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Opening Remarks 
 

My word of greeting this morning starts with a welcome to our guests 

from outside Lebanon in addition to the Lebanese participants. I would 

like to single out the honor of the presence of the Armenian Apostolic

Archbishop Avak Assadourian, Primate of the Diocese of Iraq. 

The Armenians of Iraq, on the one hand, if an academic topic for 

these three days, but how one can forget the pain, the changes, and the 

losses of Iraq and all its communities in the past two decades. We honor 

the perseverance of those who continued to serve despite all atrocities. 

A word about these annual May conferences of the Armenian 

Diaspora Research Center. These events have become starting points, 

the openings of new conversations and new research.  

Research may have a starting point, but once a topic is opened, it 

does not close. And I hope this specific conference will also see the same. 

I am also pleased to see representatives of many sister institutions 

from various countries and universities, including the YSU, St. John/St. 

Benedict, the Academy of Sciences in Armenia, Ministry of Diaspora, 

and the University of Cairo, among others. 

I end with a few words of thanks to Dr. Dakessian and our staff, for 

a one year long effort, of a center that had started more than 5 years 

ago, with the support of Mr. Yercho Samuelian. 

everyone who financially or otherwise supported the Center in 

preparation for this conference. 

The formal program is rich and condensed. It does not mention or 

predict the informal and side discussions and friendships that develop 

in such events, and I hope we will make the best out of it. I personally 

look forward to our meetings of that sort. 

I wish you much success. 

Rev. Paul Haidostian, Ph.D. 

President 
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The Last Era of the Abbasid Caliphate (991--1258) and  

Caliphs of Armenian Descent 

(Summary) 

Bedros Tovmassian 

mhbt2010@gmail.com 

 

The Abbasid Caliphate, which lasted for half a millennium (750 1258) is 

considered one of the most important eras in the history of the peoples of the Middle 

East. Many of the mothers of the 37 calpihs were not Arabs. Rather, they were 

Persians, Turks, Greeks, Ethiopians, Georgians, Russians and Armenians. 

The mothers of the caliphs Al Qaem (1031 1075), AlMuqtadii (1075 1094) and 

AlMustadii (1170 1180) were Armenians. Caliph AlMustazhir (1094 1118) was the son 

of AlMustadii, and AlNaser (1180 1225) was a grandson. 

The paper focuses on the history of these caliphs, their policies regarding the Shii-

Sunni conflict, relations with Cilician Armenia and Armenians, the formation of the 

Mosul and Basra Armenian communities, and gives the list of Armenian princes who 

these caliphs 

to the 11th century cultural and scientific development of the caliphate and regards 

them as reformers who took care of the Christian and Jewish minorities of the 

caliphate too. 

The paper speculates on the origins of their Armenian mothers and quotes Arab 
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An Armenian Manuscript Written in Baghdad, in the 18th Century 

(Summary) 

Gayane Poghosyan 

gayanepoghosian@yahoo.com 

 

The paper focuses on an Armenian medical manuscript written in Baghdad in the 

1760s, which includes conjecture materials too. It was written by Diratsu Alexan, son of 

a cleric and grandson of Nazar Khodja, a tradesman. The manuscript is not a copy but 

an adapted version of an older script for personal use. The sections intended for 

practical use were recomposed in the vernacular of the time, while theoretical sections 

were copied as they were in the original text. Due to this linguistic adaptation the 

manuscript is rich with oriental words and dialect forms. Some texts were recomposed 

in the local Baghdadi-Armenian dialect. 

Alongside the medical writings the manuscript includes prayers and superstitions to 

observe prior to a traveling venture and a calendar for the 1756 1795 period. Other 

texts detail certain plants and their curing properties as well as some information on 

precious stones and oriental spices. 

The manuscript reflects the interests of the Baghdad Armenians of the 1760s-70s. 
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Serovpé Garnetsi and Other Travelers on 19th Century Iraqi Armenians 

(Summary) 

Artak Maghalyan 

artak_77@mail.ru 

 

Baghdad to Echmiadzin in 1812 and its Armenian translation was published in Yerevan 

in 1968. 

Due to the death in Baghdad in 1809 of the Echmiadzin delegate to India, Garnetsi 

was assigned to carry to Echmiadzin the wealth the Archbishop had raised in India. 

Garnetsi left Baghdad on April 6, 1812 on a road that took him through the Iraqi 

cities of Kirkuk, Dergiz and Suleymanie, then to Iran and Turkey. He arrived in 

Echmiadzin on May 28, 1812.  

The book has significant historical, geographic, demographic and ethnographic 

travel description by stating that there were 120 Baghdad Armenian families at the 

time. The book bears further importance as very few European travelers had preceded 

Garnetsi in describing the inhabitants of these areas. 

The paper touches upon other European and Armenian travelers too and composes an 

interesting profile of Iraqi Armenians of the early 19th century. 
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Anglo-Armenian Links in 19th Century Iraq 
Christopher Young 

tomyoung73@gmail.com 
INTRODUCTION 

Anglo-Armenian links in 19th Century Iraq were commonly forged through 

marriage or commerce, or a combination of both. Social, economic and political 

conditions were often behind this. With that in mind, a number of these unions 

will be more closely examined, along with the lives and achievements of a 

handful of descendants. Wives were usually daughters of well-to-do Armenian 

merchants; husbands servicemen, diplomats, missionaries or diplomats from 

Britain, Ireland or India. 

At the beginning of the 19th Century, the Pashalik of Iraq was a remote 

outpost of the Ottoman Empire. It was ruled by a Mameluke Pasha, subject to 

a very light hand from Constantinople. The seat of government was Baghdad, 

shorn of much of its former splendour, with approximately 300 Armenian 

families in a population of 80,000. The British Resident and Agent was 

appointed by the East India Company. He wielded considerable power, but it 

was after the Napoleonic Wars that British influence noticeably increased; 

strategic and commercial factors assumed a greater importance in what 

became a staging post on the way from Britain to the Persian Gulf and the 

Indian sub-continent. The Residency became a consular appointment, 

answerable to London, too. 

At this early stage, Baghdad was largely dependent on transit trade: wool,

wheat, barley, dates and horses with silk and opium from Persia. Most left the 

city in vast caravans for Aleppo. The remainder went down the Tigris to Basra 

in primitive sailing craft, whence it was exported largely to India. Armenian 

craft sailed with the British, under the British flag.1  

During the 1830s, the power of the Mamelukes was broken. Thenceforward, 

Iraq was controlled from Constantinople. Ottoman reforms, however, failed, on 

the whole, to provide lasting benefit and sometimes produced the reverse. The 

wife, greatly increased his own prestige and power, rivalling the authority of 

the Pasha. This was the time of the Euphrates expedition. Sent by the British 

Government to explore the viability of steam navigation on the Euphrates and 

Tigris, as part of an overland route to India, one of its two ships, the 

, eventually made it upstream to Baghdad.2. Commercial exploitation 

1 Roger Owen, The Middle East in the World Economy, 1800-1914, London-New York, 

Taurus, 2005, chapters 2, 7, 11. 
2 T.K. Lynch, Navigation of the Euphrates and Tigris and the Political Rights of England 

Thereon, London, 1884, p. 102. 
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of the Tigris by steamship could now be envisaged. This happened some twenty 

five years later, and was immediately dominated by the Euphrates and Tigris 

Steam Navigation Company (ETSN Co.) 

trade multiplied, and Basra, especially after the opening of the Suez Canal, 

became a busy international port. Fortunes were made. But the ETSN Co. had 

to face competition from the Ottoman authorities, danger from riverine tribes 

and the irregular flow of the river.3 

 

ANGLO-ARMENIAN MARRIAGES 

The Editor of the Times of India, Grattan Geary, passed through Baghdad 

in 1878. Like other travellers, he noticed Armenian ladies.  
The Armenian ladies I saw in Baghdad were remarkably handsome, and would have 

been deemed exceptionally fair by European standards. Most Europeans who settle 

in Baghdad fall victim to their charms and marry Armenian wives. I have not heard 

of similar alliances between Europeans in these parts and the women of any other 

race. After marriage with Europeans, the Armenian women dress in European 

fashion when at home, but when they go abroad to pay visits, they shroud themselves 

in a sort of double petticoat of sombre colour, which is in the first instance fastened 

around the waist, the outer petticoat being then thrown over the head and in part 

over the face, so that nothing is seen but the half of a roguish eye.4 
 

The Armenian dragoman at the British Consulate, James Thaddeus, echoed 

this. 
Most of the British Officers serving in the gulf before the opening of the Suez Canal 

used to marry local Armenian girls of notable families. The journey from home via 

the Cape of Good Hope was a long and tiresome one and did not entice British girls 

to come to the gulf as wives to young British officers serving in the East.5  
 

These marriages seem to have been genuine love matches, but quite unlike 

the usual type of Armenian marriage, as Geary himself noted.6 Why was this 

and set a trend? When the arrived in Baghdad in 1837, the young 

officers, which included Lieutenant Charlewood, planned a shipboard party. 

Charlewood remembered the arrival of Mrs. Taylor with fifty Armenian girls. 

3 J.S. Guest, The Euphrates Expedition, London, 1992. 
4 A Social and Environmental History of Steam 

Journal of Social History, 2016:50(1). 
5 Grattan Geary, Through Asiatic Turkey: Narrative of a Journey from Bombay to the 

Bosphorus Through Asiatic Turkey, Volume 2, Issue 34 of Harper's Franklin Square 

library, London, 1878, p. 214. 
6 Thaddeus to Colin Lynch Campbell 1949: Thaddeus private papers, p. 39. 
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In the state cabin Mrs Taylor made a long speech to the girls in Turkish: she 

faces before men, and they were quite ready to unveil, provided we sent all the 

Baghdad men off the ship. The young officers were delighted with the news, and all 

rushed down to the state cabin. Mrs Taylor removed her own veil, and all the ladies 

followed her example. There were several very pretty girls amongst them, and all 

were giggling and laughing at the unusual scene. To us, it was a very great treat 

because... we had scarcely seen a woman since we landed in Syria.7 

   
Colonel Taylor, Henry Bloss Lynch and Charles Cowley 

 

These girls were, no doubt, the daughters of notable families referred to by 

Thaddeus. The ease of manner and the willingness to mix is striking, as opposed 

to the generally closed nature of Armenian society and the position of women 

in it, as noted, for example, by Geary and also by Pauline von Nostitz at Aintab.8 

Basra can be contrasted too, where Mrs. Taylor attempted something similar 

ten years earlier, when her husband was Resident. Captain George Keppel was 

a passenger on HMS Alligator when Mrs. Taylor brought a company of 

Armenian ladies on board to dine with the officers. Keppel, who had attended 

an Armenian wedding earlier, was unprepared for the silence and want of 

rapport which prevailed throughout the occasion on board ship.9  

Baghdad, but there may have been other reasons. Trading contacts and travel 

may have led to a more cosmopolitan outlook, but as the century progressed 

there may have been a greater quest for security. By the mid-19th century in 

much of the Ottoman Empire there were growing signs of antagonism to 

minorities, especially Christian ones. Simultaneously with the founding of the 

7 Geary, p. 214. 
8 Captain Edward Philips Charlewood, Passages from the Life of a Naval Officer, 

Manchester, 1869, p. 39. 
9 Countess Pauline Von Nostitz, The Travels of Dr and Mrs Helfer in Syria, Mesopotamia, 

Burmah and other Lands, trans. Mrs. G. Sturge, 2 vols., London, 1878, p. 147. 
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ETSN Co, Zeitun was under siege, and Christians were being massacred on 

Mount Lebanon. Tanzimat reform had seemingly failed. In Baghdad and Basra, 

Ottoman rule was often unjust, capricious, corrupt or cruel. Armenians in 

Baghdad would know what was going on in the north, in Eastern Asia Minor. 

After all, one of their own, John George Taylor, was British Consul at Erzurum 

in the 1860s. Therefore, to be linked by marriage to a representative of the 

leading imperial and commercial power cannot have been a disadvantage. And 

there were mutual benefits. These imperial representatives were often the 

younger sons of landed families, unlikely to inherit and who might never return 

to the west; to marry into local families with trading connections and the offer 

of a handsome dowry meant security for them, too. 

     
Quested Bloss Lynch, Harry von Kessler (by Edvard Munch), and Katich Mkertich 

 

TAYLORS AND CONGLETONS 

Colonel Robert Taylor was the leading representative of British Imperial 

power in Iraq: as Resident and latterly Consul, answerable to both India and 

London, he conducted himself accordingly. His father, also Robert, was 

governor of Tellicherry on the Malabar Coast: his mother Jane nee Rivett was 

from a well-connected British Indian background. As an ensign in a Bombay 

infantry regiment, he was posted to Bushire to learn Persian and to command 

the company of sepoys which guarded the consulate. It was there that he eloped 

with Rosa Hovhannes, aged 12, the daughter of a merchant of Shiraz.10 Taylor, 

a quiet, slightly built man, who became an outstanding oriental scholar, went 

on to become Resident at Basra, and then, in the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, 

the Resident of Baghdad. To join him there Rosa, her baby and maidservants, 

set sail in the from Bushire. They were kidnapped at sea by Wahabi 

pirates. A letter from the acting Resident at Bushire to the Bombay government 

10 George Thomas Keppel, Earl of Albemarle, Personal Narrative of a Journey from India 

to England: By Bussorah, Bagdad, the Ruins of Babylon, Curdistan, the Court of 

Persia, the Western Shore of the Caspian Sea, Astrakhan, Nishney Novogorod, 

Moscow, and St. Petersburgh, in the Year 1824,  London, 1827, p. 76. 
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tells how she was taken to Bahrein and sold to a wealthy Arab who would free 

her on payment of 1000 Maria Theresa dollars.11 This was done and she was 

reunited with her husband at Baghdad. Many years later she would tell her 

great grandson, Harry von Kessler, and no doubt her grandchildren, how she 

had thrown her rings into the sea to prevent her captors from cutting her 

fingers off; and how, remarkably, she had recovered one of her rings in the 

Baghdad bazaar, wearing it as a talisman for the rest of her long life.12 

         
Caroline and May, daughters of Stephen and Hosanna Lynch 

 

The 1830s saw Taylor at the height of his powers. The magnificence of the 

Residency and the lifestyle of the Taylors is well recorded. Officers on the 

 were struck by the opulence of the Residency, the private zoo and 

the glitter of the Residency guard.13 
14 Persian 

was the chosen language of the household and Mrs. Taylor, who had recently 

the library, with its collection of Persian and Arabic manuscripts (now in the 

11 Born in Bushire, according to 1871 British census. Thaddeus to Colin Lynch Campbell 

1949, Thaddeus private papers. 
12 IOR/V/23/217. 
13 Kessler, English draft of autobiography (unpublished) Blosse-Lynch, private papers. 
14 Guest, p. 12.  
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British Museum). He was also taken with the oriental style of the household. 

Mrs. Taylor and her two daughters smoked narghilehs along with the men and 

dressed head to toe in red and blue silks, threaded with gold.15 

 

if every city in the world had such a Resident.16  

The four Taylor children grew up in the Residency. Robert, the eldest, 

officer, he returned to Baghdad to train Ottoman soldiers in modern warfare.17 

His younger brother, John George, archaeologist, explorer and consul, 

excavated with Rawlinson, Ur of the Chaldees18 and later discovered the source 

of the Tigris and the Euphrates.19 He served as Consul at Basra, Erzurum and 

Dubrovnik. The two daughters, Caroline and Harriet, married two Irish 

brothers. These were Henry Blosse Lynch, of the Indian Navy, second in 

command of the Euphrates expedition, and his younger brother, Thomas, a 

classical scholar of Trinity College, Dublin, who came to join him in the East. 

In 1830 a young missionary, Groves, of the evangelical sect known as 

Plymouth Brethren, arrived in Baghdad. Curiously, he came with Rosa Taylor, 

who had been in England. They had travelled by horse and carriage across 

Russia, distributing bibles on the way.20 Soon Groves was joined by three more 

missionaries, including John Vesey Parnell, son and heir of the 1st Lord 

Congleton. All became widowers in the plague of 1831. It also accounted for 

Yus

known as Khatoun or Katie. She sought refuge, with her two young children, 

with the widowed missionaries. There she married Parnell, in due course 

becoming a peeress of the realm. How this marriage came about is not entirely 

clear; one version in wide circulation, had it that the missionaries thought it 

improper that a single woman should live under the same roof as themselves. 

15 Francis William Newman, Personal Narrative in Letters, Principally from Turkey, in 

the Years 1830-3, London, 1856, p. 33. 
16 A. Henry Layard, Autobiography and Letters, Vol I, London, John Murray, 1902, p. 

339. 
17 A. Henry Layard, Autobiography and Letters, Vol II, London, John Murray, 1903, p. 

42. 
18 Anthony Norris Groves, Journal of a Residence at Bagdad: During the Years 1830 

and 1831, London, 1832, p. 3. 
19 Anatolian Studies, 1972:22, pp. 129-32. 
20 Royal Geographical Journal 

vol. XXXV p. 21; JG Taylor to TK Lynch: Proceedings of RGS Vol XIII No.13 1930. 
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Therefore, she should marry one of them. After prayers for divine guidance, 

they drew lots. Parnell was the winner.21 

   
Caroline with father Steven Lynch and siblings Harriet and John, and 

Collin Lynch Campbell 
 

In the mid-1840s, the Taylors, now in retirement, and various other family 

members, were living in what can only be described as a Plymouth Brethren 

cell in Boulogne. Lord Congleton presided. Lady Congleton is remembered by 

her great niece, Alice Blosse Lynch. 
The only person not very assiduous at prayers was Lady Congleton. She was still 

handsome, her features being so perfect and chiselled though she was stout and 

elderly. Dearest Aunty Congleton was the gentlest, most loving of creatures. Her 

charity and loving kindness were inexhaustible. She would sit up the whole night 

tending to the sick and poor, never speaking of the immense good she did.22 

 

Her son, Lazar, an engineer, married an Englishwoman, Elizabeth Finnis, a 

between an Armenian husband and an English wife.  

LYNCHS, TAYLORS AND MKERTICHS 

The Lynch family were landowners in County Mayo, in the west of Ireland. 

The Euphrates expedition provides the crucial link between them and Iraq. Of 

the present generation, several sought their fortunes in the East, the family 

21 Anthony N. Groves, The Year 1831. Journal ... During a Journey from London to 

Bagdad, 1831, pp. 18-111. 
22 Horace Wyndham, Romances of the Peerage, London, Holden & Hardingham, 1914, 

p. 172. 
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estate having been impoverished by the activities of their grandfather, Joseph.23 

Lieutenant Henry Blosse Lynch, one of them, was described as: 
A clever diplomatist and expert in oriental languages, well equipped for a career in 

with a good English education. He combines a taste 

for asiatic hospitality and oriental luxury. Perfectly acquainted with the character, 

subterfuges and intrigues of Turkish officials, he was quite a match for them involved 

in negotiations. He was dressed in a richly embroidered Mameluke dress.24 
 

After the expedition he remained in Baghdad for some years, principally 

involved in navigating and charting rivers. Under the aegis of Colonel Taylor, 

he recognised the potential for commerce, coupled with steam navigation, on 

the Tigris. He encouraged his younger brothers, Thomas and Stephen, to come 

out and join him. Quite soon he married Caroline Taylor, and some years later, 

Thomas married her sister Harriet. The brothers, with support from their 

father in law, and financial backing from their uncle Thomas Finnis, Lord Mayor 

of London in 1856,25 established a trading empire, Lynch Brothers, in the 

region and in 1861 founded the ETSN Co. with offices in Baghdad, Basra and 

the City of London. 

Stephen Lynch was little more than a schoolboy when he journeyed to 

Baghdad. On his way, he carved his name on a pillar at Baalbek26  perhaps he 

had travelled via Beirut. James Thaddeus now takes up the story. 

Mr Stephen Lynch headed the Baghdad business for a long time, especially after 

marrying Hosannah, daughter of Mr Catich Mkertich, then British vice-consul, who 

brought him a large dowry in cash and landed properties. Miss Hosannah was a very 

refined lady of her time and belonged to a wealthy Armenian family who had refused 

the hand of many young men who had offered to marry her before, the last of whom 

was Tigran Malcom of Bushire.27  
 

 

mercantile exchange and had profited from it to the tune of £1,500,000 in 

with a grudge against Taylor informed the Foreign Office in London. This, along 

with other allegations, suggesting that he was using his office to enrich himself 

23 Alice Kessler, Memoirs  (unpublished) German National Literature Archive, Marbach 

am Neckar. 
24 Blosse-Lynch, private papers. 
25 Von Nostitz, p. 121. 
26 James Ewing Ritchie, Famous City Men, London, 1884, p. 103. 
27 Haim Goren, Dead Sea Level: Science, Exploration and Imperial Interests in the Near 

East, London, 2011, p. 77. 
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forbidden to trade while a consular official.28  

Meanwhile, the Lynch brothers faced challenge and grew rich. Thomas, tall, 

polished and famously hot tempered was chairman and senior partner. 

built up business, especially in the purchase and export of wool.29 Henry, having 

at first reluctantly return

commodore and settled his family in the Rue Royal in Paris: he acted as Lord 

of Paris (1857).30 Thomas and Stephen continued to maintain substantial 

residences in Baghdad and Basra, and both lived in London, too. They lived 

opposite each other in imposing houses in Cleveland Square, West London,31 

with their families and retinue of servants. Both, especially Thomas, were 

prominent in club and city life. Thomas was consul general for Persia in 

London. There is no sign, however, that they or their families mixed in London 

Armenian circles, in sharp contrast to the many family and business links they 

maintained with the Armenian community in Iraq. 

 

ON THE TIGRIS 

This community had ties with those who ran the Lynch steamers and those 

whose duty it was to protect them. A leading figure amongst the latter was 

-health had caused him to 

retire to London, would spend time in Cleveland Square mulling over Eastern 

affairs with them and the anti-Russian activist, Arminius Vambery.32  

Originally, there had been four gunboats on the Tigris, carrying out 

surveying duties and supressing violence. Henry Blosse Lynch was in command. 

After the number was reduced to one, Felix Jones took over command. Like the 

Lynchs, the breadth of his activities was wide: cartographer, archaeologist, 

oriental scholar in addition to his naval command, and finally British Consul at 

Baghdad.33 Jones married into the Armenian community twice. His second wife, 

Sophia Takoor Murad, was 18 when she married the 41 year old widower in 

1853: she gave birth to their daughter in Bushire a week later. 

28 Thaddeus to Colin Lynch Campbell 1949: Thaddeus Private Papers. 
29 - The Historical 

Journal, 2013:56, pp. 167-69. 
30 Thaddeus to Colin Lynch Campbell 1949 Thaddeus private papers. 
31 Goren, p. 75. 
32 In Bay as it was favoured by families with oriental 

connections. 
33 HFB Lynch papers: National Archives of Armenia, Yerevan File 141. 
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The captains of the Lynch steamers were wont to marry Armenian wives. 

One who did was an Irishman called Cowley, whose bride, Sushan Minas, had 

fled to Baghdad with her brothers and sisters after her parents had been 

murdered in Persia. Their son, Charles Cowley, was a senior captain on the 

steamers at the outbreak of war. A British/Indian army then began its advance 

up the Tigris intending to capture Baghdad. The steamers were requisitioned 

by the Admiralty, armed and used to support the advance. Cowley and the other 

captains were called up by the Royal Navy and commissioned as Lieutenant 

Commanders. The campaign went badly wrong and in 1916 the army was 

was 

charged with running the gauntlet and taking supplies to the beleaguered 

garrison. While taking the ship through a hail of Ottoman gunfire, he hit a cable 

placed across the river, and ran aground. Cowley was captured, taken away 

and executed on the grounds that, as a native of Baghdad, he was a traitor.34 

The fact that he was half Armenian may not have helped him: after all, this was 

the time of the Armenian Genocide. For courage, Cowley was awarded, 

posthumously, the Victoria Cross; perhaps the only occasion when this highest 

British award for valour has gone to one of Armenian descent.  

 

SOME LYNCH DESCENDANTS 

Some fifty years before this shocking incident Henry Blosse Lynch had 

inherited the family estates in Ireland on the death of his elder brother: he 

spent some time there but his family continued to be based in Paris. His only 

son, Quested, died suddenly at 20; otherwise there would have been a line of 

Irish landowners of Armenian descent. His daughter, Alice, was a famous 

Parisian beauty. She married a German banker, Adolf von Kessler, who was 

ennobled by Kaiser Wilhelm I. Her salon was attended by Guy de Maupassant 

(1850 1893), Henrik Ibsen, Sarah Bernhardt and Auguste Rodin. She had a 

private theatre in her garden where she acted, danced and sang. Her 

performance of Nora in the Dolls House sent Ibsen into raptures, especially 

her wild dancing of the tarantella. Unfortunately, she was the subject of gossip 

use and she 

spent her remaining years in a rundown chateau in Normandy, where she died 

in 1919.35 Sadly, the Great War split the family. Her daughter was married to a 

34 Justin Marozzi, Baghdad: City of Perace, City of Blood, London, 2009, pp. 250, 262. 
35 J. M. Hammond, Battle in Iraq: Letters and Diaries of the First World War, London, 

Radcliffe Press, 2009, pp. 111-27. 
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French aristocrat. Her son fought in the German army on the Eastern front and 

then at Verdun. 

This was Harry von Kessler. Kessler was an important figure in the modern 

art world before the Great War, and again in the days of the Weimar Republic. 

A rich cosmopolitan, and exceptionally well connected in Paris, London and 

Berlin, he was closely involved in the promotion of avant-garde works of 

painting, music and design. In opera, he was an associate of Richard Strauss 

and Hugo von Hofmannsthal, and played an important role in the creation of 

After the war, he was the first German ambassador to 

Poland. He became active in the Peace Movement. Needless to say, he was 

persona non grata under the Nazis, who confiscated his home and possessions 

and expelled him. He died, semi destitute in 1937 in a French guest house 

belonging to his sister. Because he put it about that he was descended from 

Persian aristocracy, his biographers are seemingly unaware of his Armenian 
36 

Harry von Kessler spent much time in London as a child, some of it in 

 in Cleveland Square. Rosa Taylor, by now widowed and 

blind, lived there and left a vivid impression on von Kessler. He recalled her as 

of herself and Colonel Taylor in Old 

Baghdad.37 

Lynch) must have gained a similar impression. Armenia: Travels and Studies, 

menian 

heritage: there was not only the presence of his grandmother, and his half 

across the square. And at Christmas, there were the visits of his half Armenian 

uncle, John George Taylor, by then the Consul at Erzurum, and his dragoman, 

Yusuf Tatorian, an Armenian catholic from Mardin. But Harry Lynch was deeply 

conscious of his Irish heritage too, and this may have contributed to his 

complex, and at times, baffling character. 

Harry Lynch was educated at Eton and Cambridge where he gained a first 

class degree in classics, with further study of Platonic Philosophy at Heidleberg. 

He also played polo for the university and became secretary of the Cambridge 

Union. The minutes of the debates survive, showing the development of his 

radicalism: this came to shape his political career. He was the Liberal MP for 

Ripon, North Yorkshire from 1906 to 1910, specializing in Eastern questions at 

the expense of constituency interests. He chaired the Persian committee, 

36 Laird M. Easton, The Red Count: the Life and Times of Harry Kessler, California, 

University of California Press, 2002, pp. 15-21. 
37 Easton, p. 16. 
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vehemently opposed to the Anglo Russian Convention (1908)  his energy was 

prodigious. For example, in 1900-1901, he was chairman of the Lynch 

companies in Iraq and Persia, getting the Lynch road over the Zagros 

Mountains built, and writing Armenia: Travels and Studies. In addition, he 

would engage in his favourite sport of foxhunting from his country estate near 

Oxford as often as possible. His character and personal conduct divided 

opinion. His chosen circle seemed to be upper class gentlemen with radical 

leanings in academia or the creative arts, but not those involved in the world of 

commerce. For the former, he was a brilliantly intelligent friend with a wide 

knowledge of classics, literature and the performing arts.38 However, he had a 

remarkable capacity for antagonising those whose political support his 

commercial activities required. At one stage, the Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward 

Grey, refused to see him: foreign office officials, rightly or wrongly, regarded 

him as arrogant, untrustworthy and greedy.39 They were glad to see the back 

of him when he suddenly died in November 1913.40 But many of his obituaries 

whilst noting the animosity between Grey and himself, were favourable. In the 

Manchester Guardian (now the Guardian) he was desc

man with great grace and suavity of manner, and with, perhaps a tinge of the 

eastern strain in his appearance.41 What is more, he maintained good 

connections with the Armenian community in Britain. One of them, Petros 

Tonapetian, an Hnchak refugee granted asylum, was a close friend. He was 

active in support of the Armenian cause in 1895, and gave generously to 

Armenian charities.  

Cleveland Square. Stephen and Thomas alternatively stayed in Baghdad, but 
42 There were six children; 

the older ones had been born in Baghdad, and like Harry and Eva, the girls 

were presented at court, and the two boys went to a top public school, Harrow. 

The eldest son, John, became chairman of the family companies when Harry 

from Oxford for a second offence of riotous behaviour.43 There were doubts 

nonentity, and a most difficult man, obstinate, and of no great business 

38 Kessler, autobiography (unpublished ) Blosse-Lynch private papers. 
39 Henry F. B. Lynch, Armenia: Travels and Studies, Vol. II: The Turkish Provinces, 

London, Longmans, Green, and Co., 1901, p. 198. 
40 George Leveson Gower, Years of Endeavour 1886-1907, London, J. Murray, 1942, p. 

252. 
41 For example, see India Office Files LPS/10/382 and 414. 
42 Manchester Guardian, November 27, 1913. 
43 Thaddeus to Colin Campbell 1949: Thaddeus private papers. 
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acumen, was the view of the city.44 Of the families considered, this one 

maintained the longest and deepest connection with the East. Hosannah and 

her daughters reflected this in the way they dressed. The next generation, 

excluding wartime interruption, continued to run the family businesses until 

1950, when they went into voluntary liquidation. They went on living in 

Baghdad, in a style of which Colonel and Mrs. Taylor would have approved until 

their properties and assets were seized by Saddam Hussein. Of the six children, 

Caroline was the only one to marry, and in due course, the succession passed 

to her sons, Colin, Hector and Malcolm Campbell. Colin died in Beirut and is 

buried in the Anglo-American cemetery. Like Charles Cowley, he was decorated 

for valour: this was at the siege of Tobruk in 1942, when as a Major in the 

London Scottish regiment, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order 

for the leadership of his men.45 And this line of the family continues: the lecture 

on which this paper is based was attended by Kate Lloyd Phillips, a well-known 

artist from the north of England, great great granddaughter of Stephen and 

Hosannah Lynch.  

 

CONCLUSION 

This study has focused on Taylor, Hovhannes, Congleton, Constantine, 

Lynch, Mkertich, Campbell, Jones, Murad, Cowley and Minas. It has 

concentrated on one dominant trading empire, its achievements and 

challenges, a mixed British Armenian concern from beginning to end. But it is 

only one example: there are surely many instances of Anglo-Armenian links, 

yet to be discovered and researched. They may have other characteristics: of 

the families under consideration here, one thing is certain. Their lives were all 

affected directly, or indirectly, by the Tigris. Some tried to govern it, others did 

business on it and made money from it. Some flourished on the proceeds. 

Some navigated it and fought on it, others shot lions and sometimes marauding 

Arabs on its banks, where yet others excavated ancient remains. Above all, 

there were those who lived and died by it, and those inspired by their 

memories. It could be argued that, in the end, the British elements were agents 

of Empire, out to make as much money as they could, at the expense of the 

locals. That was certainly the view in Baghdad in late 1909, when rioting broke 

out against the intended granting of a monopoly of steam navigation on the 

river to the Lynchs. But that ignores the fact that these British Armenian links 

had made the participants members of the local communities in Baghdad and 

Basra, and that, by the success of their business operations, had benefitted 

44 Brazenose College Oxford archives. 
45 Stephanie Jones, Two Centuries of Overseas Trading: The Origins and Growth of the 

Inchcape Group, London, University of London, 1986, p. 104. 
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those places to a considerable degree. And there is one further matter in 

conclusion: Colonel Taylor and his wife and son, Steven and Thomas Lynch, his 

son Harry, and Captain Jones were all, in varying degree, oriental scholars and 

some of them archaeologists. Their collections can be found in the British 

Museum and the Cambridge University Library.46 And the steamers of the ETSN 

Co. brought the antiquities of Mesopotamia down river to Basra, from where 

they were shipped to the museums of the West.47 

46 Gordon Landsborough, Tobruk Commando, London, 1956. 
47 For example, the Taylor cylinder of Sennacherib, sold by Rosa Taylor for £250 to the 

to the BM by Thomas Lynch; A Babylonian collection including the Sargon cylinder 

bequ

manuscripts (Cambridge University Library). See British Museum: Near Eastern 

Department records. 
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The Chakmakjians of Mosul (18th-20th Centuries) 

(Summary) 

Wafa Mahmoud Abd El Halim  

drwaffaabutaleb@yahoo.com 
 

Iraqi Armenians take pride in their renowned co-nationals who have made 

immense contributions to Iraq in different fields. Among these families the 

Chakmakjians of Mosul are singled out for their over-three-hundred-year roots in the 

country. The founder of the family, Hanna, was a gunsmith from Siirt who was called 

in by the local vali, Huseyn Basha AlJaliliy, to help the defenders against the siege of 

Nadir Shah in 1741-1743. After the success of the defenders Hanna settled in Mosul 

upon the request of the vali. He made his living by trading rugs, horses and wood. 

The paper highlights aspects of the family  history till the early 20th century, 

focuses on the famous farmer Minas Chakmakjian, his brother Sarkis and grandson 

Joseph and others who served the Iraqi state honestly and diligently.

The paper notes that the Jakmajian family, currently dispersed all over the world, 

reflects the fate of prominent Iraqi Armenians and their families who settled in Iraq, 

made it 

fate but were forcefully pushed out of the country.

21 http://elaph.com/Web/opinion/2010/10/604269.html#sthash.L3kcUfHt.dpuf  
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Ottoman Rule and Genocide in Mosul Province 
Hilmar Kaiser 

hilmar.kaiser@freenet.de 
 

Mosul province is a neglected region as far as the history of the Armenian 

Genocide is concerned. This study seeks to provide an account for the period 

from 1914 to 1918. Like in many other Ottoman provinces, society in Mosul 

province was very diverse. In no way did it resemble the ethnically homogenous 

Turkish society that members of the ruling Committee of Union and Progress 

(CUP) dreamed of. On the contrary, Mosul province formed an integral part of 

what was and is commonly known internationally and among locals as Arabia 

and Kurdistan. Overall, Ottoman rule was weak and based on military 

deployments, not popular support. As an ideology Turkish nationalism played 

hardly any role outside administrative circles. Islamism, however, was a factor 

the CUP could use to mobilize people as long as it would reward followers 

handsomely. By 1914, many Kurds, Nestorians, Arabs and Yezidis no longer 

saw their future in continued Ottoman Turkish dominance and sought 

alternatives. Consequently, the province became a battleground of competing 

political aspirations and shifting alliances.

With the start of deportations and the Armenian Genocide in May 1915, the 

Ottoman government added a sizeable but still limited number of destitute 

Armenian deportees to the volatile social mixture in the province. The 

experiences of Armenians within the province differed significantly depending 

on whether they had come into contact with local relief networks, managed to 

escape to Yezidi villages or sought refuge in the mountains of Hakkari. Often, 

these survivors shared the experiences of their host communities. Thus, an 

account of the Armenian Genocide cannot ignore the struggle of the 

Nestorians, as members of the Assyrian Church of the East are called 

throughout the study. The Nestorian experience is inseparably linked to the 

activities of Kurdish tribes. In sum, an extensive discussion of the anti-Nestorian 

campaign and Kurdish involvement forms a key element of this study.1 

 

Following the Ottoman defeat at Van in May 1915, Hakkari, the southern 

district of Van province, was effectively run by Mosul province. In recent years, 

the destruction of the Nestorian homeland in the Hakkari Mountains has been 

interpreted within the context of overall Ottoman population policies.2 Recent 

1 I am indebted to Anna Ohannesian-Charpin, Antranig Dakessian, Mihran Minassian 

and many more friends in Yerevan for their support while writing this study.  
2 Fuat Dündar, üslümanlar skan Politikas  (1912-1918) (Istanbul, 

2001), 65; Idem, 
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findings, however, show that anti-Nestorian policies were also initiated and put 

forward by local officials and operatives of the ruling CUP.3 In the summer of 

1915, Mosul Governor Khaidar Bey planned and led the assault on the 

Nestorians. His reports provide insights into the objectives of the campaign and 

its ferocity. At the same time, the attack was inseparably linked with the 

p the vast majority of 

the forces the Ottomans deployed against the Nestorians and also against the 

Russian army on the Persian front. Already in 1914, Ottoman forces had taken 

the war to Persian Azerbaijan, where they committed massacres against 

Christian communities and those Persians who opposed them. The operations 

aimed at establishing lasting Ottoman control over the region.4 

The Russians, for their part, tried using Kurdish tribes as well against their 

Ottoman enemies. They provided assistance to Kurdish nationalist leaders but 

with very mixed results. Still, Russian forces were far superior to their Ottoman 

adversaries. A series of Ottoman defeats on the Persian front triggered a wave 

of Kurdish refugees in 1916. Accommodating and provisioning the refugees 

turned into a humanitarian disaster that easily equaled the misery of Armenian 

deportees in Mosul province. At times, the Kurdish experience has been viewed 

as just another example of Ottoman government policies aimed at assimilating 

the Kurds. A review of the extant documentation, however, will show that the 

provincial authorities followed a different agenda and opposed central 

government plans. Moreover, the Kurdish role in the Nestorian campaign 

demonstrates that Kurdish tribesmen and elites were not simply tools of the 

Ottoman government but in massacring their neighbors they pursued their own 

interests.  

Sinjar, differed decidedly from those of their Sunni cousins. The people of 

-1918)  p. 352; David 

Gaunt, Massacres, Resistance, Protectors: Muslim-Christian Relations in Eastern 

Anatolia During World War 1, Piscataway, NJ, Gorgias Press, 2006, p. 128; Taner 

Akçam, 

Ermenilere Yönelik Politikalar,  
3 Aintabli Abdulkadir and the Special 

End of the Ottomans: The Genocide of 1915 and the Politics of 

Turkish Nationalism, Hans-Lukas Kieser, Margaret L. Anderson, Seyhan Bayraktar, 

Thomas Schmutz (eds.), London, I. B. Tauris, 2019, p. 76. 
4 In a manual for the occupying forces, the Ottoman Ministry of Interior gave instructions 

on how to maintain a semblance of Persian sovereignty in the Ottoman occupied areas. 

The carefully thought through policy did, however, not account for Russian counter 

 48-229, 

DH to Van, Dec. 31, 1914; 48-236, DH to Mosul, Dec. 31, 1914. 
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Sinjar offered refuge to destitute Armenian deportees and shared with them 

their limited resources. Moreover, they protected the newcomers from 

Ottoman attacks while risking and also sacrificing their own lives. Mount Sinjar 

was one of the very few pockets within Ottoman controlled territory, aside from 

Dersim and the Tur Abdin, where Armenian deportees could seek shelter.  

Accounts of the Armenian Genocide often refer to a particular province as 

a case illustrating patterns of Ottoman policies. Circular orders dispatched to 

a number of provinces suggest a uniformity of policies; however, this needs to 

be established through case studies rather than taken as a given. While 

Raymond Kévorkian devoted some limited space to Mosul in his comprehensive 

study of the Armenian Genocide, he nevertheless tried to highlight specifics 

such as the exile of Patriarch Zaven Der Yeghiayan. Moreover, his study stands 

in the tradition of the more regionally-oriented approach that was followed by 

the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople in the immediate post-war years, 

which set out to document the Armenian Genocide and bring perpetrators to 

justice. Thus, the present study will follow a regional approach and discuss how 

far Ottoman central government policies were implemented in the province.5  

In 1915, the Ottoman government designated Mosul province as one of the 

so-

discussed below the region never became a major destination. Most Armenian 

deportees perished before they reached the boundaries of Mosul province. In 

Mosul province, famine and diseases awaited the survivors. They remained, 

however, by and large safe from massacre. Far from being an executioner, 

governor Khaidar Bey opposed the genocidal policies of his superiors targeting 

Armenians. Like in the case of the Kurdish tribesmen, he had his own agenda 

and enough power to implement it. The comparably small number of deportees 

doubtlessly facilitated such an approach. He assisted, as we will see, Armenian 

government officials, like Mihran Boyadjian and Kevork Astardjian, and the 

small Armenian community. Moreover, local Arab notables regularly joined in 

the relief effort for Armenians. Similarly, Alevite villagers in the Kirkuk area 

showed compassion and helped many deportees. In general, however, the role 

of the Arab communities as well as that of Turkmens and Kurdish villagers has 

been somewhat neglected in this study. Consequently, it should be seen as a 

step towards a history of Armenian deportees in Mosul province. Nevertheless, 

the case of Mosul province provides fresh insights into regional resistance 

5 Raymond Kévorkian, The Armenian Genocide. A Complete History, London-New York, 

I. B. Tauris, 2011, pp. 652-654; Vahakn N. Dadrian, The History of the Armenian 

Genocide. Ethnic Conflict from the Balkans to Anatolia to the Caucasus, Providence, 

RI, Berghahn Books, 1995; Taner Akçam, 

The Armenian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in the Ottoman Empire, Princeton, NJ, 

Princeton University Press, 2012. 
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against Ottoman central government policies and the initiatives taken by 

Armenians themselves in the face of genocide.  
 

OTTOMAN KURDS AND THE WAR EFFORT 

In 1914 Ottoman rule over Kurdish inhabited regions faced serious 

challenges from Kurdish nationalists. For several years, members of the 

Bedirkhan clan had put forward claims for rule over their ancestral region in 

the Bohtan and Djezire areas, which bordered Mosul province in the northwest. 

