Ternk (Hosui Ternk). [ocae cmeprn Mxurapa-

lowa (1213 r.) MonacTeiplo NPHCBOHJIH HMS ero OCHOBA-
TEJAA.

[asating sror pacnodokeds #  cetenun ow, M10 B
22 KHAOMETpAX K cenepo-poctoky or Jlwinmana, na u3pe-
TANHOM ]JI'.II:l"l':'. OKpY MEeHHOM JeCHCTHIMK fﬂpﬂ.\ll!.

Apxurextypunit ancamGan Iowapank cosfgasancs no-
CTENeHHO Ha NPOTAKEHHH Leaoro croserds. K memy
OTHOCATCH  4eThpe LEpKBH, NPHTBOP, KHHIOXPAHHIMILE,
KOJOKOABHA, YACOBHA H HaArpoGHbE NaMATHHEH-XauKapbl.

OcHOBHEIM COOPYHEHHEM, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO pacnonomenhbl
octanbHbie, ssanercs uepkosb boropomuuw (119171.). 3ro
KYNOJABHBLL 347 ¢ NPAMOYroJbHEM Oueprannem B naaie. B
BOCTOMHON vacTH NPOAOAbBHAA OCh 37aHHA 3aBepllaeTcs
obumiproil aatapuoi abenaoil, 1o Gokam KOTOpOR pacno-
NOMEHE TPHAEAW B BA 3TAXKa ¢ BXOJaMH.

[Moakynonbiei  KBajpaT ¢ napycHubiMi nepexojaaMi
ofpasyer ocnosanne Oapadana C KYIOJOM. Ipnmenne
00BEMOB CHIZY BBEPX, XapaxTepHsyloulee HHTephep 3ad-
WK, OprauMuHo  BLpaxeno u Buemse, Pacagpl UEpKRBY
peuensl NpeAeaLio JAKOHHHHO i NG OpHAMEHTHPOBAN-
HBlft nosc wa GapaGaye H JIEROPATHBHBIE HHUIH ABJASIOTCA
HX  AKICHTAMH.

MoOHYMEHTAILHOCTL  BCeH KOMNIO3HIMH  06yC/oBIeHa
COOTHOLICHHeM €¢ OTJeJbHBIX dacrell, HX MNPONOpLHOHAND-
HOCTLIO H HIANMIOH  YBAIKOIL.

Coretinl [LepKBI BLUIOKEHB H3 KPYNHOPasZMEPHLIX HHCTO-
TECAHMHRBX AHACIHTO-DAANBTOBMX EaMUEH OJe/LI0-PO30BOTIO
IBETA 1 HOKOATCS Ha ABYXCTYHeHdarom noguyme. Ocoonii
HHTEPeC PeJic rapiswoT ]]L‘]HINL‘ piIJLh.E |10,'u!yMa H Gﬂpﬂﬁﬂlﬂl.
B KOTOPHWX KAMHH NPHMBIKAIOT JAPYT K Apyry 3yOhLAMH,
CO3NABAR ITUM CHOENO POJA AHTHCEHCMHYECKHI HosC.

Jpa Bx0a B LEPKOBL, ¢ CeBepa H 3anana, oGpamaenl
OPTAAAMH, XOPOLIO COXPAHHBIIMMHCA Ha HPOTAKEHHH
cestit etodietinli,  Paspyiieninio i tepectpoiikay nojinepra-
IHCH TOJBKO KaMEHHBIC NepeKkpuiTHA 3AaHHsL.

JIpyruM  OpHMEYATEJLHBIM  COOPYMEHHEM HBJAsETCH
npireop Boropoanus, NPHMBLIKAIOMHA K UEPKBH ¢ 3anana
H NPeACTABANIONIHA THII IPHTBOPA € UETBIPEMA KOJOHHAMH
(1203 r.). INpocrpascracHioe NOCTPOEHHE HHTEPhEpPA coc-
rABARET MeTHIpe APKH, NepeKHHYTHe Ha KOMOHHB, HA KOTO-
[ILX NOKOHTCS CHOAMATOE NepeKphiTHe 31aHHA CO CBETOBLIM
orsepcrieM 8 nentpe. Iloa npursopa  ycraaH G0/bLINMH
HALTPOGHLIMHE IAHTAME, HEKOTOPLIC 13 HHX HMEIOT HALMHCH.

