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GEVORG GHARIBIANIAN
HAFEZ AL ASSAD AND THE CORRECTIVE MOVEMENT IN SYRIA
SUMMARY

The hook deals with one of the mast cracizl events in the moder®
hlstary of Syria - the Corrective Movement, cstablished on 165 Navembe?
1970 by Hafez sl-Assad. Tt is the most notable svent in Syrian hissary aRef
the independenco in 1945, The sdudy of Syrian former presidens Assad’®
Internal and foreign policy, the sacisl-cconomic developments nnd
seltievements are of great sclestific and social-pelitical significance. Tn the
light af the cancapt of the Carrective Movement several politieal and social
— ecanmic reforms have been carried out in the COUNLTY.

In 1992 the Matlonal Progressive Fronc {NPF) was formed in Syria-
On. President Assad's Initiztive the Communise Pamy of Syrin, the Arab
Seclalist Union, the Sacialist Unianists and the Arab Socialisc Famy wert
united within the Mational Progressive Front ander the guidance of the
Ba'ath ruling party. The suthar discusses the consequences of establishing
the NFF and ir's autcame on the Syrian domestic policy. Though Hafez al-
Astzd ised to control all the state instraments of power, the creation of the
NPF wag the important initative 1o strengthen the internal anity and
consclidation of the Syran comamunity. As a result, Syria reached sable
internal palitical sizuatian which was the significant fsctor for sacial-
economic developments.

In 1571 the Institute of the Presidency was established, in 1973 the
fuew permanent Constirution wae sdopeed and the National Assembly
(Parliament) was elected, The Movemens gained in the Arab-Isrell war of

1975 and returned part of Syrian terrivery occupled by larel during the
1967 war.
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In the field of social-economic reforma the Government i patticular
Wbecalized the cconomy to fome extent and acually created @ privite
Se10r; that led to the growth of foreign investment and pratected the right
of private enrreprenensship. Assad also Lok some SRS ifl order o peturn
the capiral tlat had been transferred aut of the country during the farmer
Wefi-baathist regime. Prosident Assad essblished harmonic foreign
conomic relatlons not enly with Arabic countries and Soviet Union bus
With Western States as well.

Since the early 1580's sorio-ecunomic reforms in Syria carnied out in
light f the doctrine of the Corrective Movement partially were held back,
4 3 perind of economic sagnation prevailed. The econany of Syria faced
*tvera] big challénpes. The sharp decrense in oil prices on the international
Marker in the early 1980' and the renlting reductian of the fnanelal aid
Previded 1o Syria by the cil-producing Arab countries wete 2MENE the
Tdjor factors,

Iri the early 1980s the main evolvement in Syrin's domestic political
Wt peneral was the gradisal ehift from the ideclogy and the fauniing
Principles of the Ba'ath party 1o the President Hafez al-Asad’s cult of
Persomality, which was one of the iastrumental means for preserving the
Tegime,

The mast important achievements of the Corrective Movement and
the long term loadership of president Hafer Al-Assad were the
establishment of unprecedented and durable pelitical sbilicy compared
with the sitsation in 1950' and 1960

e a result of successcs of the Corrective Movament Syria beea
Gine: the influentia] centers of the Arab Waorld.
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The president of Syria Hafez al-Assad died on June 10, 2000. A
manth later his son Bashar al-Assad was approved as the president of the
Syrian Arab Republic with the official result of 97.29% of the voues cas 0 8
narionnl referendiem. During the fist years of his presidency Bashar 2-
Amad undericok some measures to looss the rigid Sate control and garme?
tircad pablic support,

Bashar al-Assad begen palitical liberalization of the countryi
particularly in 2002 he changed the Charter of Netlonal Progressive Franl
according 1o which the Ba'ath party had the monopoly swms for
propaganda and pofitical activities in the society. He alsa paid o great
attention 1o the development of high technologies, and due o his effors the
Internes 2nd mobile communication appeared Ln the country,

In foreign political arena the most considernble event of the first 7
years of Bashar al-Assads leadership was the withdrawal in March 2005 of
Syrinn military contingem of 15 thousand from Soath Lebanan: the Syrisn
troops were deployed there o 1976 to =defear the savercignty and
nertitorial integrity of Lebanona,

In 2011 large-scale clashes conditioned by social and polirical
problems ook plice in Syria for the first time since 1982 that threstened
the stability and security of the state.

On Movember 12, 2011 the membership of Syrio to the League af
Arab counsries was suspended. Moreover the Leagus imposed sanctions on
Syria.

The change of regime in Syria might have sericus consequences for
thie Arfmenian commanity in every aspect.

In regional and larger international terms the foreible overthrow af
thie regitne in Syria by joing actions of anti-Syrian intesnational alliance and
the opposition miay besd to @ protracted internal interethnic and
cenfessional srife and endanger not only the future of the Syrian state bus
thi regional stabilicy as well.
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