Further to the east, in the Hakkari highlands the family of the Sheikhs of Nehri, 

a religious center close to the Persian border, was split between members 

supported by the CUP and Sayyid Taha, who sought to establish his dominance 

among the Kurdish tribes. In general, the Ottoman government lacked 

resources to maintain an effective administrative network and military control 

over these remote mountain areas. Thus, it countered Kurdish aspirations with 

a divide-and-rule strategy, coopting suitable Kurdish leaders while eliminating 

others when possible. Since the 1890s, the question of Armenian Reforms had 

further complicated the situation as many Kurdish tribes had illegally seized 

Armenian properties. The prospect of returning houses and fields to their 

rightful owners added to Kurdish discontent with the central authorities. 

Increased taxation and the fear of Armenian political representation under 

European control also added to the tensions. Similarly, Ottoman strategists 

were worried about the role of the Nestorian tribes in Hakkari, who were 

believed to be welcoming Russian overtures. It was therefore hardly surprising 

that Kurdish leaders, too, on both sides of the Ottoman-Persian border 

considered Russian support as a viable option to further their own goals. In 

March 1914, rebellions in Bitlis province were linked to Abdurrezzak, Kamil 

Bedirkhan and Sayyid Taha while further south the Barzan Sheikh, Abdulselam, 

headed a second movement. At Khoy he met with Russian officers and officials. 

In cooperation with Simko Agha of the Shekak tribe he was to incite Kurdish 

tribes along the border.6 The combined Kurdish efforts failed. The Ottoman 

authorities executed the Barzani leader while planning to dispatch his followers 

to the front in Basra province. While this measure would have removed some 

potential troublemakers from the province, one is left to wonder why the men 

6 -127, Ali Munif to Van, Mosul, Erzurum, Aug. 29, 1914. For an account of 

Sheikh Ebdusselam Barzani (1908- 

- 1914)) Humanities Journal of University of 

Zakho, 2018:6, pp. 358-71. For an interpretation from a person close to the Sheikhs 

- , 

1925:231, pp. 148-55. 
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would fight for their enemies.7 Meanwhile, the Bedirkhanis and their other allies 

continued their struggle from bases in Persian Azerbaijan.  

The alliance showed cracks, however.8 In July 1914, Ottoman consular staff 

were in touch with Sayyid Taha. The latter was willing to change sides on 

condition that the Ottoman government would pardon him and return seized 

lands to him. In short, he hoped to be fully reestablished at his old residence 

and play a political role as well. The Kurdish leader claimed that his problems 

with the Ottoman government had been caused by a conflict with his uncle and 

CUP-protégé Sayyid Abduldakir and Hakkari District Governor Djevded Bey. 

They had been the reason for his flight to Persia. Armed clashes with Ottoman 

security forces that had cost the lives of 42 of his followers, including women, 

had been misunderstandings. Sayyid Taha indicated that he could be 

instrumental in the defection from the Russian side of other Kurdish leaders, 

including Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan. The Ottoman government agreed to Sayyid 

their part, 

the Russians had been keeping the Kurdish leader under surveillance. Once 

him to Russian territory. Learning of the scheme, Sayyid Taha fled to the 

Ottoman consulate at Tabriz. The consular staff was, however, unable to secure 

his safe transfer to the Ottoman border. Russian security forces seized the man 

and interned him in Russia.9 

Diplomacy and promises were, however, not the only tools the Ottoman 

government employed in its dealings with recalcitrant Kurdish leaders. If 

promises did not work, Ottoman agents, including operatives of the so-called 

sides of the border, assassinating Kurdish opponents and trying to check 

Russian advances. In August 1914, the start of hostilities in Europe had 

immediate repercussions. Ottoman authorities closely monitored Russian troop 

movements in Persian territory. Next, the CUP decided to intensify operations 

in Azerbaijan and confront the Russians and their local allies. The goal was to 

prepare the ground for an attack on Russian Transcaucasia through Persian 

7 -105, Suleiman Nazif to DH, Mosul, Dec. 27, 1914. 
8 - Birinci Dünya 

-  (Ph.D. Istanbul 

Üniversitesi 2016), 74-77. 
9 - Birinci Dünya 

-  (Ph.D. Istanbul 

Üniversitesi 2016), pp. 74-

background see, l 

Journal of the History of Sufism 1-2 (2000), pp. 79-91. 
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territory. For their part, the Russians used their Kurdish allies to undermine 

Ottoman control of their border provinces.10 

Once open hostilities with Russia had commenced on October 29, 1914, the 

Russians moved quickly against Ottoman intelligence operatives in Urmia, 

hanging twelve men and triggering the flight of Ottoman consular staff in the 

wider area.11 In the following weeks, the Ottoman assault on Persia gained some 

momentum, but it lacked coordination and resources. A mixed force of a few 

regular units, volunteers, and Kurdish tribal elements marched on Urmia, 

committing atrocities against civilians, particularly Armenians and Nestorians. 

The invaders were, however, ill-prepared to confront regular Russian units. 

Within weeks, Russian troops repelled the marauders and took the fight into 

Ottoman territory. The advance also opened up routes to the Nestorian 

highland districts. Thus, Ottoman commanders feared that the mountain 

dwellers might join the Russian side and proposed the wholesale deportation 

of the Nestorians to areas in the west of the empire. Given the military 

circumstances, the winter season, and the general lack of provisions, the 

proposal was absolutely unrealistic and more likely a thinly veiled suggestion to 

eradicate the Nestorian population. After all, the commanders had just 

overseen the murder of Nestorians on the Urmia plain.12 

In late December 1914, the military setbacks in Southern Iraq led to a 

reshuffle of governors. Military officials saw to it that Basra governor Reshid 

Bey would be transferred to Mosul as the latter place had less military 

importance. For his part, Mosul governor Suleiman Nazif Bey would take over 

Baghdad.13 However, Khalil Bey, the commander of an expeditionary force 

destined for Azerbaijan saw to it that Reshid Bey was removed from Mosul. 

Instead, Khaidar Bey became Acting Governor. His principal task was to secure 

military supplies. Khaidar was an Albanian and career official who had served 

in the Balkans, at the Ministry of Interior, but primarily he had been appointed 

to positions in Van province. Having been sub-district governor of Julamérik, 

Adildjevas, Gevar, and Shadakh, he knew the remotest areas of the province 

and their inhabitants. Khaidar Bey was experienced in dealing with Kurdish and 

Nestorian tribes as well as with Armenians. He spoke Albanian, Arabic, Persian, 

French, and Slavic languages and also some Kurdish. Importantly, he was also 

10 -87, Suleiman Nazif to DH, Mosul, Aug. 6, 1914; 436-59; Suleiman Nazif 

to DH, Mosul, Aug. 10, 1914; 45-242, Talaat to Van, Mosul, Oct. 11, 1914; Hilmar 

Ottomans, pp. 93-115; Idem, 

-80. 
11 -57, Suleiman Nazif to DH, Mosul, Nov. 9, 1914. 
12  p. 76. 
13 -3, Reshid to Ministry of Interior, Baghdad, Dec. 29, 1914. 
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familiar with the terrain as few Ottoman officials were.14 Although Khaidar Bey 

did his best, he could not provide sufficient supplies at Revanduz, and the 

could not proceed. 

As Van lacked provisions, the entire operation depended on Mosul and its 

resources.15 

Meanwhile the situation in Van province was deteriorating. Together with 

Special Organization units and Kurdish tribesmen, Van Governor Djevded Bey 

had been operating along the Persian border and had suffered serious 

setbacks. Although Armenians had remained loyal and had not taken advantage 

of the situation to rebel, Djevded Bey insisted that Armenians were planning a 

massacre of all Muslims. Thus, he pushed for the killing of Armenian leaders 

and a total war on the Ottoman Armenian population. Cases of armed Armenian 

eliminate small Armenian self-defense groups that had been organized 

throughout the province. His campaign against Armenians was based more on 

his ideological convictions than on an analysis of the situation on the ground. 

He failed to take into account that Kurdish desertion and resistance to the 

government was of a considerably larger dimension than Armenian 

disobedience. While Armenian leaders tried to cooperate with the government 

and deescalate the situation, Kurds in Hakkari district in the south of the 

province, including Shemdinan, a small village of 150 houses, and the 

surrounding sub-district, the home of Sayyid Taha, had deserted wholesale. 

About 500 Kurds had blocked roads and had threatened local officials and 

gendarmes. During clashes with local security forces and reinforcements from 

Mosul, one Kurd was killed. The authorities lacked, however, sufficient forces 

to bring the Kurds fully under control and anticipated more trouble.16 Khaidar 

Bey assigned the governor of Amadia to deal with the problem. Some tribal 

14 Haydar Çankaya, Mülkiye, 814-

History Studies 4,1 (2012), pp. 450- -38, Khalil 

to DH, Khizan, Feb. 21/22, 1915; Kevork Astardjian, A Retrospective View on a Ninety-

Year-Long Life of Struggle (

), Beirut, Sevan, 1975

Students of the Mekteb-i Mülkiye. Soci Late 

Ottoman Society. The Intellectual Legacy, ed. by Elisabeth Özdalga, London, 

Routledge, 2005, pp. 340-341. 
15 -41, Khalil to DH, Rayet, Apr. 8, 1915. 
16 -104, Shefik to DH, Van, Mar. 5, 1915; 494-61, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, 

Oct. 23, 1915. 
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leaders gave assurances of their loyalty. Probably, the change of heart was in 

part due to dramatic changes in the overall situation.17 

 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE NESTORIAN TRIBES 

The Ottoman authorities had been watching the Nestorians of Hakkari for 

quite some time. The presence of British missionaries before the war was seen 

as an effort to instigate trouble against the government.18 More important were 

connections with Russian officers who served as consuls in Persia. In particular, 

the activities of Agha Petros, a Nestorian who served as a Russian honorary 

consul, were a thorn in Ottoman eyes. The Ottoman authorities considered him 

a bandit and spy who was inciting Kurds against the government. Petros had 

even secured the escape of Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan from Ottoman detention. 

In June 1914, he was touring the Nestorian settlements in Hakkari district, when 

Constantinople demanded that he should be dealt with right away and, if 

possible, removed. In June 1914, the central government requested detailed 

information on the Nestorian tribes such as their numbers, location, social 

conditions and political orientation. Moreover, suggestions for future measures 

were needed.19 Ottoman concerns were, however, exaggerated as Nestorians 

did not take advantage of the start of hostilities in November 1914 along the 

nearby Persian border.20 

The winter season precluded large-scale operations in the high mountains. 

With the coming of spring and the opening of the first mountain passes, things 

changed. On May 5, 1915, Khaidar Bey reported that Nestorians of the Tiari 

tribe had attacked and massacred Muslim villagers. It was alleged the 

Nestorians were about to join the Armenians defending themselves at Van. 

Some local government offices and gendarmerie posts were under siege, but 

the Van provincial authorities were unable to dispatch troops to the area, and 

it was likely that the Armenians and Nestorians would join forces. Thus, Khaidar 

Bey dispatched the governor of Amadia and Kurdish tribes to face the Tiari, 

promising that the irregulars would not commit rapes and plunder. The fact 

alone that the latter had to be mentioned belied the statement itself.21 More 

17 -122, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, May 19, 1915. 
18 -31, Suleiman Nazif to DH, Mosul, Nov. 2, 1914. 
19 -44, Ali Munif to Mosul, Van, Erzurum, June 16, 1914; 42-263, Ali Munif to 

Mosul, July 12, 1914. 
20 -50, Talaat to Van, Oct. 21, 1914; 450-132, Djevdet to DH, Van, Nov. 

26/28, 1914. 
21 -123, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, May 5, 1915. Russian military captured some 

documents from Kurdish tribes. The call on the tribes to join Khaidar 

with weapons, ammunition, clothing, and food (
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Nestorian tribes were, however, joining the uprising. Two weeks later, Khaidar 

Bey reported that an estimated 5000 tribesmen were taking part in the 

rebellion and were attacking Muslim villages. Given the danger that they might 

join the Russians, Khaidar Bey argued that the time had come to solve the 

problem. He needed two pieces of fast firing mountain artillery and two 

machine guns. For the time being, the Mosul authorities were occupied with 

trying to establish communications with retreating Ottoman units under the 

that was retreating from Persia. Khaidar Bey hoped that the troops would 

march on Van, but they needed supplies from Mosul.22  

Mehmet Shefik Bey, the governor of Gevar sub-district in Hakkari, gave a 

-entering Ottoman territory. 

Shefik Bey had left his post on official business in April 1915. Upon his return 

to his post on 25 May he saw that almost all Armenians in the area had been 

killed. Of the entire Christian population of 15,000 only 2500 women and 

children were left. All men had been butchered by Ottoman army units, 

irregulars, and Kurdish tribesmen. A Venezuelan mercenary fighting alongside 

the Ottoman forces recalled that the gendarmes had been former criminals, 

and officers regularly executed some of these cut-throats for disobedience. 

Shefik Bey stressed that the Christians of his jurisdiction had been peaceful and 

supporting the war effort unlike the local Kurdish population. He had no 

knowledge of political or clandestine activities. Under the influence of alcohol, 

Omer Nadji Bey, a Special Organization leader, had explained to the sub-district 

-Turanian policy, 

which aimed at eliminating non-Turkish and non-Muslim communities. In June 

1915, Shefik Bey transferred to his new post at Shemdinan, South of Gevar. He 

took with him 200, mostly Christian and some Jewish families. At Shemdinan 

he replaced Captain Avni Bey, who had temporarily run the affairs of that sub-

and abuses. On arrival, Shefik Bey found that of the entire Christian population 

of the sub-district only 200 families had been left. Later, he saw that Khalil Bey 

had massacred all Christians in Revanduz and its surroundings. Shefik Bey 

evacuated a total of 400 families to Akra in May 1916, when he had to give up 

his post in face of a Russian advance.23  

 1937:11, 

p. 34. 
22 -125, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, May 19/20, 1915; 472-4, Khaidar to DH, 

Mosul, May 21, 1915. 
23 k] Bey, the sub-district governor, was a Circassian and opponent of 

the CUP. British National Archives, Foreign Office (FO) 371/6500/132/3557, Basri 

Bey, no. 2801, enclosure in, Rumbold to Curzon, Constantinople, Mar. 16, 1921, N. 
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Ottoman reports did not mention these massacres. Instead, Ottoman agents 

reported in May 1915 that Armenians and Nestorians were massacring Muslims 

in the Urmia region and, combined with the Russian advance, triggering a mass 

flight to the mountains. The Ottoman authorities did their best to keep the 

military setback secret and prevent a mass flight by Kurdish tribes from within 

the province. Officials, notables and Muslim religious leaders spread 

counterpropaganda. But this was all that could be done for the moment as 

Khaidar Bey had no troops available other than some Kurdish tribesmen. The 

Nestorians were preparing to join the Russians, and their leader, Mar Shimun, 

had already established communications with the advancing enemy. In 

response, Khaidar Bey mobilized more Kurdish tribesmen and was going to 

lead the attack. The tribesmen were to advance first from several directions 

against the Tiaris. Having enlisted dozens of tribes, the governor anticipated 

the total cleansing of the Tiari area, which would be followed by the defeat of 

the other Nestorian tribes. No regular troops were needed. Only two pieces of 

artillery to facilitate operations were requested. Khaidar Bey considered the 

Kurdish Miran tribe as a group of cowardly bandits who had no military value. 

They were, however, still good enough to attack Armenian villages in Shadakh 

Khaidar Bey had not only sanctioned Kurdish attacks against Armenian and 

Nestorian villages but also planned a scorched earth policy, which would 

inevitably lead to massive losses of civilian life.24 

The Ottoman offensive to retake Van did not materialize. The defeated Van 

governor, Djevded Bey, joined Khalil Bey at Bashkale. Abandoning their 

positions, the combined forces retreated through the central Kurdish mountain 

range to Siirt, all the while pursued by Russian units. The Russians took 

Bashkale and advanced towards Shemdinan, setting off a general flight of 

Kurdish tribes. Before the war, Khalil Bey had made a name for himself for 

hunting down Kurdish bandits in Van province. One of the latter, a companion 

of the late bandit Mir Mehe, had escaped. Now Khalil Bey needed the man and 

recruited him. The man had been condemned to death, but the promise of a 

pardon turned him into a savior of Ottoman soldiers. This bandit guided the 

troops through the mountains to Siirt. The population of that area joined in the 

flight and moved west as well. Some Kurdish leaders, with about 200 

households, made their way to Zakho. The Van authorities were grateful for 

277/1983/24. Ali Çankaya,  

vols. 3-4 -1969, 1073, No. 969; DH -131, 

Khaidar to DH, Tal, Sept. 26, 1915. 
24 -87, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, May 25/26, 1915; 473-17, Khaidar to DH, 

Mosul, May 30, 1915. 
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their services and demanded government subsidies for their allies. The Mosul 

authorities proposed using for the Kurds funds that had been earmarked for 

Armenian deportees. The Ministry of Interior, however, transferred 5000 LT 

(Ottoman Pounds) for the settlement of the people in Bitlis and Diarbekir 

provinces. The Kurdish flight showed that efforts to keep the Ottoman defeat 

secret had failed miserably. Closer to Mosul, the operation against the Tiari 

Nestorians had still not produced the desired results. A Russian move into 

Mosul province seemed possible, and officials suggested the arming of the 

Muslim population to meet the Russians and Nestorians. Khaidar Bey urged the 

necessity of subduing the Nestorians before they could connect with the 

Russians. Thus, the prompt delivery of artillery and a further mobilization of 

Kurdish tribes would be imperative. Persian Kurdish tribes could be called on 

to attack from the East. Tellingly, Khaidar Bey predicted that the tribes were 

only interested in plunder and, thus, would abandon areas once pillaging was 

over. As this would facilitate a Russian advance, regular troops were needed to 

take over and secure the ruined land. Even worse, Armenian volunteers and 

Russian soldiers had allegedly been seen among Nestorians who had raided 

Muslim villages in Amadia district. As a first countermeasure, Khaidar Bey now 

ordered the arming of the Muslim population and the dispatching of 80 

gendarmes to Amadia. He was to follow with 120 men.25 Meanwhile, Mar 

Shimun had sent a message to German Consul Walter Holstein at Mosul 

warning about Kurdish plans for a general massacre of Christians in Amadia 

and Hakkari. After having verified the information of the Kurdish advance with 

Khaidar Bey, the consul warned his embassy about the imminent danger. The 

fears became more pressing when rumors spread that Kurds had taken 

Sautchbulak and killed 3000 Armenians and Russians in the city. The rumor 

was false and probably designed to promote Kurdish willingness to enlist for 

the upcoming operations, along with a promise of prospective plunder.26 

Meanwhile, Khalil Bey and his defeated forces had reached Siirt, where they 

organized a massacre of the Christian population just as they had done all along 

their way from Revanduz to Persia and on to Siirt. At Siirt they met a 

25 -98, Djevdet to DH, Pervari, June 5, 1915; 474-42, Besim to DH, Mosul, 

June 5, 1915; 474-43, Khaidar to DH, Kerkuk, June 5, 1915; 475-12, Khaidar to DH, 

Kerkuk, June 10/11, 1915; 475- -

37, Besim to DH, Mosul, July 1, 1915; 54-283, Ali Munif to Mosul province, July 3, 

1915; Rafael de Nogales, Four Years Beneath the Crescent

Sons, 1926), pp. 110, 114-

, April 14, 1965. 
26 Auswärtiges Amt, Politisches Archiv (hereafter: AA-PA), Konstantinopel 168, J. No. 

3064, Holstein to Embassy, Mosul, May 18, 1915; 169, J. No. 3444, Holstein to 

Embassy, Mosul, June 5, 1915. 
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detachment under the command of Omer Nadji Bey and the German officer 

Max Von Scheubner-Richter. The Germans in the group were surprised that 

Khalil Bey had been transporting bath tubs through the Kurdish mountain 

range. They concluded that the commander was keeping some Armenian 

women in his entourage. The officer had a reputation as a drunkard and 

womanizer, and overall, the Germans saw in him a military amateur. The 

German commander Erich von Falkenhayn described him in 1917 as a nice, 

young man who could be a good cavalry lieutenant of the reserves. As a 

commander he looked more like a character in an opera. The Austro-Hungarian 

consul in Baghdad blamed the officer for the loss of the city to the British. 

Other observers concurred, describing Basri Bey, his chief of staff, as Khalil 

One of his officers explained to Consul Holstein that he would slaughter the 

Armenians in the province upon arrival of his troops. Any German opposition 

would be in vain. For the time being, Governor Khaidar Bey found it advisable 

to avoid giving any impression of entertaining close relations with the German 

official.27 

On June 18, 1915, Khaidar Bey arrived at Amadia and began to organize the 

deployment of Kurdish tribes. The local population were abandoning their 

houses with tribes moving to higher mountain pastures. Others were preparing 

a massacre of the local Christian population. Two Christian villages had already 

been raided and plundered. The governor stopped the outrages and put the 

area under military control. He applauded himself that his arrival had 

preempted an imminent Nestorian attack. Apparently, one Armenian deserter 

had been killed, which was seen as proof that Armenian militants were 

supporting the Nestorians. The governor was confident that once he had 

obtained some artillery, he could not only defeat the Nestorians and Armenians 

27 Österreichisches Staatsarchiv, Kriegsarchiv, AOK, Evidenzbüro Karton 3501; FO 

371/6500/132/3557, Basri Bey, no. 2801, enclosure in, Rumbold to Curzon, 

Constantinople, Mar. 16, 1921, N. 277/1983/24; AA-PA Konstantinopel 171, J. No. 

6350, Holstein to Embassy, Mosul, Nov. 4, 1915; J. No. 6381, Holstein to Embassy, 

Mosul, Nov. 4, 1915; J. No. 6488, Holstein to Embassy, Mosul, Nov. 10, 1915; 

Österreichisches Staatsarchiv, Kriegsarchiv, AOK, Evidenzbüro Karton 3501; FO 

371/6500/132/3557, Basri Bey, no. 2801, enclosure in, Rumbold to Curzon, 

Constantinople, Mar. 16, 1921, N. 277/1983/24; Paul Leverkuehn, Posten auf Ewiger 

Wache. Aus dem Abenteuerlichen Leben des Max von Scheubner-Richter, Essen, 

Essener Verlagsanstalt, 1938, pp. 72-73. For an account of Scheubner-

activities during the Armenian Genocide see, 

in Paul Leverkuehn, A German Officer During the Armenian Genocide. A Biography 

of Max von Scheubner-Richter, London, Gomidas Institute, 2008, pp. xxvii-cxxvi; 

Kévorkian, Genocide, p. 340. 
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but overcome even the Russian troops at Bashkale. Thus, he asked for the 

appointment of a new district governor for Hakkari. Eleven Christian villages 

had surrendered to the government already. The governor kept pleading for 

artillery and regular units before he could set out with 5000 Kurdish tribesmen 

to attack the Nestorians. As for the refugees who were flocking to Revanduz, 

funds were urgently needed. For the time being the provincial administration 

was providing some assistance.28 

On June 25, 1915, the attack on the Nestorians began in the morning. Two 

villages, 800 and 1000 houses strong, were overrun and burned to the ground. 

The inhabitants were fleeing with the Kurdish marauders in pursuit. The 

number of casualties was not known. Further to the East in the Oramar area, 

Kurdish tribesmen had torched three villages and killed about 100 Nestorians. 

More tribes were coming in for plunder, and the entire mountain area was 

engulfed in fighting, looting, and massacres. More Tiari villages were burned 

with survivors fleeing to higher altitudes, burning bridges to slow down the 

enemy advance. By June 30, two army battalions and artillery had finally met 

up with Khaidar Bey. In charge of the artillery was Colonel Hilmi Abdulkadir 

Bey. The officer had made a name for himself as a commander of irregulars 

during the Ottoman attack on Urmia and Tabriz in 1914. He was implicated in 

massacres and plundering, abilities he was again putting to use against the 

Nestorians. Once the governor was satisfied that the low-lying areas had been 

cleansed of Nestorians, he moved northward with his force.29 

The Nestorian defenders of the river crossings could not stop the Ottoman 

advance. Within days more villages and their harvests had been burned and 

the Marsava Monastery, an important religious center, had fallen. Khaidar Bey 

reported heavy Nestorian losses while suffering negligible casualties. Once the 

marauders had reached the higher mountain areas, their advance slowed down. 

Lack of water and adverse terrain prevented swift movements. The artillery also 

had problems following the troops. Critically, Kurdish tribes were often not 

following orders as they were more interested in plunder than strategy. For the 

time being, tribesmen and soldiers would temporarily retreat. Khaidar Bey 

28 -23, Khaidar to DH, Simil, June 18/19, 1915; 476-106, Khaidar to DH, 

Dushten village, June 22, 1915; 476-107, Khaidar to DH, Dushten village, June 21, 

1915; 476-108, Dept. Governor to DH, Mosul, June 21, 1915; 477-4, Khaidar to DH, 

Mai village, June 24/25, 1915; 477-4, Khaidar to DH, Mai village, June 24/25, 1915; 

477-41, Besim to DH, Mosul, June 25, 1915. 
29 477-25, Khaidar to DH, Mai village, June 25, 1915; 477-117, Khaidar to DH, 

Mai village, June 29, 1915; 478-23, Khaidar to DH, May village, June 28/30 1915; 478-

24, Khaidar to DH, Sersebi village, June 30, 1915, 999; FO 371/6500/132/3557, Hilmi 

Abdulkadir Bey, No. 2789, enclosure in, Rumbold to Curzon, Constantinople, Mar. 

16, 1921, N. 277/1983/24. 
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estimated that about 7000 armed Nestorians, whom he was cutting off from 

supplies, had remained in the area. To prevent the return of Nestorians to their 

destroyed places, the governor suggested the settlement of half-nomadic 

Kurdish tribes in the villages. Two army battalions and artillery could secure 

the gains made. Reinforcements were also needed as intelligence reports 

indicated that a Russian force of about 10,000 had left Bashkale to relieve the 

Nestorians and to turn out Kurdish tribes that had occupied Nestorian villages 

in the Julamérik area. For the moment, Khaidar Bey halted operations as he 

badly needed fresh supplies and forces. He deemed that the burning and 

plundering of the Tiari villages had achieved the primary object of the 

operation.30 Van Governor Djevded followed the unfolding events from Bitlis 

and enthusiastically reported that the Nestorians would be annihilated.31  

As a second phase of the attack on the Nestorians, Khaidar planned a larger 

operation that might also include Norduz in the Bohtan region as a target. Such 

a move would be part of an attempt to retake Van. The army prioritized, 

however, the destruction of the last intact Nestorian villages in the central 

Hakkari region. Moreover, Nestorians were, as anticipated, trying to return to 

their destroyed settlements. Some 40 people had tried to water their paddies 

but were detected by Ottoman forces, who killed two of them and wounded 

four others. Tribesmen had also been operating in the area under the sub-

district governor of Beytushebab and had occupied strategic places including 

the residence of Mar Shimun, which they had partly burned. Moreover, they 

had slaughtered 300 Nestorians and inflicted heavy casualties on other 

Nestorian tribes before returning to Beytushebab. News that the Russians had 

left Bashkale precluded any Russian assistance to the beleaguered people in 

the high mountains. Every day about ten died of hunger. Only the departure of 

regular units to the front in Southern Iraq slowed preparations as some troops 

had to be called in from the Persian border to replace the former.32 

The situation became more complicated when Khaidar Bey learnt that 

Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan was marching on Siirt, setting off an exodus of civilians 

from that city. The Kurdish leader was successfully inciting local Kurds against 

30 -57, Khaidar to DH, Rumendik (?) village, July 2/6, 1915; 478-111, Khaidar 

to DH, Deir Marsava July 6/10, 1915; 479-11, Khaidar to DH, Der Marsava, July 12, 

1915; 479-12, Khaidar to DH, Der Marsava, July 7/12, 1915; 479-13, Khaidar to DH, 

Der Marsava, July 2/6, 1915; 479-86, Khaidar to DH, Dohuk, July 11, 1915. 
31 -73, Djevdet to Talaat, Bitlis, July 2, 1915. 
32 -86, Khaidar to DH, Dohuk, July 11, 1915; 480-54, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, 

July 16/17, 1915; 480-80, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, July 18, 1915; 480-132, Khaidar to 

DH, Mosul, July 27, 1915; 481-3, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, July 24, 1915; 482-21, Khaidar 

to DH, Mosul, Aug. 1, 1915; 483-45, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 9, 1915; Gaunt, 

Massacres, p. 121. 
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the Ottoman government, and the Beytushebab tribes were particularly 

untrustworthy. Khaidar Bey planned punishing the latter as they had plundered 

Muslim refugees.33 Near Bashkale the situation was fluid as it was evident that 

the Russian retreat was only temporary. Thus, the primary object for the 

Ottomans was to secure Bashkale and defeat the Russians in that area. The 

move was to assist operations against Van. As Khaidar Bey would again depend 

heavily on Kurdish support, he needed large sums to win over tribal leaders. 

Overall, he was confident that he could reestablish the Ottoman administration 

in the area and would personally escort to Bashkale the new governor, the 

former district governor of Mardin, Hilmi Bey.34  

against Van was quickly undone, and by August 22 Russians were also 

advancing on Bashkale. Khaidar Bey warned that they would relieve the 

besieged Nestorians and then burn down Muslim villages. Thus, it was 

imperative to convince the Nestorians to surrender or, if possible, annihilate 

them. As money was in short supply, Khaidar Bey felt that he had to improvise. 

 who had been arrested while 

studying in Constantinople, should be delivered to him to be used as a hostage. 

The Ministry of Interior complied and sent the young man to the governor. 

When the Nestorians refused to give in to the blackmail, Khaidar Bey had 

pronounced the Nestorian leader the ruler of Julamérik. In other words, 

Khaidar Bey alleged that the Nestorians were about to set up their own state 

under Russian suzerainty.35 

Another member of the campaign was Doctor Astardjian, who joined as the 

personal physician of Khaidar Bey. In order to protect Astardjian, the governor 

leaders along the way as a Muslim. At Bamarni village, north of Dohuk, Khaidar 

Bey conferred with the Naqshbandi Sheikh Bahauddin. As a show of respect, 

the governor and his officers even kissed the right hand of the Sheikh, who had 

33 -120, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 7, 1915; 483-45, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, 

Aug. 9, 1915; AA-PA Konstantinopel 170, J. No. 4429, Holstein to Embassy, Mosul, July 

28, 1915; Sinan Hakan. Türkiye Kurulurken Kürtler (1916-1920)

-22. 
34 -45, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 9, 1915. Hilmi Bey was a determined 

oppenent of massacres (Hilmar Kaiser, The Extermination of Armenians in the 

Diarbekir Region, Istanbul, Bilgi University Press, 2014, pp. 153, 169, 310-319). For 

information on Mustafa Hilmi Bey, see, Çankaya, Mülkiye, p. 435, No. 312. 
35 -140, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 22, 1915; 485-65, Khaidar to DH, 

Mosul, Aug. 25, 1915; Basile Nikit

Revue des Sciences Politiques, 1921:44, p. 620. 
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come out with his entourage to greet them. A Chaldean bishop also joined the 

meeting, indicating that although the Ottomans used Islamist language, the 

campaign was targeting Nestorians and by extension Armenians but no other 

Christian communities. Bamarni was also the assembly point for the Kurdish 

tribe

from 2000 regular troops, about 15,000 Kurdish tribesmen marched on the 

Nestorians. At first the strategy to induce Nestorians to surrender seemed to 

work. On September 11, some Nestorian tribes were reportedly agreeing to lay 

down their arms. However, after waiting 48 hours in vain, the governor had his 

soldiers and tribesmen advance on the defenders, who had entrenched 

themselves around the high peaks. Astardjian reported that most inhabitants 

had given up their villages, and only a rear guard had been left. Within a day 

that resistance was overcome, and the raiders plundered and burned down the 

villages. While only a few Kurdish tribesmen had been wounded, the Nestorians 

had suffered heavy casualties, attesting to their outdated and far inferior arms. 

On September 18, the Ottoman force advanced in five columns with crack units 

leading the attack. The fighting lasted for two days and ended with what Khaidar 

Bey described as the Nestor

men while only fifteen tribesmen had been killed and another twenty wounded. 

The regular troops had suffered no casualties. At the same time, the Oramar 

and Artoshi tribes had taken six Nestorian villages and burned them down. In 

the process, the Kurds had killed 200 Nestorians, captured 20,000 sheep and 

plundered other property. Another force from the same tribe had occupied 

eight Nestorians villages while another tribe had taken and plundered more 

than ten villages. More than 200 Nestorians had been killed, and the rest had 

fled in the direction of Persia. Kurdish tribes in the Gevar area were trying to 

annihilation of the Nestorians; however, the plan failed. 

The Ottomans anticipated a Russian advance for the relief of the Nestorians 

and decided to evacuate civilians and officials from the Gevar area to Diz, their 

remaining administrative center in the area near the border. The place had not 

been destroyed, and Khaidar hoped that the civilians could spend the coming 

winter there. If available housing was insufficient, the governor planned to 

place the refugees in nine Nestorian villages in the area. The Nestorians could 

be simply expelled and sent to Persia. The plan was a euphemism for 

plundering and murder. Astardjian recalled that the tribesmen, and apparently 

Khaidar Bey as well, had been agitated by news of Armenian outrages against 

Kurdish villages near Van and the sight of Kurdish refugees from that region. 

The Ottoman advance into the central mountain range of Hakkari continued. 

Khaidar Bey provided continued updates on his achievements. 1200 Nestorians 

were slaughtered on high altitude mountain pastures and 60,000 sheep taken. 
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He lacked, however, any overview of the loot and could only assume that the 

gains of the tribesmen were much larger. Only 18 tribesmen had been killed 

and 70 wounded. On September 19 and 20, the Ottoman forces continued their 

pursuit and killed 200 of the fleeing Nestorians. The Kurdish tribes captured 

about 40,000 more sheep. Kurds of the Julamérik, tribe who had occupied two 

Tiari villages massacred many more Nestorians when they tried to cross the 

Zap River on September 20. The Ottoman force continued burning down 

villages along its path of destruction. Some Nestorians tried to cover the 

-ditch defense while the Ottoman 

force rested for a day. Mar Shimun and some leaders found protection with 

the Russians in Persia. Other Nestorian leaders had been killed in combat, 

counting the slain, just reporting that a number had been killed and more than 

100 taken prisoner. At the same time, he needed to secure his gains and 

deployed regular soldiers to guard the destroyed villages and the grain still 

stored there. Next, he ordered Kurdish tribes to empty the storerooms and 

take the grain to their own homes.36  

on the other hand, some were unable to follow and left wandering in the high 

mountains. Those who made their way to Dilman in Azerbaijan soon faced 

epidemics, adding further misery to their destitute state. The Nestorians tried 

on various occasions to regain their villages and homeland. The limited Russian 

support and resources they could muster were, however, no match for the 

Kurdish tribes Khaidar Bey had deployed against them.37 

36 In his memoirs Astardjian mistakenly dates the events to October 1915. On the 

Barmani sheikhs see Martin Van Bruinessen, Agha, Sheikh and State. The Social and 

Political Structures of Kurdistan, London, Zed Books, 1992, pp. 255-

484-140, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 22, 1915; 485-65, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 

25, 1915; 490-24, Khaidar to DH, Tahvil Kesendik(?), Sept. 21, 1915; 490-128, Khaidar 

to DH, Tal, Sept. 26, 1915; 490-129, Khaidar to DH, Tal, Sept. 26, 1915; 490-130, 

Khaidar to DH, Tal, Sept. 26, 1915; 491-41, Khaidar to DH, Talik Mashmune, Sept. 

28, 1915; 491-42, Khaidar to DH, Talik Mashmune, Sept. 28, 1915; 491-122, Khaidar 

to DH, Dohuk, Sep. 27, Oct. 1, 1915; Astardjian, Struggle, pp. 27-33; Gaunt, pp. 143-

49; Joseph Yacoub, Year of the Sword. The Assyrian Genocide. A History, New York, 

NY, Oxford University, Press, 2016, pp. 124-126. 
37 For chilling survivor accounts of the Ottoman campaign see The Treatment of 

Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 1915-1916. Documents Presented to Viscount Grey 

of Fallodon by Viscount Bryce. Uncensored Edition, ed. by James Bryce, Arnold 

Toynbee, Princeton, NJ, Gomidas Institute, 2000, pp. 203-10, doc. 38, 39, 40; 

493-46, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Oct. 12, 1915; 523-88, Khaidar to DH, Dohuk, 

June 21, 1916; 523-94, Khaidar to DH, Dohuk, June 19/21, 1916. 
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SETTLING THE KURDS 

For quite some time, the provincial authorities struggled to accommodate 

Kurdish refugees who arrived from combat areas. The administration near the 

Persian border lacked, however, personnel and resources to meet the 

challenge. Bashkale, Julamérik, and surroundings had allegedly been destroyed 

by Nestorians, and the inhabitants were unable to return. Thus, the authorities 

planned to settle the people for the time being in eleven Nestorian villages.38 

This measure was partly in line with central government views. Since June, the 

Ministry of Interior had made it clear that the return of Nestorians was 

unwanted and a solution was needed.39 The available houses were, however, 

insufficient to accommodate all Kurds in need of a house. As a temporary 

measure, tribes from the border area near Bashkale and Persian Kurdish Sunni 

tribes were allowed to use pastures within Ottoman territory near Akra and 

Dohuk for their large flocks. Others were expected to stay near Shemdinan, 

emporarily located. The 

authorities viewed the Kurdish families and their flocks as a welcome tool to 

force the men into obedience while deploying them against the Russians on the 

front. Suto Agha of the Oramar tribe had sent families and herds to the Dohuk 

area while he and his men remained in the combat zone. To his dismay he 

learnt that Ottoman officials used the opportunity to collect the sheep tax from 

the formerly elusive tribe.40 Gaining an overview of the number and identities 

of the arrivals was difficult. By early December registration was trying to keep 

up with the increasing number of refugees. Many had reportedly suffered from 

Armenian militants. The authorities distributed about 150 Kurdish households 

per village or town. As always, funds did not meet the needs of the refugees 

and the demands of the military. Unlike in other provinces, so-called 

therefore, impossible for the refugees to start agriculture on Armenian farms 

with Armenian tools. Supplies from military stores were handed out, but such 

provisions were not always available. Some of the tribesmen had to march long 

distances to settlement areas like Koisandjak in southern parts of Mosul 

province. To satisfy immediate needs, the officials needed 10,000 LT. 41 

38 -22, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Aug. 1, 1915; 491-41, Khaidar to DH, Talik 

Mashmune, Sept. 28, 1915; 491-121, Khaidar to DH, Dohuk, Sept. 26, 1915; 492-91, 

Djevdet to DH, Bitlis, Oct. 8, 1915, 17482. 
39 -240, Minister to Djevdet, Khaidar, June 30, 1915. 
40 -62, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Oct. 6, 1915; 493-6, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, 

Oct. 11, 1915. Suto Agha to Khaidar Bey, n.p., n.d.;  
41 -131, Khaidar to DH, Tal, Sept. 26, 1915; 500-38, Sherif Muhtar to DH, 

Mosul, Dec. 6, 1915; 500-42, Sherif Muhtar to DH, Mosul, Dec. 6, 1915; 501-109, 

Khaidar to DH, Derbend, Dec. 18, 1915; 502-13, Muhtar to DH, Mosul, Dec. 20, 1915; 
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For its part, the central government demanded specific information on the 

Kurdish arrivals who might benefit from government funds. According to 

confederations had come over to the Ottoman side for fear of the Russians. 

These tribes were all Sunni Muslims and could thus be considered as natural 

allies. He believed that he could work effectively with most of the tribes. The 

governor deemed only the Karapapak and Herki tribes, which combined had 

about 21,000 people, as especially unreliable. After all, Kerim Khan, the Herki 

leader, had offered his services to the Russians while negotiating with Khaidar 

Bey. The latter planned to deploy him against the enemy as soon as possible.42 

By the end of December 1915, Mosul province had received 1000 LT, which 

was totally inadequate as the settlement of refugees in Kirkuk district alone 

would cost 10,000 LT. For the moment, at least 5000 LT were needed. The 

Ministry of Interior was unable to meet the demands. It also kept struggling to 

keep track of the Kurdish influx and associated expenses. Thus, Talaat 

requested further information on the tribes, for example, whether they were 

nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes. Apparently, the central authorities envisaged 

a much larger settlement scheme than the officials at Mosul had considered. 

By mid-February about 60,000 Kurdish tribesmen had been registered by the 

authorities. 15,000 were sedentary, 20,000 half-nomadic and 25,000 

nomadic. Khaidar Bey reassured his superiors that the accommodation of the 

Kurdish tribes from Van province and Persia had been secured until spring, 

when they would move on to their summer pastures. Others would be settled 

in the Tiari and adjacent areas. However, precautions had to be taken against 

battalion and two pieces of artillery should accompany the settlement officials. 

Moreover, seed grain had to be provided. The destroyed Nestorian villages 

could easily be reconstructed as enough timber was available locally. Naturally 

the project came at a cost and 10,000 LT were needed. The Ministry of Interior 

was interested in the project and indicated that additional funding was available. 