3ananHwi  acan npHTROPA  BLIXOJHT HAa MOHECTREIP-
CKYIO MAOLLAAL B XOopouo 0603pepaeTcs cO CBOHM CHIIBHO
AKUeHTHpYIouHMes  noprajsom. Tumnan raasHoro Bxoja
BLIO/NHEH B BHE NepeMblYKH H3 KJIHHBEB, BCTABJICHHBIX
HE coepxy BHu3, Kak o6uvuo, Cepepunil BXOJ COepHHACT
HPHTROP ¢ rajepeen.

K tory or npuvsopa Boropoauum pacnonoixen Apyrod
namarink—uepross cs, I'puropus (1241 r.). Ilo naanosoii
KOMIO3HIHH  OHA TOMTH  TNOBTOPAET TJIaBHYI0 UEPKOBb,
YCTYNas eff 10 pasMepam H HECKOJbKO OTJaHuasch YOpan-
creoM tacanon, Pacnosoxenubie Ha Tpex (acagax, HHIIN
HMEIOT dpPXUBOJALTH H TAMN! BAOAbL 10JKHOTO H CEBEPHOID
(acanos. [laMaruuk jowen Jo #ac B 00JYPA3PYLIEHHOM
coctonnny, Gea Gapabaua.

Ocofoe MecTo cpeH NAMATHHKOB aHcambas sanuMaer
iepkoss [pocseturens (XIII B) —neGoanmoe oanonednoe
CHOMMATOR COOPYIKEHHE.

Tonko o6patorannsie (acagsl AeKOPaTHBHOM apKaty-
poit npupaor  crpofiiocts Beemy  coopyskeniio, Ocobo

aKUeHTHpOBaH 3anaiuwlii dacaj, rae NOMHHHPYET Gorato
OpHAMEHTHPOBAHHLIA NOPTan, KOTODHA B CONETAHHH C Be-
JIHKOJENHO BHINOJHEHHBIMH MacTepom [lorocom ApyMs xak-
kapaMu (oM M3 HEX HHHe nepesese B Epesan W XpaHHT-
cst 8 Focynapersennion Mcropuueckom Mysee Apmenin)
CO3/14ET BLIPASHTEABHYIO M HENOBTOPHMYIO KOMMOSHIHIO.

Mexy TeM, Hapsay ¢ GiecTslile pemenHbM (hacamon,
HHTprep LEPKBH HECKOJBKO H&]JEH&CHH.'LEH REKOD&THE&H*
M SJeMEHTaMH—BHTHMH KOTOHHAMH, apKaTypoil anTapHo#
aBeusinl, UTO CKA3LIBAeTCA Ha o6uleM apXHTeKTypHOM ob6pa-
32 NAMATHHHE.

[Tepecekaiollas KOMIUIEKC rajiepes K ceBepy HMeer
Tpanesnyio, NOCTPOEHHYIO H3 OUYeHb KPYMHHIX HEOTECAHHBIX
KAMEHHBIX TJIBI0 JKENTOBATO-OpaHMKeBOro [BeTa, ¢ OpHIH-
HAJBHOI KAaaKOA Ha H3BecTKOBOM pacrsope. [lepsoHayanib-
HO 31aHHEe HME/IO HElHe He COXpaHHBIUEECH JAepesAnHoe ne-
PEKpLITHE,

C BOCTOKA K TPanesHoi NPHMBIKAET KHHIOXPAHHIHILE,
IOCTPOEHHOE H3 TOrO JKe Kamug. B nurepbepe BoOceMb
BEUIBHHYTEIX [THJITOHOB «HECYT» llf_"Pel{p(‘I.llHBaIOI.I.lllt'Cﬂ APKH.
OﬁpuBOl!ahlUHECSI TARHM OGI‘P}ISGM yriopwe OTCEKH HMEIOT
NOTOJIOK B BHAE CTaJaKTHTOR.

