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L. QLUNhENRTLER

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
AND THE TRIAL OF
THE YOUNG TURKS*

84 years ago the first case of genocide in the 20-th cea-
tury took place. On April 24, 1915 more than 600 Armenian
intellectuals — doctors, poets, teachers, politicians and others —
of the Armenian community in Constantinople were arrested,
exiled and executed. This tragic event was only the beginning
of o cruel policy of deporiation and massacre of the Armenian
nation in the Ouoman Empire.

The Armenian Genocide was accompanied by a massive
program of deportution. The survivors of this hormor were
forced to march into Syrian deserts and during the march
many of them lost their lives due to exhawstion, torture, star-
vidion and disease.

In fact, the deportation was mostly the exceution of
Western Armenians, As the United States ambassador in
Jstanbul Henry Morpenthau confirmed; “The real purpose of
the deportation was robbery and destruction; it really repre-
sented o new method of massacre. When the Turkish awthori-
ties gave the orders for these deportations, they were merely

*This paper delivered by the Author ar the Occidentol College
{Bagle Rook, Califarniu), on April 20, 1999, on the accarion af the &Hik
anniversary of the Armenion Genoeids,
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giving the death warrant to a whole race; they understood this
well, and, in their conversations with me, they made no par-
ticular anempt to conceal the Faer”l,

Mass deportations and massacres of Armenians [rom
towns and villages in Western Armenia, as well as from local-
ities. with Armenian populations in Asia Minor had entircly
nothing to do with measures being taken for military reasons,
a8 the guestion of annihilating the Armenian people had been
worked ot and settled beforehand by the Central Committes
of the “ITTIHAD ve TERAKKI” (Union and Progress) parly.
To solve the Armenian problem they had chosen the total
extermination of Western Armenians, The war presented a
suituble oceasion for them to annihilate Armenians onee and
for all, as well as 1o settle accounts with other peoples so thit
the Empire became purely Turkish, Soon the news of mass
deportation and atrocious massacres of Western Armenians
spread all over the world, stiming up a viclent wrath and
profest everywhere.

T would like to bring some portions,from the articles of
American newspapers, which were issved in 1915 during
Armenian Genocide. Here is a portion from “THE INDEPEN-
DENT", Seplember 27, 1915. The tithe of the article is; “THE
DEPOPULATION OF ARMENIA™.

“The shocking news of the massacre, tature and depor-
tation of Armenizn Christians makes a special appeal to
American sympathy and helpfulness. From numerows and refi-
shle sourges in Turkey it seems certain that this is not o mutter
of local disorders or peity oppression, bul a systematic effore
o extirpate the Armenian race, Thousands of families have
been driven from their homes (o starve upon the roads. Towns
and villages have been divested of their inhabitants. Many are
being put torture to foree them to renounce their Christian
faith, Women are interned in harems and children are sold as
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slaves".

Here is another portion from “THE MISSIONARY
REVIEW OF THE WORLD", November, 1915. The ttle of
the amicle is; "THE ASSASSINATION OF ARMENIA™;, “The
mast bretal, the most rethiess, the most inexcusable, and the
mast widespread massacres of chostions in the last theusand
years are deluging Armenia with the blood of men, women,
and children. Whole villages are wiped out by fire, sword, and
deportation. [t seems evident that this movement against the
Armenians is part of 2 concerted schemne ageinst all non-
Turkish and christizn inhabitants of Turkey...".

Representatives of progressive mankind and organiza-
tions condemned the policy of barbasous genocide carried out
by the Young Turks and demanded putting an immediate end
tiy it, to return the deported Armenians 1o their homes,

On May 24, 1915, the governments of Great Britxin,
France and Russia jointly warned the Sublime Porte that they
regarded persecutions and massacte of Armenians in Turkey
as an appalling action against humanity and civilization, and
its perpetrators would be held strictly responsible, Unfior-
twnately, this initiative likewise did not have any resulis, The
Young Turk government continued widely and mercilessly o
carry out its adopted policy, the victims of which became more
than one a half million Armenians.