For the moment, however, immediate relief for new arrivals became ever more 

urgent. The entire discussion was, however, somewhat academic as long as 

funding was unavailable. This became obvious when on March 1 Mosul asked 

for 10,000 LT to cover the expenses for Kurdish refugees and deported 

Armenians - and that was only for the next two weeks. The estimate was realistic 

502-14, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Dec. 20, 1915; 534-66, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Oct. 5, 

1916. 
42 -69, Subhi to Khaidar at Derbend, Dec. 22, 1915; 502-31, Khaidar to DH, 

Daruleman, Dec. 22, 1915; 502-22, Khaidar to DH, Daruleman, Dec. 21, 1915; 503-

81, Khaidar to DH, Sautchbulak, Jan. 2/5, 1916. 
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as, finally, registrations had been completed. At the moment, the authorities 

could only provide for those refugee families where the men had joined the 

Holy War, i.e. operations in Persia.43 

Still, the Ottoman government continued drawing maps and making plans 

the ground and available finances. Following decisive Ottoman defeats on the 

eastern front, the Ministry of Interior revealed a comprehensive plan for 

Muslim, mostly Kurdish, refugees who were fleeing from the war zone in front 

of the Russian advance. The central government designated areas in central 

Anatolia and Cilicia as well as Diarbekir province as settlement areas. Refugees 

were not allowed to go to other places. Mosul province, even Kirkuk district, 

the wealthiest area in the province, had not sufficient funds to care for the 

thousands of Kurdi

been spent already. Officials and gendarmes had not been paid for three 

months. Thus, the officials asked for another 20,000 LT. All the provincial 

authorities could do was to pay 2000 LT to a politically important tribe. It was, 

however, also important to pay other tribal leaders as well. Many tribesmen 

were fighting as volunteers and were receiving provisions from the army.44 By 

that time, about 100,000 refugees had come to Mosul province. The authorities 

needed orders specifying the number of refugees they could send to central 

Anatolian locations. Such transfers would, however, take time given existing 

transport problems. Moreover, people were starving and naked. Closer to the 

combat zone, officials did not give anything to the tribes. Charity from the local 

population was all the refugees could hope for. Worryingly the people had 

begun consuming seed grain for the coming season. Consequently, Khaidar 

Bey had great concern for the next harvest. Equally disconcerting was that with 

the melting of the snow some tribes might resort to brigandage, which was 

anyhow one of their customary forms of income generation, or go over to the 

43 -27, Muhtar to DH, Mosul, Jan. 4, 1915; 505-58, Sherif Muhtar 
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Russian side. One hope for local officials was to rid themselves of the burden 

by sending people further on, but for that they still lacked instructions.45 

On March 23, the Ministry of Interior forwarded detailed regulations for the 

treatment of the refugees. The manual confirmed the assigned settlement areas 

in central Anatolia, Diarbekir and parts of historic Cilicia. Provincial, district, 

and sub-district governors were responsible for the success of the operation. 

For the task the governors could employ officials who would be paid from 

central government funds earmarked for refugees. Likewise, all other expenses 

for the transfer and settlement would be covered by that fund. For the transfer 

of refugees to their destinations, rest areas had to be established along the 

routes under the direction of local officials. Medical officials were to attend the 

refugees and prevent the spread of epidemics. At suitable locations, special 

hospitals had to be established for the care of the deportees. Deportation 

officials would register all refugees of a caravan. A copy of the register had to 

be delivered to the officials in the settlement area. During the transfer officials 

would update the register by recording all deaths and other losses like 

disappearances. Security personnel had to accompany the caravan. The 

officials who coordinated departure times with the rest areas along the route 

were also in charge of provisions. Each caravan had to be provided with food 

and other necessities for at least two days before departure. Those refugees 

who owned means of transport were allowed to bring their possessions with 

them as far as possible. Women, children and the handicapped would be 

provided with means of transport. Provisions, clothing and other useful items 

could be taken from seized Armenian property as long as the value was 

recorded and charge

had to consider the social conditions of the tribes when selecting destination 

areas.46 

The regulations were more a statement of intent than a viable plan for 

improving the conditions of Kurdish tribes. Khaidar Bey warned that the newly 

assigned settlement areas were unsuitable for most of the tribesmen. The 

people were used to the cold climate of the high mountain ranges where they 

camped during the summer months at elevations of 3000 to 4000 meters. 

Thus, the hot summer climate in Cilicia and other areas would endanger their 

health and survival. Moreover, the provincial administration had no funds and 

means of transport for the people as the military needed all available resources. 

During the summer, the routes to western provinces lacked water. The 

refugees from Gevar, Bashkale, and Julamérik, had asked to be placed in 

45 512-99, Sherif to DH, Mosul, Mar. 13, 1916; 513-31, Khaidar to DH, Rayat, 

Mar. 15, 1916; 513-71, Muhtar to DH, Mosul, Mar. 18, 1916. 
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emptied Nestorian villages and summer camps in Amadia district and close to 

their homes. Thus, the officials at Mosul had allowed them to live there for the 

time being. The central government officials at Mosul in charge of the refugees 

had provided a one-

mountain pastures while farmers had received seeds and other necessary 

provisions. The project had a promising start. The presence of Kurdish tribal 

settlers in the Nestorian villages was also useful for keeping the Tiaris out of 

these places. Some of the latter had returned to farm their fields, but Khaidar 

Bey was confident that the Kurdish tribesmen would solve the problem. Aside 

the dispatch of Kurdish tribes would deprive him of armed men he was hoping 

to use on the front.47  

The Ministry of Interior

-

Muhâcirîn Müdîriyyeti -IAMM) explained that it was imperative to turn the Kurds 

into a useful and improved element under any circumstance. Thus, the people 

had to be transferred to central Anatolia. The authorities had to separate tribal 

leaders, sheikhs and mullahs from the tribesmen. Those leaders had to be 

deported before or after their followers to places where they could not maintain 

their future prosperity as the IAMM would consider climate and soil conditions. 

Shukru Bey demanded information on the number of refugees, their nationality 

and their date of departure from Mosul. In other words, no delays were 

permitted. For the central authorities it was out of the question to settle Kurds 

near the border. After all, some of the refugees belonged to tribes with a history 

of opposing the government. Those Kurds had to go to central Anatolia. As for 

the Persian refugees, Shukru Bey requested information on whether they were 

Turks, Kurds or Persians, their places of origin, the language they spoke, and 

whether they were Sunnis or Shias. Concerning the Kurds, they had to be 

deported to the west without exception. Shukru Bey needed additional 

information on these tribes, their original areas and the places they had been 

sent. The provincial authorities were not to assign them to specific settlement 

areas. Turkish refugees, however, could be settled locally. Those who had come 

from the direction of Van especially could be used to re-populate destroyed 

Kurdish villages in the Bashkale area. The creation of categories of refugees 

47 -60, Khaidar to DH. Mosul, May 3, 1916; 518-95, 9 Khaidar to DH, Mosul, 

May 7, 1916; 520-14, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, May 17, 1916. Akçam took the instructions 

Crime, p. 444. 
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and the distinctive treatment of the various groups showed that the IAMM was 

assessing the refugees according to a comprehensive demographic program.48 

On May 20, the IAMM slightly modified its policy and allowed sheikhs, tribal 

leaders, and mullahs to be deported together with their followers. The 

separation would take place later after arrival in the destination areas. 

Apparently, deporting tribes without the leaders had created problems that 

could not be solved by the officials alone. The IAMM also exempted from 

deportation those tribes whose services were deemed useful by army 

commanders who were in need of men. The tribesmen could be settled 

temporarily near the combat zone. Army commanders were to determine those 

deemed reliable and communicate their names and numbers to the civil 

authorities within fifteen days. The data and the places of settlement would then 

be filed with the IAMM.49 By June 1, more than 150,000 refugees had come to 

Mosul province from the combat zone. The authorities were trying to keep track 

of new arrivals, who, aside from 67 Jews, were all Muslims. None of the 

refugees had been dispatched to the settlement areas, and the authorities were 

also not providing for those in need. Russians had occupied some Ottoman 

border districts including the important town of Revanduz with a total 

population of about 25,000. Half of the people had moved to Erbil, Koisandjak 

and other areas closer to the plain. Others had not managed to join the retreat 

in time and had fled to high mountains nearby. In 1918, Major Edward Noel 

visited Revanduz, where of 2000 houses only 60 had been left standing. Even 

after the cessation of hostilities, only 25 percent of the former population lived 

in the place. The people were starving, and in their desperation they were 

eating dogs, cats, and even human corpses.50 

Finally, on June 8 the Ministry of Interior transferred 20,000 LT for 

refugees and other purposes. The provincial authorities spent 15,400 LT for 

refugees, foremost, for the families of those who had joined the war effort. 
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situation of the Kurds. By August news of the extent of the misery had reached 

Constantinople. Of 500 refugees from Gevar, 300 had died of hunger. The 

survivors were in a destitute state while being sent from one place to another. 

Apparently, the authorities at Erbil were neglecting their duties. The Ministry 

of Interior demanded a full report and immediate measures to meet the 

emergency. The local Muslim population had initially aided the Kurdish 

refugees but discovered that the tribesmen were, unlike Armenians, not used 

to the kind of agricultural work that was needed. Destitute people began eating 

dead bodies. Provincial physician Astardjian buried thousands of Kurdish 

victims who had died from hunger and diseases in mass graves outside the 

city.51  

While Mosul province was not following the deportation orders for Kurds, 

the central authorities increasingly ran into problems with their program. Some 

Kurdish deportees had destroyed or hidden their identification papers. In this 

way they managed to reach other places than those assigned to them on the 

basis of their nationality and language. In response, local authorities had to 

ascertain the identity of anyone without proper papers. The matter was 

complicated further since local authorities lacked personnel to escort the 

caravans and deportations experienced delays. As far as possible, the 

authorities were to use railway transportation and send the refugees to the 

nearest station. Thus, officials who had left their posts because of the Russian 

advance could be employed for the purpose while receiving their official pay.52 

In September 1916, the Ministry of Interior ordered a review of the refugee 

situation. Provincial authorities had to supply information on the number of 

refugees, their dates of arrival, expenses incurred for settlement and 

51 -255, Talaat to Mosul province, June 8, 1916; 523-78, Sherif to DH, Mosul, 
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provisions. Government funds were insufficient as always. Further aggravating 

the situation was the circumstance that paper money had lost value 

dramatically. Thus, the authorities distributed grain instead of money, 

especially in the villages. The measures somewhat countered the impact of 

inflation and at the same time, supposedly, promoted farming. Khaidar Bey was 

hopeful that the annual harvest would be more abundant than the previous one. 

He also hoped that the central Hakkari area might be resettled for good. Not 

much had been achieved so far due to the destruction of the villages, but at 

least Russians had not been sighted recently. Officials in the capital might have 

concluded that in his earlier reports Khaidar Bey had misrepresented the level 

of destruction.53 

The authorities did not change their policies and did not send Kurdish tribes 

to western provinces for several reasons. Winter conditions prevented their 

dispatch while a slight increase in the expenses for provisioning could secure 

the settlement of thousands of people. Kurdish refugees had been settled and 

dispersed according to the decreed quotes for settlers in villages in the 

surroundings of Mosul. Moreover, the authorities had established a hospital 

dedicated to immigrants in an empty building. Still further funds were needed 

as well as authorization for assigning public lands to the new settlers. 

Apparently, Khaidar Bey did not want to comprehend the purpose of deporting 

Kurds to the west. He maintained his view that government policy was first of 

policy and secured the stay of Kurds within their own region.54 

Despite the financial, logistical and other constraints, the officials at the 

IAMM remained undeterred and kept expanding the scope of their 

demographic scheme. In September 1916, they ordered a review of the Syrian 

Orthodox community in terms of numbers and political orientation. In other 

words, the Ministry of Interior tried to determine if the people might become a 

problem and how the government should deal with them. Given the experiences 

of Armenians and Nestorians, such an interest was ominous at best. Khaidar 

Bey informed his superiors that the Syrian Orthodox population numbered 

officially only 3310, while there were 5172 Chaldeans, who lived mostly in Mosul 

city. The governor suspected that the real numbers might be double these as 

the registers were outdated. He carefully pointed out that the population had 

53 68-11, Talaat to Erzurum, Trebizond, Sivas, Konia, Angora, Adana, Aleppo, 
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not shown any antagonism against the government. Evidently, officials carefully 

distinguished the various Aramaic speaking communities.55 

Persian Kurdish tribes remained of particular interest as their assimilation 

was problematic. Authorities at Suleymaniyah wondered if they could draft 

Persian Kurds into military service as they had done with Ottoman refugees. 

Khaidar Bey opposed the idea as these tribes would surely return to their homes 

and some had already done so. Anyhow, the tribes would support the Ottoman 

side. A draft might only antagonize them and benefit the Russians. The 

governor stressed that it was necessary to support the tribes with what they 

needed, namely provisions and seed grain. Upon their return to their homes in 

Persia, these armed Kurds would support the Ottoman forces against the 

Russians, who had burned down their villages. To strengthen the ties between 

the military and tribes, the commanders would participate in the distribution of 

the aid.56 

Within Mosul province, the 16,160 registered refugee orphans and 2211 

widows formed a much easier target for assimilation. The numbers were, 

however, unreliable and varied significantly. Many orphans stayed with relatives 

while others wandered around and depended on occasional Muslim charity. 

The government paid a small allowance to Muslim families who took in an 

orphan. In general, Constantinople was dissatisfied with the performance of the 

officials in charge of refugees in Mosul province. Blaming incapable officials 

could, however, not hide the fact that the authorities had at no time provided 

sufficient funds to meet the need. Thus, the military suggested that Kurdish 

refugees should be employed in railway construction in hot semi-arid or desert 

areas.57  

After the collapse of the Russian lines in 1917, the Ministry of Interior 

officially sanctioned the settlement of Kurdish tribes within Mosul province, but 

resources remained scarce. The idea of transferring Kurds to the interior had 

also not been abandoned. Following the reoccupation of Van province, some 

tribes from Mosul moved to mountain pastures in the region in the spring of 
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1918. Thus, the Ministry of Interior wondered whether these and other refugees 

could be settled in destroyed villages.58 Throughout 1918, the Ministry of 

Interior continued monitoring not only the number of Kurds but also the Syrian 

Orthodox and Jews in the province. Following the Ottoman defeat in October 

1918, the Ministry of Interior ordered a count of Turks, Arabs, Kurds, and 

Armenians in every sub-district. Moreover, the central authorities needed 

the government intended to use it during peace negotiations.59 

 

MOBILIZING THE TRIBES 

On 15 October 1915 Khaidar Bey published a declaration to the Kurdish 

tribes of his province and adjacent areas. All tribes had to get ready for combat. 

One part of the tribes would join the Ottoman army fighting the British south 

of Baghdad; the other would block any Russian advance into Ottoman territory 

in the northern part of Mosul province. Tribal or religious leaders had to 

provide a register of their followers who would join the campaign. Moreover, 

tribal leaders had to provide provisions for ten days. The houses of deserters 

and those who refused to take up arms would be destroyed and their property 

taken.60 Fears of Russian operations were sustained by reports of Armenian 

irregulars that allegedly had crossed the border from Persia and killed 36 

Kurds. They had captured many animals and taken several women with them 

across the border. According to further intelligence, 98 Kurds had been killed, 

among them two of the abducted women. Kurds had killed one Armenian 

leader. Border units had encountered about fifty Cossacks and some irregulars. 

Further reinforcements dispatched to the area did not meet with any 

resistance.61 

During December 1915, Russian and Ottoman emissaries competed for the 

shelter, but the 

concern. He intended to force the tribes to join his operations against the 

Russians. The governor planned to escalate tensions with those tribes that had 

joined the Russians. Once blood had been spilled, Khaidar Bey reckoned that 
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he could distribute arms to Kurdish tribesmen as they could no longer hope to 

switch their loyalties. At times, tribes split into competing factions with one side 

seeking Russian and the other Ottoman support. Fortunately, more tribes 

began going over to the Ottoman side. A sheikh with 500 armed men joined 

tribes. Khaidar Bey calculated that with a budget of 150 LT he could reward 

reliable tribal leaders and sheikhs, thereby securing the deployment of 2500 

cavalry and 1000 infantry Kurds. The governor was confident that the 

tribesmen could create a critical military advantage for Ottoman operations in 

Persia. After all, the troops under his command were numerically inferior to 

the Russian forces.62 

Sautchbulak and took the city. The governor praised the conduct of his tribes 

as no plundering or abuses had occurred. Problematic was the continued 

presence of the Persian governor, who was suspected of Russian leanings. The 

Ottomans had hanged one Armenian for espionage. Moreover, communications 

were somewhat complicated as the people had removed the telegraph posts 

and were using them for drying their laundry. Khaidar Bey had ordered several 

tribes to further advance while other tribes arrived to join the successful 

operation. One Kurdish leader, however, made it clear that his agenda was not 

identical with that of the Ottoman commanders. Earlier, he had rejected 

Ottoman orders to raid Christian villages, pointing out that since the Kurds 

were living off the local Christian population, he preferred killing Muslims. 

Ottoman religious propaganda suffered also from the conduct of some leaders 

as they drank alcohol, trusting that their behavior would go unnoticed as their 

undiluted drinks did not turn white.63  

Omer Nadji Bey and Scheubner Richter took part in the offensive. Following 

a military setback near Mianduab, Scheubner Richter held Sautchbulak against 

superior Russian forces for three more days before retreating on January 21. 

inadequate. Meanwhile, a second detachment under Omer Nadji Bey lost about 

half of its men. Another unit lost 200 of its 300 men on the march to the front. 
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The men simply ran away. Moreover, diminishing prospects for plunder also 

convinced Kurdish tribes that it was time to go home.64 

 

KURDISH POLITICS 

In early January 1916, the Ottoman government warned that the Russian 

side had been dispatching Armenians disguised as Muslims to Ottoman held 

territory. For his part, Khaidar Bey was more concerned about Kurdish leaders 

who had fought against Ottoman Troops months before. He warned that Sayyid 

Taha had met with Kurdish leaders like Simko Agha and that attacks by them 

might be imminent. Moreover, the Russians might arm the Nestorians for 

attacks on Ottoman territory. Soon, the authorities seized a letter from Simko 

Agha addressed to Kurdish leaders who had moved into Mosul province. At the 

same time, Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan invited those leaders to attend a meeting in 

order to coordinate future joint action. Local civil and military officials were put 

on alert. Secret counter-measures were taken. Agents would be deployed, but 

money for bribes and the like was lacking. The provincial authorities warned 

that none of the Kurdish refugees could be trusted. The Russians were 

spending large sums, which attracted the Persian Kurdish tribesmen, who 

lacked patriotism and religious devotion. Whoever paid them they would follow. 

The authorities arrested some emissaries from Simko Agha and Sayyid Taha 

who had been dressed as mullahs. The men had come from Van and Bashkale 

with the task of stirring up the Kurdish tribes and local population. Now, the 

authorities needed 50 LT. to reward their own agents for the arrests. The 

authorities kept intercepting spies and letters. Yusuf Kamil Bedirkhan, a relative 

of Abdurrezzak, had come from Tiflis to Van and dispatched messages to tribal 

leaders in the Bohtan. The tribes should raise a white flag and go over to the 

Russian side. The Kurdish leader presented himself as someone who could save 

the tribes from the dangers of the war. Throughout 1916, Yusuf Kamil 

Bedirkhan continued contacting Kurdish tribes like the Beytushebab tribe, 

which, anyhow, was considered by the Ottoman government to be treacherous. 

He had established a presence in Shatak, south of Van in the Bohtan region. 

The Guyan tribe killed the four Nestorian emissaries and turned over captured 

documents. The documents promised that a Kurdish Bedirkhan government 

would put an end to CUP cruelties. Sheriat law would be instituted and no taxes 

paid to Constantinople. Similarly, requisitions would end and a general amnesty 

be declared. Another document accused the CUP of intentionally destroying 

Islam, and first of all the Kurds, through the alliance with Germany and Austro-

64 Bundesarchiv, Abteilungen Freiburg, Nachlass Ritter, N 131/2, Scheubner Richter to 
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Hungary, which would inevitably lose the war. The documents had been 

approved by the Russian command. Give

language, Khaidar Bey planned to enlist the services of some Kurdish sheikhs 

to counter the propaganda.65 

 In May 1916, the Russians had overcome the Ottoman forces in Azerbaijan 

and triggered a wave of refugees. The Ottoman forces in the area were no 

longer a match for the Russian army, which pushed beyond Sautchbulak. By 

early June, Russian units were threatening Akra and Amadia. Khaidar Bey tried 

to put up a defense with whatever men he could find to face the enemy. Even 

tribes who had been allied with the Russians asked Khaidar Bey for shelter. 

Simko Agha negotiated protection for himself and about 1000 households. 

Khaidar Bey was willing to accept the request as he saw no other option. On 

May 8 more than 100 households of another tribe had entered Ottoman 

controlled territory. The authorities thought that the Kurdish leaders and their 

people were far from being trustworthy and took precautions against 

unwelcome surprises. On the other hand, they hoped that the new arrivals 

could rebuild the destroyed villages in the Bashkale region and start 

agriculture. They could function as a protection against future Russian 

incursions although some of them had been allied to Simko Agha. The new 

Acting Governor of Hakkari had been sent to the area with funds to support 

the refugees. Seeds were, however, still needed. Scheubner-Richter negotiated 

with two other leaders of the tribe of Simko Agha and learned that the latter 

was in Tiflis and the Russians had appointed new leaders. Thus, the tribesmen 

had broken with Simko Agha and were interested in some rapprochement with 

the Ottoman side. As the men had brought their families into Ottoman territory, 
66 Other 

new arrivals included Sayyid Abdullah, the grandson of Ottoman Senator Sayyid 

Abdulkadir, and his family. Before the war, Sayyid Abdullah had lost his land 

to his grand-

assumed that Sayyid Abdullah was not very useful at the moment as he was 

young and lacked influence. On the other hand, he was also unlikely to cause 
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trouble. In the future, however, the government could use him if it chose to 

ernor had also 

taken in Sayyid Mehmed and his family, another relative of Senator Sayyid 

Abdulkadir, whom he deemed worthwhile adding to the roster of Shemdinan 

sheikhs under government control. He gave the new arrivals 50 LT to make 

their way to Mosul and asked the Ministry of Interior for further instructions as 

to their places of exile in western Ottoman provinces. The families remained, 

however, in Mosul. By late 1916, Khaidar Bey had on file an impressive list of 

Kurdish leaders who received government subsidies in recognition of the 

services they had rendered or those that were still expected from them. Khaidar 

Bey also secured funding for valuable religious Persian leaders, for instance 

Muslim cleric Mevlana Sadiq.67 

Kurdish efforts to overthrow Ottoman rule continued into 1917. According 

to Ottoman intelligence the Russians had promised Sayyid Taha the creation of 

a Kurdish government at his ancestral home in Shemdinan, which would 

include the control of Revanduz. Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan was to rule Amadia, 

Zakho and the Bohtan. Meanwhile, Ottoman authorities kept busy executing 

their emissaries.68 

influence over the tribes served as a counter-weight against Kurdish nationalist 

aspirations. In recognition of his services he had been promoted to full 

governor in October 1915. The army supported him fully, and he enjoyed 

excellent relations with Khalil Bey.69 

In 1917, the Russian revolution led to a collapse of the Russian war effort 

on the Ottoman front. The sudden changes left Sayyid Taha and Abdurrezzak 

Bedirkhan with few options. In April, Khaidar Bey reported their arrival in the 

region. He suspected that they were preparing operations against the Ottomans 

following the fall of Baghdad to the British and the weakening of the 

tribes had already begun fleeing from Dohuk sub-district. Anticipating further 

67 -98, Khaidar to DH, Akra, June 10, 1916; 523-34, Khaidar to DH, Akra, 
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69 Bâb- -328273, Grand Vizirate to DH, Oct. 4, 1915; -

113, Sixth Army Command to DH, Erbil, Aug. 26, 1916. 



114

trouble, Khaidar Bey was deploying units to prevent attacks from the tribesmen. 

some business. He left his family behind to reassure the authorities. 

Nevertheless, the governor ordered strict surveillance of the entire clan. Thus, 

the security forces quickly seized the eight women and one child when they 

attempted to flee, and for good measure also brought in Sayyid Abdullah and 

another Sheikh. The entire party was then returned to Mosul, where they joined 

the family of Sayyid Taha under the watchful eyes of the police. The latter had 

r felt that the time 

had come to send the entire troublesome group westward, where Senator 

Abdulkadir Bey might take care of them.70 

Finally, in May Sayyid Taha himself fled with Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian 

prisoners of war from Russian hospitality to Amadia in Ottoman controlled 

territory. Talaat Bey instructed the authorities at Mosul that Sayyid Taha as well 

as Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan and their families should be warmly received and 

taken to Mosul. At a later time, the people should be sent to Constantinople 

under guard. And indeed, a few days afterwards, Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan as 

well offered his surrender. Both Kurdish leaders were to go to Mosul. In line 

with his instructions, Khaidar Bey wanted to send both men to Constantinople 

for negotiations. As things developed according to plan, Talaat Bey was pleased 

and confirmed his initial instructions. Moreover, he suggested that Khaidar Bey 

should also secure the surrender of Yusuf Kamil Bedirkhan. On June 12, 

Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan had reached Mosul. But before Khaidar Bey could see 

him off, he had to wait for the return of the military commander. The latter 

advanced the travel expenses, and all seemed ready for a departure on June 

17. However, Abdurrezzak Bey had to remain in Mosul until the government 

pardoned him. This was a fatal decision. According to police director Khalid 

Bey, Captain Ferid Bey killed the Kurdish leader by serving him poison at the 

Mosul Military Command.71 
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For his part, Sayyid Taha succeeded in realigning himself with the CUP for 

the time being. In January 1918, the provincial and military authorities included 

his entourage in a settlement scheme in Akra sub-district. Together with a 

abandoned villages. While the documentation does not provide further details 

possessions must have been substantial as the military was willing to give him 

one hundred transport animals for the move to Akra at a time when transport 

capacities were a prime asset. The authorities hoped that the settlement effort 

might be expanded as up to one hundred households of refugees from Van 

coul

entourage was a much costlier affair than had been anticipated as the latter 

demanded 1500 LT in coin from the authorities.72  

Following his transfer, first to Bitlis province and later on to Van province, 

Khaidar Bey remained with Sayyid Taha. He highlighted that the man had 

surrendered to the authorities in 1912. Reaching some mutual understanding, 

the Kurdish leader had returned to his home region to work for the Khalifat, 

speak the CUP. It was for that reason that he had been active in the Persian 

border region. Upon the declaration of war, the Russians had seized him from 

the Ottoman consulate at Tabriz and interned him in Orenburg. In March 1917, 

following the revolution, he escaped to Mosul, where he surrendered to Khaidar 

Bey. In 1918, Sayyid Taha led a 600-man-strong Kurdish tribal unit against 

Armenians in Azerbaijan. Given the valuable services he had rendered, Khaidar 

Bey enlisted Sayyid Taha in the Van provincial security forces. Sayyid Taha 

from Beytushebab to Mosul. Soon after, Sayyid Taha ran into trouble with the 

Persian authorities, lost his properties near Urmia and was hardly able to 

escape to Ottoman territory. Thus, Khaidar Bey supported settling him near 

Shemdinan and providing sufficient seed grain. He financially supported Sayyid 

Taha because of his great influence on Kurdish tribes and since the latter had, 

371/6500/132/3557, Hilmi Abdulkadir Bey, No. 2789, enclosure in, Rumbold to 

Curzon, Constantinople, Mar. 16, 1921, N. 277/1983/24. For a highly critical 
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as in 1917, no independent income. For the same reasons, he suggested a 

monthly government allowance of 50 LT for Sayyid Taha. After the war, the 

Kemalists even made him nominally a Member of Parliament. By that time, 

 the 

British, trying to push up the price for his services.73  

The different treatment of the two Kurdish leaders can be in part explained 

by the size of the Bedirkhan clan. The victim had close male relatives. Thus, he 

was not an undisputed representative 

claim the franchise. Captured Russian documents had implicated him as a pro-

active and trusted operative. His nationalist agenda was also in clear 

ight 

have preferred to eliminate its opponent rather than give him a chance to 

prolong his political career. His death was also a warning to other Kurds with 

that he was more interested in his personal advancement than a more abstract 

national cause. He was a main contender for the leadership of his constituency 

and could be used for Ottoman operations in the important Persian border 

regions. Killing him would also have establi

control over the Shemdinan Kurds. Sayyid Abdulkadir was a CUP ally, but the 

party did not entirely trust him. Therefore, a divide-and-rule strategy might 

have appealed to Talaat Bey and his associates.  

 

A MAVERICK 

In early 1915, the Ottoman government began removing Armenian officials 

from their posts in the eastern provinces. Many Armenian police officers lost 

their job or fared even worse. In Mosul province, the situation was very 

different as, remarkably, an Armenian remained in a key position and was going 

to play a critical role throughout the war and afterwards. In March 1915, 

governor Reshid Bey brought accusations against Police Director Khalid Bey. 

The latter had converted to Islam in 1886, which the governor suspected was 

only for career reasons or to help Armenian militants. In reality, the official was 

an Armenian militant as well. The governor considered the man to be 

unreliable, especially in matters relating to Armenians. In sum, he had to be 

removed. Indeed, 

profession had been as an Armenian teacher. Following his conversion, he rose 

73 -27, Khaidar to DH, Van, Mar. 16, 1919; Türkiye Cumhuriyeti, Türkiye 
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in the police service of Mush district, where he helped prominent Armenian 

militants, like Andranik and Kevork, who were fighting against the old regime 

before the 1908 revolution. It is not clear how Reshid Bey learned about Khalid 

network led by militants of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF).74 Far 

from removing the Armenians from the police staff, the Ministry of Interior 

planned to transfer three Armenian policemen from Van to Mosul.75 Acting 

Governor Bedri Bey, a close confidant of Reshid Bey, protested against the 

transfer and urged his superiors to send the men to Kastamonu or Konia 

province. As reason for his protest, he pointed to an ongoing investigation into 

enemy espionage and the need to keep Ottoman operations in Persia secret. 

Apparently, Armenian militants were no longer an issue for the Mosul police 

administration.76 However, the Ministry of Interior did cancel the transfer.77 

The change of policy had been brought about by a decision of the Ministry of 

War on March 12, which removed Armenians from regular combat and 

gendarmerie units. In line with this decision, the army had also ordered the 

removal of Armenian policemen from duty as a precaution against seditious 

activities. In the eastern provinces 64 Armenian police personnel fell under the 

measure.78 

Khalid Bey escaped the purge and continued to assist Armenians. Before 

his assignment to Mosul, he had been in Baghdad. There he had found a file 

on Armenians prepared under Governor Reshid Bey, who had also served as 

governor of that province. The document indicated that the Armenians had to 

the accusations were all fabrications. The local Armenians were well integrated 

ng that the file 

might have costly consequences for the Armenian community, Suleiman Nazif 

Bey burned it.79 Later in the summer of 1915, when at Mosul, Khalid Bey 

the men to consult with local Arab circles. The Armenian community was very 

small, numbering about thirty to forty households. As the people had come 

originally from Siirt, they all spoke the Arabic dialect of that town. The 
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intervention resulted in the delay and finally cancellation of deportations. Khalid 

cordial, and Mosul turned into a shelter for Armenian deportees.80 It was only 

n became 

precarious. In April 1918, Memduh Bey denounced the police director as being 

no longer reliable and requested his transfer to Diarbekir province.81 

 

THE OTTOMAN OFFICIAL DEPORTATION POLICY 

In late May 1915, the Ottoman government began its deportation program 

targeting the entire Ottoman Armenian population, with only minor exceptions. 

According to a demographic formula, the deportees were to be distributed 

mostly in Arab regions of the empire. The fact that Mosul province did not have 

a substantial Armenian population qualified it as a so-called destination area for 

Armenian deportees. At the start of the general deportations, on May 23, 1915, 

the Ottoman government informed the authorities in Mosul that it would deport 

Armenians from Van, Bitlis and Erzurum province to the province. Detailed 

instructions would follow. The officials had to move the Armenians to the 

southern part of the province, i.e. Kirkuk district. The people should be 

dispersed in villages and small towns while new houses would be constructed 

for them. In case of need, entirely new villages could be formed. The latter had 

to be at least 25 kilometers distant from the planned Baghdad railway line and 

border areas. Local officials were responsible for settlement and deportations 

within the province as well as the protection and provisioning of the deportees. 

The Armenians were allowed to bring unlimited movable possessions with 

them.82 On June 10 Deputy Minister of the Interior Ali Munif Bey advised Mosul 

province that 5000 LT had been transferred to the province for expenses 

incurred by deporting and settling Armenians. Moreover, he announced that 

detailed regulations had been mailed.83 About ten days later, the Ministry of 

Interior limited the projected settlement area within the province by excluding 

regions to the north and east of the planned Baghdad railway line.84 The central 

government also needed information about locations and available land and 

how many people could be settled there.85 The inquiry came at a time when the 

government was extending the deportations to all of the eastern provinces and 

Cilicia, thereby covering the core area of Armenian communities in the 

Ottoman Empire. The deportees had to be kept separate from the local 

80 Baghdoyan, Exile, pp. 547, 550. 
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Armenian population. Newly established Armenian villages had to be at least 

five hours distant from each other and could not be located in strategic areas 

or at places that were suitable for self-defense. Moreover, Armenian children 

had to attend government schools, and the opening of Armenian schools was 

prohibited. All correspondence had to be in Turkish. The provincial authorities 

reported continuously on the number of deportees who had newly arrived and 

on those they had already settled and where.86 

In early July 1915, the government started deportations in the Ottoman 

western provinces, too. The Ministry of Interior now specified the settlement 

areas in Mosul province. The entire southern and western part of the province, 

including the villages and towns in Kirkuk province, were acceptable for 

settlement. No Armenian deportee was allowed within 80 kilometers of the 

Persian border. At the same time, the 25-kilometer exclusion zone along the 

projected Baghdad Railway line was maintained.87 Given the extent of the 

ongoing displacements, the central government ordered an improvised census. 

Provincial authorities had to provide statistics and maps detailing the local 

population and their nationality by town and village. At the same time, Ali Munif 

Bey urged the officials at Mosul to forward the needed data on Armenian 

deportees within the province. Most provincial administrations failed, however, 

to deliver the material on time.88 The Ottoman plans for deportations suffered 

a setback in late July when the Third Army stopped deportations to Mosul. The 

military feared that in case of a Russian breakthrough south of Van Armenian 

from the direction of Diarbekir and Harput had to be sent to Urfa and Der Zor 

districts.89 
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In August, the provincial authorities had to provide further information 

about arriving deportee caravans, like the number of deportees in the caravan 

and their condition.90 Following the defeat of the Nestorians in Hakkari district, 

the Ministry of Interior felt confident about the military situation in the province 

and added Akra and Dohuk sub-districts to the settlement area on 25 

September. The Mosul authorities had requested the extension as the southern 

areas of the province were too close to the railway line and the western areas 

had been cultivated, meaning that there was no arable land available. Thus, 

both sub-districts would receive 500 households or about 2000 deportees 

each. The measure also took into account that capacities in other so-called 

destination areas were reaching, if not surpassing, their limits.91 

On October 27, the Ministry of Interior stopped further deportations from 

the western provinces while allowing some exceptions. The order concerned 

only the comparably few Armenians who had not been registered for 

deportation yet. The order was reiterated and extended to eastern provinces 

and the settlement areas on 22 December. Apparently local governors made 

liberal use of loopholes, so Talaat Bey reiterated his instructions in March 1916 

and again in June 1917. The government also changed its policy banning or 

severely limiting Armenian conversions. Armenians who had not been deported 

so far or had been exempted by central government permit could convert to 

Islam.92 At the same time, Talaat Bey ordered another count of the Armenian 

resident population and the deportees. As usual provincial authorities were 

ding the data.93  

In April 1916, the Ministry of Interior demanded the next count of Armenians 

and faced, once more, slow responses. Five months later, the provincial 
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authorities had to conduct a further census.94 The count ordered in February 

1917 aimed at identifying the places of origin of deportees and the locations 

where the authorities had placed them.95 Five months later, the focus of the 

follow-up count was on property. The Ministry wanted to learn the value of 

Armenian immovable property and how many Armenians were living in their 

own houses. Finally, the central authorities were interested in how many 

buildings had been given to refugees or immigrants and how many had been 

auctioned off. The authorities at Mosul had not deported any resident 

Armenians. Only 253 Armenian males and 262 Armenian females, a total of 

515 local Armenians, were living in the province as residents. As nobody had 

been deported, there was no abandoned property available for distribution.96 

In April 1918, the central government ordered a count of converts, family size, 

details on the extended family, employment, and an assessment of their 

character by police and civil officials.97 
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15, 1917; Murat -

, 

-45. 
96 -225, Talaat to Adrianople, Adana, Ankara, Bitlis, Beirut, Aleppo Bursa, 

Balikesir, Caesarea, Kutahia, Marash, Menteshe, Nighde, Mount Lebanon, July 29, 

1917; 561-48, Nuri to DH, Mosul, Aug. 4, 1917. 
97 -45, Talaat to Adrianople, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Bitlis, Beirut, Aleppo, 

Bursa, Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Urfa, 

Ismid, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, 



122

DEATH MARCHES AND MASSACRE 

 Government correspondence with the provincial authorities suggested that 

the Armenian deportations were an orderly administrative operation. This was, 

however, far from the truth, and Constantinople knew it. At the time the 

Ministry of Interior forwarded its directives to Mosul, Governor Reshid Bey in 

neighboring Diarbekir provin

Armenian population and those deportees that had to pass through his area of 

control. Mosul province became involved in these operations when the 

Diarbekir governor informed Khaidar Bey that 614 Armenians were on their 

way to Mosul by river raft. The Mosul authorities still lacked instructions on 

what they should do with arriving deportees. Thus, the governor shared the 

information from Diarbekir province with his superiors and asked for 

instructions.98 In his response, Ali Munif Bey avoided any statement about the 

Armenians from Diarbekir and limited himself to announcing that detailed 

instructions had been mailed. The officials at Constantinople knew, however, 

that a massacre had taken place.99 By the time Ali Munif Bey sent his answer, 

Khaidar Bey had already informed German Consul Walter Holstein about what 

had happened. The river rafts had reached Mosul empty on June 9. All 614 

Armenians had been slaughtered. Corpses and body parts floated down the 

Tigris providing physical evidence of the crime. Khaidar Bey implicated the 

Diarbekir governor as responsible for the massacre. Holstein understood that 

the deportee caravans on the way to Mosul were facing the same fate. He 

requested 200 LT from the German Embassy to start relief work. The consul 

feared the massacres in Diarbekir province might spread to Mosul province as 

parts of the population might try to take advantage of the situation. Moreover, 

the anti-Nestorian campaign resembled a persecution of Christians that could 

easily get out of hand.100 

When former Mardin Governor Hilmi Bey passed through Mosul, he shared 

confidential and detailed information about the extent of the massacres in 

Diarbekir province with Holstein. Khaidar Bey, too, continued passing on 

intelligence the Ottoman central authorities were hiding from the German 

massacres. According to Christian informers, Khaidar Bey had thwarted a plot 

by Reshid Bey to murder Shefik 

Caesarea, Afion, Eskishehir, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Nighde, Mount Lebanon, Apr. 

3, 1918. 
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Mosul governor told the German consul that only a third of the deportees who 

had set out from Diarbekir province had arrived in his own jurisdiction. All men 

had been killed. Kurds had taken many of the young women and girls. Khaidar 

Bey promised to prevent similar outrages within his area of control.101 

The number of arrivals confirmed the news about the massacres. By July 21, 

approximately six hundred Armenian, Chaldean, and Syrian Orthodox women 

and children had arrived in Mosul from Diarbekir province and Siirt. About the 

same number was about to arrive soon. Their condition defied description. 

Every day people died of hunger as the provincial authorities lacked funds for 

feeding them. Earlier, the Ministry of Interior had given permission that the 

local Syrian Orthodox and Chaldean communities could take care of those 

women and children who had arrived from Siirt and Bashkale.102 In view of the 

misery, Holstein handed over 300 LT from consular funds to the authorities 

for clothing, bread and relief work. He acted on his own initiative without 

waiting for prior authorization from the embassy and was willing to privately 

repay the sum if ordered to do so. Khaidar Bey, for his part, informed his 

superiors more than a month later.103 Deportees who escaped the massacres 

in Diarbekir province had to make their way to Mosul surviving on what plants 

they could find along the way.104 

In their reporting Khaidar Bey and Holstein both tried to demonstrate that 

they were following orders. This was imperative as the Ottoman central 

authorities watched German activities with suspicion. On July 28, 1915 Talaat 

Bey warned provincial authorities that German officers, officials, and civilians 

were working to gain influence. Provincial officials had to secretly investigate 

the matter.105 Khaidar Bey reported that Holstein had tried to interfere in a 

friendly manner with government policy, as the French, English, and Russian 

consuls had done before the abrogation of the Capitulations. Stressing that he 

opposed German influence, the Acting Governor explained that he recognized 
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the consul only as a commercial representative and rejected any attempt by the 

latter to act as intermediary between the population and the government.106  

The German Embassy saw things differently. Enraged by claims that 

Germany had been the instigator of the Armenian massacres, Acting 

Ambassador Prince Ernst Von Hohenlohe ordered Holstein to forcefully protest 

against the slander and repudiate it. Holstein lost no time and briefed Khaidar 

Bey about his instructions and the German views on the ongoing massacres. 

The governor warned that Holstein might make a public statement about 

German views with regard to the atrocities.107 At the same time, the Chaldean 

Patriarch of Mosul had drafted a memorandum on the atrocities against his 

flock in Diarbekir province and Siirt. Khaidar Bey warned that the cleric might 

openly cable the text to Constantinople.108 As corpses kept being swept ashore 

in the province by the Tigris, Khaidar Bey took an active interest in one. The 

authorities were unable to identify the person but ascertained that the victim 

had not been murdered nearby. It seemed that the person was one of the many 

killed in Diarbekir province.109 In the case of another Armenian corpse found 

only one hour distant from Mosul city, the governor ordered an investigation. 

It turned out that the dead man had been a deportee from Kharput who had 

died when he moved together with some Armenian families from Dohuk to 

Mosul.110 Evidently, the governor was eager to demonstrate that crimes against 

Armenian deportees were not tolerated in his province. 

