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ohli grugulh Jbg wppwhbpp Gwpen B0 Apdbp Gnue Bplinuhg wnwe U
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SUMMARY

During the second half of the XNI century B.C.he MNear Eastem and
Aegean civilizations had gone into deep polilical, social-economic and cullur-
al crisis, which soon, in the course of that century culminated in a major dis-
aster for some areas (Asia Minor, Levanl, Mainland Greece), Throughout this
vast area clear signs of full decline or stagnation are quite visible. This marked
the end of the Late Bronze Age civilization to be continued in the Iron Age. In
recent studies this pericd of ancient history usually is designated as the "XII
century B.C. Mear Easlem Crisis”, replacing the Iraditional lerm "Dark Ages”,
Until 1980,5 there was no general agreement among scholars upon causes of
the Crisis. In studies dealing wilh this period moslly were investigated prob-
lens of the dedline of some Near Eastern countries and Mycenaean centers,
ethnic migrations, etc. During the 1980-1590,s, due to a considerable number
of new epi ical and p data, the problem
of the Crisis recefved a clue lo be discussed on the general historical back-
ground. This monograph is an attempl of a complex study of the Crisis.

Chapler One: "Near East and the Aegean basin
in the second hall of the Xl century B.C."

First symploms of the Crisis could be traced already in the mid-Xllic.B.C.,
in the Hitlite Empire and in Mycenaean centers. Political insiabilty should be
regarded as the main trend of this period, leading to the decling of the author-
ity of canler over its Ci actions of iyas IV of Hatti in
Western Asia Minor {in Millawanda, Seha, Lukka, etc.) are to be treated under
the focus of this trend, Political crisis in Hitlite Analofia was rotated in its full
langth with the of Hatlusas - resulting
from bifurcation of the Hittite ruling dynasty during the refgn of Hatbusiis Il
While the Hiltite Empire was able to keep ils authority over periphery until the
iast decades of the Xlllc.B.C., the decline of small Mycenaean city-stales was

rapid. The di of imports into Levant, decling of
some ic crafts and sculplure, ivory
ing, atc.) marked the end of this civilization.

The chapler is divided inlo several sections - Hitlite Empire (Tudhaliyas IV,
Suppiluliumas FI} ‘Westem Asia Minor (The "Trojan War®, the problem of
ete), b world, ian Highland.

Chapter Two: "Near Easlem Crisis",
In this chapter author discusses three main theories dealing with the Crisis

- internal, migratory and cimatological. This period of the Crisis covers the late
XIil - Xlle.B.C. Due to destructive trends, during this period several political
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entities had find their end, large masses of population in the Balkans, Asia
Minor and Syria had gone into duralive migrations, which resulled with the
or partial of ance i Late Bronze Age canters
(Cenlrarmmha. Peloponnese, etc.).
The chapler consisis of several sections - definition of the Crisis, ethnic
movements, disintegration of the Hittite Empire, Mycenaean crisis.

Chapter Three: "Near East in the XII-X| cenluries B.C..

This chapler deals wilh two main areas - Post-Hillite Analofia and the
Upper Euphrates basin. After the disintegration of the Hittite Empire the impe-
{ial it werg i by two hes of the Hiltite dynasty - in

i Syria) and Southern Anatolia), without any
ciwnolugk‘-al gap. As to Eastern Anatolia, here the area of Melid-Tegarama,
probably, also had escaped the fate of Hallusas, Here for some period ruled
the dynasty criginating from Kargamis. Thus, the fall of the Hittite Empire
should not be regarded as the collapse, but rather lerritorial decrease of Hittite
statehood.

The Upper Euphrates area partly sulfered that of Central Anatolia, Here the
Late Bronze Age urban centers of former Hillite vassal-state of Ishuwa expe-
rienced a deep danlme bn be raplaoad by an intrusive population, comvention-
alty as b i influx of the fatters had moved
towards Norhern Mesm)otamla, setlling down here, on soulhemn slopes of the
Taurus range.

Chapler Four: “Near Eastern Crisis: Synopsis”,

Here the author studies all main destructive trends which had played an
important role in the decline of the Late Bronze Age civilizations - 1) causes of
the Crisis {Asia Minor, Mycenaean workd, migrations, decline of urban civiliza-
tion), 2) interregional factors of the Crisis, 3) results of the Crisis (political, eth-
nic, social-economic).

CONCLUSIONS

The investigation of the Xlic.B.C. Near Eastern Crisis had revealed sever-
al comman processes which had played an important role in the decline of the
Late Bronze Age civilization.

1) The growih of mability of populations, both civilized and primitive. In
these migrations were involved the "Sea-peoples” (Aegean basin and south-
westem Asia Minor), North Balkanic peoples, Aramaeans, Hitlite-Luwian pec-
ples, Mushkians, Kaskseans, Hebraws, ele. The migrations led to the shift of
activity of political and ic entities from polia to
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2) Complete or partial depopulation of some arcas. Causes were mainly
internal - disinlegration of political and social-sconomic siruciure, intamal
sirifes between neighboring centers, natural eclipses, climatic changes. The
affect of the latter, possibly, was of utmost importance in Asia Minor and
Soulhern Balkans.

3) Decine of urban civilization, which was due to the disintegration of polit-
ical structure. Many Late Hittite urban centers which had survived well inlo the
Early Iron Age (XI1-Xc.B.C.), had experienced serious changes in their mode
of aclivities,

Political aspect of the Crisis:

1) Disintegration of the Hittite Empire and some stalas in western Asia
Minor, the Levani and Mainland Greece - Wilusa, Ugaril, Amurru, Ishuwa, etc.

2) Cardinal changes in ethnopolilical map of the Near East, the emergence
of new poliical antities,

3) Global changes in social-economic life.

Under the light of the Crisis some important problems of the history
of thee Atmenian Highland are in order.

1) The societies of the Armenian Highland had experienced all main ten-
dencies of the Crisis - mobility of population, decline of urban centers and polil-
ical enlities.

2) Mushkians referred 1o in Assyrian, Urartian and other sources botween
XII-Vilc.B.C. as an intrusive population in the weslern and soulh-weslem paris
of the Highland should be regarded as a native Late Bronze Age population,
wha had migraled lrom the norh (probably from Hayasa-Azzi of Hitlite texts).
These tribes are nof related 1o the North Balkanic Phrygians, whose migrations
had affected only western and ceniral Asia Minor.
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