When World War I came w an end, broad masses of peo-
ple all over the world demanded the Turkish criminals to bear
responsibility for organizing the slaughter of Western
Armenians, Qutstanding political figures, men of science and
cultural workers of different nationalities in condemning arti-
cles and publications, rmsed their voice of protest.

Yielding to this strong wave of protest and aspiring to
detach itself from the discredited Young Turk government, the
new cabinet formed just after the Moudros Armistice of 1918,
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with the [:m:l:rship of Ahmed lzzet Pasha, adopted a resolu-
tion to institute legal procesdings against the Young Turk gov-
ernment leaders, for drawing the Ouoman Empire into war
and arganizing the deportation and massacre of Armenians,

Subsequently, upon a decree of December 16, 1918,
inguiry courls were formed, which began to collect accusato-
ry evidences concerning the massacre of Western Armenians.

A number of Young Turk ministers and party leaders, dis-

trict executive secrelaries, governors and other officials were
arresied. However, the immedizie initiators and organizers of
Armenian massacres had time to flee, tuking refuge in
Germany.
On March 8, 191%, a special edict of Suitan Mehmed VI
Vahideddin, the Young Turk parly leaders and ministees were
submitted to investigation al the extracsdinary eourt martial of
Istanbul.

The trial of the Young Turk government leaders and
members of the Central Committee of the Union and Progress
Party began in Istanbul, on April 28, 1919 and went on until
June 246,

Documents = cryplographed telegrams and letters
brought in the sccusatory act, testify that deportations and
massacras of Westem Armenians had not been military or dis-
ciplinary measures of limited and local character; They were
aforethought and implemented absolutely on the initiative of
the party Central Comunities, on the instructions and secret
arders of a special Center. In the bills of indictment and dur-
ing investigatory sessions, the main stress was pul upon the
massacre of Western Armendans.

Lieutenont-General Vehip Pasha, the former commander
of the Third Army at the Caucastan front, stated in his wsti-
mony at the trial that the question of exterminating Armenians
and plundering their property was resolved by the Central
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Committee of the Union and Progress pariy, and that
Behaeddin Shakir was the organizer and leader of blood-
thirsty bands, around the thied Army, which executed the mas-
sacre of Western Armenians.

Dunng the examination of the district excoutive secre-
taries, the main stress was likewise placed on the question of
deportation and massacres. To alleviate their guill, the execu-
tive secretary of Edirne and other defendants teied 10 find
witys 10 justify themselves, that deportation was carried out
according to the law and governmental orders, Mustafa Nazim
pasha, the committee chaieman of the courl, refuling their
false testimony, revealed that deportation was o mere pretext
o execute the extermination of Armenians.

In the sentence passed on July 5, 1919, stress was put
upon the details of massacres of Western Armenians and plun-
der of their property, facts were pointed out about violations of
the constitution by the Young Turk party Central commitiee
and government leaders,

Ume of the important picces of evidence was the question
of participation in World War I, without a Medjlis resolution,
as well as abuses and speculation in trade and especially pro-
visionzal matters,

According to the first point under itemn 45 of the civil
criminal code, the court pronounced a death sentence for
Talaat, Enver, Djemal, Nazim, Behaeddin Shakir. The others
were condemned Lo exile for 10-15 years. During these trials
11 party figures and statesmen of high standing were sccused
by default, and twenty present at the proceadings.

The records and resolutions of the proceedings were
issued in small circulztion in the supplements of the Turkish
official newspaper "TAKVIM -1 VEKAT" (in arabic script).

Materials of the trial that are connected with the depaorta-
tion and massacres of Western Armenians are fully translated
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inta Armenian ard were pablished with commentaries and
introduction by me in 1988 for the first ume. (The book has
been translated and published in the English and Arabic lan-
guages as well).

Trinl materials give a definite view of the organization
and execution of the deportation and massacres of Western
Armenians. However, the process did not, in fact, solve and
cotld not solve the retribution for the blood of one-and-a-hall
million martyred Armenians, and the recomp ion of mate-
rial loases of property abandoned which reached billions. The
Armenian peogle were deprived of their homeland, Western
Armenia.