The increasingly unaccommodating German position induced Talaat Bey to 

undertake efforts to convince the German ambassador that the government 

was doing its best to prevent massacres of deportees and avoid suffering. The 

circumstances provided Khaidar Bey with a favorable opportunity to bring up 

the matter of the 300 LT he had received in July. He informed his superiors 

that upon instruction from his embassy Holstein intended to donate the sum 

for the clothing of deported Armenian women and children. As such expenses 

money. However, due to the involvement of the German Embassy, he deemed 

it wise to inform the Ministry of Interior. Talaat Bey had little room to maneuver 

and allowed Khaidar Bey to accept the sum which, in reality, had been spent 

weeks before.111  
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In September 1915, the Mosul authorities were anticipating the arrival of 

more than 10,000 Armenian deportees who had set out from Mardin. They 

planned to settle 1000 households in Kirkuk district and 500 households in 

Akra and Dohuk sub-districts to the north of Mosul.112 As it turned out, only 

2000 Armenians had survived the death march and massacres following their 

departure from Mardin. Most survivors were women and children aged eight 

to ten. Intact family units were hard to find among the deportees. It was out of 

the question to dispatch them to the assigned areas and settle them there. The 

people could not work in agriculture and build their own homes. Providing for 

the arrivals on a permanent basis presented a problem for the provincial 

authorities. Thus, Khaidar Bey planned to allow artisans to settle in Mosul and 

engage in trades. Others could work as maids in houses of respectable people. 

Those who were sick would be treated and placed elsewhere later on. The 

Ottoman central authorities had allowed the placing of Armenian children in 

Muslim households for their education, i.e. assimilation. But this was only 

allowed in locations without an Armenian population and no foreign residents. 

The Ministry of Interior, nevertheless, approved it, thereby abandoning its 

policy of keeping Armenians out of the big cities as far as Mosul province was 

concerned.113 

At no point, did large intact deportee caravans arrive from the direction of 

Diarbekir province. The vast majority of the deportees continued to fall victim 

to the death squads of Diarbekir Governor Reshid Bey. The fate of one convoy 

is relatively well documented. On their way back from Hakkari to Mosul, 

his province. Near the camps of a Kurdish tribe who had fled from the border 

region, the governor and his staff decided to rest and prepare lunch. 

Astardjian, whom Khaidar Bey had heavily armed, started wandering around 

alone. He came across a large group of almost naked, barefoot women and 

children. The group of about 300 Armenians had all the marks of a deportee 

caravan. Kurdish villagers were selling food to them. The people were scared 

when they saw the approaching armed physician, who tried to calm them down 

by speaking to them in Armenian. The deportees were, however, suspicious as 

they could not imagine that any young Armenian men could still be alive, in 

Ottoman service and even well-
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and secretary, called him for lunch, Astardjian refused and remained with the 

deportees. Finally, Khaidar Bey joined him and expressed his sympathy for the 

fate of the deportees and what Astardjian was going through at that moment. 

As an Albanian, the governor cursed the CUP in harsh terms and asked the 

physician to join him at lunch in order to avoid suspicion from those army 

officers who were Turks. Astardjian asked the governor for help in order to 

protect the deportees. Khaidar Bey gave him the requested fifteen gendarmes 

and, in addition, Ali Bey for further support. It took the caravan eight days to 

gendarmes requisitioned animals for the transport of the deportees. Other 

gendarmes were sent ahead to prepare quarters and arrange food. During 

conversations with the deportees, Astardjian heard for the first time about the 

murder of Armenian intellectuals. It was then that he understood that Khaidar 

Bey had been protecting him from fanatics during the previous months. The 

modern guns Astardjian had been given added a further deterrent. On arrival, 

he placed the deportees in two large buildings on the outskirts of Mosul. The 

mayor of the town, Sayyid Emin Efendi, organized a commission in charge of 

relief for the Armenians. Upon their recovery, the deportees left the shelters 

and many were able to work and earn their living.114  

One of the Armenian survivors in that caravan was Kayane Abrahamian from 

Erzurum. She described how in Diarbekir province gendarmes had murdered 

deportees whom they had suspected of hiding money. A few days after leaving 

Mardin, the gendarmes separated the men from the caravan and massacred 

them. Only two men disguised as women survived. The so-called security 

guards also sold women and children to local Arabs for small sums. Out of eight 

thousand deportees that had set out from Erzurum only three hundred arrived 

in Djezire. Abrahamian described how Astardjian and Ali Bey had met her 

group. She identified one of the buildings the officials had placed the deportees 

in as a Dominican compound on the banks of the Tigris River. Apparently, this 

was a quarantine measure, and after a month the people were free to go where 

they wanted. Several women who had been deported from Tadim (Tadem) 

village near Kharpert had stayed there as well. Abrahamian worked for some 

time as a private teacher and was able to walk around the city, where she saw 

Scheubner and his staff. She had seen the German officer during her 

deportation, when the latter had visited Erzindjan. As a single woman, it was 

important for her to be able to change her work and location at short notice in 

114 In his memoirs, Astardjian recalls that the group numbered 3000 people. This 

number appears to be high in view of the massacres in Diarbekir province. Moreover, 

Abrahamian reported in 1918 that the convoy had only 300 survivors. Astardjian, 

Struggle, pp. 33-37. 
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order to avoid the demands of Muslim men. A Catholic priest helped 

Abrahamian by placing her with a family for six months. When rumors of a 

pending massacre spread in Mosul, Consul Holstein sheltered her in a room 

for three days. In the end, the underground railway secured her escape to 

British lines near Baghdad.115 

Rape of Armenian deportees was rampant. Survivors stated that practically 

all girls above the age of eight had been raped. Army officers raped girls as 

young as five or six years old and later passed on their victims to Arabs, 

Circassians and Kurds. Many of the victims were tattooed by their captors. 

Others were left to beg for bread in the streets. At times, Muslim women 

assisted their husbands in abducting Armenian girls the couple would then use 

as slaves in the house and for sexual exploitation.116 

Given the situation along the deportation routes, very few Armenian 

deportees actually reached Mosul province although the central government 

had designated Mosul as a major destination area. By December 1915, the 

authorities reported that about two thousand three hundred Armenians were 

in this province.117 In February 1916, governor Khaidar Bey stated that there 

were no Armenians in the province, probably alluding to the insignificant 

number of Armenian residents of the pre-war time. No one had been deported 

from the province. By April 1916, the authorities had sent 2650 Armenian 

deportees to Kirkuk district while another 2301 would follow once means of 

transport had become available.118 In November 1916, 9074 Armenian 

deportees had been registered in Mosul province. 1504 were in Dohuk 

subdistrict, 2650 in Kirkuk district while 4920 had remained in Mosul city and 

its surroundings. Khaidar Bey listed 257 long-term residents separately as he 

did with 205 mostly male Protestants; a part of them might have been 

Armenians.119 During the winter the number of Armenians dropped 

significantly. Thus, in March 1917 only 7286 lived in the province, including 

253 long-term Armenian residents.120 In other words, the Armenian deportee 

population had declined by about two thousand persons or well over twenty 
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percent within only four months. More shocking were, however, the overall low 

arrival figures. In sum, being sent to Mosul by way of Diarbekir province 

became an almost certain death sentence for Armenian deportees. 

 

DEPORTEES FROM DER ZOR 

The independent district of Der Zor to the west of Mosul province was a 

major destination area for Armenian deportees. The desert region was sparsely 

populated. It lacked arable land and infrastructure. Nevertheless, the Ottoman 

government kept sending ever increasing numbers into the desert. In the fall 

of 1915, the situation became untenable and officials considered the onward 

transfer of deportees further east to Mosul. Given the logistics involved, this 

was a very daring idea. 

On December 29, 1915, Der Zor district reported that more than 200,000 

deportees were on the way to the region. The authorities urgently needed funds 

for supplies and forwarding Armenians to other areas. The district authorities 

had hardly enough funds to dispatch 15,000 Armenians from Rasulain to Mosul 

by the end of the year.121 Still, Talaat Bey instructed Mosul province to make the 

necessary preparations for the arrival of the deportees.122 Only 3000 

Armenians had departed for Mosul when the military stopped the transfer. The 

route from Nusaibin to Mosul had been reserved for military transport.123 

Deportee caravans had contaminated that route with typhus and other 

contagious diseases thereby endangering military supplies. Consequently, the 

deportees had to take other roads.124 The alternative route led from Der Zor 

city north along the Khabur River and then eastward towards Mount Sinjar, 

where security forces would take over the caravans. The deportees would 

supposedly receive rations for 10 days on departure from Der Zor.125  

The number of Armenians at Der Zor ready for deportation to Mosul stood 

at 15,000.126 By February 25, Der Zor authorities had emptied a concentration 

camp outside the town when 7000 Armenians left for Mosul.127 It is possible 

that five women from Tadem village were among those deportees. Turvanda 

Haboian and her companions had survived the death march from Harput 

121 -39, Kamil to DH, Zor, Dec. 29, 1915. 
122 -190, Talaat to Mosul, Jan. 3, 1916. 
123 -32, Suad to DH, Zor, Jan. 5, 1916; 667-31, Suad to DH, Rasulain, Jan. 

8, 1916. 
124 -219, Talaat to Zor, Feb. 3, 1916. 
125 Armenian Assembly of America (AAA), Krieger files, reel 35. Asim to Ministry of 

Interior, Jan. 25, 1916. 
126 -104, Suad to DH, Zor, Jan. 18/19, 1916. 
127 -3, Suad to DH, Feb. 25, -96, Suad to DH, Zor, 

Apr. 26, 1916. 



129

province to Urfa, where they had been caught up in the self-defense of the local 

Armenian community. In early 1916, they had reached Der Zor in the company 

of some Armenian deportees from Adabazar. On their way from Der Zor to 

Mosul the women had walked through the desert for 10 days with a small group 

of Adabazar Armenians. Many deportees died on the march to Mosul from lack 

of water and exhaustion. Gendarmes escorting the deportees robbed them, but 

these gendarmes were arrested for their crimes by security forces from Mosul 

when they were handing over the deportees to the Mosul authorities.128  

On April 4, 1916, Talaat Bey informed the Fourth Army Commander Djemal 

Pasha that the government lacked funds for feeding the Armenian deportees 

area of control. As a solution, he suggested that the Ministry of Interior could 

organize the transfer of all deportees from those provinces to Persia by way of 

Der Zor. Given the Russian advance to the east of Mosul and the lack of 

transport and funding, the offer was more like an invitation for Djemal Pasha 

to give up his protection of Armenian deportees and tacitly consent to them 

being sent into the desert with little hope of survival. The general, however, 

declined the invitation and secured the survival of well-over a hundred 

thousand Armenians in his area.129  

Around May 23, a 2000-person-strong deportee caravan arrived in Mosul. 

When, a week later, provincial authorities learned that another deportee 

caravan of 3000 had set out from Der Zor, they alerted the central 

government. Due to military setbacks on the Persian border, it was no longer 

safe to send large numbers of Armenians to the province. Thus, deportations 

had to be stopped until the enemy had been driven out. Sixth Army Commander 

Khalil Pasha, too, demanded the return of the 3000 Armenians to Der Zor as 

Mosul province was in the war zone by then. In response, Talaat Bey instructed 

Der Zor district to take back the caravan and desist from sending deportees to 

Mosul province. The matter had become such a priority that the Sixth Army 

even deployed cavalry to return the Armenians to Der Zor. Thus, by June 4, 

the deportees were back in the deserts of Der Zor. The stopping of deportations 

to Mosul triggered a stopping of deportations until further notice from Aleppo 

to Der Zor. For the time being, the deportees had to remain in areas within 

128 Aram Kaloosdian, 

Armenian Genocide, Portsmouth, NH, Peter E. Randall, 2015, p. 111; Khacher Hakob 

 The Armenian Genocide: Testimonies 

of the Eyewitness Survivors, Yerevan, National Academy of Sciences, 2011, p. 295; 

 
129 

Armenian Armenian of Jordan. Proceedings of the Conference (22-24 

May 2016 ed. Antranig Dakessian (Beirut: Haigazian University Press, 2019), p. 57. 



130

Aleppo province. Similarly, Der Zor district had to accommodate all deportees 

within the district and was not allowed to send anyone outside it. On June 18, 

Talaat Bey ordered the onward deportation of all Armenian deportees from 

Aleppo to Der Zor.130 

This was not all; Mosul province was also returning to Der Zor 5000 

deportees who had come in April. The provincial administration claimed that 

the people had arrived only on June 6, thereby falling under the Ministry of 

Interior

warned that the situation of the 40,000 deportees in the district was desperate. 

The authorities lacked funds and depended on credit from the Fourth Army for 

food. The district urgently needed more funds.131 

In April 1917, Der Zor governor Abdulkadir Bey claimed that all Armenian 

refugees who had come to Der Zor had been sent on to Mosul. He demanded 

that all Armenians from historical Cilicia who had been left in the settlement 

areas sho 132 Deportation to Mosul had 

become synonymous with annihilation. 

 

THE SINJAR MOUNTAIN 

The Sinjar 

opposite Mosul; starting about 25 miles west of the city, it runs in a semi-

circular form across the plain for 70 miles, where it sinks again to the level of 

the low ground at a distance of 25 

I the local Yezidi community inhabited about 45 villages. At times the tribesmen 

entertained hostile relations with neighboring Arab and Kurdish tribes.133 

community had 

been one of repression, abductions, and massacre. The preeminent party 

ideologue, Ziya Gokalp Bey, and his relatives, the Pirintchtchizades of 

Diarbekir, had solidified their prominent position in Diarbekir province in 1908 

during a campaign of extermination against Yezidi tribes on the plains West of 

Mardin. In the following years, Yezidi tribesmen of the Tur Abdin to the East of 
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Mardin became targets. In their mountain hideouts, the tribesmen withstood 

government aggression and offered refuge to Armenian deportees in 1915.134  

did not expect much benefit from recruiting Yezidis into the army but accepted 

the offer of a donation of 1500 LT from the Sinjar community. Thus, the 

Ministry of Interior allowed the payment of a military exemption tax in lieu of 

military service by Yezidis. But payment was not fast forthcoming. By February 

14, 1915, the Yezidis had paid only 920 LT. Mosul Governor Reshid Bey had 

nothing positive to report on the community. Yezidi recruits had been deserting 

the army in droves, and he called for the execution of offenders as the only 

possible solution. It seems that Reshid Bey did not obey orders in regard to the 

military exemption of the Yezidis. Following his departure from Mosul, the 

provincial authorities inquired about the matter with the Ministry of Interior, 

only to learn that definitive instructions had been given about two months 

earlier.135 

In March, a report circulated that Yezidis had robbed a mail coach that had 

set out from Mosul under the guard of gendarmes. Thus, security along the 

route from Mosul to Diarbekir province needed to be improved. Moreover, 

tensions within the Yezidi community of the Sinjar Mountain escalated. The 

local sub-district governor reported that during a raid, gendarmes were 

trapped between the lines and suffered wounded and dead. Even worse, 

hundreds of Armenian deportees, army deserters, and tribesmen were seeking 

refuge in the mountain area. In view of the situation, the official demanded the 

dispatch of a large force. Mosul province dispatched 65 gendarmes, including 

fifteen mounted, in addition to those who had been sent earlier. The force was, 

however, insufficient, and reinforcements from the military were needed. 

Conditions on the mountain did not improve fast. The gendarmerie commander 

had difficulty bringing the situation under control despite martial law. Securing 

full control over the area would probably have to wait until the end of the war 

as the forces needed for the purpose were tied up elsewhere. Whatever the 

gendarmerie detachment had achieved, by July 1915 it had been undone, and 

Sinjar was in full rebellion. While the Yezidis were not strong enough to launch 

large operations, they were capable of employing hit-and-run tactics. They 

regularly attacked caravans traveling along the desert route north of Sinjar, 
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thereby obtaining weapons and much needed provisions. Trebizond Governor 

Djemal Azmi Bey, a leading CUP member and responsible for the annihilation 

influence on Ottoman society. Allegedly Yezidis were leaning towards non-

Muslims, speak Christians and especially Protestants. The latter were their 

spiritual brothers. Some Yezidis carried Muslim names but then gave their 

children Armenian ones under the influence of the Protestants. Djemal Azmi 

called for the arrest of the community leaders and their deportation to Western 

provinces. This alone would secure the Mosul route. The deportation route 

between Der Zor and Mosul was similarly affected. Yezidi attacks on the 

caravans provided opportunities for Armenian deportees to flee and seek 

shelter on the Sinjar Mountain. The Mosul authorities dragged their feet and 

claimed that they lacked adequate reinforcements. For the time being, all they 

could do was to send out spies to Sinjar and launch limited punitive measures. 

In the end, some stolen items could be restored. More important was 

intelligence that some Syrian Orthodox had fled from Midiat in Mardin district 

to Sinjar after their self-defense had been overcome by Ottoman forces. 

Rumors about Armenian deportees hiding in the area were, however, not 

confirmed. For his part, Khaidar Bey attributed the entire problem to the 

incapacity of the sub-district governor, who had to be removed. Talaat Bey, 

however, did not see any benefit in a reshuffle and had no interest in sending 

an official from Constantinople unless ample documentation was provided in 

-

district governors on his black list. While Khaidar Bey downplayed the entire 

affair, the Sinjar refuge became well-known among some Armenian deportees 

in Der Zor district. Many planned their escape to the mountain, which was 

visible from the Khabur River. Crossing the desert was, however, dangerous, 

and Arab guides could turn out to be bandits who would rob and kill the 

deportees along the way.136 

In January 1917, the Ministry of Interior investigated suspected Armenian 

militant activities along the railway line near Rasulain. The men probably 

belonged to the same network as Mosul Police Director Khalid Bey did. In 

response, officials in Der Zor reported that they had no evidence but they had 

136 DH. 51-2, Talaat to Diarbekir, Mar. 14, 1915; 466-44, Besim to DH, Mosul, Mar. 
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Feb. 24, 1916; 508-75, Djemal Azmi to DH, Trebizond, Feb. 8, 1916; 511-24, Suad to 

DH, Zor, Feb. 27, 1916; 515-62, Sherif Muhtar to DH, Mosul, Apr. 1, 1916; 518-21, 

Khaidar to DH, Mosul, Apr. 29, 1916; 64-60, Talaat to Mosul, May 18, 1916; 518-61, 

Khaidar to DH, Mosul, May 3, 1916; AA-PA Konstantinopel 170, J. No. 4429, Holstein 

to Embassy, Mosul, July 28, 1915; Yervant Odian, Accursed Years: My Exile and Return 

from Der Zor, 1914-1919, London, Gomidas Institute, 2009, pp. 157-58. 
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learnt that many Armenians were hiding in the Sinjar mountains in neighboring 

Mosul province. The reply from Diarbekir province was more dramatic. The 

Diarbekir officials claimed that Yezidis and Armenians were spying for the 

Russians and were traveling all the way to the Russian lines hundreds of 

kilometers to the east. In addition, Armenians working for the Baghdad Railway 

Company were supplying the rebels with intelligence on military and civilian 

affairs. In sum, most severe measures were needed which, in the case of 

Diarbekir officials, meant massacres. On receipt of the information, Talaat Bey 

ordered an investigation and counter-measures. The Mosul authorities had to 

provide information on the number of Yezidis in Sinjar and the Armenians in 

on the mountain. 350 of them were Syrian Orthodox who had escaped either 

from Midiat or Hazak during the self-defense of these places in 1915 or were 

deserters from the military. Up to 150 Armenian deportees had escaped while 

being deported along the Diarbekir and Der Zor routes. Only fifteen Syrian 

Orthodox from Hazak were armed. The others were unarmed and destitute. 

None of these refugees had taken part in attacks in the preceding months. As 

far as espionage was concerned, the accusations had turned out to be false. 

There were only a number of Syrian Orthodox in communication with a priest 

at Mardin through intermediaries. In other words, nobody was undertaking 

long trips. Brigandage was also nothing new in the area and thus not an 

indicator of a rebellion. Nevertheless, Khaidar Bey was in contact with the 

military to determine a suitable moment when the people could be forced into 

submission. The governor added that all new intelligence simply confirmed 

information the provincial administration already had on file. Other sources 

estimated the number of refugees in Sinjar at about 900, or four percent of 

the entire population of the region. Their presence and support for one of the 

Yezidi tribes altered power relations within the local communities.137 

A few months later, in July 1917, the new Mosul Deputy Governor, Faik 

[Günday] Bey, a CUP fanatic, warned that the Sinjar Yezidis had increased their 

unlawful activities and were threatening the grain crop. Evidently, the mountain 

dwellers were trying to provision themselves. Local officials had called for 

military deployments including artillery. Faik Bey advised, however, that the 

matter should be reviewed by a civil inspector. The affair gained some further 

137 542-68, Kamil to DH, Zor, Jan. 7, 1917; 542-78, Bedri to DH, Diarbekir, 

Jan. 8, 1917; 71-232, Talaat to Mosul, Jan. 11, 1917; 545-73, Khaidar to DH, Mosul, 
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significance as the Ministry of Interior deliberated plans to create a new 

province in the area that would include the Sinjar Mountain.138 

In October 1917 the situation reached a turning point. Diarbekir province 

reported that about 500 Yezidis had attacked an Ottoman-German supply 

convoy. During the clash, the German trucks had been destroyed. The Yezidis 

had taken one rifle and two boxes of ammunition. The attackers left behind the 

allied soldiers, including Major Djahid Bey, who commanded the retreat on foot 

to Nusaibin, naked. The incident was somewhat embarrassing for the Mosul 

authorities as well. Governor Memduh Bey pointed out that along the desert 

route the trucks were following, troops had been stationed at all locations with 

a water supply. Unfortunately, an army battalion deployed at Sinjar had proven 

to be ineffective, especially as the sub-district governor was incompetent. Since 

Sinjar sub-district was not connected to a telegraph line, Mosul province usually 

received information after Diarbekir province had done so. Having explained 

his late reporting on the matter, Memduh pointed out that the Armenians at 

Sinjar had escaped from Diarbekir, insinuating that he had to deal with a 

problem created by the Diarbekir authorities. Allegedly, these Armenians were 

inciting the Yezidis. At the moment, operations to punish the offenders were 

under way.  have convinced the 

Ottoman military higher echelons that something needed to be done. After all, 

nobody could rule out a repetition of similar incidents, which might again 

involve officers in charge but undressed. Memduh Bey proposed a commission 

composed of a judge, a division commander, and a gendarmerie regiment 

commander, which was to institute a court martial. The Yezidi leaders were, 

however, not giving themselves up, which made a larger military operation 

necessary. At the same time, Memduh Bey hoped to finally post a competent 

governor to Sinjar. The Ottoman military spared no expense. It deployed four 

battalions, artillery, and even a plane but soon the forces had to be redirected 

to frontline duty near Amadia. Memduh Bey pointed out that the region had 

further strategic importance for the control of the desert fringes. More than 

2000 households had been installed in the Tel Hafar neighborhood near Sinjar. 

Thus, the thirteen villages of Turkmens, Turks, Kurds and Arabs equaled in 

population two or three sub-districts like Zakho or Amadia. The governor urged 

that the area should be converted into a sub-district. Being about nine hours 

distant from Mosul, the place was exposed to attacks from Shammar Bedouins 

and other tribes. The lack of protection led to a significant decrease in 

collection of taxes in the form of grain due to the abuses of the Yezidis. It was 

beyond doubt that Armenians were inciting the Yezidis to a degree that 

138 560-45, Faik to DH, Mosul, July 25, 1917; 79/A-46, Minister to Zor, Sept. 
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paralyzed the local sub-district administration. As a counter-measure, Memduh 

Bey dispatched two local Yezidi leaders from villages near Mosul together with 

the gendarmerie regiment commander to Sinjar. On November 26, 1917, the 

Mosul governor reported the surrender of the Sinjar Yezidis. The gendarmerie 

commander had collected 100 LT in taxes as a tangible expression of the 
139  

A number of the Armenians who had been hiding in Sinjar had escaped, 

however, to the British lines. Some of them returned within weeks with letters 

from the British commander for Arab and Kurdish leaders in the wider region. 

they explained that Russian peace offers had no relevance. The declarations 

also announced a British offensive for March or April. The Armenian deportees 

should be protected and well-treated until then. British intelligence officer 

Gertrude Bell met Armenian survivors who made it to the British lines in 

Baghdad. The people were very destitute and collapsed on arrival. Some of 

them praised Yezidis and Arabs for saving them. She also established 

communications with Sinjar through Arab agents. In this way, the British 

thanked the Yezidis for sheltering Armenians.140 

Before the British could take further action, the Ottoman army attacked 

Sinjar in February 1918, preempting any British operation towards the area 

and the exposed supply lines of the Sixth Army. First, the government issued 

an ultimatum to the Yezidis to disarm and surrender the Armenians among 

them, which the latter rejected. The attack on their villages cost the Yezidis 

many casualties, but for the time being the people were able to hold out. 

Understanding the government meant business, the Yezidi community sent one 

of their leaders to the British together with two Armenian deportees, one of the 

latter being a well-known militant. The group made its way through Ottoman 

lines and on to Baghdad where it appealed to the British for help.141 

Operations in Sinjar, however, did not generate satisfactory results as, once 

more, troops were redirected to the Persian front. In April 1918, Memduh Bey 

once more emphasized that Armenians were a serious security risk. Sinjar had 
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become a point of transit for Armenian deportees and British prisoners-of-war 

who were working on railway construction sites to the north of the mountain. 

In response, Memduh Bey had decided to take matters into his own hands and 

departed for Sinjar 

deploy a gendarmerie battalion with artillery and machine-guns. To restrain the 

rebels, a gendarmerie post which would offer protection for those who 

abandoned the rebels was to be established. Funds were, however lacking.142  

Setrak Baghdoyan, a deportee, reached the Sinjar shortly after the Ottoman 

defeat in October 1918. He was surprised to see thousands of Armenian 

survivors. In the nearby British occupied Turkmen town of Tell Afar, he learned 

that Muslims had begun to bring in from the steppe and desert areas those 

Armenians who wanted to return to their community. Other Armenians came 

in on their own initiative. Many had survived as farm hands and shepherds. 

Hundreds had escaped massacre in Der Zor district and Diarbekir province. 

Others had fled from deportee caravans on the way to Mosul. One woman told 

Baghdoyan that it was hard for her to leave as she had married a local Muslim 

and had three children. Other survivors had no chance to escape their captors. 

The measure was a joint effort of the British military administration and 

Armenian Church authorities, who rewarded Muslim helpers. Armenian 

survivors received some financial aid and were directed towards Mosul. An Arab 

tribal attack on Tel Afar and a British counter-offensive afforded many captive 

Armenians an escape during the confusion.143 

The resistance of the Sinjar Yezidis was ultimately successful. The tribesmen 

allowed Armenians into their midst although they were fully aware of the drastic 

consequences their decision might bring about. In doing so, they created one 

of the few refuges for Armenian deportees within the wider Ottoman area of 

control. The Tur Abdin to the North of Sinjar and the Dersim region between 

Erzindjan and Harput were two other significant refuges. During the siege of 

the mountain by Ottoman forces, food became scarce, but the Yezidis would 

not give up the Surianis and Armenians. Hopes for British aid did not 

materialize. Sinjar had to hold out until British forces reached Mosul in October 

1918. 

 

THE 1917/1918 FAMINE 

In May 1916, the German Consulate estimated that 4000 to 5000 deportees, 

mostly women and children, were in the province. Arrivals took the place of 

the deceased. About 200 women and children had remained in Mosul city, 

142 -9, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Apr. 16, 1918; 582-75, Memduh to DH, 

Mosul, Apr. 24, 1918. 
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where they stayed with local Christian and Muslim families. The condition of 

this group was acceptable although they did not receive any government 

handouts. Most of the others lived in camps or other places and were suffering 

badly. The government handouts were insufficient and paid irregularly so that 

many survived only by begging. Aside from food, clothing and medical aid were 

lacking as well. The situation was further aggravated by officials who were 

moving the destitute around the region and thereby obstructing effective relief 

measures. Consul Holstein saw, however, a chance to cooperate with the 

provincial authorities to alleviate the situation. He estimated that 4000 to 5000 

LT could bring about a fundamental improvement.144 

The survival of many deportees depended in part on meagre allowances the 

government occasionally paid out or relief from other sources. In general, relief 

work was almost impossible as the Ministry of Interior banned any direct 

distribution to Armenians. All money had to pass through the hands of 

officials.145 Thus, German Consul Holstein hesitated to get directly involved in 

relief work. When his efforts to recruit reliable local volunteers failed, he 

suggested that American missionaries should dispatch someone from Aintab to 

Mosul for the task.146  

In March 1917, the Ottoman government transferred the budget for 

payments to Armenian deportees to the military budget while relief for refugees 

remained a task of the Ministry of Interior. Civil officials were still in charge of 

paying out the meagre amounts. Transferring the funds became complicated as 

areas of command. Confusion about the allocation of funds ensued.147 Governor 

Khaidar Bey was a reliable partner in German relief efforts. He had also 

introduced some practical changes in government relief. Paper money was 
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rapidly losing its value. In response, the authorities switched to distributing 

grain instead of money, especially in villages and smaller settlements.148  

The provisioning of children with potential for assimilation into the Turkish 

speaking community was another cost factor. In July 1917, the Ministry of 

Interior ordered a review of orphans who were supposedly receiving 

government aid in the province. Precise data according to nationality, gender, 

religion and their status as deportee, immigrant or refugee were important. 

Moreover, the provincial authorities had to supply information on the current 

status of their settlement and provisioning. The latter reported that in Mosul 

city and the surrounding villages 140 Muslim boys, 571 Muslims girls, 155 

Armenian boys, and 57 Armenian girls, a total of 1327 orphans, had been 

counted. Many more were, however, living in the streets or staying with Kurdish 

tribes. 200 of the registered orphans did not receive any assistance at all. The 

daily allowances were small, but Armenian children nominally received a little 

more than Muslim orphans did. No information was available for the other 

districts of the province.149  

Overall, the nominally available funds remained totally inadequate. 

Agricultural and other work provided some income for a number of deportees. 

Nevertheless, survival in the villages was often impossible, and many returned 

to the cities, which were ill-prepared and did not provide enough work, shelter 

and food. Still most Armenians remained in Kirkuk district. In 1917, the 

province. Following his departure, officials pocketed most of the money. 

Armenian middlemen were often equally corrupt. In July 1917, the German 

Consulate estimated the number of deportees within the province at 7000 to 

8000, a number closer to the official Ottoman counts. An estimated 5000 LT 

were required to meet the need.150 
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in Mosul province. Following their defeat and the loss of Baghdad to the British, 

Ottoman officers set up their headquarters in Mosul. Equally as critical as the 

transfer of Khaidar Bey was the appointment of Memduh Bey as the new 

governor in September 1917. As usual, the new governor also brought in new 

staff. One of the other new top officials was the notorious Faik Bey. Equally 

problematic was the conduct of the highly corrupt military and its 

requisitioning. Extortion, often accompanied by beatings, was a daily 

occurrence.151 Some people took to robbery in order to sustain themselves.152 

Following his assignment to the Persian front earlier in the war, Hilmi Abdul 

Kadir Bey had continued his career and was in charge of the Mosul labor 

his predilection for 

the notorious case of his rape in Mosul of an Armenian girl from Yalova. In 

official military publications he announced the opening of brothels where 

Armenian women were forced to work.153 More and more women were forced 

into prostitution as other means of supporting themselves had vanished. Some 

wealthy Armenians, as well, followed the example of Turkish officers and 

exploited destitute Armenian girls too.154 

The situation of Kurdish refugees was not better. In 1917 Kurds officially 

received three kurush of paper money per day. At the time, a cup of tea cost 

five kurush. A Kurdish leader recalled that medicine and other supplies were 

totally lacking. Many of those who made it to a hospital starved to death there 

alongside sick soldiers. On average of 300 people per day died in the streets 

of Mosul. Given the large number of victims, the authorities were unable to 

bury the corpses, which became food for dogs. In turn, people ate cats and 

dogs. The situation in Zakho, Dohuk, Erbil, and Akra was similar. 

Comprehensive military requisitions of grain aggravated the situation further. 

Peasants fled to the mountains, hiding their remaining grain in caves. Wealthy 

merchants profited enormously from the situation as they were able to keep 

their stores. A prominent Kurdish refugee, Ibrahim Arvas, deplored how people 

turned into animals and gave up their decency by selling their children and 

Afion, Tchanakkale, Balikesir, Caesarea, Kutahia, Marash, Menteshe, Nighde, June 20, 
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sisters for a piece of bread. He estimated that eighty percent of Hakkari 
155 

In February 1918, the authorities reported that the funds for the Armenians 

had been spent and more money was needed. It is, however, more than 

doubtful that the budget for Armenians and Kurdish refugees was actually 

expended on those entitled to the money. The fact that Nevzad Bey, the military 

commander of Mosul, confiscated all available food for the military supports 

this assessment. In March 1918, the central government admonished the 

officials in the provinces, reminding them that money earmarked for Armenians 

must not be used for other purposes, thereby indicating the existence of such 

abuse.156 Women started roaming through the villages around the town in 

search of food. Soon, people began eating dogs and cats. Some started hunting 

for small children and butchered them. In the house of Abud bin Fethullah, 

whose wife and daughter were implicated as well, the police discovered nine 

execution turned into a public spectacle.157 Up to 300 people died every day, 

among them ten Armenians on average. Mihran Boyadjian, an Armenian official 

in town, estimated that between 5000 and 6000 Armenians died in the town. 

The military had no compassion for Kurdish refugees, either. 200-300 of them 

starved to death each day. Many Armenian women could only secure their own 
158 

Patriarch Zaven secured some limited relief funds from church authorities 

in Constantinople, which, naturally, were totally inadequate. More effective 

were Serop, an Armenian baker, his sister and a colleague. The three, with 

Arab help, arranged the flight of Armenians to British lines. All three were 

155 Yeni 

, April 14 and 21, 1965. 
156 -91, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Feb. 23, 1918; 85-10, Minister to 

Adrianople, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Aleppo, Bursa, Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, Trebizond, 

Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Eskishehir, Urfa, Mersin, Ismid, Afion, Balikesir, 

Caesarea, Kutahia, Marash, Nighde, Mar. 3, 1918. 
157 -42, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Apr. 4, 1918; 582-65, Mahmud to DH, 

Mosul, June 22, 1918 Renaissance, April 15, 1919; Mihran 

Renaissance, June 14, 1919. The exiled Armenian 

Patriarch recalled the case of one Arab eating 18 boys (Der Yeghiayan, p. 148). 
158 FO 371/6500/132/3557, Nevzad Bey, no. 2696, enclosure in, Rumbold to Curzon, 

Constantinople, Mar. 16, 1921, N. 277/1983/24; Joseph Kiera, Ins Land des Euphrat 

und Tigris, Breslau, Franke, 1935, p. 550; Renaissance, 

April 13, 1919; Boyadjia -30; Der 

Yeghiayan, pp. 148, 149, 159. 



141

betrayed and hanged on the orders of Ali Ihsan Pasha, the new commander of 

the Ottoman army in the area.159 

At the same time, the Ottoman army needed cheap manpower for road 

construction and other tasks. While the provincial authorities maintained that 

only those of military age had been drafted into labor battalions, survivors 

reported that the authorities had indiscriminately seized Armenian deportees 

aged ten to seventy. Craftsmen and skilled workers were transferred to the 

Euphrates River Command. Most were, however, deployed near Kirkuk and 

others taken to Zakho for road construction. The service was dangerous as 

fanatical Ottoman officers had arranged the murder of Armenian workers. 

According to Civil Inspector Mihran Boyadjian of 400 men only 60 to 80 

remained alive.160 

 

MOSUL AS A PLACE OF EXILE 

The Ottoman authorities distinguished between those Armenians who had 

been deported wholesale and fell under the provisions of the so-called 

deportation law of May 31, 1915 on the one hand and individual Armenians who 

were exiled to another place for alleged or real offenses. The latter formed only 

a tiny minority of the displaced Armenians. Their cases were, however, well 

documented in comparison. 

In September 1915, Mosul became a place of banishment for politically 

implicated Armenians when eight Armenians from Baghdad were exiled to the 

province. The men had to report every morning and evening to the police and 

were to be kept under close surveillance. The arrival of exiles from Baghdad 

continued but targeted individuals and not larger groups or entire 

communities.161 At the end of 1915, the exiling of some Armenian notables from 
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Cilicia drew more attention. Ottoman Fourth Army Commander Djemal Pasha 

had initiated an investigation into the affairs of two prominent Armenians from 

Adana, Zacharia Bizdikian and Krikor Ohanian. Both men were suspected of 

being leaders of the ARF or the Armenian Social Democratic Hnchak Party. 

The Fourth Army did not court-martial the suspects nor did the military 

dispatch them to Diarbekir province, the usual destination for Armenian 

leaders sent away by the central government. Since May 1915, the Diarbekir 

authorities had earned for themselves a reputation for assassinating Armenian 

political figures. Instead, the Fourth Army sent both men, together with the 

interpreter of the US consulate at Alexandretta, Ashdjian, under guard from 

Aleppo to Mosul. The men were high profile cases and the Ministry of Interior 

continued following their progress. At Mosul the men were free to move around 

with the authorities watching their activities.162 The men remained in Mosul until 

September 1917, when the Sixth Army sent them to Konia. The transfer alerted 

the Ministry of Interior, which inquired of Adana and Konia provinces about 

their stay in Adana while in transit to neighboring Konia province. At the same 

time, the central government inquired of Sixth Army Commander Khalil Pasha 

his reasons for sending these suspicious persons to Konia. The Ministry of 

Interior made it clear that their stay at Konia was absolutely impermissible. 

Konia was critical for military supplies. Konia province returned the men to 

Mosul on March 29, 1918. On arrival Bizdikian, Ohanian and Ashdjian were 

kept under surveillance in separate places and no opportunity was to be given 

for espionage or seditious activities. If necessary, all three should be court-

martialed.163 It seems that the men were conscripted into labor battalions. 

Astardjian met the other two in Zakho when they arrived in a group of 300 

men. With the help of Muhammad Agha, the local mayor, he arranged some 

shelter for the men, and by bribing the abusive commander, he managed to 

162 -68, Shukru to Zor, Mosul, Dec. 22, 1915; 502-109, Kamil to DH, Zor, 

Dec. 27, 1915; 59-200, Talaat to Mosul, Jan. 4, 1916; 504-90, Sherif Muhtar to DH, 

Mosul, Jan. 9, 1916. Bizdikian had been a business partner of the German-Levatine 

Cotton-Company, which had advanced him a considerable sum. AA-PA Konstantinopel 

96, J. No. 5866, Stöckel to Consulate Adana, Adana, July 21, 1915, enclosure in Büge 

to Wangenheim, Adana, July 22, 1915; Konstantinopel 99, J. No. 2934, Stöckel to 

Embassy, Adana, Mar. 4, 1916.  
163 The Ministry of Interior sent another order for their return on 29 October 1918. 
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19, 1918; 84-84, Abdulhalik to Konia, Feb. 19, 1918; 85-1 Abdulhalik to Adana, Mar. 

2, 1918; 85-11, Talaat to Khalil Pasha, Mar. 2, 1918; 85-181, Abdulhalik to Khalil Pasha, 

Mar. 20, 1918; 85-182, Abdulhalik to Mosul, Mar. 20, 1918; 85-184, Deputy to Konia, 

Mar. 20, 1918; 585-11, Muammer to DH, Konia, May 22, 1918.  
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reduce mistreatment. Astardjian then took Bizdikian to Mosul, where he 

remained until the end of the war. Following the Ottoman defeat, the Ministry 

of Interior gave permission to Bizdikian and Ohanian to return to Adana on 

October 4, 1918. Later on, Bizdikian moved to Lebanon, where in 1927 he 

published wartime documents of Catholicos Sahag of the Great House of 

Cilicia.164 

In August 1916, the Ottoman government interfered in the internal affairs 

of the Armenian Apostolic church and dictated a new church constitution which 

would be in line with its own genocidal policies. Patriarch Zaven Der Yeghiayan 

was exiled to Baghdad. In view of military setbacks, the Ottoman authorities 

decided to send the church leader to Mosul. One of the officials involved in the 

matter was Faik Bey. He accused Der Yeghiyan of being an Armenian militant 

who had brought about the extermination of his people. German officers 

described the official as a fanatical Muslim and a man of violence who had 

organized an anti-Jewish and anti-Christian pogrom in Baghdad. Following the 

Ottoman flight from Baghdad, he stayed for some time in Kirkuk, where he 

denounced the escape of people, Armenians and Muslims alike, to the British 

lines. Being a loyal CUP member, he was put in charge of army supplies in 

Mosul. Soon he became a deputy to governor Memduh Bey and began 

terrorizing Armenians in town. Another measure was the close surveillance of 

Patriarch Zaven. In April 1918, Memduh demanded the transfer of the cleric to 

another province as Armenians had been killing Muslims along the Persian 

border. Patriarch Zaven was aware of the political developments as Armenian 

women working in the household of Governor Memduh Bey warned him. Other 

Armenians who had converted to Islam helped the cleric by providing much 

needed supplies like fuel. The support network even included Yezidis of the 

Sinjar, who offered Der Yeghiayan refuge and safe conduct to their mountain. 

The church leader remained, however, at his place of exile until the Ministry of 

Interior authorized his return to Constantinople following the Ottoman 

defeat.165 

164 -308, Hamid to Mosul, Oct. 4, 1918. 92-306, Hamid to Mosul, Oct. 29, 

1918. Astardjian dated his meeting with Bizdikian in 1917. It appears, however, 

according to the extant archival documentation, that the men met in 1918. Astardjian, 

Struggle, pp. 41-42; Zakaria Bezdigian, Giligian Gesgidzner (Cilician Anguishes), 

Beirut, Hraztan, 1927. 