3o apause 5 xonue XIII Bexa Guio HajcTpoeHo B
KayecTne KOJOKOJIbLHH.

MouiHsle HapyMHLIE CTyNeHH Ha sananHom (acane
KOJMOKOJBHH BEAYT Ha BTOPD]‘! ITAM, HMEIOUHIl B nJjaHe
kpectroobpashylo dopmy, ¢ ABYMA NpHAEIaMH Ha BOCTOMHOI
cropone. Kojaokonbisa sapepumanack POTOHJIOH, 0T KOTOPOi
HBHE COXPaHHANCh JHUIL ee ocrarkd. Ceerosoe OTBEpPCTHE
GLlio YCTPOEHO H3 RPYOHBMX  KaMEHHBX ILINT, 1IUJ}TOPHH
B KaMiue KOHCTP}’I{TIIBHHﬁ npuem «Aaapau.ten». lﬁBECTHHﬁ
10 KepepaHHOMY 30Q4YECTBY HAPOAHOIO HHAOID aoMa.

Jlpyroe coopy:eHHe STOr0  KOMIJEKCa—lEpPKOBb
cn, Feoprus (1254 1), OTAEACHD OT OCHOBHOTO MOHACTLIPCKO-
ro ancamGin HerayGokus osparom. HeGodbmoe, nours Ksaf-
parHoe B OJaHe, 3T0 KYNOJAbHOE COOpPYIKEHHe BEJIHKOJIENHO
BIIHCAHO B OKPYMKAlOUlyio NPHPOJLY, COCTaBAAH C Hed rap-
MOHHYHOE Lenoe.

Hanpotus uepksn ¢B. Ieoprus, Ha BepuUiHHEe X0AMA COX-
pa.liH.‘lﬂCb NoJypaspylmeHHas 4YacoBH#, ABJABIIaACH, 10
npenanuio, Massoneem Mxurapa lottia.

Ha tepputopun cena low, xpoMe yKa3aHHBIX NAMAT-
HUKOB, COXpPAHHJIHCh YaCOBHH Anocronior 1 I’Hneime, d
TaKKe MHOMECTBO XaukapoB-HaArpoOHH, OTHOCHUIHXCH K
PasaHYHLIM nepHonaM MCTOpH‘lECKO;{ HHIHH MOHACTHIpA.

Apxurextypa I'ollaBaHka B LeJOM XapakTepHa CBOed
GoabWOl BBIPa3HTELHOCTHIO, CBA3LIO C OKPYM#AaWeln npH-
pOjOIl W NpHMEHeHHeM BCeX JOCTHMEeHH CTPOHTENLHOA
TeXHHKH H KOHCTPYKUMi csoero spemenu. TyT Hawau npH-
MeHeHHe nepexkpeliHBaloUlHecs apkH H KOHCOJNBHEIE KaMeH-
Illblt’ CTYIIEHH, ITEPEKPLITHE CO CBETOBLIM OTBEPCTHEM H AD.

B namaminxax [omasanka oco6eHHO BBICOKOTO YpOBH#
JIOCTHIVIO MACTEPCTBO pesblbl N0 KAMHIO, O HEM CBHIETE/b-
CTBYET MHOMECTBO (DParMeHTOB, CpPeiH KOTOPHIX BHIIEJ]f-
joresi gBa xaukapa Mactepa [Toroca, mo cnpaBeiHBOCTH
cuHTamuHeca JAYy4MIIHMH B 30HMEecTBe A;pMBIIHH.

lFomapaukckuii amcamGik BoccraHosnen B 1957—
1966 rr. ¥npapnenueM no oxpaHe H pecTaBpalid NaMATHH-
os Tocerpos Apmsnckoii CCP.