Judges, of course nol in all cases, demonstrated necessary
consistency. Many of them, being connected with the Young
Turks, were often inclined not (o delve deep into the accom-
plished facts, and not to adopt strict restrictions. If there did
not arise any doubd in condemning to death defendants
brought to trial by defauli, unwarranted forbearance was
shown in inflicting punishment upon those present, it must be
noted that the policy of persecuting and annihilating the debris
of Western Armenians, continued during the period of
Kemalist nationalism, during 1919-1922,

Turkish armies orpanized new massacres in Westermn and
Eastern Armenin, a5 well as in some parts of Turkey during
which 250,000 Armenizns martyred.

Maturally, after the end of the War, the trial of the Young
Turk leaders was a great occurrence from the point of view of
revealing the perscoutions and genocide of Western Armen-
ians for all mankind.

Unfortunately Turkey, after all these years refuses o
acknowledge these terrible deeds. Tn our days, Turkish ruling
circles and historians continue (o persistentiy reject the geno-
cide of Westem Armeniuns, and on the whole, and aim at fal-
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sifying the history of the Armenian people by various means
and anti-seademic publications.

All these arguments are profoundly wrong. In reality the
whole world knew how the bloody sultan Abdul Hamid and
hig successors, the Young Turks, committed a policy of geno-
cide o resolve the Armenian guestion, and how they ook
advantage of World War [ as an opporlunity to exterminate
completely the Armenian popualation in the Ottoman Empire.

Today the Turkish government must condemn the
Armenian genocide as the US House and many States request-
ed, or as the Russian Duma, France, Belgian, Lebanese,
Canadian, Greek and Uroguayan parlamentarists did by pass-
ing Armenian resolution.

It will be noted that nowadays the destruction of
Armenian churches, monasieries, monuments, and cemeteries
are part of a systematic Turkish cultural genocide, to eradicate
the name of Armenia and Armenians from their native coun-
iy,

We the descendants of survivors of the genocide are
demanding to stop and save the architectural monuments from
further destruction in Historic Armenia.

Besides, we will always straggle for justice and demand
to compensate our confiscated lands and properties in Western
Armenia.
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npeip wnlydmd K6 wplohowfugbph quiigilubawghf nk-
nuifiwliniepulb m pwppbiph Abn:

GplouGmd b Low UGdthund Gw Fpaeapalb
pugwphl qhwwlwl Aewdtip Glhpgwd fuglulad
fupghl b Whd Gabnbhb: Wuphed bip, ap wun g hijugnud
wyny Gyauelipp b YApusupalp il wnofidhG Auonnnmd:

bu wiuop, upamby oGnpRugnpaad B Uijhnopu Su-
thusg i pp wiu Gop gpph fpuewpulpded e,
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Plisugbiu Gwl prpnp Gpuabg, npolip wiy Gud wy) Yhpey wk-
Fufimplnhp ogily b pplilg fwdkusn pnufwl B6 Ghpnpbi,
gl gy wghsupf g wie upue gwitiuwl ghppp:

unpuGnp fwgnnaepymiibp & dwnpmd bp ghmwlwd
grpbmlbimpul wewupbgnal

Tuawf- Fpn- Talwnp, Dpndg.
bpyubny Uwpguywh



TFELUNRaEh LUSBURANr 9nroh2®
UStolv BLLL2U250uh

nLankrdvh lenuLe
(LEUBEEL, PPIUILALS FhARE 3L UPLZART,
LANURE 2, 2000}

Wl wlgud, Epp dh ghpp & Gpleod pagupadh
Ypw, apl whppuguabed & dwpg Thbd bnbnbpl, Gpu-
fuwlmd &, np dhlip pupnibwlmd Big wpaypwpn AwGond
wpunntuilpif Ezdwnemipual, fwbmb wpgepeeoubs -
Gy, h Grp wihp, Gop dh md £ plipeud waponGfwd dhp
dafgmipghi  Thwuliwpwp sgblngkme win  ghnuuaauin-
prmip, wpuhbpl’ qunind b dueuugulul wye juadpp, wp
whitp b dhp wdprnzulpbmpmip grogunpbpm:

Lytnbp Jbp wuedmppub, Awg depndpnp wwmilng-
il dtp dwwd whpndwbhh twuk b, fuonml O g,
L wyf poapu Ry dbp wenadnapegreGhy wiiiupht b )
hph ThEp dubnd Ghip wahoapih peep wogbph dww Ywg-
dnnfiliph Fhe, wape wiffwhd £ Gul nmpe fwlk fo-
sl il st mGhg:

Mupuegmedp AwGgubip phgmbkpo undegh au b

ILTRG Up mopuagmd p B phpmd © o owGobunjuad
thuuiiagr phiph Gh Gep AnuwGp, Jguyppmaatph 0 Gnp
sty wppuplGaph dazhippl AuGabyws Jun|bpwgplinh
FupabnemiG, wpl wnwBEBGly BG puglwphy]  wal
wuinwpwbbby W Awy, U owiip, wig plnd Tpnd.
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Wit @i ubip, np npwgnpdh (hqdml, ngpugapth
dbnpgny huly gpgwd owdwlikpEd duwaomuepnpipi §pupg-
Uil finusnupuddmed:

Mhwrwlpwl pufikpp fowlgupnd GG pughp wou wp-
TubyGhpn, e onbn Gl Uwasdpeynd, dwphGomnGnd, Un-
Shuwagred, WLueenfilyuainud, dwphgmd, Phnghbnud ne Lnkne-
Gmaaly

Swubudpuliky  pwpmbwl Jdulip hepdbighip gh-
quumpsbnippued  wuendulul  Gpiwpenpndp  pignbbg
wia] whemipnGGhphl b dpiyh wquop gupnifuwlnud GGp,
puag Gl Exbwpumippel phd wipwp £ odymd nfpw-
grpbaph fwgapgulpud ubpmbng obowglipng wbmulwi
qwiikph nbpp win dwpwdbp wwegpapeed, putiqh gk,
np Gwbugby ghinuuguinpmbp Gwioleed Eoduplp-
phlsy bn dnadpahl fepl nEpagapd, wlk ghok, np g
b fik phpnd £ fwmmgiwh pugledl wwhabebbp

bph wwhwiel) sh Grwbalnd g, wou yeu-
Fubybyp Grubwymid £ demuwlhg nwnbug wiuprupne-
e

Mpnd. Guwipugpuin gph £ ownk) wdbphliugh wi-
il epgu pulwl fweepelpalpal grpdhsEhphy, wuin-
dwpuGGlph, amu ppyubeekndtph, gpwluliugEnibph,
quonGhph, dpwbupugh Gpubungnp dwppluig, HEpu-
G wipsGunnbefhph mo dzwlmmegpl Gpkbh gkdphph
quuympgmiibpg: Bhy wbn b funluglby whghweh,
fimgl, pnwpugh bowy) wggmpgniiibph Gpubiuanp Jwpn=
Yuilig = Mhoqnp Mmgdbpnby JhOsl Bbwen) Spwbu m
Wt dth ganpru:

kg Fupelp & ogupdl) w)l whusiep Goien, o0
mibkghy & oulwGwl Gugupmipqul wuguupubneppul Gue
pawipuan BGhn thwgub.