165 Bundesarchiv, Abteilungen Freiburg, Nachlass Quirnheim, [?], N 242/8, 

-9, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Apr. 16, 

-72, DH to Mosul, Oct. 26, 1918; Der Yeghiayan, Memoirs, 

140, 148-  (Istanbul, Çelikcilt Matbaas

1960), 153; Çankaya, Mülkiye, 1190, No. 1072. After the war Faik Bey rose to further 

prominence under the new regime (Türkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi, Albümü, p. 114). 
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KEEPING ARMENIANS 

By late 1915, the proper registration of Armenians and the issuing of identity 

papers became increasingly a pressing issue for the central government. On 

the one hand, Armenian converts needed to be registered as Muslims while on 

the other the new identity papers and updated population registers had to still 

clearly indicate their origins. Further complicating the matter was the directive 

led and secret. For 

outsiders the appearance of a unified Muslim community had to be maintained, 

no matter how deceptive the image was. Officially, Armenians could become 

Muslims, but they were never regarded as Muslims. They remained Armenians 

albeit of a non-Christian religion. Careful registration of the new Armenian 

Muslims was imperative as it was the basis for enforcing a travel ban. The 

government did not allow Armenians, converted or not, to leave the sub-district 

where they were located. They needed special permits to travel while 

Constantinople became an off-limits zone altogether. Armenian officials who 

had converted needed the same special travel permits as other Armenians when 

they were to travel on official duty. Many Armenian women had entered the 

service of foreigners, like missionaries or Ottoman officials, as servants. These 

women were not allowed to leave with their American employers when they left 

their mission stations. Enforcing the ban was easy in the case of foreigners; it 

turned out to be much more difficult in the case of Ottoman officials. The 

Ministry of Interior issued repeated orders and threatened sanctions against 

officials who disregarded the orders.166 The central authorities were particularly 

166 -100, Syria, Konia, Kastamonu, Aidin, Mosul, Kutahia, Jerusalem, Sept. 
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Trebizond, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van provinces, Urfa, Ismid, Samsun, Zor, Balikesir, 

Afion, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Eskishehir districts, Feb. 21, 1916; 69-62, Talaat to 

Adrianople, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Beirut, Aleppo, Bursa, Diarbekir, Syria, Trebizond, 

Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul Urfa, Ismid, Eskishehir, Mersin, Bolu, Samsun, 

Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Afion, Kutahia, Marash, Nighde, 

Medina, Oct. 21, 1916; 76-48, Minister to Adrianople, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Beirut, 

Aleppo. Bursa. Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, 
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Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Jerusalem, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, 

Caesarea, Afion, Kutahia, Eskishehir, May 16, 1917; 76-238, Mustafa Abdulhalik to 
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145

afraid that members of Armenian political organizations and revolutionaries 

might be able to travel under the disguise of being converts. Such persons had 

to be hunted down with all severity.167 

German merchants and military personnel or staff of the German consulate 

posed a complicated problem for the provincial authorities. Traveling back to 

Constantinople, many had Armenian servants or wagon drivers in their service. 

When the former German Consul of Baghdad made the mistake of applying for 

an official permit for his Armenian servants to accompany him to 

Constantinople, the request was turned down as a matter of course. At the time, 

Khaidar Bey warned that others might have escaped the attention of the 

authorities and asked for instructions for Aleppo and Diarbekir provinces as 

well as Der Zor district.168  

In Mosul province the travel ban seems to have been not much of an issue 

when Ottoman officials were involved until 1918. Put differently, under 

governor Khaidar Bey the provincial administration had solved problems locally 

without involving the central authorities. Under his successor the matter 

became more public and involved prominent CUP members and the governor 

himself. Governor Memduh Bey had organized the massacres in Erzindjan 

district in 1915. He became notorious for his corruption and personal 

misconduct. Third Army Commander Vehib Pasha had him removed and called 

for his punishment. Instead, Talaat Bey promoted the trusted CUP operative.169 

Bursa, Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van, 

Urfa, Ismid, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Jerusalem. Tchanakkale, 

Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Afion, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Eskishehir, Nighde, May 

22, 1917; 76-243/79, Mustafa Abdulhalik to Adrianopel, Erzurum, Adana, Angora, 

Aidin, Bitlis, Basra, Baghdad, Beirut, Aleppo, Bursa, Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, 

Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van provinces, Urfa, Ismid, Bolu, 

Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Jerusalem, Kale Sultanie, Menteshe, Teke 

Caesarea, Afion, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Eskishehir, Nighde, Mount Lebanon 

-50. 
167 -166, Talaat to Adrianople, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Beirut, Aleppo, Bursa, 

Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Urfa, Ismid, Bolu, 

Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Afion, 

Eskishehir, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Nighde, Mar. 20, 1918; 87-74, Talaat to 

Adrianople, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Beirut, Aleppo, Bursa, Diarbekir, Syria, Sivas, 

Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Urfa, Ismid, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, 

Balikesir, Jerusalem, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Afion, Eskishehir, 

Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Nighde, Mount Lebanon, May 8, 1918. 
168 -126, Khaidar to DH, Mosul Mar. 13, 1917. 
169 FO 371/6500/132/3557, Memduh Bey, no. 2733, enclosure in, Rumbold to Curzon, 

Constantinople, Mar. 16, 1921, N. 277/1983/24. 
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The deportations and massacres provided Memduh Bey with an opportunity to 

avail himself of low-cost labor. He and his wife added Armenian women and 

traveled to Constantinople in 1916. In the train from Ulukishla to 

Constantinople, she shared a compartment with Lillian Sewny, an American 

missionary from Sivas. The missionary later reported that she had seen several 

-year-old girl 

taken away and she herself had lived in the streets until she had been taken in 

by her new master.170 At Mosul, Memduh Bey stayed alone but had two 

Armenian women from Erzurum, Zartar Didisian and Satenig Khachadurian, 

60 and 35 years old, working for him as cooks and servants. The governor 

needed travel permits for the two and some other Armenian youths under his 

control.171 

to be very advantageous for others. When the women realized that Memduh 

Bey harbored plans to take measures against the former Patriarch Zaven Der 

Yeghiayan, they warned the cleric. Memduh Bey had been emphasizing once 

more that Armenians were a serious security risk.172 

Army officers, as well, applied for travel permits for Armenian girls they 

consented to the requests as long as the girls were not taken to 

Constantinople.173 

wanted to take an Armenian woman in her thirties or forties together with her 

three children, seven, eleven, and twelve years old, to Constantinople or at least 

as far as Aleppo.174 

 

THE END OF OTTOMAN RULE 

In early September 1918, Memduh Bey informed his superiors that the Sixth 

Army wished to return the majority of the Armenian deportees in Mosul 

Études Arméniennes Contemporaines 12 (2019), p. 27; Çankaya, 

Mülkiye, p. 818, No. 703. 
170 Harvard University, Houghton Library, American Board of Commissioners for 

Foreign Missions, Western Turkey Mission 1910-1919, vol. 8, S-Z, Reel 636, Sewny to 

Barton, New York, NY, Mar. 10, 1916. 
171 -97, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Feb. 13, 1918; 586-123, Memduh to DH, 

Mosul, June 8, 1918; 592-123, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Aug. 19, 1918. 
172 Der Yeghiayan, p. 150. 
173 -158, Memduh to DH, Mosul, May 30, 1918; 587-123, Memduh to DH, 

June 29, 1918; 88-49, Talaat to Mosul prov, June 4, 1918. 
174 

-155, Memduh to DH, Mosul, July 7, 1918. 
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province to their original places as their provisioning caused problems. When 

the initiative did not produce tangible results, the military and Memduh Bey 

changed their argument from food to security. In a secret report Sixth Army 

Commander Ali Ihsan Pasha had demanded action in regard to Armenians. The 

governor agreed that the Armenians in the province were in contact with the 

British. Large groups were slipping through the lines to the enemy thereby 

compromising overall conditions in the province. As Mosul province had 

become part of the combat zone, the governor demanded that all Armenians 

should be banished to other places. The Sixth Army Command was convinced 

that Armenian servants working in the households of officials were spying on 

government secrets and decided to deport them. It demanded that officials 

expel their servants and hand them over to the military. Likewise, Armenians 

working on railway construction and those working for the military in general 

together with all women and children had to be surrendered to the military. 

The vast majority of Armenians were, anyhow, women and children. In support 

n General High Command informed the 

civil authorities that about 5000 Armenians who were either fleeing to the 

enemy or working as agents for the British were in Mosul province. The Ministry 

of Interior, however, declined the request pointing out that comparably few 

Armenians were in the province. For its part, the military had sent 65 

Armenians under its control from Mosul to Djezire. As late as October 31, 1918, 

that is after the Ottoman defeat, the Sixth Army Command complained that no 

steps had been taken to deport Armenians from Mosul to Diarbekir.175 

Following the Ottoman defeat in October 1918 and the collapse of CUP rule, 

the Ministry of Interior ordered investigations into the abduction of Armenian 

girls and children who were kept by force within Muslim families. In line with 

Ottoman law and the right to personal freedom, the Armenians had to be 

returned to their parents or relatives. At the same time, the central government 

permitted those converts who wished to return to their former religion to do 

so. Armenian orphans had to be handed over to the government unless a local 

Armenian community could accommodate them.176  

175 -37, Memduh to DH, Mosul, Sept. 2, 1918; 594-106, Memduh to DH, 
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In Mosul, the Armenian community had formed an Armenian committee that 

organized housing and other necessities for incoming deportees. Many of the 

survivors were later transferred to Cilicia. A second focus of relief work was 

orphanages and schooling. A former exile donated large sums for this latter 

work, and a separate organization was formed under his presidency. Financing 

remained precarious, however, as most Armenian diaspora organizations 

provided only very limited funding.177 Despite these first steps, many deportees 

were unable to reach shelters. Thus, in January 1919 English officials informed 

the Ottoman Ministry of Interior that detained Armenians had not been set free 

yet. The Ministry issued orders to that effect. At the same time, the officials 

repeated earlier instructions to liberate Armenian children and women who 

were kept in Muslim families and official institutions.178 Evidently, local 

authorities did not or were slow to implement the orders. By that time, most of 

the area had come under direct British administration, and Ottoman rule had 

been abolished. 

 

CONCLUSION: A GOVERNOR AND THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Khaidar Bey was an Albanian. In Mosul he could depend on close aides like 

his own nephew and the head of provincial health services, who were also 

Urfa, Ismid, Eskishehir, Erzindjan, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, 

Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Nighde, Afion, Marash, Oct. 21, 1918; 92-

205, Ali Munif to Adrianople, Erzurum, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Bitlis, Aleppo, Bursa, 

Diarbekir, Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van, Urfa, Ismid, 

Erzindjan, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Zor, Balikesir, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, 

Afion, Caesarea, Marash, Nighde, Oct. 21, 1918; 95-163, Ahmed Izzet to Adrianople, 

Erzurum, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Bitlis, Bursa, Diarbekir, Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, 

Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van, Urfa, Ismid, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Balikesir, 

Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Afion, Eskishehir, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, 

Nighde, Erzindjan, Jan. 18, 1919. 
177 Baghdoyan, Exile, pp. 543, 558, 560-61, 564. 
178 -212, Minister to Adrianople, Erzurum, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Bitlis, 

Bursa, Diarbekir, Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van, Urfa, 

Ismid, Kutahia, Afion, Aintab, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Balikesir, Tchanakkale, 

Menteshe, Teke, Caesarea, Erzindjan, Eskishehir, Marash, Nighde, Jan. 22, 1919; 95-

264, Minister to Adrianople, Erzurum, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Bitlis, Bursa, Diarbekir, 

Sivas, Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van, Urfa, Ismid, Afion, 

Eskishehir, Nighde, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Balikesir, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, 

Teke, Caesarea, Mersin, Kutahia, Marash, Erzindja -86, 

Minister to Adrianople, Erzurum, Adana, Angora, Aidin, Bitlis, Bursa, Diarbekir, Sivas, 

Trebizond, Kastamonu, Konia, Kharput, Mosul, Van, Urfa, Ismid, Eskishehir, Afion, 

Marash, Erzindjan, Bolu, Samsun, Tchataldja, Balikesir, Tchanakkale, Menteshe, Teke, 

Caesarea, Mersin, Kutahia, Nighde, Aintab, Feb. 6, 1919. 



149

Albanian. The governor had brought these men with him when he came to 

Mosul. His attitude towards Armenians was not unfriendly. He revealed his 

personal views to Astardjian during the encounter with Armenian deportees 

from Erzurum by expressing his compassion and also his appreciation for the 

not much the two men could do to change the overall situation. The governor 

he understood their objectives, when Ottoman troops subdued an uprising in 

Albania. As an official, however, he had no other place to go and stayed in 

government service. Later on, he told Astardjian more about the Albanian 

struggle against the CUP. While his somewhat apologetic explanation for 

maintaining his position as governor might have raised questions about Khaidar 

effort to save the deportees would succeed and protected him against CUP 

activists.179 

assessment. The official had escaped massacre in Bitlis and Diarbekir provinces 

and survived the genocide at Mosul. Khaidar Bey had told him that he would 

s extermination program.180 The German 

consular service in Mosul, too, viewed the governor as an honest official. 

Holstein reported that the Albanian was the only official who would not lie to 

him. Khaidar Bey had condemned the massacres in Diarbekir province and 

taken precautions against similar outrages against Armenians in his own 

jurisdiction. Moreover, he had proven to be a reliable partner in the distribution 

of relief to Armenians.181 

an 

government policies. The central authorities had rounded up and eliminated 

educated and prominent Armenians first; among those were many physicians. 

At the same time, the possession of antique or other legally owned arms became 

179 Astardjian, Struggle,   

reached back years. Earlier in his career he had founded an Albanian club in Mitrovica, 

where he served as sub-district governor. Following the 1908 revolution, he supported 

Albanian causes while avoiding antagonizing the CUP. During his time in 

Constantinople he was a member of the local Albanian club in the Ottoman capital 

(Clayer, -341). 
180  
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No. 3547, Holstein to Embassy, Mosul, June 10, 1915; J. No. 4262, Holstein to Embassy, 

Mosul, July 16, 1915; Konstantinopel 174, J. No. 2207, Wüstrow to Kühlmann, Mossul, 
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a pretext to arrest and kill Armenians. The Ottoman military had already begun 

disarming Armenian soldiers in March 1915 and often even before. Against this 

personal protection is remarkable. Khaidar Bey trusted his Armenian physician, 

sharing comprising personal views on the CUP and openly opposing the 

deportation program and its goals. This approach differed fundamentally from 

his scorched earth policy against the Nestorians. Khaidar Bey knew that his 

Kurdish auxiliaries would not restrain themselves when let loose on defenseless 

civilians. The governor sought to legitimize the ferocity of the onslaught 

beforehand by alleging that the Nestorians were not simply rebelling but 

seeking to set up their own state in Hakkari, no matter how unrealistic this 

might appear. He tried to strengthen his argument by suggesting substantial 

Armenian support for the Nestorians. Thus, the Nestorian threat resembled the 

Armenian one and deserved similar counter-measures. At the same time, he 

carefully distinguished between Nestorians and other Syriac speaking 

Christians like the Chaldean community. It was apparently perfectly normal to 

have coffee with a Chaldean bishop while being on a campaign against 

Nestorians. This conduct appears to have been in line with Ottoman 

government policies. The central authorities carefully distinguished between 

the different religious communities and applied different policies. 

en 

friction with his superiors. With prominent CUP members passing through his 

province, it was to be expected that, sooner or later, Constantinople would 

in the province and the negligible local Armenian community might have been 

a reason why the Ministry of Interior did not interfere. On the other hand, 

Khaidar Bey was a valuable asset for the Ottoman government; it could not 

afford to lose him over those Armenian deportees who, anyhow, could never 

the war effort as he was able to deal with the Kurdish tribes in the province and 

beyond as hardly anyone else could, if at all. His ability to mobilize tens of 

thousands of Kurdish tribesmen against the Russians afforded the Ottoman 

army the luxury of keeping very few troops in the province and along that sector 

and Kurdish nationalist attempts to undermine Ottoman rule and advance on 

the supply lines back of the Ottoman Sixth Army. Knowing Turkish, Arabic, 

Persian, and some Kurdish, Khaidar Bey was able to communicate with local 

leaders one-on-one. He carefully paid respect to religious leaders and even 

publicly kissed the hand of a sheikh. His Albanian background and years of 

service in Van province had provided him with the necessary sensitivity and 

local experience to successfully engage in tribal politics. He did not advocate a 
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narrow Turkish nationalist agenda like other Ottoman governors in the eastern 

provinces. Khaidar Bey could not alleviate the suffering of Kurdish refugees in 

a decisive manner. The reports on the situation gave a very muted impression 

of the extent of the suffering, which finally drew criticism from the central 

government. Still, he was able to prevent worse by refusing to deport Kurds to 

the western provinces as he had been ordered to do. This blunt rejection of a 

key government program for the assimilation of Kurds did not cost him his 

position. When rumors circulated that he might be removed, it was the Sixth 

Army which plainly stated that the war effort on the Persian and Mesopotamian 

fronts could not afford losing the governor.  

The campaign against the Nestorians and the few Armenians in their midst 

showed that Kurds were not simply tools in the government hands. They were 

actively pursuing their own interests. This they did mostly on a tribal basis, but 

in view of the abundant loot, coalitions with otherwise competing tribes were 

possible.182 The promise of getting rich quick attracted tribes from more distant 

areas, and, indeed, the men made spectacular gains aside from routinely 

massacring their victims. The success was due to a large degree, however, to 

the absence of Russian troops. Once Russian troops advanced to the mountain 

region in 1916, Kurdish warriors of the Holy War were the first to abandon the 

battle fields. They did so at a pace that left Kurdish civilians behind without 

protection. The latter paid a high price, often with their lives. Advancing 

Russian troops did not distinguish much between the various tribal factions and 

treated Kurds as Armenians, Nestorians, and Persian Shias had been treated 

before. Ottoman atrocities in Persia, including Kurdish parading of the severed 

head of a Russian consul through the streets of a town after the body had been 

robbed by an Ottoman officer, had probably contributed to setting the stage.183 

Many Kurdish tribes lost their territory and suffered heavily from the Russian 

assault and the deadly hardships of the flight towards Mosul and Kirkuk. Those 

tribes from further afield who had participated in the onslaught, however, kept 

their loot. Thus, Kurdish tribal society became stratified along the lines of 

winners and losers. Overall, the situation in the mountain district was that of 
184 

The activities of Kurdish nationalists trying to undermine Ottoman control 

in the area remained by and large unsuccessful. The men lacked a viable 

182 For instance, Tahir Agha of the Dustki tribe coordinated with Suto Agha of the 

Oramar tribe attacks on the Nestorians. The Kurds were prepared to attack the latter 

on their own in case Ottoman reinforcements might be late (  
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strategy in the absence of sufficient and sustained Russian support. Their 

Islamist rhetoric remained ineffective given their association with the Russians. 

They also lost the secular side of the argument by being unable to offer 

economic benefits like the Ottomans. There was no loot to be distributed. The 

Russians were also somewhat cautious about their Kurdish allies as not all could 

be trusted. Blatant opportunism like in the case of Sayyid Taha was not a 

foundation on which a solid strategy could be built. Still, many dedicated 

followers of Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan were willing to risk their lives and paid the 

ultimate price. Ottoman counter intelligence depended, like before the war, on 

Kurdish informants and remained highly effective and deadly. In the same way, 

the murder of Abdurrezzak Bedirkhan in Mosul was in line with established 

Ottoman policies towards Kurdish leaders. The postwar trial of the suspects 

was a rare occasion when Armenian and Kurdish victims sought justice in the 

same courtroom. By that time the experience of hundreds of thousands of 

Kurdish refugees during their deportation to Ottoman provinces in the West of 

the empire or in the horrific conditions of Mosul province had doubtlessly left 

a mark on their perception of Ottoman or Turk

against the Nestorians and his scheme for settling Kurds in the area had created 

the preconditions of a predominantly, or perhaps exclusively, Kurdish core 

region in the inaccessible mountain range of Central Kurdistan. With the 

consent of his superiors, the Albanian official had created a region that would 

serve as a stronghold for Kurdish nationalists for decades to come. One is left 

to wonder, if this circumstance could have escaped the experienced governor 

at the time. 

K Sinjar reflected his generally 

pragmatic approach. While there could be little doubt that he knew about the 

extent of Armenian flight to the mountain, he claimed ignorance of the 

situation. When denial was no longer an option, he downplayed numbers and 

did not undertake decisive steps against the Yezidis. The Yezidis were a 

nuisance but not a serious military threat. In a way the desert and steppes 

surrounding their mountain contained the problem they posed. Hostile Arab 

neighbors were a further deterrent to straying too far from the hideouts. There 

was no urgent need to expend valuable military resources. The CUP, however, 

saw this differently, but it had to wait until one of its tested operatives, Memduh 

Bey, took over the province. Then the situation for Yezidis and Armenians 

changed dramatically. The military deployed men, ammunition and equipment 

that the failing army desperately needed elsewhere. It was an exercise in 

ideology. Similarly, the repression of Armenians and the starving to death of 

Kurds became a daily occurrence. The newly arrived CUP fanatics in Mosul 

used the last months of the war to display their administrative incompetence in 

running the affairs of the province while enriching themselves. Their conduct 
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was a matter of public record, rape being an all too familiar denominator for 

these CUP members, many of whom would meet again in the Turkish 

parliament of the 1920s. 

Central government plans to turn Mosul into a principal destination area for 

deportees never materialized. First, in spring 1915 the Russian advance in the 

Lake Van region limited the terrain within the province that the central 

authorities deemed safe for placing Armenians. Once the perceived Russian 

threat had subsided, British advances in Mesopotamia put a stop to large-scale 

deportations to Mosul for good. One immediate consequence was that Der Zor 

district emerged as the only place to which Armenians could still be deported, 

and no way out of the desert district was left. 

The experience of Mosul province during the tenure of Khaidar Bey is also 

an example of regional resistance to the Armenian Genocide. In the past 20 

years, research on the Armenian Genocide has highlighted the initiatives of 

Armenian deportees and community members to alleviate their situation.185 The 

Armenian experience in Mosul province is a further confirmation of this general 

pattern. The small local community was able to mobilize Arab community 

leaders and win their support for essential relief work. Together with limited 

, the initiative provided initial 

housing, some medical and nutritional assistance, and often a place for the 

near future. Naturally, the help was insufficient given the famine conditions 

prevailing in the region. Deportees in the province sought employment 

wherever they could and did their best to make themselves indispensable.  

On a political level, matters became blurred. Khaidar Bey cautiously 

concealed the degree of his cooperation with Consul Holstein, indicating how 

politically sensitive and potentially harmful the matter was. He and his staff also 

stalled plans to bring down Yezidi resistance and with it seal the fate of the 

Armenians hiding in the Sinjar. In the Hakkari Mountains, Shefik Bey did his 

best to protect surviving Nestorians and Armenians. Aside from the provincial 

governor, Mosul Police Director Khalid Bey was the second most effective 

official in protecting Armenians. He saw to it that Armenians received warnings 

when needed and did his best to influence leading officials when drastic 

185 

 2 (1998), 

pp. 7- et de 
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les Camps de Concentration de Syrie et de Mésopotamie (1915-
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A Ca Remembrance and Denial. 

The Case of the Armenian Genocide, ed. Richard G. Hovannisian, Detroit, Wayne 

State University Press, 1998, p. 95. 
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measures were under discussion. Although Khalid Bey naturally had no interest 

in going on record with his activities, many witnesses attested to his work. 

Perhaps the highest praise of his humanitarian work came from Reshid Bey, 

also 

denounced Khalid Bey in the strongest terms, yet the experienced official 

managed to carry on his work and maintained contact with the ARF-led 

Armenian underground. After the war, both Shefik Bey and Khalid Bey came 

forward and gave evidence against responsible CUP cadres for the courts-

martial in Constantinople. In sum, the case of Mosul defies simplifications of 

the Armenian Genocide as a streamlined operation under full central 

government control. People from very diverse backgrounds resisted the CUP. 

Some did so on their own, many as a community, while others established 

effective networks. They reached out over national, religious and also cultural 

boundaries, trying to save at least a few and thereby a piece of their own 

humanity. 
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The Arrival of the Armenian Refugees from Van in 1918 and their Settlement in 

the Refugee Camps of Baquba and Nahr Omar 

(Summary) 

Seta D. Ohanian 

dajad.seta@gmail.com 

 

1638 is considered to be the revival date of the historical Armenian community of 

Iraq. However, only after the massive forced deportation of the Armenians to Iraq 

during WWI was the community reorganized as a separate national unit with its own 

schools, churches and various associations and institutions. 

The paper focuses on the trail of the deportees to Iraq, their two-year settlement in 

the Baquba refugee camp (1918-1920), their resettlement in Nahr Omar due to the 

1920 revolt of the Iraqis, their repatriation in the 1920s and 1947, the demography, 

etc. The paper highlights the history of the post-Genocide Armenian residential areas 

of Baghdad, Basra, Mosul, Zakho, Erbil and its peripheries, the Armenian villages of 

Havzrek and Avzrug, as well as the still-existing or partly-disappeared Armenian 

residential areas. 
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39: ,     -

      30     

70 :   ,     

 '   .   -

  '  ,  -

         -

  ,     40 .  

    ,   40: 

1      , 

 3    '   41:   

      :  

         

'    42:       5 ,  

     7 :   

     12000 43: 

 

  

)    

     ,    

1917     120 ,    

  -    -

:         -

        -

,        

    ,    

  :      1919   -

    -   421   

  -   169   1920  128  

:    1917-21  -   

    ,     

39 ,  46: 
40 ,  48: 
41 ,  373, 376:     

  ,      

     : 
42 ,  378: 
43 ,  381: 
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416 - ,   -  ,   

  380 - 44: 
 

     

/  1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 

 . . . . . . . 

. 

. . 

    4 33 54 1  5 7 

   2 2 5 26 1  2 5 

    1 11 13 1 3  4 

    2 3 12 5 14 4 2 

  120 3  31 65 4 13 4 7 

 1    90 4 6 12 6 15 

      3 4 6 1 5 

     2 5 2   5 

       4 4  2 

    6 4 9 1 14 1 2 

    4 5 12 7 12 3 3 

 114  6 139 8 26  14 4 1 

 115 120 11 158 192 229 36 92 30 58 
 

)    

    ,   

   8-14    (86,4%)   

 (91%) 45:     12 -   

 (30%)    (21.5%)    46: 

 

44         -

  :    -  380 

 (   37% ),  -  416 

(40%)  ,     1918  1919 -

    49 (23.1%), 1919  66 (31.1%),  

 30 (14%),  1918  1919      

52 (24.5%):  ,       '  -

  (The AGBU Hadjin Orphanage, 1919-1920, Introduction, 

translation and annotation by Antranik Dakessian, Beirut, HU Press, 2020,  38):  
45        

,    8-15       77%  

  (The AGBU Hadjin Orphanage, 1919-1920, Introduction, 

translation and annotation by Antranik Dakessian, Beirut, HU Press, 2020,  37): 
46      12   -

    17.6% (The AGBU Hadjin,  38): 
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 2.-    

 . .  .   . . 

1 1  8 46 50 14 60 30 

3 1 1 9 39 37 15 5 19 

4 8 7 10 98 51 16 7 5 

5 4 4 11 61 44 17 1  

6 12 6 12 198 83 18 3  

7 17 12 13 100 34    
 

)  47 

1.-  /  

 2/1,  2,  13/11, /  2,  2, , 

 6/2,  2, ,  2/1, , , -

 2/3, , ,  2/3,  5/1,  2, -

, ,  1/6,  1/6,  5/2, , -

 7,  3/2, ,  2, ,  4, -

 1/4, ,  11/6,  3,  1/1,  3, , , 

, ,  4/1,  4/2,  2/2,  2, -

, , ,  2, /  10/4, ,  2/1, 

,  12/3,  2, ,  1/2, ,  

1/1,  2, , , ,  2,  4/4,  

8/3,  3, , ,  2/3,  7/2, , , -

, ,  4, , ,  2, ,  

,  ( .) 1/2, ,  12/5,  1/1,  2/1, -

, /  12/5,  2/1, ,  6/1, -

, , , ,  1/1,  3, /  2, 

 2, ,  1/3,  4/1,  6/1, , -

,  1/1,  3,  2, ,  2/1,  6/1, 

/  38/13,  3, , , ,  

2/1,  4/3,  2,  3/1, , ,  6/6, , 

 3,  2, , , , ,  3/5, 

 2,  11/8, , /  2,  2, , -

 11/6,  6/4, ,  3/1, ,  1/1, -

, ,  11/6, , , , /  

/  3/5,  2/2,  6/4,  2,  10/3,  

  6/1, ,  1/1, , ,  -

,  1/ , ,  2,  1/2,  1/1, ,  

 2, ,  5/2,  4/3, .  2/1, 

47        ,  -

:      : 
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,  2, ,  ( .) 2,  ,  

5/6,  1/1, ,  4/1,  3/4, ,  6/3, -

, , ,  /   4, , , 

/  5/10, ,  2,   2, 

,  2/2,  2, , , , , -

 3/1,  2, , ,  1/1,  2, -

,  3/1, , ,  1/4,  1/2, -

 3/4,  4, /  3, , ,  8/4, 

 16/9,  4/2, ,  4/3,  38/19,  5/3, -

, ,  2,  3, , . ,  10/10,  

/ /  11/7,  7/3,  2,  2,  4, 

,  2,  3/4, . ,  1/1,  3/1, -

,  2, ,  2/1,  2,  1/1, -

 5/4,  3/2, ,  2, , ,  3, 

 3,  2,  5/3,  3/1,  2, , ,  

6/2,  3/2: 
 

2.-   

 56/31,  2,  1/1, ,  18/23, -

 49/26,  2, ,  3, ,  2/1, ,  

8/3,  1/2,  3, ,  12/4,  2,  122/68, 

 4,  1/2,  9/7,  11/2, ,  2/1, -

/  40/18,  9/3,  2/1, , ,  2, 

, /   16/13,  3,  2,  5/5, 

 1/1, /  13/6,  14/5,   2,  

49/30,  8/10,  2,  1/3, , , -

 2/7,  1/1,  2/8,  15/1,  21/8,  5/3, 

 49/20, ,  13/8,  6/3,  61/39, , 

  4, /  7, : 

   ,    80 -

   -    ,  

       4 ,  -

     8.5 :    

 ,        

,   5.5  : 
 

)   

      , 

     :  -

      ,    -

 :          



186

  :     

     :    '  

 1924    ,   : 

1)  

 '     ,  

   ,    ,   

         -

        :  

  '     -

 ,      « »     

         « »: 

       ,  -

     : ,   -

    , ,  , 

    (  )48: -

       :  

  10       

    :  

2)  

      , -

      -    -

 :  ,      

1919-24   87    : -

    , , ,   

  :     -

  ,    : 

    ( , , )  

     . ,  .,    

      ,  : 

       ,  -

    14   :  

  1919-24 :       

         : 

48    , La Fanfare du Négus: Les Arméniens en Éthiopie 

(XIXe-XXe siècles), Les Éditions de l'EHESS, coll. « En temps & lieux », France, 2013: 
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The Repatriation of 

Armenian Refugees from Iraq to Soviet Armenia 

1921-1925 
Vahram L. Shemmassian 

Vahram.shemmassian@csun.edu  
 

Iraq (Mesopotamia) constituted one of the main dumping grounds and 

killing fields of Armenians deported, especially from the Ottoman province of 

Van, during the World War I genocide. At the end of the conflagration, and 

under the British administration of Iraq, the survivors, together with other 

persecuted Ottoman Christian minorities such as the Assyrians, were 

sheltered at a refugee camp at Baaquba (Baquba) near Baghdad, and 

subsequently at Nahr el Omar (Nahr Omar/Umar) near Basra. Given the 

considerable expenses required to maintain the camp, the British considered 

several options to dispose of the Armenian and Assyrian refugees. While the 

Assyrians accepted a proposal to settle permanently in agricultural colonies 

near Kirkuk, the Armenians declined in anticipation of relocation to Armenia. 

By late 1920 the Republic of Armenia, established in May 1918, had come 

under Communist rule. The British negotiated with the new regime for the 

resettlement of the Armenian refugees. While the Armenian government was 

receptive to this idea, it faced serious food shortages and other hardships, 

and accordingly was reluctant to receive large numbers of refugees at once, 

preferring smaller groups instead. While several thousands of the refugees 

were ultimately transferred from Basra to Soviet Armenia via the Black Sea 

port city of Batum (Batoum/Batumi), Soviet Georgia, the rest remained 

behind, thereby becoming a part of the modern Armenian community of Iraq. 

This article deals with the issue of repatriation of Armenian refugees from 

Iraq to Soviet Armenia during the years 1921-1925. 

 

EARLIEST RELOCATION SCHEMES: 1918-1920 

At the start of 1918, Armenian remnants, mostly from the Ottoman 

province of Van, were forced to escape across Turkish Kurdistan to Salmas in 

northwestern Persia. En route, a large number was massacred by Kurds. 

Shortly thereafter, Persian,  they 

once again had to flee along with some 30,000 Assyrian Christians and 

retreat into British protection in Iraq.1 They were sheltered in a concentration 

camp near the town of Baaquba, 33 miles to the northeast of Baghdad. The 

1  

Mesopotamia, Baghdad, the Government Press, 1919, p. 1. 
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camp was divided into three areas. The Armenians, who numbered about 

14,000, were settled in Area A.2  

At the end of October 1919, the British Under Secretary of State, Foreign 

Wilson, Chief of the Im

 Foreign Secretary Lord (later 

esirable, from the point 

of view of economy, that the Refugee Camp at Baqubah should be broken 

 Although The Army Council regarded Cil

to this course vis a vis 
3 repatriating 590 Armenian refugees to Cilicia, then under French 

control, was still feasible. Despite French objections to such a move, which 

region, in the summer and fall of 1919 small caravans of refugees left 

Baaquba for Aleppo, hoping to regain their hometowns in Cilicia. This limited 

movement, however, came to an end as Turkish nationalist forces occupied 

Cilicia in 1920-21, forcing the general Armenian population to seek 

permanent refuge in Syria and Lebanon.4  

If Constantinople and especially Cilicia were seen as possible destinations, 

albeit remotely

iew of 

humanity, as, to arrive at their homes, by whatever route selected, whether by 

sea or land, they would have to pass through hostile territory where they 

would certainly be attacked unless a British escort were provided, which is 

2 For the Armenian refugee camp of Baaquba, see ibid.; Further Memoranda; Rev. 

Arsen A. Georgizian, Mer Azkayin Koyabaykare 1915-1922i Zulumi Darinerun (Our 

National Struggle for Survival during the Years 1915-1922 of Tyranny), Beirut, 

Zartonk Press, 1967, pp. 150-62, 170-74, 178-93; Seta Dajad Ohanian, Iraki Hay 

Hamaynke 20-rt Tarun (The Armenian Community of Iraq in the 20th Century), 

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Series no. 152, Yerevan, Institute of History of the 

National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia, 2016, pp. 44-49; Akaby 

Nassibian, Britain and the Armenian Question 1915-1923, London and Sydney, 

 1984, pp. 244-45.  
3 Great Britain, Foreign Office (FO) Archives, Kew, FO 371/W44, 4546/146380, Under 

Secretary of State, Foreign Office to War Office, 28 October 1919. 
4 

Middle East, 1918-  (eds.), 

Armenian Cilicia, Costa Mesa, CA, Mazda Publishers, 2008, pp. 440-44; Further 

Memoranda, p. 2. 
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out of the question.  Another group of 2285 Armenians at the camp who had 

come from Persia 5  

The British government also contemplated other alternatives for the 

disposal of the refugees - Return to the new Armenian State 

[Republic of Armenia]. b.- Shipment to America: and (in the last resort) c.- 

 Initially, the first option could not be carried 

travel of uprooted Armenians to their homeland impossible. The second 

option, too, was not feasible, because a new US Immigration Law imposed 

strict limitations on the admission of prospective aliens. The third option 

remained stillborn due to local prejudices as well a

refusal to settle in Iraq.6 Relocation to Cyprus was similarly considered but 

it would involve the dispossession of the present owners of 
7  

The overwhelming majority of Armenian refugees at Baaquba pinned their 

hopes on settling in Armenia. On 9 July 1919, upon receiving a communiqué 

from the Armenian refugees in Iraq, the Catholicosate (Pontificate) of All 

Armenians at Echmiadzin urged the government of the newly-independent 

Republic of Armenia to hasten the repatriation of refugees.8 The government, 

in turn, established the Department of Repatriation and Reconstruction, 

which, among other initiatives, sent a representative by the name of Arsen 

Gidur (Kitur) to Baghdad  urge the British 

authorities to repatriate them or at least transport them to Erevan to get them 

away from the alien, disease- 9 The lack of 

sufficient funds, frustration with the local Armenian leadership, and the 

5 FO 371/W44, 4546/146380, Under Secretary of State, Foreign Office to War Office, 

28 October 1919. 
6 Delegation of the Armenian Republic (DAR) Archives, Boston (now in Watertown), 

Massachusetts, File 156 a/55 a, H.H.B 1921 T. [Delegation of the Armenian Republic 

1921], Armenian Refugees in Mesopotamia, Situation on August 10th 1921. Copy. 
7 Ibid., Supplementary note to the minutes of the Conference to discuss the question 

of the disposal of Armenian refugees in Meopotamia held at the Colonial Office on 

July 1st 1921, 3 August 1921. Copy, No. I. 
8 H.U. Meliksetyan, Hayrenik-Spyurk Arnchutyunner yev Hayrenatartzutyune (1920-

1980 tt.) (Fatherland-Diaspora Relations and the Repatriation [1920-1980]), 

Yerevan, Yerevan State University Press, 1985, p. 77. 
9 Richard G. Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia, Vol. II, From Versailles to 

London, 1919-1920, Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, University of California Press, 

1982, p. 43. See also Great Britain, India Office (IO) Archives, London, L/P and 

S/11/158, P6241/1919, Avedis Aharonian to Sir (Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs), 21 May 1920; Hairenik (Fatherland) (Boston), 24 December 1919, 11 January 

1920. 
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refusal of British authorities to accord him official recognition rendered 

Gid  At the same time, complaints lodged by the 

refugees about Gidur prompted the Armenian government to appoint Levon 

Shaghoyian, a leading and popular Van native, ee 

 Although a small number of refugees was dispatched from 

Baaquba to Erevan in fall 1920 under Shaghoyi , most 

Armenian refugees in Iraq stayed behind.10  

In spring 1920, the British proposed a scheme to permanently settle the 

Armenian refugees in Kirkuk. The Armenian Relief Committee at Baghdad 

and the Armenian Committee at the Baaquba camp both vetoed this 

later, a possib

Republic of Armenia.11 But that anticipation was dampened temporarily by a 

new development the Arab resistance to British colonial rule. In August 

1920, Arab fighters captured Baaquba town and threatened the refugee camp 

a short distance away. Although the fighting in the immediate vicinity subsided 

o supply difficulties,

the camp was evacuated in September, with the Assyrians transferred to 

Mosul and the Armenians to Nahr el Omar near Basra in the south of the 

country.12 

In November and December 1920, British officials considered the 

possibility of repatriating the refugees to Armenia. 

recent and actual conditions in Armenia, Armenian Government urges return 

of refugees should be deferred. We [Sir Horace Rumbold, British High 

Commissioner in Constantinople] consider present circumstances quite justify 
13 Sir Percy Cox, British High Commissioner for Iraq, 

disapproved of the (permanent) settlement of Armenian refugees there, and 

14 But J.A.C. Tilley at the Foreign 

 in the hands of an Armenian 

Soviet Govt [sic] under the aegis of Moscow, and that the withdrawal of 

10 Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia, Vol. III, From London to Sèvres, February-

August 1920, Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, University of California Press, 1996, 

pp. 422-23. See also IO, L/P and S/11/158, P5955/1919, Telegram from Civil 

Commissioner, Baghdad, 23 September 1919; idem, P6241/1919, Wellesby to Sir 

(Under Secretary of State, India Office), 8 October 1919. 
11 Further Memoranda, p. 2. 
12 Ibid., p. 5. 
13 FO 371/5128, E14414/88/44, Sir Percy Cox, High Commissioner, Baghdad, 

Following  message from Constantinople 6 November 1920.  
14 FO 371/5128, E14584/88/44, Note on Sir Percy Cox, 23 November 1920. 
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however be possible to approach the Armenian Republic in the matter at a 

later date, in the event of its not proving feasible to send the Armenian 
15 

the close of 1920 found one still with the repatriation problem to a great 

extent unsettled and with fresh measures to be devised which should get rid 
16  

 

BRITISH-SOVIET ARMENIAN NEGOTIATIONS  

Because the refugee camp at Nahr el Omar was costly, it could not be 

sustained indefinitely. Accordingly, on 8 June 1921 the British notified the 

Armenian Refugee Committee of their decision to close down the camp on 15 

August, after which the Armenians would be left to fend for themselves. A 

representative group of refugees met on 14 June to discuss this critical 

development, and recommended that Shaghoyian consult with the Armenian 

national authorities in Baghdad to ask the British authorities and the highest 

for the refugees. However, believing that the British would not change their 

mind, the representative group pleaded with Avedis Aharonian, the head of 

the Delegation of the Armenian Republic in Paris, to utilize his connections to 

17 On 19 July, the refugees  committee wrote to 

Aharonian once again with the following information. There were more than 

300 gravely ill patients in the camp hospital, 10-15 of whom died daily, and 

1200-2000 others received medication from the pharmacy daily. Some 350-

400 single youths working on the Basra-Makine railways and getting sick due 

to the scorching heat and inhospitable climate in general could not afford to 

seek help in municipal hospitals and, at the same time, were not allowed by 

the British to enter the camp for medical treatment. Another 6000-7000 

refugees, including men capable of labor, were denied relief. Although the 

committee had decided to keep the refugees in the camp intact as a group to 

prevent eventual assimilation in Iraq should dispersal occur, which was 

imminent, this could only be a temporary arrangement at best under the 

circumstances. gees 

15 FO 371/5128, E15330/88/44, J.A.C. Tilley to Treasury, 13 December 1920. 
16 Further Memoranda, p. 6. 
17 DAR, File 156 a/55 a, Vice-Chair of the Mesopotamia Armenian Refugees Committee 