10. A. TAMAHSH
L, P, A3ATSH




GOSHAVANK

or centuries, as a result of his-

torical events, Armenia was in

the orbit of terrible collisions,
struggling for its independence, against the great powers
of the ancient world, as Iran, the Byzantine Empire, the
Arab Caliphate, etc. However, the reestablishment of peace
each time was followed by an unprecedented development
of economy and culture,

Such a period of favourable conditions for the coun-
tiy was the late twelfth century after the expulsion of
the Seldjuk Turks. The revived and prosperous towns,
such as Dvin, Ani, Kars and many others, again became
renowned as populous centres of intensive trade and com-
merce, The feudal lords who had become rich landowners,
and the monasteries began to play a great role in the
economic, political and cultural life of the country.

Architecture was making rapid progress in Armenia
as before, and now secular structures as well as complex
buildings of religious cult were being erected. The archi-
tecture of this period Is characterized by new composi-
tional-spatial solutions and constructive projects practised
in the construction of new bridges, secular buildings and
monastic complexes. It must be noted, however, that most

of all flourished monastic complexes., Thelr architectural
aspect is firmly determined in such remarkable ensembles
as Haghpat, Sanahin, Ketcharls, Gheghart, Haghardzin,
Marmashen, Khedzkonk, Goshavank, Tatev and others.

The monasterles became also centres of sclentific
learning. Schools and unlversities were founded where
the famous sclentists, philosophers and historlographers
of the time taught history, llterature, philosophy, medicine
and other sciences. Among the best-known Armenian
scholars of the Middle Ages we may mention the names
of Hovhannes Sarkavag, Hovhannes Taoushetsi, Mkhitar
Gosh, Vanakan, Kirakos Gandzaketsi and many others.

Goshavank, which is one of the most remarkable
monastic complexes of the thirteenth century, is Insepa-
ably connected with the name of Mkhithar Gosh, an em|-
nent scientist, fabulist and legislator of Medieval Arme-
nia. According to historical data, Goshavank was founded
by Mkhithar Gosh at the end of the twelfth century In
Tandzout, not far from the monastery of Getik. The
latter being destroyed by an earthquake, the newly built
church was named Nor Getik (New Getik), but In 1213,
after the death of Mkhithar Gosh, It began to be called
Goshavank, after its founder.

The monastery [s situated above the village
of Gosh 22 kms. north-east of Dilidjan, on a lag-
ged site surrounded by woody mountains. This ar-



chitectural ensemble was erected gradually, in the course
of one hundred years. It Includes four churches, a narthex
(gavit), a library, a bell-tower, chapels and tomb-stones
which are known as khatchkars.

The principal structure around which the other edi-
fices of the complex are situated, Is the church of St
Astvatzatzin — the Holy Virgin (1191). This Is a domed
hall, with a plan of rectangular outline. On the eastern
side the long axis of the building ends in a broad cen-
tral apse, The latter has two-storied lateral aisles with
entrances from the hall, near the main apsidal part.

The domed square, which has sail-like passages,
forms the base of the domed drum. The upward move-
ment of the volumes characterising the Interjor is organi-
cally expressed also on the exterior. The fagades of the
church have extremely laconic solutions, and are stressed
only by the ornamental belt of the drum and the decor-
ated niches. The monumentalism of the whole composi-
tion is caused by the correlation of the separate paris of
the edifice, their proportionality and coordination.

The walls of the church are in masonry layed irom
huge and polished andesii basalt with a pale rosy tint,
and they rest upon a socle consisting of two steps. The
first rows of the socle and of the drum represent special
interest. Here the stones are Indented abutiing upon each
other, thus creating a kind of antiseismic belt.

The two porches, leading into the church from the
north and from the west, are framed with portals which
have come down to us wholly preserved after the seven
hundred years of their existence; only the stone roofs oi
the building had undergone destruction and were rebuilt.