— bpp lphpotu fogp wphaepfl bpbebg, [y pGue
fa i Fuapgps S pEf g, shohah fogh fepg:
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Paugg dhip dhwghGp:

UThig fAkw dGnl, dhg Ak wwpnd § ohp fapgpg ap
praplispmhoud £ oo hngind B Swpluelw@ e, ol e
hans

My puapnefwldbpm ©owpugpapn Awlmi wpunmiu-
sl dpdwpnmpud, Bubnlb wyl pubh, npowylu siplGp-
b Gudwl népplkp:

Uhp Tw'wpe dhip wuombwlub, ophulpei ppwdmb-
pr Gwluwyby wwnt wikl pwlip oo 6hg, wiki dheng m
grfingapmb whmd t dbp dogmlnprgp, Awenlpoogbe pu-
gigninpuifivigg  Ywghwlspympbibph  Jhengml, pwiigh
dEp 2wyl ubmwluGeepgmbp winbuulud, mheju-
Owgprmului m pupupwlwd weondwnbbpm] wilThgu-
b CwuGwlgnpmi 3h Ywpan piphp wgn uppwgwi
gnpBhG, pagy pupnjugbe, wooguhl rpuamGah lwsuem]
Lppbp b Guwfwlsh):

Wu popoph by wobd Jhlu dip pudhGi mikGp,
wilbf Ublu g Sl fwulwlgnd bGip s Glppalpui
gundhliz

Chrphuynpbip  Tpnd.  Uelbohu Sushugubhi  hp
wilfunte, widbgbn b wundupbip dwuGulgnoppul Audum:
e usmlp Suuwwbpwumnnfwd b Ahplighlyne danew-
gmppod smwpn weimfulud Gpfamamggady, wly dbip,
gliwsfiunbyng Gpe wpfuanwGpn jBGp donwbw Gpu o=
wulype
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qrNS. L1bELY PULSIMRTFSUYh

nenhivh niec
(GLEAEIL, PRLYILLLE RISy UPTLANMT,
LNuhl 2, 2000)

Luipgbph Ghpluwdby,

Upap wespenp lip Fudupbd angnilp U plepfuninpby
wpnde Uiy $upaiguGp pp fenhlwlws  JEpzhG
guphpnt eSbnuwumolaemt & Soueehdul Togpoee L
edwylpayal Lwpgp b Uhd Brbngpy (dwilubulugpne-
pyend 1878-20000, bolwh (muu pibwplwl wappl, -
ywwealp ghonpmBELEh Dlpanbdhugh Ul pum -
Pl i) Spuulwi Teapfiph apnziudps

Uabinhup Gufipgwd b0 1050-wlwb e ulubibpn
wlibapbl b Gop Gploath Owwp LigmGkpn Tunwwi
UruGhwyupdwlpul hhwnprmenh aunabog bp b 1960-w-
Tyl ErlulpuBGEpAD® Apwbiu Rmpipnuaghl Seguinawih S
Uiy prnmequl Ulilanph. qhuwg fuwsnn -grndpblkp:

Wkphfipziwy gppbpre wpdlnpdud me glusfuntuil
dwupli whwh penuhd, pubgh wm gapdp tbnGRwunphl
furmapfbgenl  dhp pupblud® Ghipfmi dermerd npualjuad
Snpp. wprd. Shnpg Repprugpubh Gandh, ipatie Gl Thp
upphiyh gpent Umbgwl Upwswepeth mpufiuml o=
gnuylih Epmgpnyt

mpnd. Wiltuapu Sunpuepedh gnpbpn (rie whuwd GG
byl Luguoanmubh F10 Upltpugnmppub Dauwpon-
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wip Epnulwi onpfpgh apngtudp:

Mpwhe wnpp b Guplop & owgu uaing, Gep Ghuanh
mbkGwGp, np BrlnGh SG-wilpulht Guhpdud dhal gop-
phph b6 ph' Wpgmngh b ph’ ZwpuunwGh dhy, hGxpal
dbg fwjnGh E:

Upnwple, fupnih fulquiluwipfpm ppmdeg dw-
punnwGhE Abnwgud ppunm], dhip bppkp dhp Guogbipp
shifip ugu® dugn bplph b Tugp ghowlol Gubuepb Fi:
Ufw ph phym 1999 @ unbdpugh Spoulud unpfpp-
nh npngtudp Lupuunabh T e pGiwpligun hpbund
vouphBlp wiue Grgb Upnnbdhugh Spuub Rnpfing-
nhi wnel yampml Yhpuny wwgnuGiued i woe]upuna -
Gunp elhpuwbnpkph uwitwgh Awpgp b dhpwgqawihG
nhjubwghemypgmip 1918-1939 pres Jhlwgpoembp:

gl Alond, whgpag wphy wende Uhe Swhug il
aftmppury Jwybmoegpbpp Swpuunabh U Jwgbplh du-
uhli — 16-18 mraplpe wahmmnmpinlp 1o plibuspdiguay|
Wplebpueg pmep il plGunpniah ghuwwluli  funpfinipnh
nprgmdml, Bapwbe wgu weph peogu obuwG® wiuepde
alinpluwlnbupl dwnwien Gpm gpekpp:

Fhp tusgp gowlwl Yudwnh, dwpuonwbp SU-h
Aln wbhpin m gnfuerpupnd Yuwh me gnpdulgmppuli fu-
puwbedp Y4p wwpehGp fooluogb® pagGuiunf o Glip-
fel dwunfnpalpul, bpug  gpodplgh fag Upbbipagh-
iyl phusnpununh Ghiplughu wGopki® $pnd. Lhlingwg
Ll GGhugwuGhi:

U Dunhwigiulbl Gop e pidugpiwd gnpbipp & phn-
fwbpaugbu wuwuifighmalpet winks gapbniiEmpimGp
phrpngkpml, whing b pulil, ap wiep wuarmbughnulued o
woumppuljul  gapdmGEnpimbn  buluogiu wlnbddw-
il &, o wnbbpeg dbp unuadbnhl putueetnd Th-
wuwily Ukdwphbgh fugnlip wnnp-

S, Puoh SET P, ARCUenh@8Nht -
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U@Ll hblh ey

fypnd Wilbnpspl vy np 3h JEupbp bp ghuwlut fu-
pranl wpuponedEpab, Awwgranip iy fubup: M JkY
phuwnfwniah oujubuipis gl wpnaonwip 3k le-
wupwdp, vy wy Gufuepng cupundpmjwds iy v okl E-
Guup Ynndb: Uafbwhupd Swilwp wnoppw Yjubph wifip-
pudbpampmb b owpwnby, fhmugmnky, wnbndwgnpbl,
gnkyp:

e8tuwuupuinrimi b gopeoaldwl weppwpe wahisi=
wapymip wobndbipne Ratup fopludep Epowpeed. Uyb-
whupll GIwh pp dnnedpnh pwwhG Gfbpuwd wlhenls m
fuapasnbs gpupnnn o el bnwkgmG, bEpdupni b
willpfuuGrpp Unnbigedp, npuiugh upenwbun fudwg-
uapughtG tudmghf b ApwnwpudmemGianmi fnlp L
anh wnbhy, wplwlwgpb] wupplp whonpmGibipm & fu-
SwjuupfwhG ugdulbpumpmGiinm ondh dwpeg -
g Gnippuel wupwnfwlwl  Gwiuyfwd weprkpp JBp
fuGprpul uipwludngnby pupdpGhp: Sond. Sudw-
guulp Lwyng Bmuuupubnppul wugenGulul Swlug-
T Upphpm  yhlnwdh dwdwlalpaghpl & Yupdte..
Opbipu, wi widpgpwwby wpiwlwighy Lhpabwdh Mopfp-
RupuEhG GG dughy 11-h0 dnudugG plnnbud pubu-
upl  elwgwptgr opwpbneh dugbu 28-h phdmd g
whuml prfwinubuegpy Fegguibml ol [ L Ty
alilig daiplupe:

Sugunnphf. Shqwuupubnppaes dhpepbpug  dudu-
Gulgmg ol geowemelpal wndpuglbpp bodp phpkpml L
fiulpryppul Ghplwpogibm] wpnd. Bunpugpup uein-
Pl wnpmpwguuul  wpdapagng wglooamata
Yusmupuad e Lwglpulwd fupgey 2whugpgrijud okt
fwy ph owmwp wpuindwipulh fuslwp:

OhnpRwlpu npgnG:
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