Avedis V. Mogatsian and Secretary Dikran [illegible] to Avedis Aharonian, 15 June 

1921.  
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to either Cilicia or Batum.18 While these urgent calls were being made, on 17 

July the British began to withhold relief distribution to 1400 refugees and a 

similar number on 25 July, a process that would continue on a weekly basis 

thereafter.19  

The Armenians found themselves in an impossible situation and sought 

solutions to their predicament. Armenia, although now a Soviet state, 

continued to inspire hope. The refugees immediately appealed to the 

government in Erevan for repatriation through Krikor Vartanian, the Soviet 

Armenia representative in Tabriz, as well as by sending a delegation to meet 

with Alexander Miasnikian, the head of the Armenian government.20 The 

Central Committee of the Communist Party in Armenia (CCCPA) and the 

Soviet government both reacted favorably. On 2 July 1921 the CCCPA called 

upon the Armenian refugees in Hamadan, Kirmanshah, Mosul, and Nahr el 

e sake of its building and the end of 

means at their disposal in order to give you shelter 

and resettle you in villages and cities  until such time when you, in turn, will 

be able to dedicate yourselves to the sacred work of reconstructing our 
21 

To this effect on 7 October 1921 the Soviet Armenian government sent a 

special note to the British Foreign Office with a proposal to relocate the 

refugees to Soviet Armenia. Signed by Commissar for Foreign Affairs Askanaz 

Mravian, the note called upon the British government to continue the 

distribution of rations and to halt the plan of dispersing the Armenians in 

Iraq, both of which measures were essential 

national survival. But if everything else failed, the British should at least fulfill 

 

Accordingly, Mravian asked the British government to transport the refugees 

via Constantinople to the coastal city of Batum in Georgia, wherefrom the 

Soviet Armenian government would assume the responsibility for their 

transfer to and settlement in Armenia.22 

Coincidentally, the day before, that is, on 6 October, the Foreign Office 

Soviet 

Armenian representative in Constantinople, that we [the British] had no other 

18 Ibid., Chairman of the Mesopotamia Armenia Refugees Committee Levon 

Shaghoyian to Aharonian, 19 July 1921. 
19 Ibid., Shaghoyian to Aharonian, 28 July 1921. 
20 Meliksetyan, pp. 80-81. 
21 Ibid., pp. 78-79. 
22 Ibid., 81-82. 
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alternative but to dispatch  In response, Soviet 

Armenia expressed will

 

to Batoum by ordinary transport would cost [the British government] 

repatriated in batches of 3000 in pilgrim ships at a cost of about £50,000, 

for a saving of £400,000. Owing to food shortages in Armenia, the Soviet 

government did not consent to this proposal. Regardless, on 23 November 

1921 the first boat, the Dara, set sail with 3000 Armenian refugees.23 The 

captain was instructed to carry rations for 35 days, should the refugees 

stay an extra week aboard in Batum after a trip of 23-28 days, a consideration 

entire batch at once. The captain was also asked 

in Constantinople in case he has to put the ship back with the surplus 
24 The Armenian government on 13 December discussed the 

accomplished fact of the Dara, and instructed Commissar for Agriculture 

Aramayis Erznkyan to find suitable farmlands and furnish financial assistance 

to the prospective settlers, who arrived in Batum on 21 December.25 

 

INVOLVEMENT OF HUMANITARIAN SOCIETIES  

A telegram sent earlier by the representative of the British Armenian 

Refugee (L  

such that the refugees should not be repatriated unless food is supplied them 

until 26 R. McDonell, an official at the Foreign Office, wrote: 

Treasury to sanction a 

together with any monies that may be saved out of the existing grant. This, I 

protesting voices of Armenian and American opinion and perhaps enable the 

Government is able to absorb them. I think if the Armenian Government 

23 FO 371/6359, E 13361/208/93, High Commissioner for Iraq Sir Percy Cox to 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, 5 December 1921 telegram, paraphrased from 

telegram no. 757 of 4 December. 
24 FO 371/6359, E13457/208/93, FO to Horace Rumbold, 10 December 1921, and 

minute by R. McDonell. 
25 Meliksetyan, p. 83. 
26 FO 371/6359, E 13111/208/93, Flag K, News by Mr. McDonell on Armenian 

Refugees from Iraq. 
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realize that we are taking measures to feed these people on their arrival, 

there will be le 27  

 the -pan into the 

 as 

. We naturally 

wonder where the food is to come from that is to feed these 10,000 or more 

additi 28 

Emily Robinson, Honorary Secretary of the Armenian Red Cross and Relief 

Fund, painted a similar bleak picture: 

 population in the Caucasus 

. In September [1921] dead carts were going round in 

Alexandropol daily, picking up the bodies of those who had died in the streets 

. Thousands of refugees have 

collected at Batoum waiting their opportunity to get away to some land where 

. 

would be nothing short of madness to send more people to the Caucasus at 
29 

Besides the fear of starvation, there was concern about the renewal of 

massacres even at Batum. G. Leonard Leese, Organizing Secretary of the 

British Armenia Society, wrote to the Under Secretary of State, Colonial 

Office on 15 December: call your attention to the reports 

which are published in the newspapers regarding the activities of Enver Pasha 

in Batum and its neighbourhood. These reports indicate that Enver Pasha is 

engaged in recruiting an armed force among the Moslem Adjarians of the 

Batum Province. In view of the notorious responsibility of this man for the 

massacres of Turkish Armenians during the war, I desire to point out the 

additional dangers which, if these reports are correct, will confront the 

Armenian refugees when they are landed at Batum, and to ask that immediate 
30 But High 

Commissioner Rumbold allayed such fears.  - he 

wrote - appears normal. So far as I can ascertain, neither Enver nor his 

 He is now, according 

27 FO 371/6359, Mr. McDonell on Armenian Refugees from Iraq, 29 November 1921. 
28 FO 371/6359, E13307/208/93, Charles Vickery to Harold Buxton, 16 November 

1921. 
29 FO 371/6359, E13471/208/93, Emily Robinson to Under Secretary of State, FO, 7 

December 1921. 
30 FO 371/6359, E13803/208/93, Leese to Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office, 

15 December 1921. 
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 I do not expect that these 

Armenians will have anything to fear beyond the possibility of shortage of 

food while awaiting transpo 31 

When Harold Buxton

Transcaucasia, learned of the Dara  arrival in Batum, he informed the 

Foreign Office that the Soviet Armenian government could transport the 

refugees from Batum to Erevan and settle them in villages; however, feeding 

them would be absolutely impossible given serious food shortages in the 

 of 9,000 refugees 

scheduled to arrive from Iraq unless they were fed till 1 July 1922, that is, for 

the following six months. In order to resolve this matter, Buxton inquired 

whether the British government could allocate special funds for the purchase 

of 60,000 poods of flour and 50,000 poods of other food at Constantinople 

or Batum. Delaying the other ships transporting refugees could be another 

solution. Rumbold transmitted the message to London without entertaining 

hope that either alternative would be accepted.32  

A partial solution to the predicament of the initial 3000 refugees waiting 

in Batum would be to accommodate 519 of them in Constantinople, that is, 

those who were native to that city and whose resident relatives were willing to 

support them. The British rejected the idea. Leese took issue with his 

 decision, because he saw no possible justification for refusing 

admission to Armenians who were originally inhabitants of Constantinople ... 

know and which is infinitely worse off economically than Consta  He 

then inquired whether the Foreign Office would cooperate with the Colonial 

Office in letting the next batches of Armenian refugees originally from 

Constantinople disembark there and allow those already arrived in Batum 

with the Dara to return to Constantinople if they so desired.33 Lancelot 

Oliphant at the Foreign Office contacted Rumbold to find out if the latter 

wanted to discuss the matter with the General Officer Commanding the Allied 
34 while letting Leese know that 

issued by the General Officer Commanding Allied troops to guard against any 
35  

31 FO 371/6359, E14108/208/93, H. Rumbold to FO, 24 December 1921. 
32 FO 371/6359, E14109/208/93, Buxton to Rumbold for transmission to FO, 25 

December 1921. 
33 FO 371/7788, E242/242/65, G. Leonard Leese to Under Secretary of State, Foreign 

Office, 6 January 1922.  
34 FO 371/7788, E242/242/65, Lancelot Oliphant to Rumbold, 12 January 1922. 
35 FO 371/7788, E242/242/65, Oliphant to Leese, 12 January 1922. 
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Meanwhile, on 2 January 1922 the Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Mravian, 

cabled to 

winter housing, it is impossible to receive new groups of refugees before 

April and that two groups arriving after April 1st should not consist of more 

than  He also repeated 

arriving is absolutely impossible before date indicated, and declines 

 As the boat Akbar was on 

its way to Batum, the British feared 
36 In that eventuality, the Armenian 

Patriarchate had to assume responsibility for them 
37 

Safety, food, and settlement issues had not yet been resolved when the 

second boat, the Akbar, set sail from Basra on 13 December 1921.38 Upon the 

 on 9 January 1922, that is after a journey of 28 days, 

to supply rolling-stock to convey the refugees to 

Armenia until January 18, and then only for 650. They also refused to accede 

provided with tents, should be disembarked and put into camps. There was 
39  

At this juncture, Greece expressed readiness to allow in some 10,000 

refugees from Cilicia and settle them in Thrace if the British shouldered the 

expenses. Dwight G. Osborne, an official in the Foreign Office, 

may be necessary to accept this offer in the last resort for this  the second  

shipload of 3,000 [refugees from Iraq] & for the last shipload of a like 

amount  He added: If the last ship is held up the £20,000 of charter money 

will be wasted. 
40 At the same time, Oliphant asked the Secretary to the 

Treasury if his department 

able at the Disposal Commission to be given to the Armenian 

, which had an organization in Transcaucasia. 

enable the refugees to be disembarked at Batoum 

and maintained there until such time as they could be absorbed in Armenian 

36 FO 371/7788, E277/242/65, Rumbold to FO, 8 January 1922. 
37 FO 371/7788, E277/242/65, Osborne minutes, 9 January 1922. 
38 FO 371/6359, E13950/208/93, High Commissioner for Iraq Sir Percy Cox to 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, 15 December 1921.  
39 FO 371/7789, E2494/242/65, Rumbold to Marques Curzon of Kedlestone, 23 

February 1922. 
40 FO 371/7788, E277/242/65, Osborne minutes, 9 January 1922. 
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41 The British were now convinced that the third boat should not sail 

before March and definitely should not arrive in Batum before April.42 In any 

case, the third boat should not carry more than 2000 refugees, 800 of them 

orphans. Should this general figure be accepted, there would still remain 

about 2500 Armenian refugees in Iraq that had to take care of themselves 

without British assistance. The best the British would do was to allocate £1 per 

departing tent, each consisting of eighteen refugees, 

for Batum with the 43 

While a solution was being sought to the stalemate, the British at the same 

time reminded the Soviet Armenian government of its responsibility to accept 

the Armenian refugees, especially given the fact that the British government 

through its various agencies was doing its part to supply food, clothing, and 

medicines to the refugees stranded in Batum.44 Indeed, £5000 was allocated 

to 

on condition that the refugees would disembark and be fed on land and by no 

means aboard the boats.45 

guarantee to take at once all the refugees at Batoum and others destined for 

Bato

 However, it would also 

 that an additional £10,000 could be 
46  

While the British government was pressuring its Soviet Armenian 

counterpart to assume responsibility for the refugees while at the same time 

offering financial assistance, official Armenia issued figures to underscore the 

critical situation in the country. From Erevan, Buxton and Rev. H.W. 

Harcourt

41 FO 371/7788, E277/242/65, Oliphant to the Secretary to the Treasury, 11 January 

1922. 
42 FO 371/7788, E389/242/65, Rumbold to FO, 10 January 1922; McDonell minutes, 11 

January 1922. 
43 FO 371/7788, E434/242/65, High Commissioner for Iraq to Secretary of State for 

the Colonies, 10 January 1922. 
44 FO 371/7788, E437/242/65, Rumbold to FO, very urgent, 14 January 1922, and 

Osborne and Oliphant minutes. 
45 FO 371/7788, E553/242/65, FO to Rumbold, 14 January 1922, 17 January 1922; FO 

371/7788, E567/242/65, Rumbold to FO, 15 January 1922, and McDonell minutes, 16 

January 1922; FO 371/7789, E682/242/65, Shuckburgh to the Secretary, British 

Armenia Committee, 17 January 1922.  
46 FO 371/7789, E918/242/65, F. Skevington, at Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, to 

R.W. Bullard, Esq., C.I.E., Middle East Department, 24 January 1922. 
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agent in Armenia, on 1 January 1922 cabled the following to their 

headquarters in London: 
Population [in] Armenian Republic 1,400,000 including 300,000 refugees. Owing 

[to] war[,] invasion and drought there is deficiency [of] 3,500,000 poods (56,000 

tons) [of] foodstuffs on basis [of] half rations seven and half poods (270 lbs) for 

whole population until harvest. Govt [sic] at end of realisable resources. American 

[Near East Relief] Committee doing utmost [but] cannot cope with famine on this 

scale. 500,000 persons destitute and large numbers starving as ourselves have 

witnessed. Conditions [getting] more serious each month. Most urgent needs [are] 

flour[,] seed [and] clothing.47 

  

predicament, and general public opinion vis-à-vis the British: 
 official visits, interviews, 

inspection of institutions, etc., and above all, in making enquiries and suggestions 

about the refugees from Irak. The Soviet authorities are prepared to do their 

utmost, in regard to (1) transport to Armenia and (2) housing accommodations, in 

the villages near Erivan and Alexandropol  but are absolutely unable to find food 

for these people during the next few months, until harvest. It is a very black 

or 

further help. The N.E.R. [Near East Relief] agents accuse us for bringing 9,000 

more hungry stomachs into this already starving country; and they say frankly that 

we British ought to look after their needs. I cannot say much in defence of the 

action of our Government, but I have repudiated any responsibility whatever on the 

 It is a nasty business to have to start with. 

Nevertheless, we will do what we can and Northcote is remaining at Batoum to 

meet the boat. I trust that for our own credit, the refugees will come ashore but 

least with sufficient clothes and some rations etc. The British are not over popular 

here, and it will look very bad if our Government allows these people to starve.48  

  

The Soviet Armenian representative in Moscow, through the intermediary 

of the Soviet Russian government, continued to ask the British government to 

postpone the relocation of refugees from Iraq to Armenia until further notice, 

because the 3000 refugees already in Batum in a very serious position, 

 To be sure, 

[sic] is taking all necessary steps to organise the 
49 The British 

47 

1922, received in London on 27 January. 
48 FO 371/7788, E630/242/65, Buxton letter to Carlile, 18 December 1921, received 17 

January 1922. 
49 FO 371/7789, E689[or 690]/242/65, Russian Trade Delegation to Under Secretary 

of State, Foreign Affairs, 18 January 1922. 
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government remained adamant. It had already spent £4,000,000 for the 

maintenance of refugee camps in Iraq to date, and British taxpayers were not 

obliged to expend money on others any longer. 

comprehensive scheme for colonization in Iraq was accepted by Assyrians but 

the Assyrians, had a country they could settle in). Furthermore, despite the 

fact that the Soviet Armenian government on 15 February 1921 had agreed to 

accept the refugees, the British government had shown understanding by 

changing the schedule of transportation and allocating £5000 to feed and 

clothe the refugees in Batum. l be realized that although the 

sailing of the third vessel has been temporarily postponed, it is too late to 

alter the arrangements in regard to the other two since one is already at 
50  

Faced with heavy criticism from British Armenophile societies, public 

opinion in the United States, and the Soviet Armenian government, the British 

authorities in Iraq decided to allocate a total of £40,000 for the feeding of the 

refugees upon their arrival in Batum and shortly thereafter, provided they 

would be disembarked and entrained to Armenia without delay. A speedy 

resolution would also lessen British losses given the spiraling demurrage fees 

at the port. Although both the port and city authorities, as well as the 

Russians, who controlled the railways, presented 

difficulties, the refugees were finally transported to Soviet Armenia, the first 

batch arriving in Gamarlu, 20 miles from Erevan, by 10 January, and another 

group resettling at Echmiadzin.51 Buxton described the new arrivals

appearance 

those places] so Harcourt and I had a look at them. We were disappointed to 

see them so poorly clad; they complained a good deal of the cold and no 

wonder, at this altitude (4000ft.) and with deep snow on the ground. It must 
52  

The £40,000 grant for feeding and other maintenance purposes also 

enabled a third boat, the Shuja, to set sail from Basra on 27 January, arriving 

in Batum on 21 February. En route, in Constantinople, the Armenian 

Patriarch asked that about 120 of the passengers, who had relatives or 

properties in the city, be given permission to land there. The British, Italian, 

and French High Commissions agreed 

 However, 

50 FO 371/7789, E689 [or 690]/242/65, Osborne to Secretary, Russian Trade 

Delegation, 26 January 1922.  
51 FO 371/7789, E1267/242/65, Buxton to Carlile, 10 January 1922. 
52 Ibid. 
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they would ask the Patriarch to pay demurrage fees for two days 

Shuja 53 The bulk of refugees on the 

Shuja were disembarked at Batum on 27 February, that is, six days after their 

arrival, but, as previously, 

put forth by th

 On the positive side, unlike the previous two groups, the 
54  

In sum, the number of refugees on both the Dara and the Akbar, at their 

departure from Basra, were as follows: on the Dara, there were 1111 men, 

1030 women, and 859 children, for a total of 3000 passengers; on the 

Akbar, there were 927 men, 967 women, and 862 children, for a total of 

2756 passengers. Therefore, the two boats combined carried 2038 men, 

1997 women, and 1721 children, for a grand total of 5756 Armenian 

refugees.55 Add to this figure the 1200 persons (excluding orphans) that the 

Shuja transported, and approximately 7000 Armenian refugees went to 

Soviet Armenia from Iraq.56  

The Shuja not only transported refugees; it also carried orphans. On 21 

July 1921, the fate of the Nahr el Omar refugees and orphans was discussed at 

the Colonial Office in London with the participation of Arakel Bey Nubar, the 

Armenian National Delegation representative from Paris, Major General 

Yakov (Hagop) Bagratuni, the unofficial representative of the erstwhile 

Republic of Armenia in London, representatives from the Colonial, War, and 

Foreign offices, and Aneurin Williams, MP and Chair of the Lord M

Fund. In this meeting, it was decided, among other things, 

Office should telegraph to [High Commissioner of Palestine] Sir H. Samuel, 

instructing him to put himself into communication with the Armenian 

community in Jerusalem with a view to ascertaining how many orphans could 
57 The telegram was 

sent five days later, on 26 July.58 

53 FO 371/7789, E3038/242/65, Rumbold to Curzon of Kedleston, 14 March 1922. 
54 FO 371/7789, E3038/242/65, Harcourt to British High Commissioner in 

Constantinople, 1 March 1922. 
55 FO 371/7789, E878/242/65, Memorandum, Armenian refugees, position on 21 

January 1922. 
56 FO 371/7789, E2678/241/65, Buxton to Rumbold, 28 February 1922. 
57 DAR, File 156 a/55 a, H.H.B 1921 T., A conference to discuss the question of the 

disposal of Armenian refugees, held at the colonial office [sic] on Thursday July 21st, 

1921 at 12 noon. Copy. 
58 Ibid., Supplementary note to the minutes of the Conference to discuss the question 

of the disposal of Armenian refugees in Mesopotamia held at the Colonial Office on 

July 1st 1921, 3 August 1921. Copy, No. I. 
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The British High Commission in Palestine expressed readiness to accept 

the orphans there provided the Armenians or the American Near East Relief 

(NER) took care of them. After lengthy negotiations between the Armenian 

General Benevolent Union (AGBU) and the NER, the two organizations agreed 

to split the expenses fifty-fifty, with the AGBU also agreeing to take on all 

other charges. The AGBU, despite experiencing serious difficulties in 

maintaining the orphanages under its care in Cilicia due to depleting coffers, 

was willing to assume this new responsibility, fully cognizant of the fact that, 

should the orphans in Iraq be sent to Soviet Armenia, they would certainly 

augment an already starving population.59 

After consultations among the British authorities, Patriarch Yeghishe 

Turian of Jerusalem, and AGBU representatives, it was decided to 

accommodate the incoming orphans in the Bahche and Cham neighborhoods 

of the Holy City. A caretaker committee and auxiliary groups were accordingly 

formed to renovate certain suitable buildings, make the necessary purchases, 

and raise half of the 1

the expenses. In Cairo, Prelate Torkom Kushakian appealed to h

generosity, reminding them that, should the orphans end up in Soviet 

Armenia, they would certainly face famine. As a result of solicitations in the 

United States also, the Howard Karageuzian Fund as well as V. Jinishian 

pledged to sponsor 150 orphans.60 

The Shuja arrived from Basra at Kantara, Egypt at 4:00 a.m. on 10 

February 1922; it carried 1200 refugees (destined for Batum) and 816 

orphans (515 boys and 254 girls from Nahr el Omar, plus 30 boys and 17 

girls from Mosul). The latter were entrained to Lod in Palestine in more than 

40 wagons and thence in three groups to Jerusalem. A new orphanage life 

would thus begin for these parentless victims of the Armenian Genocide.61  

59 -el- Miutiun 

(Union) (Cairo), no. 84, November-December, 1921, pp. 88-89. 
60 Ibid., pp. 89-91. 
61 

816 Orphans of Mesopotamia under the Care of the AGB Union in Jerusalem), 

Husharar (Prompter), Cairo, no. 66, 1 May 1922, pp. 554-57. For a day-to-day 

description of the orphans  

Noter Nahr-el- from Nahr el Omar to 

Jerusalem), Husharar, no. 66, 1 May 1922, pp. 536-41. For life at the orphanage in 

nian General 

Benevolent] Union), Miutiun, no. 86, March-April 1922, pp. 20-22; 

phanages in 

Jerusalem and Beirut), Miutiun, no. 87, May-June 1922, pp. 36-39; 
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After repatriating about three-quarters of the Armenian refugees from 

Iraq to Soviet Armenia, the British considered their burdensome mission 

accomplished. Inquiries about the possibility of repatriating the remaining 

2700 refugees at Nahr el Omar, however, continued to be made by the 

British authorities in Iraq and the Armenians themselves. The Foreign Office 

responded as follows: 

arrangements with Erivan it will all be to the good & doubtless suit the Irak 

Auth   The 

best the Foreign Office [Colonial Office] 

that they should approach the Lord Mayors Fund privately and ask them to 

take it up with Erivan without associating H.M.G. in the question at all, as it is 
62 Harcourt, however, thought 

the Armenian government would decline the proposal, because the country 

-populated and some 90,000 Turkish and 

 Moreover, the 

unfavourable as 

refugees could not reach (?Erivan) [sic] before mid-winter [1922- 63 

Gabriel Noradungian (Noradounghian), President of the Armenian National 

Delegation in Paris, in turn, let the Earl of Balfour, British Acting Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs, know that the Armenia Patriarch of Constantinople 

had pleaded with the Soviet Armenian government for it to allow the 

remaining refugees at Nahr el Omar into Armenia and had succeeded after 

initial opposition.64 The Foreign Office refused to provide any funds for this 

purpose, as R. McDonell 

replies [to the Armenians] & submit them to the C.O. before despatch as 

nothing is more suited to the Armenians than to have two Govt. Depts. [sic] to 
65  

 

PREDICAMENT OF REFUGEES AFTER 1922 

After the refugees had been transferred to Soviet Armenia via the Dara, 

Akbar, and Shuja, the British decided not to provide a fourth vessel to 

dispatch the remaining refugees, dismantled the tents, and withdrew the staff 

on 1 April 1922. Each refugee received s so they 

Vorpano Miutiun, no. 88, July-August 1922, 

pp. 52-53. 
62 FO 371/7789, E5966/242/65, McDonell minute, 13 June 1922. 
63 FO 371/7789, E598/242/65, Rumbold to Foreign Office, 13 June 1922.  
64 FO 371/7789, E6234/242/65, G. Noradounghian to Balfour, 20 June 1922. 
65 FO 371/7789, E6234, 242/65, McDonell minute, 22 June 1922. 
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could seek employment in Iraq.66 The 2700 abandoned Armenians, however, 

refused to disperse and elected a new committee, whose immediate task it 

was to care for 400 persons in dire need as well as find ways to send the 

refugees to Armenia expeditiously.67 The reunification of families would be a 

priority, because in certain cases some family members had been left behind 

while others had gone to Armenia. Given the Soviet Armenian government 

had shown reluctance to admit other refugees, Patriarch Zaven Der 

Yeghiaiyan of Constantinople met twice with Daniel Shahverdian, the 

Armenian that his 

government accept the refugees from Iraq. The government ultimately agreed 

provided the British shouldered the transportation expenses.68 As stated 

above, the British declined to spend any more money on the Armenians. 

In October 1922, upon the suggestion of Levon Sarkisian, the Soviet 

Armenian representative in Tehran, the Civic Council of the Armenian 

Apostolic Church in Baghdad constituted a Central Repatriation Committee, 

chaired by Rev. V. Tajirian, to send the refugees to Soviet Armenia overland 

via Persia. Sarkisian, however, who had promised to obtain the Persian 

 and find the financial and moral means to send the 

refugees safely, shortly thereafter withdrew his pledge, maintaining that he 

could not find the necessary resources.69 Disappointed, the Central 

Repatriation Committee applied to the Armenian National Delegation (AND) in 

Paris asking for £30,000 to be able to transport the refugees. The AND 

declined with the explanation that thousands of Armenian refugees in Greece, 

other European countries, Tunisia, and Constantinople were also ready to go 

and that philanthropic organizations were unable to come up with the 

enormous funds necessary to care for them.70 As a partial arrangement, 

66 Armenian National Delegation (AND) Archives, microfilm roll C-11, V. Tajirian to 

President of the Armenian National Delegation in Paris, 22 June 1922. Microfilm sets 

are found both at the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) headquarters in 

New York and the AGBU Nubar Library in Paris. The original documents are housed 

at the Armenian National Archives in Erevan, Armenia. 
67 Armenian Relief Society (ARS) Archives, Boston (now in Watertown), Massachusetts, 

File ARS Circulars 1922-1930, CE 1925 Incoming, Levon Shaghoyian to the 

Committee of the Armenian Red Cross of America, 21 April 1925.  
68 AND, microfilm roll C-11, Patriarch Zaven Der Yeghiayian of Constantinople to AND 

President Gabriel Noratunkian, 5 July 1922.  
69 Ibid., Levon Shaghoyian, Rev. V. Tajirian, and (illegible) to AND President, 13 

October 1922. 
70 Ibid., AND General Secretary to Rev, V. Tajirian, 7 November 1922.  
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however, in 1922-23 some 500 refugees from Nahr el Omar were sent to 

Abadan to work for the Anglo-Persian oil company.71  

The camp Committee, meanwhile, in order to secure rations sufficient for 

the short haul, raised funds in Baghdad and southern Persia, and thus 

managed to also maintain the existing modest school and pharmacy-clinic. But 

these were short-term arrangements; repatriation would be the only 

permanent solution. The committee accordingly dispatched V. Rev. 

Hovhannes Hiusian, Chairman of the Religious Council of the Armenians at 

Nahr el Omar, to India, where he succeeded in collecting about 45,000 

rupees for that purpose. With the amount raised, the committee was able to 

obtain permission from the Soviet Armenian government for the repatriation 

of 1000 refugees. But since a portion of the money now at hand was spent on 

immediate needs, and because a travel expense of 100 rupees per departing 

refugee would be incurred, only 400 persons moved from Iraq to Soviet 

Armenia in 1924 72 In July of the same year, there 

were still some 2000 Armenian refugees at the Nahr el Omar camp as well as 

about 400 in the town itself, for a total of 2400 souls.73  

In 1925, the Committee, through Major G.W.F. Wilson, British 

Administrative Inspector of Basra and advisor to the Mutasarrif (governor) of 

the eponymous province, managed to get a 60% discount for travel by train 

from Basra to the Persian border for an overland trip to Soviet Armenia.74 

Major Wilson also facilitated the issuance of passports by deciding to deliver 

one passport for each departing group rather than each family.75 At the same 

time, V. Rev. Hiusian traveled to Erevan for consultations with the Soviet 

government. From Tabriz, he reported that Armenia was ready to 

accommodate 1000 refugees and that the fate of the remaining refugees, who 

camp Committee, would be 

decided after the completion of the first trip. 

positive disposition, the Committee remained hopeful that the refugees left 

behind could also be settled in Armenia.76 realization, however, 

required substantial sums. Although the Armenian Red Cross in the United 

71 Ohanian, p. 50. 
72 ARS, File ARS Circulars 1922-1930, CE 1925 Incoming, Shaghoyian to the 

Committee of the Armenian Red Cross of America, 21 April 1925. 
73 Ohanian,. 51. 
74 ARS, File ARS Circulars 1922-1930, Shaghoyian to the Committee of the Armenian 

Red Cross of America, 4 May 1925. 
75 Ibid., 18 May 1925. 
76 Ibid., 4 May 1925. 
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States allocated $3000 for that purpose, it was not sufficient.77 Accordingly, 

only 371 refugees repatriated from Iraq to Soviet Armenia in 1925 alongside 

3119 from Greece and 700 from Constantinople. The majority was artisans 

and laborers.78 Four years later, on 15 October 1929, the Armenian Central 

Refugees Committee of Baghdad gathered all the remaining refugees and 

sent them to the rural town of Havrezk and surrounding villages for their final 
79 They thus constituted a 

part of the modern Armenian community of Iraq. 

 

BEGINNING OF NEW LIFE IN SOVIET ARMENIA 

 As the refugees began to arrive in Soviet Armenia, the government, in 

, tried hard to assist them 

through summer 1922 so they could become 

autumn. Each settler accordingly received £5, which obviously was not 

enough -  A more serious 

concern was the lack of sufficient cattle, seed, and ploughs for the autumn 

sowing. It is true that the government allocated 1¼ acre of land per head in 

villages around Gamarlu. Nevertheless, the lack of sufficient provisions 

compelled the authorities to strike a deal with the local farmers, whereby they 

and the new settlers would plant and share equally 200 tons of barley. Other 

forms of assistance were also rendered and expected as reported: the Lord 

 A contract has been entered into for the 

immediate delivery of 100 working oxen; a larger number will be secured 

when more favourable terms can be obtained. The Arm. Govt. [sic] is also 

going to issue cotton seeds on the same terms as to the local peasantry. It has 

lent 50 new ploughs and some spades which have been newly imported to 

enable the work to begin before the other t  The 

difficult situation in Transcaucasia in general, transportation issues, inefficient 

staff, the long distance to Yerevan, the steep terrain, and direct Russian 

control all slowed down the delivery of goods. But despite the hardships, a 

were making every effort to get on their own feet. This was shewn in the way 

 

77 Ibid., Dr. Ophelia Kassapian and Dr. Ojemian of the Armenian Red Cross of 

America to Major Wilson, 23 July 1925. 
78 Etvart L. Melkonyan, Haygagan Parekordzagan Enthanur Miutyan Badmutyun 

(History of the Armenian General Benevolent Union), Yerevan, Mughni publication, 

2005, p. 206. 
79 Ohanian, p. 51. 
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Mrs. Sara Iskenderian (Sara ElZangina) 

(Summary) 

Wafa Mahmoud Abd El Halim  

drwaffaabutaleb@yahoo.com 

 

Sara Isgenderian is the most renowned female figure in Iraq, as well known as 

Sara Khatun and Sara ElZangina, since her name has been given to a residential 

quarter in Baghdad, Camp Sara. 

Sara was the daughter of Hovhannes Margos Isgenderian (1834-1899). She lost 

her mother when she was six; then her sister passed away, and at ten she lost her 

father. 

Her fame is not derived only from her beauty and her tragic life, but also from her 

strength and self-respect. She became famous for her philanthropic acts and humanity 

as she dedicated all her fortune to the survivors of the Armenian Genocide who settled 

in Iraq. She died in poverty in 1960. 

The Ottoman Vali, Nazem Pasha was fascinated by her beauty and proposed 

marriage to her but was refused, notwithstanding the pressures. The Vali persecuted 

Sara who took refuge in Mumbai then in Paris in 1913, where she married Taniel 

Tatevossian and had three daughters. After WWI she returned to Iraq to take care of 

 

The paper assesses e in the context of Iraqi history and socio-cultural and 

primordial conditions. 
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The Iraqi Constitution and the Armenians 
Jon Armajani 

JARMAJANI@CSBSJU.EDU 
 

The modern history of the region which became the state of Iraq can be 

divided into four general periods: first, the Ottoman Period, which lasted 

from approximately 1534 to 1918;1 second, the British period, which lasted 

from approximately 1918 until 1932;2 third, the Iraqi national period from 

1932 until 2003;3 and fourth, the American period, which began with the 
4 While all 

these periods are important, the focus of this paper will be on the American 

ratified in 2005, and the relationships between Armenians and other religious 

and ethnic minorities in Iraq under that constitution.  

 

LIGIOUS GROUPS, GEOGRAPHY, AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

Ethnically, 

Arabs, who are 75% to 80% of the population and are distributed throughout 

the country, Kurds, who are 15% to 20% and are concentrated mostly in 
 and Armenians, Assyrians, Bedouins, Circassians, Kaka'is (also 

known as Yarsanis), Mandaeans (also known as Sabians), Romanis, Shabaks, 

Turkmens, Yezidis, and Persians, who collectively comprise 5% of the 

population.5 There are approximately 20,000 Armenians in Iraq, and they live 

in such places as Baghdad, Basra, Kirkuk, Mosul, and Zakhu.6 Religiously, 

Shia Muslims comprise 64% to 69% , Sunni 

Muslims comprise 29% to 34%, and Christians including Armenian Apostolic 

                                                           
1 Beth K. Dougherty and Edmund A. Ghareeb, Historical Dictionary of Iraq, Second 

Edition, Lanham, Maryland, Scarecrow Press, 2013, p. 463. 
2 Peter Sluglett, Britain in Iraq: Contriving King and Country, New York, Columbia 

University Press, 2007, p. 193. 
3 Toby Dodge, Inventing Iraq: The Failure of Nation Building and a History Denied, 

New York, Columbia University Press, 2003, p. xxii. 
4 James Lee Ray, American Foreign Policy and Political Ambition, Second Edition, Los 

Angeles, California, CQ Press, an imprint of Sage Publications, 2015, p. 359. 
5 The World Factbook  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/theworld-factbook/geos/iz.html  

(accessed October 20, 2019.) 
6 -Armenian Community Survived Hussein, Making It 

in / 

  https://www.rferl.org/a/1053693.html (accessed October 20, 2019). 
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Christians, Catholics and Evangelical (or Protestant) Christians, and various 

Assyrian Christians, other Catholics, and Orthodox Christians. Members of 

other religions, including but not limited to the Mandaeans and Yezidis, 

comprise 1% to 4% .7  

In terms of geography and terrain, Iraq has broad plains in the southern 

and central portions of the country, reedy marshes in parts of the south, and 

mountains along its borders with Iran and Turkey. 

resources include petroleum, natural gas, phosphates, and sulfur.8 Iraq 

produces approximately 3.3 million barrels of oil per day and has the world's 

fourth largest oil reserves. It has reserves of more than 141 billion barrels in 

oilfields in the north and south of the country, with those in the south 

producing the highest output.9 Two-

on oil production, and there are significant gas reserves, which remain 

untapped.10  

 

L HISTORY AND THE 2005 CONSTITUTION 

In trying to understand the 2005 constitution, it would be helpful to 

consider some of the history which preceded it. This history will also enable a 

deeper understanding of the relationships between Armenians and other 

is 

history focuses on the aspects of that history 

which are relevant to this themes. 

Iraq became an independent kingdom in 1932, and a republic was 

government has been autocratic.11 Iraq's first constitution, which established a 

constitutional monarchy, entered into force under the auspices of a British 

military occupation in 1925 and remained in effect until the 1958 revolution 

in Iraq, which proclaimed the kingdom a republic.12 Interim constitutions were 

7 The World Factbook  
8 Ibid. 
9  

  http://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/24/business/iraq-oil-interactive/index.html (accessed 

October 20, 2014).  

https://www.gecf.org/countries/iraq (accessed October 20, 2019). 
10 .  
11 Dale Lightfoot and Angelia L. Mance, Iraq, Philadelphia, Chelsea House Publishers, 

2003, p. 88. 
12 Tareq Y. Ismael, Jacqueline S. Ismael, Glenn E. Perry, Government and Politics of 

the Contemporary Middle East: Continuity and Change, Second Edition, Abingdon, 

Routledge, 2016, p. 279. 
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adopted in 1968 and 1970.13 In 1990, a draft constitution was prepared but 

never promulgated due to the onset of the Gulf War.14  

With respect to the British colonial period in Iraq, partly as a result of the 

Sykes-Picot agreement of 1916, the San Remo Conference in 1920, and the 

Cairo Conference of 1921, the British maintained de facto control over much 

of what was to become Iraq and very large areas which were near it.15 In this 

context, the British decided to appoint Faisal bin Hussein bin Ali al-Hashimi as 

the first king of Iraq.16 He ruled the country from 1921 until 1933.17 King 

Faisal I King Ghazi, ruled Iraq from 1933 until 1939,18 and K

son, King Faisal II, ruled Iraq from 1939 until 1958, when he and other 

members of the Hashemite family in Iraq were killed in a military coup.19 

In July 1968, the Baath Party 

Arif and his allies and established a new government where Ahmad Hasan al-

Bakr, who was originally from Tikrit, Iraq, and was a relative of Saddam 

Hussein and a former military officer, became the President and Prime 

Minister of the country.20 In 1976, al-Bakr appointed Saddam Hussein to the 

rank of general in the army. Saddam Hussein was also from Tikrit and, before 

his appointment as general, had had substantial control over the Baath 

 a complex network of security agencies.21 This 

13  

Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), Strömsborg, SE-103 34 in Stockholm, 

Sweden), http://www.constitutionnet.org/country/constitutional-history-iraq (accessed 

October 8, 2019). 
14 Iraq Country Study Guide; Volume 1: Strategic Information and Developments, 

Washington, DC, International Business Publications, 2013, pp. 96-97.  
15 

International Relations of the Middle East, Third Edition, Louise Fawcett, 

editor, Oxford, UK, Oxford University Press, 2013, p. 48; William E. Watson, 

Tricolor and Crescent: France and the Islamic World, Westport, Connecticut, 

Praeger, 2003, p. 200. 
16 Dougherty and Ghareeb, p. 19. 
17 Peter L. Hahn, Historical Dictionary of United States-Middle East Relations, Second 

Edition, Lanham, Maryland, Rowman and Littlefield, 2016, p. 101. 
18 Orit Bashkin, The Other Iraq: Pluralism and Culture in Hashemite Iraq, Stanford, 

California, Stanford University Press, 2009, p. 54. 
19 Barry Jones, Dictionary of World Biography, Third Edition, Acton, Australia, ANU 

[Australian National University] Press, 2016, p. 280. 
20 William L. Cleveland and Martin Bunton, A History of the Modern Middle East, Fifth 

Edition, Boulder, Colorado, Westview Press, 2013, p. 425. 
21 Ibid., p. 426. 
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reduced the importance of al-Bakr, and in 1979 al-Bakr resigned.22 Hussein 

immediately succeeded al-Bakr as president of Iraq, as secretary general of 

the Baath Party, as chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council, and as 

commander-in-chief of the armed forces.23 

rule, which followed his becoming president of Iraq in 1979, Hussein took 

more and more powers into his own hands.24 

After the Iran-Iraq War ended in 1989, President Hussein allowed 

elections for a new national legislature and proposed the creation of a new 

constitution.25 This constitution intended to create a Council of Ministers, lift 

the ban on political parties, and provide for direct presidential elections.26 

However, the Persian Gulf War, which began in August of 1990, interrupted 

this process and permanently stalled the creation of what may have been a 

more democratic constitution.27 President Hussein used his powerful position 

to put in place formidable controls over the press and freedom of 

expression.28 

In the run-

initiated by invading that country militarily in March 2003, United States 

then-

policies, claimed that the United States was justified in invading Iraq because, 

among other reasons, according to this argument, the Iraqi regime possessed 

constituted a threat to the entire region.29 This war constituted a devastating 

error on the part of the United States in view of the fact that it caused the 

deaths of a huge number of Iraqis, severely weakene

and precipitated a catastrophic civil war in the country.30 Saddam Hussein 

22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 CONSTITUTIONNET,  
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid. 
29 

War in Iraq, from WMD and Ter  

Frontline 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/truth/why/ (accessed October 17, 

2016). PBS is a major television network in the United States. 
30 The Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs at Brown University in 

http://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/human/civilians/iraqi (accessed October 9, 

2016). 
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was apprehended by the United States military on December 13, 2003 and 

was executed on charges of war crimes on December 30, 2006.31 

on was drafted in 2005 by members of the Iraqi 

Constitution Drafting Committee to replace the Law of Administration for the 

State of Iraq for the Transitional Period

.32 The TAL was drafted between December 2003 

and March 2004 by the Iraqi Governing Council, an appointed body that was 

selected by the Coalition Provisional Authority after the Iraq War and the 

occupation of Iraq by the United States and Coalition forces.33 The current 

constitution was approved by a referendum that took place on October 15, 

2005.34 

The fifty-

were from the following political parties: 

- United Iraqi Alliance (comprised mostly of Shia Islamists) - 28 members 

- Democratic Patriotic Alliance of Kurdistan (Kurdish) - 15 members 

- Iraqi National Movement (non-sectarian party comprised of Sunnis and 

Shias) - 8 members 

- Communist Party of Iraq (Communist) - 1 member 

- Iraqi Turkmen Front (Turkmen) - 1 member 

- National Rafidain List (Assyrian Democratic Movement) - 1 member 

- Sunni Arab nominee - 1 member35 

The preponderance of Shias on this committee reflects in part their 

ability to leverage influence for themselves in the aftermath of the United 

31 The Encyclopedia of Middle East Wars: The 

United States in the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, and Iraq Conflicts, Volume 1, 

Spencer C. Tucker ed., Santa Barbara, California, ABC-CLIO, 2010, p. 549. 
32 Iraq Country Study Guide, p. 96. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid., p. 97.  
35 Niqash: The Place to Debate in Iraq, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20060227172321/http://www.niqash.org/content.php?co

ntentTypeID=94&id=672 

website, it is a space for Iraqi citizens to exchange views on the political process and 

to debate the processes that shape Iraqi society. In order to do so, Niqash provides 

background information and organizes expert exchanges on current topics ( 

https://web.archive.org/web/20051222201300/http://www.niqash.org/content.php?co

ntentTypeID=36&id=22 (accessed October 20, 2019). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Members_of_the_Iraqi_Constitution_Drafting_Committe

e) (accessed October 20, 2019).  
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 political parties have 

garnered significant influence.36 

common themes with some of that 

past constitutions, beginning with that of 1925, including (1) 

secularism; (2) Islam; (3) individual rights; (4) a three-part system of 

government including executive, parliamentary, and judicial institutions, and 

(5) positive attention to religious and ethnic minorities.37 One reason for these 

commonalities relates to Britain having imported aspects of its constitutional 

monarchy and parliamentary democracy into Iraq during the period when 

King Faisal I ruled.38 has been described 

constitution.39 

The 1925 constitution reflected a compromise between the British desire to 

have power concentrated in the k

influence on Iraqi politics) and 40 That 

constitution recognized three branches of government: an executive branch 

centered on the king,41 a legislative branch comprised of two parliamentary 

houses (a Senate and Chamber of Deputies),42 and courts.43 The 1925 

36 Phebe Marr with Ibrahim al-Marashi, The Modern History of Iraq, 4th ed., Boulder, 

Colorado, Westview Press, pp. 214-15. 
37 Zaid al-Ali,  webpage. The following web address provides access 

to many 

https://zaidalali.com/resources/constitution-of-iraq/ (accessed October 23, 2019). A 

description of Zaid al- https://zaidalali.com/the-

author/ (accessed October 23, 2019). 
38 Adeed Dawisha, Iraq: A Political History from Independence to Occupation, 

Princeton University Press, 2009, pp. 12-14. See also Iraq Legal Education Initiative 

(ILEI) at Stanford Law School and American University of Iraq, Sulaymaniah (AUIS), 

Paper Series, Pub. 2013, p. 7 https://law.stanford.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/ILEI-Constitutional-Law-2013.pdf (October 23, 2019).  
39 Feisal Amin al- New York Law School 

Law Review, vol. 50 (2005-2006): 269 

https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3362&context=fa

cpub 

 p. 7. 
40 Charles Tripp, A History of Iraq, Cambridge University Press, 2007, 56. See also 

 7. 
41 -26, in Zaid al-Ali, 

Constitution, 

https://zaidalali.com/resources/constitution-of-iraq/ (accessed October 23, 2019). 
42 Ibid., Articles 27-63. 
43 Ibid., Articles 68-89 and 116-17. 
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constitution granted the king the power to unilaterally dissolve parliament,44 

select a prime minister,45 confirm laws, order their promulgation and 

supervise their execution,46 and issue ordinances on important matters when 

the parliament was not in session.47 Thus, while the 1925 constitution 

appeared to establish a parliamentary system, the king essentially controlled 
48  

At the same time, make, amend, and 

repeal laws.49 After the enactment of the 1925 constitution, some members of 

 tried to strengthen the democratic aspects of the 

constitutional system by attempting to assert their influence over domestic 

and foreign policy issues, sometimes in opposition to the British. However, 

parliament and electoral processes.50  

 revolution ended the monarchy and established Iraq as a 

republic.51 That revolution also canceled the 1925 constitution and led to an 

era when 

violated constitutional principles. During and after the 1958 revolution, 

interim and provisional constitutions utilized words and phrases such as 

democracy,  , 

but those ideals were not tangibly implemented.52 Unlike the 1925 and 2005 

constitutions, the provisional constitutions were subjected to almost no 

discussions outside the cabinet and were not the results of any debates or 

referendums.53 In addition, during the post-revolutionary period, the 

power with the authority to appoint the Premier and Cabinet, all judges and 

civil servants, and to declare martial law and states of emergency. The 

President could even cancel laws through executive decrees.54 The provisional 

constitutions during the post-revolutionary period also allowed the 

government to cancel or modify individual rights.55 For example, Article 26 of 

44 Ibid., Article 26, Section 2. 
45 Ibid., Article 26, Section 5. 
46 Ibid., Article 26, Section 1. 
47 Ibid., Article 26, Section 3. 
48  
49  
50  
51 Ibid. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid., p. 9. 
54 Ibid. 
55 Ibid. 
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rule) remained in effect, with amendments, until 2003, when the United 

States removed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and his government from 

power. That article states, 
The Constitution guarantees freedom of opinion, publication, meeting, 

demonstrations and formation of political parties, syndicates, and societies in 

accordance with the objectives of the Constitution and within the limits of the law. 