Another remarkable structure is the narthex of the
church St. Astvatzatzin, Joining the chuich from the west
and representing the type of narthexes with four columns
(1203). The four arches flung on columns, constitute the
spatlal construction of the interior and they are crowned
with the vaulted ceiling of the bullding having an eye-
window In the centre to provide light. The floor of the
narthex is covered with large tomb stones among which
some are inscribed.

The western fagade of the narthex looks upon the
monastic square and |s distinguished by its strongly stres-
sed portal. The tympanum of the main porch looks like
straight wedge-shaped arches situated not downwards as
usual, but quite the contrary.

The northern porch unites the narthex with the gal-
lery.

South of the church St. Astvatzatzin there s
another monument—the St. Gregory church (1241).
With its composltion it almost repeats the principal church
of the complex, ceding to it in size and differing a little
by the decorations of the fagades. The niches, situated
on the three facades, have archivolts and draughts along
the southern and northern facades. This is a tumble-down
edifice where the drum is missing.

Among the monuments of the ensemble, the St.
Gregory’s church the Lusavorich (X11I) —a small single —
nave and vaulted building — occupies a particular place,
(The finely treated facades with a decorative arcade, add
harmony to the entire structure. The western fagade where
the richly ornamented portal dominates is especially
stressed. The latter, together with the two khatchkars
(one of them is transferred to Yerevan and is now in
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the Historical Museum of Armenia) splendidly executed
by the skilled master Poghos, creates a most Impressive
and unique composition.

It must be noted that together with the magnificence
implied by the fagades, the interior of the church is some-
what overwhelmed with decorative elements as, for
instance, the twisted columns and the arcade of the cen-
tral apse, which affect the general architectural appear-
ance of the building.

The attractive complex of the gallery at the north
has a refectory, built from large unhewn stone slabs of
yellowish orange tint with an interesting laying of lime
solution. Originally the building had a wooden roof
which does not exist now.

At the edst, the reiectory Joins the library which
is built of the same stone. In the interior, eight protruding
pylons ,carry* overlapping arches together with the ceil-
ing. The angular compartments formed in this way, have
a celling in the form of stalactites.

This building was reconstructed at the end of the
thirteenth century as a bell-tower.

On the western facade of the bell-fower, huge ex-
terior steps lead to the second floor which has a cross-
shaped plan, the two ends being on the eastern side. The
bell-tower abutted upon a rotunda, of which only remains
are preserved. The opening for light in the cenlre was
bullt of large stone slabs, repeating In stone the cons-
tructive method ,Hazarashen® —a widely spread practice
for wooden roofs used in the structure of domestic dwell-
ings,

Another building of this complex is the church of St.
(ieorge (1254), which is separated from the basic monas-
tic ensemble by a shallow ravine.

In the constructive art of Armenlan architecture, this
edifice represents peculiar forms thanks to the absence of
traditional pediments,

Against the church of St. George, at the top of the
hill, a tumble-down chapel is preserved which, according
to tradition, is thought to be the mausoleum of Mkhithar
Gosh.

On the territory of the village of Gosh, besides the
above-mentioned monuments, there are also the chapels
of the Apostles and of Hripsime, as well asa great many
khatchkars belonging to different epochs.

In Its unity, the architecture of Goshavank is highly
impressive and Is characterized by a skilful Integration
of the monuments with the landscape, and by utilising
the achievements of the constructive techniques of that
time. Here we see applied the crossed-over arches and
the console stone staircases, the opening for light in the
central dome and other characteristic propertles.

In the monastic complex of Goshavank the skill of
stone carving reached a particularly high level, This Is
testified by the great number of the fragments among
which the two khatchkars of Poghos are most notable,
and they are truly considered to be the best onesin Ar-
menlan architecture.

The ensemble of Goshavank has been restored com-
pletely by the Commiitee of Restoration and Preservation
of Monuments of Armenian S.S.R., during the years
1957 — 1966.

Y. A. TAMANIAN
SH. R. AZATIAN
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SNoULLLR FOWABAHK GOSHAVANK
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