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SUMMARY

The Eastern Transcawcasin is a eritical political hub of the Black
Sea and Caspian Sea basin, o strategic way 1o the Middle East thas hes
Alwsys been in the center of repional developmenrs. having a unigue
male in the political processes. In this context, in the sscomid alf of the
185 captury the polideal mole of the Fhanates of the Eastern
Tra B ed that d in the fAedd of political-
military and trade-econemic imerescs of the Imnian Empire, the
Otteman and the Russian Empires. Thiz implied the formatkon of the
specific  political relations  between khanatss of the Esstern
Transcaucssia and the obove-mentioned states whose research helps o
emphasize many lssaes of strategic sid conatructive significance
Farmed in the pelicical processe

Based on the analysis of the soarce maverials, the palicy of the
Iranian Empire, Husslan and Omsoman Empires toward the Eastern
Transesucaska in the second half of the 18 century is revealed. Thus,
Tran could not put up with the los of the region that the country
histarically owned, as well &5 with the fsor of the reinforcement of the
opposing powers’ (Russian snd Otroman emplres) impact in the
region. Though Kerdim Khan Zend sought o peafficm the Iman's
*historic rights” over Transcaucasia, he acoally recogaised the
antonamous mibe of the local ralers far having insufficient milisary-
political and diplomatic potential, The Cromen Empire was also
unable to solve the Transcaucasian fssae sclely and taking into
consideration e p | cooperation berween Russis and lran
{through the example of 1720-1730) simed o gain the affection of
Transcnuestion  khans  and rulers. Rossla  implemented  the
Tramecaucaslan  palicy through the long-term  aclutions and
mechanlsms regalated redationships with the rubers of the Cuaman
Empire, Iran and Transcaucasin, So, in the 1750-1770x, taking Into
secount the lmnian-Turkish political frctar in the Transcaucasia and
Daghestan. the Fusian diplomscy refused the military imtervention in
the region for & while. During those decacles the Russion policy toward
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the khanates was charactevissd by diplomatle interference which
became a concept; & mechaniim for making coonterbalanees in later
years. In 17808 after solving the Transdniescrian, particulardy the
Crimean problem successfully, the Russian Empire skillfally applied to
the principle of political squilibrive wward the mest powerful rulers
of the Transcaucssia: the Georglan Heraclius King and the Gluslbalan
Fath All Khan, thus protectng the Transcaucasia from the Emergence
af unipalar power,

Unlike the firss half of the 18% contury, when the Russian-
Turldsh- Iranlan rlations were ragulated by & number of agresmuscs,
lran, Russian and Cnoman Empires adopted the pelicy of newralicy
by excluding the millary intervestion in the region in the 1750-
17608, The lack of central gavernment (n lran was in lime with Russia's
military and political intovests. The situation would have ensbled the
pesceful intepration of the Eastern Transcaucasin into the empire,
Therefors; toking the advantage of the unswable state of Zend dymasty's
power, affer the Russo-Turkish War (1791-1793) the Mussia was
planning to integrate the Esstern Transcaucosis into the smpies
emclusivaly in @ peacefil way by maintsining the Ouoman Empire's
restibeting palicy.  The waablishment of solitary power of Agha
Muhammad Khan in Iran in 1794 simed st the reestablishment of the
national berders thas sised durlog the Safsvid state, The exsmination
af the official documents of that em proves that the Rusdan
authorities shewed political indifference t the invasion of Eastern
Gaorgla carried out by the muber of Iram in 1795, and sed i@ & o
mative for military intervention in the region and & pretext for gering
the support and sympathy of the peaples of Transcaucasia, The Russian
Empire uséd the Aga Mohammed Khan's Invasion of Est Georgiaas &
meative for lsunching the military inte=vention in the region. Both the
invasion and the destruction of Thills were n major blow to the
Georglan sschood, The spread of the Russinn damination  From the
Crucasian Ridge to the Scuth pur these khanates o the dilemms: o
support  Russin, to mecognizé the  supreme powsr of lmn
unconditionally or w fight s cheir soversigniy? The Khanates'
concept of mansuvering las i vishility afier 1795, thus returning the

18



Emstern Transesucasia to the Irankan state system. On the other haod,
becanse of the “The disaster of Thilisi in 1795 * the region had doabts
abenst the usefulness of the Russian Empire’s protection, Ehans wers o
Face the historic and political alection. Wias it worth suffering from the
Cajar Danger ° for the sske of Russian suppor? Khanates should be
palitieally oriented towand the Russian, the Orcoman Empires or Lo,
The examination of archival materials and Herature lets s evaluare
the Caspian Expeditions crganized by V. Zubow's lesdership in 1795
from a new perspective. Certainly, &t that tine the Russian Empire
Was not concerned sbout the fate of the Transcaucasian peaples
torered by Aphs Mobammed Khen, Acting as 8 “lbemoor® and
“rescuee” for the people, the Rumian Empire pursued the geal of
expanding the state’s  borders and wsing the Scuth Cancasus for purely
Imperialist imerests. That regien kad o serdoos miliary-political
significance for Bussia as it could serve as a barrier to make the
sathern borders of the country fnmilnerable, at the wme time being 2
camvenient amd relloble boes to the Casplan S=a basin, for moving e
Tran's Casplan regions asd Amopatens trying 1o achieve the ultimate
goal of the tempring prospect of moeving 1o the Persian Gull and the
Indian Cicean. In the apinlon of the Rusion authorites the threat
elimination from the sauthern borders of the Russian Empire was
related to the ereation of the security zone on the west comst af the
Caspian Sea in the Fece of the Muslim Buffer Powers under the
leadusship of Fath-Al Khan's family members.

In cochusion, we can note thar the Russian Empire’s Trans-
caucasian policy in the second half of the 18 century prepared &
fartile pround for carrying our che tmk of capturing this sesegic
region in the first quarter of the 18% concury, 5o, in 1800, the emperor
Paul 1 decided ta annex the Esstern Geargia to the Bumsian Empire.
That ambicieus plan was brought to life by Alexander 1, the Russian
emperor’s (1801-1825) famoigs decres signed on September 12, 180E™,
Taking intp sccount the expanson of Rusdan  infuence o
Transcaucasis, the khanates of Korabakh, Shakl, Shamakhi, Derbent,
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