The State ensures the considerations necessary to exercise these liberties, which 

comply with the revolutionary, national, and progressive trend.56  

 
While that article appears 

association, and opinion, the second sentence indicates that the State can 

 Similarly, the following provision in a 1977 law 

places restrictions on individual rights and parliamentary power. 57 
The people as interpreted by the Revolution and the Leading Party, the Arab Baath 

Socialist Party, is all the members of the society who enjoy equal rights and equal 

duties. But in exercising democracy ... it is inevitable to exclude all persons who 

take a political, economical (sic) or intellectual attitude hostile to the Revolution 

and its programme. The status of such people shall be defined [and] revolutionary 

political consciousness shall play a decisive role in immunizing public opinion 

towards them. This being an exceptional case created by the necessity of 

transforming society.58 

 

Although an Iraqi National Assembly existed and had the authority to 

propose and draft laws, confirm budgets, and debate all aspects of domestic 

and foreign policy, its jurisdiction was restricted to endorsing polices and 

56 -

https://zaidalali.com/resources/constitution-of-iraq/ (accessed October 25, 2019). 
57 ILEI and AU -10. 
58 Law no. 35 of 1977, Legal System Reform, AlWaqai AlIiraqiyya [Official Gazette of 

Iraq] 20, no. 37, September 14, 1977: 21, as quoted in Democratic Principles 

Workshop, Final Report on the Transition to Democracy in Iraq, Democratic 

Principles Working Group Report, November 2002, p. 6 

http://www.wadinet.de/news/dokus/transition_to_democracy.pdf (accessed October 

25, 2019). According to -help programs since 

1992 in the Middle East including Israel, Jordan, and Iraq. In its projects, practical 

help is combined with monitoring of and lobbying for citizen rights with specific 

attention to rehabilitation projects for long-term prisoners, literacy programs, 

education and training for women, as well as public awareness of and fight against 

 https://wadi-online.org/about/ (accessed 

October 25, 2019). 
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enacting laws submitted to it by the Revolutionary Command Council.59 The 

increased instability in the country 

uncertain. If stability can be established and maintained,  2005 

constitution contains provisions which can preserve the 

institutions while protecting the rights of Armenians and other religious and 

ethnic minorities. 

For example,  2005 constitution states that Islam is the 

official religion of the state and contains other significant provisions with 

freedom of religious belief and practice of all individuals such as Christians, 
60 While the Iraqi constitution states that 

Iraqis to educate their children in their mother tongue, such as Turkmen, 

Assyrian, and Armenian, shall be guaranteed in government educational 

institutions in accordance with educational guidelines, or in any other 
61 This constitutional article is the 

only instance in Iraq there is an explicit mention of 

constitution is also clear in its condemnation of what it terms racism or 

terrorism, stating that those forms of h hibited ... [and 
62 

In line with these protections, the Iraqi constitution states, 

equal before the law without discrimination based on gender, race, ethnicity, 

nationality, origin, color, religion, sect, belief or opinion, or economic or 
63 
64 

Iraqis,65 the right to personal privacy,66 

59  
60  

  https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Iraq_2005.pdf?lang=en (accessed 

October 8, 2019). Constituteproject.org is part of the Comparative Constitutions 

Project, which is a scholarly endeavor that produces comprehensive data about the 

http://comparativeconstitutionsproject.org/about-ccp/ (accessed October 8, 2019). 
61  
62 Ibid., Article 7. 
63 Ibid., Article 14. 
64 Ibid., Article 15. 
65 Ibid., Article 16. 
66 Ibid., Article 17, First. 
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67 citizenship rights for Iraqis,68 an independent judiciary,69 the right 

to participate in public affairs, and to vote, elect, and run for office.70 

 

US LAW OF 1959 

In this vein, althoug  (IPSL) functions 

as a basis for personal status and family law in that country, the way in which 

it may apply to Christians and other religious minorities is unclear because 

some Iraqi Shia and Sunni political parties have been placing enormous 

personal status law in a manner 

that is consistent with the strictest interpretations of Islamic law (sharia), 

which could result in many Iraqi Christians losing their rights.71 The large-

scale political and cultural battles with respect to these laws are ongoing. The 

personal status law is exacerbated by the fact that 83% 

population has left the country, leaving the Christians who remain there 

vulnerable and severely weakened with little political influence or 

representation. Making matters , 

Daesh,72 al-Qaida, and other Islamist groups have often acted in hostile ways 

toward Christians, physically attacking them, expropriating or destroying their 

properties and churches while implementing strict Sharia in a manner that 

has been damaging to Christians.73 Thus,  status 

laws must consider these factors together with the fact that little information 

because they are embattled and beleaguered. 

67 Ibid., Article 17, Second.  
68 Ibid., Article 18, First. 
69 Ibid., Article 19, First. 
70 Ibid., Article 20. 
71 -

Family, Gender, and Law in a Globalizing Middle East and South Asia, eds. Kenneth 

M. Cuno and Manisha Desai, Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University Press, 2009, 

pp. 122-25; Noga Efrati, Women in Iraq: Past Meets Present, New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2012, pp. 51-85;  Changes to 

Marriage Law Just Another Erosion o Niqash, n.d., 

https://www.niqash.org/en/articles/politics/5775/ (accessed October 21, 2019). This 

article was published in 2013 or later because that is the most recent date which it 

mentions. 
72 

 
73 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-48333923 (accessed October 21, 

2019). 
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Despite these ambiguities, the IPSL forms a basis for personal status law 

in Iraq.74 Before considering the relevance of specific articles of that law for 

Christians, it is important to describe the context within which the IPSL was 

written. 1958 revolution, which occurred the year before the ISPL was 

drafted, resulted in the overthrow of the Hashemite monarchy in Iraq, which 

had been established by King Faisal I in 1921 under the auspices of the 

British.75 King Faisal II, Prince Abd AlIlah, and Prime Minister Nuri al-Said 

were killed during that uprising. After this revolution, the Iraqi Republic was 

established, and Abd al-Karim Qasim held power as Prime Minister until 

1963.76 With the overthrow of the old Hashemite king and the creation of a 

secular republic, the political environment with a secularist ideology created 

an opportunity to develop a personal status law with some secular 

foundations. The new Republic of Iraq created Personal Status Law No. 188 

in 1959.77 The Iraqi Shia and Sunni ulema (Muslim legal scholars) opposed 

the secular codification of personal status because it violated their religious 

beliefs, encroached on their authority, and transferred family matters to 

secular state courts and civil servants.78 The IPSL partially diverged from 

sharia by introducing laws that granted equal inheritance and divorce rights 

to men and women, relegated divorce, inheritance and marriage to civil 

courts instead of religious ones, and provided for child support. Yet, the 

ulema could adjudicate, through sharia, some cases that the 1959 law did not 

address. The IPSL provided a text for judges, who were trained and 

appointed by the state, to rule on many matters of personal status.79 The 

s the conflicts 

between secular and Islamic groups as that law was being written. 

With these factors in mind, Article 17 of the IPSL states that Muslim men 

may marry a woman from a religion that has been divinely revealed (which 

could include Christianity), but Muslim women may not marry non-Muslims.80 

74 - pp. 

105-25. 
75 Marr and al-Marashi, The Modern History of Iraq, 4th ed., pp. 66-69.  
76 Ibid. 
77 

(Senior Thesis, Claremont McKenna College, 2014), p. 66. 

http://scholarship.claremont.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1926&context=cmc_thes

es (accessed October 21, 2019). 
78 Ibid., 68. 
79 Ibid., 70. 
80 Personal Status Law of 1959, Personal Status Law (1) No. 188 of 1959 and its 

https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5c7664947.pdf (accessed October 21, 

2019), Article 17. Refworld is affiliated with the United Nations High Commissioner 



290 

Article 18 of the IPSL states ntering into Islam by one spouse before the 

other shall follow the sharia-based provisions in remaining married or 

becoming separated that makes 

specific reference to Islam in a manner that could give Muslims advantages.81 

In fact, the IPSL explicitly refers to sharia thirty times. Yet, t

related to marriage dowries provide flexibility with respect to religions and 

customs stating that the wife shall be entitled to the dowry designated in the 

contract, while providing protections to wives and husbands and giving 

. 82 The IPSL provides protections for 

women and men with respect to alimony without explicitly mentioning sharia 

or any religions, although the IPSL contains provisions for a man having more 

than one wife.83 

The IPS

in principle, be applied fairly to Muslims and Christians, while making 

allowances for Muslims by referring to a sharia court.84 With respect to 

parentage and lineage, the IPSL states, without giving preference to a 

religion, that the parentage/lineage of a child of every wife shall be 

attributed to her husband. 85  about wills and inheritance 

are also written in a manner that exclude specific reference to religion.86  

Armenians in Iraq and other Christians in that country face an uncertain 

future with respect to personal status laws and broader political matters in 

the country. On the other hand if Article 41 2005 constitution, which 

pertains to personal status law, remains in effect, it could provide some 

protection for Armenians and other Christians. 

free in their commitment to their personal status according to their religions, 
87 While the 

secular aspects of this constitution, the ISPL, and other laws in Iraq provide 

some flexibility for Christians, the strength of Shia and Sunni groups and the 

influence of Islamist ideologies could pose significant threats to personal 

status laws and other legal protections for Christians.88 

for Refugees (UNHCR) and provides country and legal information, as well as policy 

and legal documents. https://www.refworld.org/about.html 

(accessed October 21, 2019). 
81 Ibid., Article 18. 
82 Ibid., Articles 19-22. 
83 Ibid., Articles 23-33. 
84 Ibid., Articles 34-39. Article 39, Section 1 refers to a Sharia court. 
85 Ibid., Article 51. 
86 Ibid., Articles 64-74 and 85-89. 
87 Habib. 
88 Cole, pp. 105-25.  
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAQ AND IRAQI KURDISTAN 

2005 constitution is to provide rights, 

freedoms, and protections to everyone in Iraq, the 

central government and the multisided conflicts have made Armenians and 

other religious and ethnic minorities particularly vulnerable. While Amnesty 

International has at times during its history been criticized for pro-Western 

the negative situation related to human rights in Iraq.89 

According to that Amnesty International report, the human rights situation 

in Iraq has continued to deteriorate, with the Iraqi government, Daesh, and 

human rights.90 The report states that Iraqi government security forces, 

government-allied militias, and Daesh have committed war crimes and human 

rights abuses.91 Iraqi government forces have conducted wide-ranging attacks 

on areas under the control of Daesh, and those government forces have also 

committed extrajudicial executions.92 

engaged in mass execution-style killings and abductions, including abductions 

of women and girls for slavery. Iraqi government authorities have held 

thousands of detainees without trial.93 At the same time, there is substantial 

evidence to indicate that the government has tortured many detainees and 

has treated them poorly in other ways also.94  

Yet, fortunately for the Armenians who live in the Kurdistan region in 

northern Iraq, they seem to have found a modicum of protection from the 

Kurdish government there. For example, according to a report published in 

December 2009 by the Kurdistan Regional Government UK Representation, 

the Kurdish Regional Government has the following goals: (1) preserving and 

nurturing a tolerant multiethnic, multireligious society;95 (2) providing refuge 

89 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1025522016ENGLISH.PDF, pp. 

194-198 (accessed October 8, 2019). 
90 Ibid. 
91 Ibid. 
92 Ibid. 
93 Ibid.  
94 Ibid.  
95 Kurdistan Regional Government UK Representation, The Status of Christians in the 

Kurdistan Region in Iraq: A Short Report by the Kurdistan Regional Government UK 

Representation, London, UK, Kurdistan Regional Government UK Representation, 

December 2009, pp. 2-3, 
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for minorities;96 (3) giving proper political representation to Christians and 

other minorities;97 (4) committing itself to the reconstruction of churches and 

villages;98 (5) resolving land disputes through courts of law;99 (6) encouraging 

Armenians and other ethnic minorities to provide education and media in 

their own languages in addition to other languages;100 

principle of an autonomous region for minority nationalities, where they form 
101 In this regard, according to a March 2, 2017 

article published in Rudaw, which is a Kurdish media network, and other 

sources, there are plans for Armenia to open a consulate in Erbil, which is 

part of an effort on the part of Armenia and Kurdistan to boost economic and 

cultural ties.102 A related part of that effort also involves direct flights between 

Yerevan and Erbil.103 These alliances between Armenians and Kurds are 

rooted in their mutual desire to protect themselves from (1) Turkish 

aggression; (2) the hostility of Daesh and similar groups; and (3) possible 

attacks on the part of Shias, the Iraqi government and/or forces aligned with 

one or both of those entities.104 As the future unfolds, the potential strengths 

and/or weaknesses of this Armenian-Kurdish alliance will become clearer. At 

the same time, one must also keep in mind the worrisome and potentially 

tragic possibility that the Kurds could turn against the Armenians and other 

minorities inside and outside Kurdish-controlled regions.105 However, if the 

http://cabinet.gov.krd/uploads/documents/Status_Christians_Kurdistan_Region_Dec_

09__2009_12_22_h16m26s16.pdf (accessed October 17, 2016). 
96 Ibid., 3-4. 
97 Ibid., 4-5. 
98 Ibid., 5-6. 
99 Ibid., 6-7. 
100 Ibid., 8-10. 
101 Ibid., 11. 
102 Rudaw, March 2, 

2017, http://www.rudaw.net/english/world/020320171 (accessed May 19, 2017); 

 

Armenian General 

Benevolent Union (AGBU) Magazine, February 2016, pp. 16-20, 

http://789a5a773d933e56688e-

e9fcf2b68d6edddffa70d2d9e71b455e.r54.cf2.rackcdn.com/pdfs/publications/agbu-

news/agbu-news-2016-02.pdf (accessed October 17, 2016). 
103 Kotchikian, p. 20. 
104 Interview with Dr. Antranik Dakessian, Director of the Armenian Diaspora 

Research Center at Haigaizian University in Beirut, Lebanon and Associate Professor 

of Armenian Studies at Haigaizian University, on June 13, 2016. 
105 For some examples of past Kurdish atrocities and massacres against the Kurds, see 
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credibility.106 

The Kurdish Regional Constitution, which was written in 1996 and 

reformed in 2003, provides several protections for Armenians and other 

religious and ethnic minorities in Iraqi Kurdistan.107 For example, Article 6 of 

the consists of Kurds and 

other nationalities (Turkomans, Chaldeans, Assyrians, Armenians and Arabs) 
108 Article 14 of the 

Kurdish and Arabic are the two official languages in the 

Region, and this Constitution guarantees the rights of citizens of the Region 

to teach their children in their mother tongue, such as: Turkoman, Syriac, 

and Armenian, in the governmental education institutions according to the 

educational procedures. 109 Articles 7 and 65 of the constitution protect 

freedom of religion,110 while the constitution has other articles which protect 

civil and political rights,111 life, liberty and security,112 equal opportunity,113 

women,114 rights to education,115 participation in public affairs,116 and the right 

Dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and Young Turkish Population and Extermination 

Policies - Late Ottoman Genocides: The Dissolution of the Ottoman 

Empire and Young Turkish Population and Extermination Policies, (Dominik J. 

Schaller and Jürgen Zimmerer, eds.), Abingdon, UK, Routledge, 2009, pp. 2-3. 
106 Ibid. 
107    

  https://thekurdishproject.org/history-and-culture/kurdish-democracy/krg-kurdistan- 

regional-government/ (accessed October 21, 2019). The Kurdish Project is a 

cultural-education initiative to raise awareness in Western culture of Kurdish people 

( https://thekurdishproject.org/our-mission/ (accessed October 21, 

2019). 
108  

  Regional Constitution within the Framework of the Iraqi Federal Constitution: A 

Struggle for Sovereignty, Oil, Ethnic Identity, and the Prospects for a Reverse 

 Penn State Law Review, (2010):114 (3), p. 775,  

http://www.pennstatelawreview.org/articles/114/114%20Penn%20St.%20L.%20 

Rev.%20707.pdf (accessed October 21, 2019). 
109 Kurdish Regional Constitution, Article 14, First, p. 777.  
110 Ibid., Article 7, p. 775, and Article 65, p. 785. 
111 Ibid., Article 18, pp. 777-778. 
112 Ibid., Article 19, p. 778. 
113 Ibid., Article 20, p. 778. 
114 Ibid., Article 21, p. 778. 
115 Ibid., Article 22, p. 778. 
116 Ibid., Article 23, p. 778. 
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to a fair trial.117 The constitution also protects freedom of speech, self-

expression,118 the press, publishing, printing, assembly, peaceful 

demonstration and strikes,119 communication,120 and travel121 while protecting 

the freedom to establish associations and political parties and to affiliate with 

a party and participate in meetings and peaceful associations.122 Thus, in 

principle, the Kurdish Regional Constitution provides Armenians and other 

religious and ethnic minorities in Kurdistan with a number of rights and 

protections.  

Fortunately for Armenians and other Christians, the Islamic concept of ahl 

al kitab (those who are members of certain minority religions who should 

have protected status under Islamic governments) and the related concept of 

dhimmi (or a legally protected non Muslim minority group) have during 

periods in Islamic history protected Christians and certain other non Muslim 

minority groups. There are, of course, numerous horrifically tragic exceptions 

such as the Hamidian massacres (of 1894 through 1896) and subsequent 

genocides against Armenians, when dhimmi status was a factor which, very 

sadly, worked to the enormous harm of Armenians.123 

With the growth, in Iraq and other countries, of Sunni Islamist groups 

such as Daesh, which have largely or completely ignored the Islamic 

principles of ahl al kitab, Armenians and other religious minority groups, as 

well as Muslims who disagree with these Sunni Islamist groups, have faced 

enormous danger.124 Thus, Armenians and members of every other group 

117 Ibid., Articles 25-39, pp. 779-80. 
118 Ibid., Article 59, p. 785. 
119 Ibid., Article 60, p. 785. 
120 Ibid., Article 61, p. 785. 
121 Ibid., Articles 62-63, p. 785. 
122 Ibid., Articles 67-68, p. 786. 
123 Nicola Migliorino, (Re)Constructing Armenia in Lebanon and Syria: Ethno Cultural 

Diversity and the State in the Aftermath of a Refugee Crisis, New York, Bergahn 

Books, 2008, pp. 118 21; Avedis Sanjian, The Armenian Communities in Syria under 

Ottoman Dominion, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, 1965, pp. 

5 6. 
124 

The Independent, November 12, 2014 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle east/isis in syria in theshadow of d

eath a few thousand christians remain to defy the militants 9857030.html (accessed 

February 9, 2014); K. 

International Business Times, July 

28, 2014, 

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/iraq isis crisis christians hounded outmosul trapped desert

refugee camps 1458647 (accessed February 9, 2014).  
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who either oppose Daesh - and similar groups - or represent ideas which are 

in any way inconsistent with those Islamist groups, face the possibility of 

complete destruction.125 Certain religious and ethnic minorities - such as 

Armenians - in Iraq and other countries in the Middle East and Central Asia 

can also be threatened by governments, which may come to the conclusion 

that members of those groups are disloyal to them. Thus, Armenians and 

other Christians in countries like Iraq and Syria are caught between multiple 

raging fires, including the flames of hostile Sunni Islamism and ostensibly 

secular regimes which, at times, manifest hostile policies toward Christians, 

including Armenians.126 Also, what remains to be seen are the results of 

cross-sectarian mass protests in 2019 against high unemployment, a 

weak economy, and government corruption.127 The outcomes of those protests 

and their effects on Armenians in Iraq and other minorities in the country are 

uncertain. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Tragically, there have been many times in the history of Armenians when, 

because of violence directed against them, they have experienced enormously 

painful forced migration and social dislocation. Yet, if Armenians who live in 

countries more stable than Iraq and Syria can position themselves in such a 

manner as to assist the Armenians in those hostile environments, this could 

be one factor to potentially increase the level of security that Armenians in 

Iraq, Syria, and other unstable countries may experience.128 

125  Middle East, September 26, 2014 

http://www.bbc.com/news/worldmiddle east 29052144 (accessed February 9, 2014). 
126 

The Guardian (London, UK), March 10, 2016, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/10/middle-east-christians-label-

genocide-hillary-clinton-european-parliament (accessed October 16, 2016); Loveday 

Washington Post, October 4, 2013, 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/christians under threat in syria as

islamist-

extremists gain influence/2013/10/03/214607ee 2a75 11e3 b141 298f46539716_stor

y.html (accessed February 9, 2014). 
127  Lebanon and 

Iraq are Rising Up against Constitutions that Have Empowered Religious Factions  

and Foreign Policy, October 24, 2019 

  (https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/10/24/lebanon-iraq-arab-world-wants-to-overthrow- 

sectarianism/ (accessed October 25, 2019). 
128 Muriel Mirak-Weissbach, Through the Wall of Fire; Armenia-Iraq-Palestine: From 

Wrath to Reconciliation, Reading, UK, Ithaca Press, 2013, pp. 3-158. 
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The Basra Armenian Community, its Past and Present 

(Summary) 

Seta D. Ohanian 

dajad.seta@gmail.com 

 

The southernmost Iraqi city of Basra, a hub for trade, was founded in 638 after 

the Muslim conquest of Mesopotamia. It is the only Iraqi port located at the 

northernmost point of the Persian Gulf, and connects the Indian Ocean to Baghdad, 

Aleppo and far beyond. 

The second largest Armenian community of Iraq, next to Baghdad, is located in 

Basra, where Armenians have lived since ancient times. During the first quarter of the 

17th century a massive settlement of Armenians from New Julfa, who came for political 

and economic reasons, was registered in Basra. This was a short-lived settlement, 

however, because of the unhealthy weather conditions, chronic plagues and limited 

work opportunities in Basra. 

The number of Armenians in Basra grew to a maximum of some 800 families 

(4000 people) during the first half of the 19th 

hands of the Jews and Armenians. The trade of pearls, in particular, was monopolized 

by the Armenians. In the Basra of the 1840s one could come across Armenian 

craftsmen, watchmakers, doctors, bakers etc. 

On the eve of WWI only some 35 to 40 Armenian families remained in Basra, all 

financially comfortable. This number went up due to an influx from the refugee camp 

of Nahr Omar and other areas. 
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Aspects of Armenian Community 

Life in Kirkuk in the 1930s: 

The Beginnings of a Rural Refugee Community in 

an Urbanizing Territory 
Bedros Torosian 

bedros_torosian@outlook.com 
Following the termination of WWI, a considerable number of Ottoman 

Armenian female and male deportees found shelter in the erstwhile Ottoman 

vilayets of Baghdad, Basra, and Mosul, now under Allied control. Kirkuk, on 

the other hand, although a city inside the Mosul province, gained much of its 

Armenian population following its incorporation into the nascent Iraqi Kingdom 

with the signing of the tripartite Anglo-Iraqi-Turkish treaty in 1926 and the shift 

towards its lucrative oil business. In her work on the history of modern Kirkuk 

Arbella Bet Shlimon highlights the intimate connection between what she 

describes as economic development and subsequent urbanization. By bringing 

in the impressions of King Faysal, Shlimon underlines the abrupt 

transformation of Kirkuk into an industrialized  territory, grown and altered 

beyond recognition,  within a merely five-year period after the discovery of its 

rich oil reserves.1 Thus, Armenian relocation to Kirkuk should be understood 

against this backdrop. Actually, the city now promised a brighter future not 

only for its local inhabitants, but also for individuals of disadvantaged economic 

backgrounds including the stateless Armenians.  

This paper, in turn, attempts to provide a glimpse of the adjustment of 

Armenians, a non-indigenous group, to a relatively new environment while 

highlighting the continuities and ruptures this process entailed. Owing to a 

dearth of primary and secondary sources, this paper draws heavily on hitherto 

untapped documents gratefully obtained from the archives of the Armenian 

General Benevolent Union (AGBU) in Cairo.2 Comprised of letters and reports 

1 

Journal of Urban History 2012:38/5, pp. 918, 920. As 

Shlimon argues the Anglo-Iraqi-Turkish treaty terminated the Mosul Question with the 

inclusion of Mosul and Kirkuk into the borders of the Iraqi Kingdom, several years 

following its creation (in 1921), on the basis of pre-existing economic ties with the 

capital Baghdad rather than ethnic or religious considerations. 
2 Starting from the late nineteenth century and onwards, the Armenian community of 

Egypt came to play a pivotal role in the social, political, economic and educational life 

of Armenians living in both the Ottoman Empire and Middle East. In fact, as one of the 

first non-political Armenian transnational organizations formed in Cairo in 1906, the 

AGBU succeeded to uphold the world Armenian Diaspora through its multiple 
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travelling directly from Kirkuk to Cairo and sometimes conversely during the 

years 1930 to 1935, these materials throw light on the formation of an 

Armenian community in Kirkuk represented by the birth of new educational, 

political, religious, and cultural establishments. These documents are also 

backed with several articles extracted from the Egypt-based Arev daily3 in 

addition to a few references obtained from Miyutyun, the AGBU official 

mouthpiece published in Paris.4 Obviously, given its limitations, this paper does 

not mean to provide a comprehensive history of Armenian presence in Kirkuk 

neither its inferences should be regarded as definitive as they are bound to 

change with the revelation of new sources. Nevertheless, at this stage and due 

to the paucity of similar studies, the AGBU documents, although representative 

of individual cases, uncover some yet unexplored dimen

inner world in Kirkuk, its socio-economic composition, internal dynamics and 

structure as well as the major educational, political, religious, and economic 

challenges it faced at the time. 

According to one questionnaire discovered in the AGBU archives, it 

becomes apparent that the number of Armenian families residing in Kirkuk did 

not exceed the total of 140 to 145 or 740 individuals, to put it differently. This 

s entire 

population which reached the limits of 25,000 people belonging to diverse 

ethnic and religious origins including Assyrians, Kurds, and Turks.5 Judging by 

chapters spread in different continents. The AGBU Kirkuk chapter is just an example 

even in the period following the relocation  headquarters to the French 

capital, Paris, in 1926.  
3 Arev is the mouthpiece of the Armenian Democratic Liberal (Ramgavar) Party in Egypt 

first issued in Alexandria in 1915 by its editor, renowned Armenian poet Vahan 

Tekeyan.  
4 The AGBU Kirkuk branch functioned until 1935 and which explains why we do not 

possess documents from the later periods. In 1938, there were attempts to revive the 

chapter, but, it seems that this event was postponed to a later date in the 1940s. In 

1948, for instance, the branch collected funds to assist the Palestinian refugees, who 

were stripped of their ancestral lands. But seemingly, as Dr. Henry D. Astardjian 

explains, back then, the AGBU branch  by 

a number of Armenian communists (Henry D. Astardjian, The Struggle for Kirkuk, 

Westport, Connectitut, London, 2007, p. 26; see also the letter from the AGBU 

District Committee of Egypt to Dikran Balian, 8 July 1938).  
5 See the AGBU Egypt District Committee Questionnaire-Statistics, 22 January 1935. 

According to Vartan Melkonian, in 1954, around 2000 Armenians lived in Kirkuk, 

while the majority of Armenians (around 8000 people) resided in the capital (Kr. 

Arev, 17 November 1954; 

Shlimon, p. 916).  
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the few examples, we can infer that at least those subscribing to the AGBU came 

from rural cities and towns in Asia Minor and Cilicia such as Diarbek r, Harput, 

Hadjin, and Edessa, to name a few. Did their selection of Kirkuk as their new 

hometown emanate from economic considerations more than anything else? 

Seemingly, they were mainly attracted 

, the 

Armenian Prelate of Iraq, argues.6 Actually, as the documents reveal, several 

of the AGBU affiliates became heavily immersed oil business by 

working in the Iraqi Petroleum Company  (IPC) local branch rather than 

practicing their erstwhile professions.7 However, according to the Armenian 

priest of Kirkuk, they soon lost their jobs owing to the inordinate favoring of 

Iraqi nationals over rmenian refugees, especially, following 

the s independence in 1932.8 On the other hand, 

there remained some who still practiced more popular professions like petty 

trades, crafts, photography and manual labor.9  

With the influx of Apostolic Armenians into Kirkuk and owing to the high 

vulnerability of losing them to the relatively better-organized Assyrian Church 

through intermarriages or otherwise,10 the Armenian Prelacy of Iraq deemed it 

necessary to set up its own School and Church. As in most historical epochs, 

these two non-state institutions were regarded indispensable for upholding 

Armenian identity and culture outside the boundaries of what is often described 

as Armenia proper and thus saving the remnants of the Armenian nation from 

assimilation.  Initially, both establishments operated on the same plot of land 

6 See the letter by Archbishop Rupen Manassian to the AGBU District Committee of 

Egypt, 24 October 1932. 
7 T -registered company jointly owned by British, French, American 

 (Shlimon, p. 920).  
8 See the letter sent by Priest Mesrob Orchanian to the AGBU District Committee of 

Egypt, 22 December 1934 as well as the letter from Manassian to the AGBU District 

Committee of Egypt, 24 October 1932. Orchanian was a multi-talented person. He 

acted as the chairperson of the School Council and served as the Secretary of the 

AGBU Kirkuk Chapter. He initially carried the name Siragan but became Mesrob 

following his ordination as priest in the Armenian Saint Trinity Cathedral in Baghdad.  
9 p. 920. 

According to the latter, in 1931, around 2000 out of 2300 workers employed in the 

IPC were native Iraqis. The acquisition of the Iraqi nationality was contingent upon two 

factors: being Ottoman subjects and proving habitual residence in what constituted 

Iraq since the day of  (

The Arab Studies Journal, 2013:21/1, pp. 55-56). 
10 In the absence of an Armenian Church, most religious rituals like marriage and 

funerals were held in the local Assyrian Churches of Kirkuk (letter from Priest 

Orchanian to the AGBU District Committee of Egypt, 4 September 1930). 
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in two rented rooms, as revealed by a report dating December 21, 1934.11 

According to Seta Ohanian, Apostolic Armenians constructed their own Church 

in 1952, about more than two decades after its inception. Nevertheless, an 

earlier receipt kept in Cairo shows that Nubar Gulbenkian, following in the 

footsteps of his benevolent father Calouste Gulbenkian12 (better known as Mr. 

Five Percent), had previously donated 50 liras for the said purpose.13 The 

reasons for the delay remain vague and require further investigation. On the 

other hand, there are neither implicit nor explicit indications in the documents 

suggesting the presence of Catholic or Protestant Armenians in Kirkuk or their 

respective religious institutions.14 

The Armenian School, in turn, also operated under the auspices of the 

Apostolic Church. It had no more than 17 students to begin with in 1927, but 

apparently owing to demographic fluctuations, the school dramatically 

expanded. In 1934, its kindergarten and elementary sections combined counted 

around 145 female and male students, the latter far exceeding the former. 

Perhaps, in modern terms, this can be described as an exercise of 

empowerment through granting them the right for education.15 It is difficult to 

provide the total number of enrolled students or highlight the lifespan of the 

institution. But, the AGBU records indicate that the school also educated the 

children of several indigenous Assyrian families (around 15 in number), so far 

the only evidence for friendly interactions, at least inside the educational 

setting, between Armenians and other Kirkuk-based non-Muslim minorities. 

Nevertheless, it is yet unclear whether non-Armenian schools also operated in 

Kirkuk or whether Armenian children attended non-Armenian educational 

11 The Church council had to pay around 31,000 fils annually for the rent of the Church. 

-1 July 

1933).  
12 Gublenkian was one of the founders of the Turkish Petroleum Company, which 

subsequently evolved into the IPC after the . For more 

information about his life, see Ralph Hewins, Mr. Five Percent: The Biography of 

Calouste Gulbenkian, London, Hutchinson, 1957; John Lodwick, Gulbenkian: An 

Interpretation of Calouste Gulbenkian, London, Heinemann, 1958; Jonathan Conlin, 

, 

London, 2019.  
13 To learn more about his life, see his memoirs entitled Pantaraxia: The Autobiography 

of Nubar Gulbenkian, London, Hutchinson, 1965.  
14 According to Ohanian, around 70 to 80 Armenian Catholic families resided in 

Baghdad in the 1930s where they had a church, while the number of Armenian 

Protestants was much lesser in the whole of Iraq (Seta Ohanian, The Armenian 

Community of Iraq during the Twentieth Century, Yerevan, 2016, pp. 97, 111, 114). 
15 Out of 122 students, 65 were females and the rest were males (

-1 July 1933). 
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institutions. There is also much scope to unearth the relations of Armenians 

with their surroundings (both Muslim and non-Muslim) in areas not necessarily 

restricted to education.16  

It is also ambiguous how effective a role did the school play in the process 

of integrating the descendants of refugee Armenian families into the newly 

emerging Iraqi society. The implemented curriculum, however, suggests that 

by teaching Arabic, the School contributed in what is often deemed as the Iraqi 

-building project, where language often plays a role. In addition, 

children also enrolled in a variety of other classes including Armenian language 

and history, religion, geography, English and mathematics.  

Seemingly, in a context of deteriorating economic conditions in the 

aftermath of the Great Depression of 1929, the School administration decided 

to reduce costs by recruiting only a few teachers (around three in number). 

Priest Orchanian, for example, apart from  principal also 

taught Armenian language, history, religion and Maths.17 As his curriculum vitae 

reveals, he must have been competent enough to carry multiple duties on his 

shoulders. In fact, his teaching career dated back to his earlier years in his 

birthplace Marash (in Cilicia) and then in Zahle (in Lebanon) and later on in 

Mosul following his deportation there.18 Unfortunately, however, no 

employment records or biographies exist to be able to sketch the lives of the 

remaining teachers.19 We can only describe their general living 

conditions which seem to have been very close to the state of misery owing to 

the delays in receiving their monthly wages often for incapacity to 

cover s educational expenses.20 In 1936, the situation 

exacerbated leading to teacher-led protests over unpaid salaries and attempts 

to boycott receiving their rightful dues.21 

16 See the letter from Orchanian to the AGBU District Committee of Egypt, 22 July 1933.  
17 See the letter from Orchanian to the AGBU District Committee of Egypt, 24 July 1932.  
18  

October 1931. As a graduate of the celebrated Armash Seminary in Western Anatolia, 

not only did he possess a solid knowledge of theology, but also a good command of 

 
19  annual wages ranged between 18,000-20,000 fils, while Orchanian 

earned 54,000 fils as an annual salary (

1932- 1 July 1933).  
20 Actually, the records show that parents paid 

expenses, which amounted to around 258,920 fils annually. See the school balance 

sheet, 21 December 1934. 
21 Arev, 4 September 1936. See also the letters exchanged 

between the Church Council and the AGBU District Committee of Egypt dating 22 July 

1933 and 3 January 1934.  
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As part of its new educational policies seeking to meet the demands of the newly 

emerging Middle East also home for thousands of destitute Ottoman Armenian 

refugees, the AGBU Central Board allocated funds to maintain the school

existence. Nevertheless, the amount dispatched in the form of donations 

covered merely twenty-five percent of the total costs and left the school 

in a limbo between life and death.  

The allocation of these grants were greatly determined based on the 

to serve as a platform to propagandize AGBU activities 

and role in creating a nucleus of supporters. To display their loyalty to the 

AGBU leadership , a group of individual AGBU 

affiliates organized several events to prepare the ground for the creation of a 

local branch in Kirkuk. For example, in compliance  request, 

around 45 local Armenians donated an amount of 108.8 Indian Rupees to the 

Boghos Nubar Pasha22 fund created in memory of late  founder in 

1930.23 A year later, they also celebrated twenty-fifth anniversary 

having Zora Iskenderian, a prominent intellectual,24 as their keynote speaker 

during an event attended by what one of the documents refers to as a 
25  

The AGBU gained what can be described as a structural form in Kirkuk only 

 As a veteran member and a staunch 

AGBU advocate, Orchanian made relentless efforts to this effect and, in fact, 

succeeded in July 1933. By the end of the year, around 79 Armenians had 

subscribed to the local branch.26 On top of that, Orchanian toiled to expand 

22 Boghos Nubar Pasha (1851--1930) was the founder of the AGBU and its president 

until his death. 
23 See the letter from the School Council to the AGBU District Committee of Egypt, 2 

September 1930. 
24 He was born in Musa Dagh in 1890. In 1912, he subscribed to the AGBU in his place 

of birth and had a hand in establishing AGBU chapters in various Middle Eastern cities 

including Kirkuk. To learn more about his ventures, see his biography in the Memorial 

-1967, ed. by 

Hagop Ghazarian, Nerses Shirinian, Asadour Magarian and Zaven Messerlian, Beirut, 

1969, p. 207. 
25 Letter from Priest Orchanian to the AGBU District Committee of Egypt, 1 May 1931.  
26 See the letters sent by the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter to AGBU District Committee of Egypt 

dating 22 July 1933 and 20 February 1934 as well as the Trimester Report of the AGBU 

Kirkuk Chapter, 11 November 1933. Initially, the Union had only 39 members. Some 

of the families affiliated with the AGBU local branch included the Alexanders, 

Arakelians, Simonians, and Paltians. The membership fees ranged between 25 and 75 

dinars. Those belonging to the AGBU camp usually faced difficulties in paying their 

annual membership dues to the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter, which on several occasions, 

had to petition its masters in Egypt over the issue of collecting exceptionally reduced 
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neighboring villages like Suleymaniyah, where, 

as a visiting priest he had established connections with a few Armenian families 

who, in turn, were expected to pull in more of their nationals. However, as the 

documents evince, he never succeeded in his mission due to what was 
27 The AGBU received a similar 

hostile treatment in Kirkuk, where a number of Dashnak revolutionaries 28 

had established residence including Dr. Kurken Papazian, a fervent leader, 

organizing this part of Iraq.29 Allegedly agitated by 

mounting proclivity towards the AGBU and for fears to lose Kirkuk as a potential 

Dashnak powerbase, Papazian spearheaded a campaign straining to consign 

local branch to oblivion. To smoothen the process, he and his 

colleagues plotted on removing Orchanian from office and replacing the pro-

AGBU Church and School committee members with non-AGBU affiliates to 

relegate the Union to a weaker position as it would lose its extensive influence 

 affairs.  

In mid-1934, the above goal was finally realized with the formation of what 

-

circumstances, the AGBU local branch started losing grounds in Kirkuk and 

eventually fizzled out in 1935 for no longer possessing the means to keep the 

of mounting intracommunal rivalry and competition, the AGBU almost never 

repudiated similar pleas as it had recently started gaining acceptance among the more 

popular segments of Armenian society in Kirkuk, who were instrumental to expanding 

its global membership and multiplying its annual financial returns (see the letters 

exchanged between the Church Council and the AGBU District Committee of Egypt 

dating 22 July 1933 and 3 January 1934 as well as the letter sent by the AGBU Kirkuk 

Chapter to the District Committee of Egypt, 5 September 1933).  
27 See the correspondences between the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter and AGBU District 

were propelled to subscribe to the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter. Added to this, the AGBU 

also allocated around 12 British pounds to the school in Suleymaniyah in an attempt 

to preserve the Armenian identity of children belonging to 30-32 Armenian families 

(see the 1932-1933 Financial Report of the Armenian School in Suleymaniyah as well 

as the letter sent by the AGBU District Committee of Egypt to the AGBU Kirkuk 

Chapter, 8 May 1934).  
28 This means that they were members of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF) 

or Dashnaktsutyun founded in Tbilisi in 1890. It advocated National Socialism and had 

branches throughout the globe.  
29 Following the influx of Armenian refugees into Iraq, the ARF strained to organize its 

cells in the said country (Ohanian, p. 140).  
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said communal institutions under its sway.30 This also signified its defeat in the 

against its ideological opponents. Now the school fell in the hands of 

Dr. Papazian himself, the acting principal, who much the same as the AGBU, 

used it as a vehicle to allegedly indoctrinate children , 

besides liberating them from the chains of illiteracy.31  
 

 
Group photo of the Armenian School of Kirkuk (Miyutyun, July-August 1933, p. 60) 

 

The real causes for the internecine antagonism between Armenians living in 

Kirkuk merit further investigation, but as it seems, it was a continuation of 

former political grievances carried from the lost homeland. The community was 

fragmented and an attitude of intolerance was prevalent among its members. 

According to Orchanian, although written with some exaggeration, there was 

 Interestingly, Armenian women also 

played a prominent role in the ongoing clashes because they, too, according to 

the AGBU reports, ended up in prison along with their husbands.32 At some 

point, these confrontations became violent leading to killing incidents. Several 

30 See the correspondence between the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter and the AGBU District 

Committee of Egypt, 12 May 1934. See also the letter sent by the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter 

to the AGBU District Committee of Egypt, 29 December 1934.  
31 Arev, 4 September 1936. In fact, the AGBU almost always 

shaped its decisions on allocating school funds 

 political affiliations as well as the observance of 

anniversaries in the school premises.  
32 See the correspondence between Priest Mesrob Orchanian and the AGBU District 

Committee of Egypt, 29 January 1936.  
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members of the AGBU-affiliated Mkhitarian family, for example, were shot dead 

by what Orchanian described as a radical Dashnak revolutionary, orphaning 

around eight children now looked after by their immediate relatives.33 However, 

the AGBU documents remain silent if similar incidents were committed by their 

own members against Dashnaks or others.  

Based on the available examples, the disrupted political atmosphere, at least 

in the case of AGBU adherents, pushed them to consider perpetually 

abandoning Kirkuk. Baruyr Orchanian, for instance, the son of priest Mesrob, 

under the pretext of pursuing his higher studies at the AGBU Melkonian 

Educational Institute opted for relocating to Nicosia or alternatively moving to 

Syria as a teacher in one of the AGBU-sponsored educational institutions.34 On 

the other hand, in answer to calls for repatriation  to Soviet Armenia in the 

early 1930s, some thirty Kirkuk-based Armenian families longed to take the 

journey not out of mere patriotism but owing to the irregular flow of events 

and poor living standards.35 Nevertheless, they were unable to leave because 

of a shortage in accommodation and the favoring of the large-scale immigration 

of Armenian families from France and the Balkans to Armenia.36 

33 The family originally came from Edessa in south eastern Cilicia. Attempts to send the 

children, at least, the girls to the AGBU Melkonian Educational Institute in Nicosia were 

not successful (see the letter sent by the AGBU Kirkuk Chapter to the AGBU District 

Committee of Egypt, 27 March 1934). 
34 The Melkonian Educational Institute was founded by a donation from the Melkonian 

brothers in 1926 and functioned under the auspices of the AGBU rounding up a large 

number of Armenian orphans in the aftermath of WWI. 
35 

carried out by the AGBU in Armenia was, without a doubt, the construction of 

AGBU and the Soviet authorities on a 7400 acres of land. The reason behind this 

campaign was to populate the newly constructed Nubarashen district in the southwest 

of the capital, Yerevan (Kevorkian and Tachjian, The Armenian General Benevolent 

Union: One Hundred Years of History, Vol. I, New York, Cairo, Paris, 2006, p. 190).  
36 See the letter sent by the AGBU District Committee of Egypt to its Kirkuk Chapter, 22 

had been erected and only one thousand refugees, mostly from Greece and France, 

had moved to Nubarashen (Kevorkian and Tachjian, p. 190; Armenuhi Stepanyan, 

Repatriation of the XX Century in the System of Armenian Identity, Yerevan, 2010, p. 

73).  
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AGBU Kirkuk Chapter Committee (Miyutyun, September-October 1935, p. 77) 

In conclusion, this micro-level study of Armenians in Kirkuk shows that, 

similar to more sizeable Armenian communities, non-state institutions like the 

School and the Church along with other political and non-political organizations 

A letter from the Armenian Church 

of Kirkuk to the AGBU District 

Committee of Egypt, dated December 

21, 1934

A letter from the AGBU Kirkuk 

Chapter to the AGBU District 

Committee of Egypt, dated August 

15, 1935 



323

were instrumental in Armenian communal life and carving a new identity, one 

that is loyal to the interests of the adoptive country. In the future, with the aid 

of supplemental documents it will be possible to address a broader range of 

yet unresolved questions: What were the patterns of Armenian settlement in 

Kirkuk? How were their cultural and sports activities organized? How were their 

relations framed with the Iraqi state during the mandate and post-mandate 

periods? Did they have an active participation in How 

were their mutual relations with other indigenous ethnic groups? etc. 
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The Armenian Community in Iraqi Kurdistan 
Yeghia Tashjian 

yeghia.tash@gmail.com 
 

Against the backdrop 

of a brief historical review 

of the Armenian villages in 

Iraqi Kurdistan (IK) during 

the Baathist (1968-2003) 

and post-Baathist (2003-

present) period, this paper 

will provide highlights of 

the socio-communal and 

political life of the 

community and observe the relations between Armenia and the Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG) and how this relationship may shape the future of 

the community in the region. The paper does not touch much on the life of the 

community between the 1930s and the 1990s. Rather, it focuses on recent 

developments in the KRG and the Armenian political presence in its 

institutions.1 

 

A BRIEF HISTORICAL OUTLINE 

The focal point of the Armenian community in IK is the church. Indeed, 

unlike in Lebanon and Syria, where the Armenian community revolves around 

the parties and other institutions alongside the church, in IK the church plays 

a vocal, crucial and leading role. The Armenian community in IK mainly belongs 

to the Armenian Apostolic Church; a few Armenian Catholic families lived 

around Sinjar Mountain in the 1930s and 1940s. Armenians have three 

churches in the area, and a fourth is under construction in Erbil, as the size of 

the community is growing, especially after the influx of Armenian refugees from 

relatively more insecure regions of Iraq. The Armenians are mainly located in 

the IK cities of Erbil and Dohuk, along with a sizeable population in the rural 

areas of Zakho and the villages of Havrezk, and Avzrug. 

The story of the two villages Havrezk and Avzrug dates back to the 

settlement of the Armenians in Iraq after the Genocide. Indeed, after the 1917 

withdrawal of the Russian troops from Van and the Russo-Ottoman frontline in 

1 I would like to thank the Armenian MP in the KRG Parliament, Yerwant Aminian, whom 

I interviewed in June 2017; he provided me with several sources and documents. 
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the Eastern (Armenian) vilayets, Levon Shaghoyan led a segment of the Van 

Armenians to Iraq. These eventually settled in Mosul. 2 

 
Havrezk 

Havrezk was founded in 1929 by the Armenian refugees from Van and 

surrounding areas.3 Shaghoyan himself became the first headman of the village 

as he enjoyed the trust of both colonial British and local Arab leaders. In 1932 

Havrezk  had 490 families or 

2450 inhabitants. Its school had 300 students. In the late 1940s the number of 

villagers fell to 80-90 families due to repatriation to Soviet Armenia and 

migration to the urban areas of Iraq. According to MP Yerwant Aminian, during 

the Anfal campaign (see below) Armenians were deported from Havrezk. 

Murad Vartanian, the current head of the village, claims that in an attempt to 

encourage the inflow and settlement of Armenians in IK, the KRG has built over 

115 houses in the village since 2006. Furthermore, an Assyrian politician, Sarkis 

Aghajan, has been instrumental in the construction, realization and operation 

of a nearby airport, which promised to be a major opportunity of employment 

for the villagers.4 In June 2014 as ISIS advanced towards the Kurdish populated 

areas, the Armenians of Havrezk, under the command of Vartanian, took up 

arms and formed a small Armenian self-defense unit within the Kurdish 

2 Better known as Levon Pasha, Shaghoyan (1887-1974) was a native of the village of 

Kharagonis near Van and served as one of the commanders of the Armenian defense 

forces during the defense of Van. 
3 Ishtar TV, Havrezk, 12/16/2012, https://www.ishtartv.com/en/viewarticle,36343.html . 
4 The Changing 

Landscape of the Middle East, AGBU News, February 2016, p. 19. 
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Peshmerga (freedom fighters or Kurdish army). Unlike neighboring Assyrian 

villages, Havrezk was not overrun by ISIS. 

The village of Avzrug was founded in 1932 in the province of Dohuk, as 

some Armenians from Zakho and its suburbs decided to settle in a new village 

of their own.5 In 1975 the village was destroyed as the Arabization policy 

of Saddam Hussein was being implemented. The Armenians were 

forced to leave the area and were replaced by Arab tribes. After the 1991 Gulf 

War, the village was repopulated by Armenians, as the Arab tribes were driven 

out, and in 2001 its Armenian church, Surp Vartan, was reconstructed. The 

Armenians of Avzrug do not speak Armenian; they communicate in Kurdish. 

Nonetheless, they maintain their Armenian social identity in their folklore, 

religion and names. Currently Avzrug has a total population of about 300. 

In Zakho, a town with a mixed Armenian and Kurdish population bordering 

Turkey, it is difficult to differentiate between Armenians and Kurds based on 

language, customs and traditions. In the early 1930s Zakho was almost totally 

inhabited by Armenians, who spoke their mother tongue. The Armenian Church 

of Zakho, Surp Mariam Asdvadzadzin, was built in 1968 with donations from 

the Calouste Gulbenkian foundation. Currently almost all the Armenians of 

Zakho communicate in Kurdish. Many among them sympathize with the Kurdish 
6 (PKK) since the latter has been active and has had logistics 

5 Ishtar TV,  

https://www.ishtartv.com/en/viewarticle,36264.html . 
6 

1980 by the jailed Kurdish politician Abdulla Ocalan. The Party adheres to the idea of 

creating a greater Kurdistan. 
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bases in the border villages. Armenian sympathy may not sound surprising as 

one of the founders of the ASALA,7 Hagop Hagopian, was from Zakho. Some 

claim that during the 1980s these two organizations launched attacks on the 

Turkish border from Zakho. The number of Zakho Armenians increased in 

recent years from approximately 165 families in 2013 to over 240 families in 

2016.8 

According to Father Masis Shahinian, the pastor of Surp Nerses Shnorhali 

church in Dohuk and a visiting pastor of Havrezk, most Armenians of Zakho 

speak Armenian and Kurdish in their daily lives. While church liturgy is 

conducted in Armenian, sermons are in either Kurdish or Arabic.  

Some Armenians used to live in Sinjar and Suleymaniyah, where between 

1914 and 1918 the Yezidis sheltered thousands of Armenian refugees, including 

some 70 Armenian Catholic families from Mardin. These Catholic Armenians 

built a church in 1930, and a school was opened in 1935. Some 30 Armenian 

families settled in the Suleymaniyah area between 1927 and 1928. 

 

FROM BAATH (1968-2003) TO POST-BAATH PERIOD (2003 ONWARDS) 

During the 20th century 

Kurds have striven for 

independence and statehood in 

Turkey, Iran, and Iraq but have 

failed to establish a lasting state. 

During WWII they proclaimed 

the republic of Mahabad in 

northwestern Iran, but it did not 

last long. On the other hand 

their struggle for self-rule and 

autonomy has been more 

successful. All but Iraqi Kurdistan have enjoyed the longest period of autonomy 

or self-rule thanks to international factors. 

Geographically, Kurdish populated regions in Iraq, comprising the four 

Kurdish-majority populated governorates of Dohuk, Erbil, Halabja and 

Suleymaniyah, are in the north. The region is bordered by Iraq to the south, 

Syria to the west, Turkey to the north and Iran to the east. 

7 The Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia was a Marxist-nationalist 

armed organization. It made its appearance in 1975, and was active until 1990. Its 

objective was to establish a united Armenia. The group had relations with Kurdish and 

Palestinian organizations. 
8 Kotchikian, p. 19. 
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The creation of the Kurdistan Region (later known as the Kurdistan Regional 

Government) dates back to the March 1970 autonomy agreement between the 

Kurdish rebels and the Iraqi government after years of heavy fighting. However, 

the agreement failed to be implemented, and by 1974 Northern Iraq was 

plunged into a war, which devastated the region and its population, alongside 

the genocidal Anfal campaign.9 In 1961 the First Iraqi Kurdish War broke out 

and lasted till 1970. It resulted in the Iraqi Kurdish Autonomy 

Agreement, which granted autonomy to the Kurds. However, this agreement 

was not implemented. On the contrary it was counterproductive as the Iraqi 

government embarked on an ethnic cleansing policy against the Kurds in key 

strategic cities in the north to reduce the possible size of the Kurdish 

autonomous entity that a census would determine.10 In 1978 and 1979, some 

600 Kurdish villages were burned down and around 200,000 Kurds were 

deported from the area to other parts of the country. 

Armenians and Assyrians were targeted indirectly too. Havrezk and Avzrug 

were destroyed; their Armenian population fled and settled in neighboring 

regions, while the villages were repopulated by Arab tribes. After the capture 

of Halabja by Kurdish forces, in 1988 Hussein ordered a chemical attack on 

the city during his Anfal campaign, which led to the destruction of some 2000 

villages and the death of around 5000 Kurds.11 In parallel the Baathist 

government started an Arabization program to drive Kurds and other ethnic 

groups out of the oil-rich city of Kirkuk and its surrounding region and replace 

them with Arab settlers from central and southern Iraq.  

This strategy was not directed against Armenians but rather against the 

Kurds and was meant to weaken the villages, which supported the Peshmerga. 

According to IK former MP Aram Shahen Pakoyan, a native of Avzrug, 

although Armenians maintained neutrality, most Armenians sympathized with 

the Peshmerga and some were imprisoned in the Abu Ghraib prison .12 

Pakoyan claimed that when the regime tried to recruit the non-Kurds to fight 

against the Peshmerga, the Armenians declined arguing that they were 

 

The chemical attack on Kurds pushed the Americans and the Europeans to 

impose no-fly zones in northern Iraq in March 1991 to protect the Kurds, 

9 Mahir A. Aziz, The Kurds of Iraq: Nationalism and Identity in Iraqi Kurdistan, 

I.B.Taurus, 2015, p. 76. 
10 Ibid., pp. 76-77. 
11 The notorious Halabja chemical attack is considered a war crime. 
12 One needs to note as well that during the same period and even earlier many Armenian 

Communists and members of the ARF- -

were imprisoned in Baghdad in similar prison cells.  
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thereby facilitating the resurgence of Kurdish autonomy in the vacuum.13 

Following the US intervention in 1991, the Iraqi army lost control over the 

Kurdish areas; the Arab tribes fled the region and returned to their original 

places, mainly south of Mosul. Thus, the two villages, Avzrug and Havrezk, were 

repopulated by Armenians as the latter migrated to the north of the country, 

to the Kurdish areas where safe zones were created. The further resettlement 

of Armenians in these areas in 2006 was fully supported and funded by the 

KRG.  

The first Kurdish elections in IK were held in May 1992, when the Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (led by Masoud Barazani) secured 45.3% of the votes and a 

majority in parliament.14 

As IK became more secure relative to Baghdad and other areas after the 

US-led invasion in 2003, the number of Armenians increased. Armenians 

attribute their flow to the north to safety concerns, since a number of Armenian 

institutions and churches were targeted and bombed, several Armenians were 

kidnapped, and others were killed in Baghdad and the central regions of Iraq.15 

To accomplish its religious duty, the Armenian Diocese had been eagerly 

anticipating the construction of an Armenian church in Erbil to accommodate 

the growing numbers of internally-displaced Iraqi Armenians. 

The Armenians consider the Kurdish-dominated parts of Iraq generally to 

be much safer than other areas, where Christians, Yezidis, and Shobak faced 

persecution, threat of forced conversions, crucifixions, and beheadings. Iraqi 

Armenians were fortunate enough to be able to rely on family connections and 

ties, which enabled them to settle in either Erbil, Dohuk or Zakho.  

 

COMMUNAL LIFE, POLITICAL LIFE, AND LEGAL RIGHTS 

In 1992, the Autonomous Kurdistan Region of northern Iraq came into 

existence and was realized after Western powers, including the US, created a 

no-fly zone to protect the region from invasion by Saddam Hussein

government. Eventually, after local elections in May 1992, a local government, 

the KRG, which is the official ruling body of IK, was established. With a 

population of some 5.2 million (according to local official data) IK16 now has its 

13  

https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2019/01/independence-iraqi-

kurds-190122043558455.html . 
14 Masoud was the son of Mustafa Barazani, one of the most prominent political figures 

in modern Kurdish politics. After the fall of the Kurdish Mahabad republic in Iran in 

1946, Mustafa left for Soviet Armenia, where he lived for a short period of time near 

Nakhichevan. 
 

16 The Kurdistan Region in Brief, March 23, 2020, 

http://previous.cabinet.gov.krd/p/page.aspx?l=12&s=050000&r=300&p=210 . 
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own state institutions, which are different and separate from those in Baghdad. 

KRG and KRP 

(Kurdistan Regional Parliament) are located in the capital of the region, Erbil. 

The small Armenian community of IK is well integrated in the local socio-

political and economic fabric. Currently the number of Armenians in Iraqi 

Kurdistan ranges between 2000 and 3000. The Kurdish authorities have 

recognized the Armenians as a separate ethnic group. This recognition has 

been reflected in the KRG constitution, which in its introductory article states 

that Kurdistan is composed of several ethnic groups such as Kurds, Arabs, 

Turkmens, Chaldeans, Assyrians and Armenians. The recognition of Armenians 

as an ethnic minority has entitled them to a certain communal autonomy, 

alongside other KRG minorities. It is important to note that unlike in Lebanon 

and Syria, where Armenians are not recognized as an ethnic group but as a 

millet, a sectarian group within a religious context and a federation of religious 

communities, in the KRG they are recognized as an ethnic group, while the 

Yezidis, who outnumber the Armenians and other Christians, are not 

recognized as a separate ethnic group.  

While the Iraqi federal government has sought to minimize the importance 

and weight of the Kurds, Kurdish groups, on the other hand, have a tendency 

to exaggerate the number of Kurds (including Yezidis) in IK, where a sizable 

number of Arabs, Turkomans, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Shobak and Jews live 

alongside a Kurdish majority. 

Are Armenian-Kurdish relations in Kurdistan based on friendship or 

interest? According to former MP Aminian, Armenians are viewed favorably by 

the KRG. Many Kurds perceive Armenians as their ethnic brothers and believe 

a single nation. Jesus came and separated the two, 

perspective of IK towards the Armenians differs from that towards the 

remaining Christians. Armenians, unlike the Assyrian nationalists, have no 

political aspirations or land claims and do not pose any threat to the territorial 

comes to its approach to the Christians. It supports the Armenians and 

Chaldeans against Assyrians. On several occasions the KRG leadership has 

expressed its willingness to settle the Armenians in Nineveh Plain or Kirkuk to 

counterbalance Assyrian self-determination aspirations or to annex the 

disputed areas of Kirkuk in a future referendum. It is worth mentioning that in 

April 2015 a bill introduced to recognize the Armenian Genocide to the KRG 

parliament was signed by 40 MPs. The leading majority parliamentary block, 

the Kurdistan Democratic Party, postponed the vote under pressure from 

Ankara. 
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In the 2009 elections, the new electoral law allocated a seat to the Armenian 

minority (5 seats for other Christian sects, 5 for Turkomans). Aram Shahen 

Pakoyan was elected MP. Later he was replaced by Aminian. Pakoyan was well 

known within Kurdish circles due to his role in the Peshmerga.  

Armenians also have a presence in the municipal councils of Dohuk, Zakho, 

and Erbil and actively participate in local decision making. Besides this, 

Armenian villagers in Havrezk serve in voluntary rotation with the regional 

Peshmerga forces to guard the frontline with ISIS.17 

In 2009, there were 880 eligible Armenian voters in IK, but Pakoyan 

received 4200 votes, while his rivals Aertex (probably Vartkes) Moses Sarkissian 

and Ishkhan Melkon Sarkissian received 2900 and 800 votes respectively.18 

the Parliamentary committee for housing and 

reconstruction enabled him to facilitate the reconstruction of Armenian villages 

in IK. 

 

THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA-KRG RELATIONS 

During his visit to Baghdad in February 2014, Armenian Foreign Minister 

Edward Nalbandian announced that Armenia planned to open a consulate in 

Erbil. Almost 6 years have passed and nothing has materialized. In November 

2019, the Armenian ambassador to Iraq, Hrachya Poladian, announced that his 

government intended to open a consulate in Erbil and that the government had 

provided the necessary budget in 2020 to achieve this goal.19 Former MP 

Aminian stated that the Armenian government initially announced its decision 

to open the consulate in March 2017 and that the KRG had granted the land 

for that purpose but so far the Armenian state had not taken concrete steps. 

One may speculate whether Baghdad is exerting pressure on Yerevan to further 

postpone the establishment of a consulate, and whether other regional 

considerations hinder such steps. 

The Armenian initiative came in response to the expansion of ISIS in Iraq 

and the re-emergence of the Kurdish question in the region. Analysts and 

experts point out that an independent Kurdistan would be emerged in the 

future as a consequence to the fragmentation of Arab states. Already in 2014, 

17 Kotchikian, p. 20. 
18 Rock in the Kurdistan M

Ararat news and publishing, October 7, 2011, 

https://web.archive.org/web/20111007142639/http://araratnews.eu/nuce.php?aid=48 
19 Open C

November 21, 2019, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/f41c8394-9088-4b45-

9d82-f9a3d63b3bbb .  

.- On February 24, 2021 the consulate of the Republic of Armenia was 

officially opened in Erbil. 
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Kurdish leading parties hinted at the possibility of a referendum after the defeat 

of ISIS in northern Iraq. Armenia wanted to secure its political interests not just 

in Iraq but the whole region. With the rise of political Islam and Islamist 

movements loyal to Turkey, Armenian communities felt threatened in the 

region. Armenian foreign policy pro-activeness and engagement in the region 

were expressed when the RA foreign ministry expressed solidarity to Yezidis 

and Assyrian refugees in international forums. 

Greek-Pontic and Assyrian Genocides in 2015 and the Yezidi Genocide in 2018 

came within this political context.20 

On another note one may ask, what does Armenia have to offer to the KRG 

and what has the latter to offer to Armenia. In other words, what could the 

content of the relations between RA and the KRG be? Indeed, what might be 

the real weight of such a relationship? 

According to analysts, both the Armenian and Kurdish sides have a number 

of strong, valid and legitimate reasons to establish some sort of diplomatic 

relations. However, RA might have other considerations, which complicate the 

establishment of such a relationship. 

The KRG is part and parcel of the very complex Kurdish issue. After 

establishing diplomatic relations with the KRG, Armenian officials would not be 

able to disregard and bypass establishing some sort of contact with the other 

Kurdish political parties: PKK, in Turkey and Iraq), 

Democratic Union Party (PYD, major Kurdish Party in Syria), 

Democratic Party (HDP, major Kurdish party in Turkey), whether in Turkey or 

the Diaspora, which might come into conflict with the policy adopted by the 

Barazani clan. Indeed, establishing diplomatic relations with the KRG would 

have its repercussions on both contiguous states and other Kurdish 

organizations. The latter would raise their expectations, while the contiguous 

states might use the relations as a bargaining chip. 

Considering that there is Armenian representation in the KRG 

parliament and that there is a sizeable Yezidi community in Armenia, and 

Kurdish and Yezidi MPs in the Armenian National Assembly, Armenia bears a 

moral responsibility to have diplomatic relations with the KRG, which could 

enhance and strengthen cultural and political ties between the two sides. 

As Armenian communities in Iraq and elsewhere in the Middle East 

became victim of radical Islamist persecution and faced socio-economic 

20  Azadutiun 

Radiogayan, https://www.azatutyun.am/a/26948647.hrml , (accessed on March 24, 

https://eurasianet.org/armenia-recognizes-is-massacres-of-yezidis-as-genocide 

(accessed on January 23, 2018). 
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challenges, some Armenians sought refuge in the Kurdish region.21 

Accordingly, an official Armenian diplomatic presence in Erbil might transform 

the status of IK Armenians, making them expatriates and thereby giving the 

Republic of Armenia the moral right to exert pressure on the KRG concerning 

their safety and wellbeing. The presence of the Republic of Armenia in IK in 

the form of a consulate could give further weight to the IK Armenians, as well 

as enhance their safety conditions by increasing their trust and confidence in 

the KRG. Most Armenians in the KRG, when interviewed, expressed concern 

about in the Turkmen community in the KRG. 

The Kurdish political factor has recently re-emerged in the region. 

Kurds and Kurdish populated areas border Armenia. On the other hand, the 

KRG is an indirect neighbor as Turkey lies between the two. Erbil offers 

enormous economic opportunities, as it has rich resources and 17% of the Iraqi 

state budget. An Armenian political presence there could facilitate economic 

exchanges between both Armenian industries and the energy and service 

sectors. 

Establishing diplomatic relations might trigger negative responses, 

especially from Baghdad. The federal government in Baghdad is suspicious of 

the diplomatic activities 

foreign policy and keep trade activities within its grip.  

The establishment of any diplomatic mission or representation comes 

with financial obligations and needs a cost/benefit analysis. Armenian 

diplomacy, mostly not proactive, is in no condition to embark on such an 

endeavor unless it is coordinated with the small Armenian community of 

northern Iraq as well as business holders in both IK and the RA in order to 

develop an economic market which is mutually beneficial. Indeed, individuals 

and businessmen in IK who have firsthand knowledge of the region and are 

interested in developing such relations would have to take the initiative for such 

an endeavor.22 

Finally, as of the second half of the 20th century there has been an 

increasing outflow of minorities from the Middle East. Christians constitute the 

largest part of this outflow alongside other tiny minorities. On the other hand, 

the radicalism and extremism that have emerged in the last two decades have 

particularly targeted Christian and other minorities of the region as retaliation 

21 Both Syrian Qamishli and the IK are good examples of this observation. 
22 Hrant Gadarigian

http://hetq.am/eng/news/57174/armenia-and-

iraqi-kurdistan-why-doesnt-yerevan-have-diplomatic-representation-in-erbil.html/ 

4/11/2014. 

.- On February 24, 2021 the Consulate of the Republic of Armenia was 

officially inaugurated in Erbil. 
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for what is perceived as Western neocolonialism. Armenia and Armenians 

constitute a Middle Eastern nation, and Armenia is the only Christian state in 

the region. Such features may enable Armenia to play a better role in a 

Christian-Muslim world dialogue and bridge the widening gap. 
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The Committee of Cultural Relations with Diaspora Armenians and the 

Iraqi Armenians 

(Summary) 

 ,   

melik13@mail.ru; armyegh@yahoo.com 

 

The Committee of Cultural Relations with Diaspora Armenians was founded in 

1964 to promote relations with Diaspora Armenians. The Committee established 

several departments to realize its objectives with all groups of Diaspora Armenians 

throughout the world, including Iraq. 

The main objectives of the Committee sub-department regarding the Iraqi 

Armenians were to develop relations with the community, to introduce them to the 

lifestyle of Soviet Armenia and its achievements in science and culture, and to further 

bind them to Soviet Armenia. Another objective was to introduce the conditions of the 

Iraqi Armenian community, its organizations and its struggle for identity preservation 

to the Soviet Armenians. 

The Committee cooperated with pro-Soviet organizations and cultural and 

benevolent unions, mailed Soviet Armenian newspapers to the community, sent 

cultural groups, invited delegations from the community and welcomed tourists from 

Iraq. 

For over a quarter of a century the Committee did its best to achieve these 

objectives. However, after the 1988 earthquake, it shifted its objectives towards 

directing Diaspora aid and assistance to the disaster zone. 
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1999 23 - 23 - 

2000 9 - 9 - 

2001 10 - 10 - 

2002 8 - 8 - 

2003 82 64 18 64 

2004 162 145 17 145 

2005 163 125 38 141 

2006 650 629 21 275 

2007 291 271 20 271 

2008 207 190 17 63 

2009 67 48 19 48 

2010 68  68 15 
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2011 73  73 38 

2012 579  579 15 

2013 320  320 11 

2014 226  226 19 

2015 316  316 75 

2016 110  110 14 

2017 151  151 34 

2018 108  108 44 

 3623 1472 2151 1272 
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1999 2*9 3 - 

2000 17* 12 - 

2001 7 18 - 

2002 25 25 - 

2003 41 17 63 

2004 14 26 145 

2005 9 120 122 

2006 13 116 275 

2007 31 159 271 

2008 20 229 63 

2009 38 132 48 

2010 70 21 13***10 

2011 -**11 8 37 

2012 -** 7 15 

2013 17 3 11 

2014 40 6 22 



356 

 

-

 

2003-08 : 

, -

-

-

, , -

,  -

: -

- -

 

 

 

2001  11 -

-
12 -

. -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

, -

-

12 -

 

2015 115 13 41 

2016 61 8 1 
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Armenian State Foreign Policy in the Context of the 2003 Iraq War 

(Summary) 

 

anush.bezhanyan@gmail.com 

 

In March 2003 coalition forces headed by the USA started a war against Iraq. 

Instantly, Armenian diplomats in Iraq quit the country. War and Islamic extremist 

actions paralyzed the Iraqi Armenian community. 

At the beginning the policy of the Armenian state authorities and public circles was 

designed with an eye to the safety of the Iraqi Armenian community. Accordingly, 

participation of the Republic of Armenia in the war on Iraq was considered 

inadvisable. Nonetheless, the state was ready to help resolve the conflict by peaceful 

and diplomatic means. 

The rhetoric of the state authorities changed after some time. This change of policy 

was due to pressure from the US government, and the inactive attitude of Iran and the 

Russian Federation regarding the conflict in Iraq. According to the rhetoric, sending 

an Armenian contingent to Iraq was justified by the importance of gaining experience 

and avoiding self-marginalization from world developments. On the other hand, 

participating in peace-building and humanitarian missions would elevate the 

international stature of the republic. 
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Republic of Armenia-Iraqi Armenian Community 

Relations between 1991 and 2015 

(Summary) 

Sona Tonikian 

sotonik@ysu.am 

 

During the Soviet era Soviet-Armenia Diaspora relations were run by the 

Committee of Cultural Relations with the Diaspora, which basically dealt with cultural 

relations. 

After the independence of Armenia in 1991 and until 1993 the Committee 

continued its role though it gradually lost its standing as the only official body, as other 

state offices involved in similar activities were inaugurated. In June 2008 the Armenian 

government adopted the Armenia-Diaspora cooperation development framework, 

which formalized and institutionalized the state offices that would deal with these 

issues and their scope. 

The paper focuses on the activities of these organs in their interaction with the 

Iraqi Armenian community and the resolution of its concerns both in Iraq and in the 

Republic of Armenia. The paper analyses these issues in the broader context of 

Armenian state policy regarding the Armenian communities of the Middle East and in 

comparison with Syrian Armenian concerns. 
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Republic of Armenia s Institutional Policies  

Towards the Incoming Iraqi Armenians (1991-2015) 

(Summary) 

Sona Tonikian 

sotonik@ysu.am 

 

During the Soviet era Soviet-Armenia Diaspora relations were run by the 

Committee of Cultural Relations with the Diaspora, which basically dealt with cultural 

relations. 

After the independence of Armenia in 1991 and until 1993 the Committee 

continued its role though it gradually lost its standing as the only official body, as other 

state offices involved in similar activities were inaugurated. In June 2008 the Armenian 

government adopted the Armenia-Diaspora cooperation development framework, 

which formalized and institutionalized the state offices that would deal with these 

issues and their scope. 

The paper focuses on the activities of these organs in their interaction with the 

Iraqi Armenian community and the resolution of its concerns both in Iraq and in the 

Republic of Armenia. The paper analyses these issues in the broader context of 

Armenian state policy regarding the Armenian communities of the Middle East and in 

comparison with Syrian Armenian concerns. 
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The Armenian Prelacy of Iraq 

(Summary) 

Vardan Devrikyan 

devrikyan@yahoo.com 

 

The formation, jurisdiction and scope of the Iraqi Armenian prelacy was modified 

according to the geographic and administrative shifts of the areas constituting it. Some 

Armenian churches were built as early as the 14th century. Both the Baghdad and Basra 

Armenian communities had prelacies from the 13th till the late 17th century.  

Sources refer to bishop Soghomon as the prelate of Basra in 1222, while Chore arch. 

Sarkis was the prelate of Baghdad in 1354. Baghdad was proclaimed a separate prelacy 

in the first half of the 17th century. Later on, in the late-18th century, however, India and 

Baghdad were considered a single prelacy, and the center of the prelacy was located at 

New Julfa. In the mid-19th century the Baghdad prelacy was linked to the Patriarchate of 

Constantinople, for a while to the Patriarchate of Jerusalem and eventually to the 

Catholicosate of Echmiadzin. A totally separate Armenian Prelacy of Iraq was formed in 

the late-19th-early-20th century. The paper focuses particularly on this last era. 
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The Catholic Armenian Community of Iraq 

 (Summary) 

Raphael Oumoudian 

raphael.oumoudian@gmail.com 

 

In 1758 Fathers Kapriel Der Matossian and Taniel Amirzayan, two mebers of the 

Armenian Antonine Congregation, settled in Baghdad and established the Catholic 

Armenian community of Iraq. In January 1841 the first Armenian Catholic church was 

built in Baghdad. Gradually, with the increase in the number of the Catholic Armenian 

community, an archbishopric was established. 

The paper focuses on the history of the community, its educational endeavors and 

the construction efforts of its religious leaders, who served both the Iraqi and the Merdin 

Armenian Catholic communities. The paper details the achievements of the archbishops 

who led the community, including Arch. Hagop Nesimian and Father Aliozos Batanian, 

who were followed by Arch. Nerses Tayroyan (1940-1972). The paper notes that the 

service years of Arch. Hovhanness Kasbarian (1972-82) were the most prosperous years 

of the community. After Arch. Boghos Kousa (1982-2001) Fr. Andon Atamian (2001-

2006) witnessed the war on Iraq. He was followed by Arch. Emmanuel Dabbaghian 

(2006-2016). Currently the prelate in Baghdad is father Nerses Zabbarian. 
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The Armenian Schools of Iraq (1918-1974) 

(Summary) 

Gohar Avagyan 

gohar-arkhiv@mail.ru 

 

Iraqi Armenian education had an upward lift after the settlement of the survivors 

of the Armenian Genocide in Mespotamia. The Baquba and Nahr Omar refugee camps 

had set up schools already from the very beginning of the establishment of the camp. 

Five Armenian national schools functioned in 1924 in Baghdad, Basra, Mosul, Nahr 

Omar and Gilan. In 1931 a school was inaugurated in Margili, another in Kirkuk in 

1932, which lasted till 1970was inaugurated in the Norashen region of Baghdad. The 

School at Slekh functioned for over two decades (1939-1961). In 1949 the Gilani 

school of Sevadjian was merged with the Tarkmanchats School of Baghdad and 

eventually became a secondary school in 1954. 

In 1961 the Iraqi Armenian educational network had six schools, three in Baghdad 

(2 internmediate, one secondary), one in Mosul (intermediate), one in Kirkuk and one 

in Basra (both elementary). Zakho had no schools, a reason why Zakho Armenians 

spoke either Kurdish or Arabic. These schools were financed by community 

institutions. The language of instruction was Arabic and only Armenian religion and 

language were taught in Armenian. 

In 1974 all private and Armenian schools were nationalized. Armenian history, 

religion and language were taught illegally. 
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The AGBU Chapter of Iraq 

(Summary) 

Hampartsoum Aghbashian 

hampomg@yahoo.com 

 

The AGBU established its first branch in Iraq in Baghdad in 1911 and its second 

branch in Basra in 1918. Afterwards branches were founded in Mosul, Kirkuk and 

Suleymanieh. For a decade, between 1948 and 1959, AGBU functions were banned by 

the state.  

Against the backdrop of the history of Iraqi Armenian organizations and based on 

published documents and oral history and interviews, the paper focuses on the history 

of the Iraqi chapter of AGBU. It details the birth, history and committee members of 

each branch and their various social, cultural, sports, theater, scout, and literary 

subcommittee activities. 

The paper notes that these activities were intended to preserve the national identity 

of future generations, who would be deprived of national education, particularly after 

the nationalization of schools in Iraq in 1974. The paper highlights the role these 

branches played supporting needy Armenian families too. 
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Iraqi Armenian Organizations and Unions and their Social, Philanthropic and 

Cultural Role in the Iraqi Armenian Community 

(Summary) 

Shake Ashjian 

shake_ashjian@yahoo.com 

 

In order to help the Armenian refugees who settled in Iraq after the Genocide, a 

number of supporting boards were founded; the modified their service aims and 

objectives in line with the changing nature of the needs of the poor.  

The Iraqi Armenian Board for the Needy was founded in 1926. Its main purpose was 

to uplift the economic condition of needy families and support their educational needs. 

 was founded in 1961 to contribute to the tuition 

of students studying in various schools and help with their nutrition and clothes. In 1974 

after all private and community schools were nationalized in Iraq, the W

organized teen-age festivals and cultural events to preserve Armenian cultural heritage 

and educate the upcoming generation of the community. It organized crafts and 

traditional dance sessions and in 1985 started the Sunday School Program. Currently 

the Needy Supporting Body addresses the financial needs of the poor. 
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The Baghdad Armenian Mixed Youth Union 

(Summary) 

Varant Bedrosian 

vasaian@yahoo.com 

 

One of the most important non-partisan unions of the Iraqi Armenians is the 

Baghdad Armenian Mixed Youth Union. Through its cultural, athletic, social, scientific 

and educational programs the Union aims at preserving Armenian heritage.  

The Union was founded in 1926 and was the first absolutely independent 

organization as it did not seek the endorsement of the Iranqi Armenian national 

authorities and was not accountable to them. 

The Union has crossed through five stages: a) 1926-1950s, the active period of 

athletic, theatrical and cultural events, b) 1950s-60s, founding of the Komitas choir 

(conductor Garabed Kishmishian) and the dance ensemble (director Hagop 

Malkhasian), c) 1970-80s, 50th anniversary celebrations of the Union, commemorative 

book publication, establishing of the literary group and youth and social activities, d) 

1990s, years of migration, establishing Armenian history classes, 75th anniversary 

celebrations, inauguration of the swimming pool, e) post-2003, the period of political 

instability , migration parallel to ongoing activities. 
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The Koyamard Weely Reflecting Iraqi-Armenian Life 

(Summary) 

Nora Parseghian 

norapar@hotmail.com 

On November 8, 1948 the Koyamard weekly was inaugurated in Baghdad. It was 

founded by Aram Duzian, Dr. Papken Papaziana, Levon Karmen (Sdepanian), Markar 

Sosoyan, and Hagop Der Nersesian. The newspaper was published following a 

decision of the Central Committee of the Tashnag Party Iraq Chapter. 

The weekly was closed down on August 26, 1954 by the state. Publication resumed 

for a short period in 1958, but it closed for good in August 1954 following a state 

decision. During this second period individuals like Nigoghos Alexandrian, Levon 

Karmen, and Dr. Papazain were heavily involved in its publication. 

The paper, based on the w , depicts a partial panorama of the life 

of the Iraqi Armenian community: its national concerns, its cultural, athletic, religious 

and social activities, its relations with neighbouring Armenian communities, intra-

Armenian conflicts, the ups and downs the community went through, the pol;itics it 

had to adopt to navigate safely, etc.  

The paper assesses the weekly as a most significant source for the study of the 

Iraqi Armenian community of that period. 
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The Koyamard Weely Reflecting Iraqi-Armenian Life 

(Summary) 

Nora Parseghian 

norapar@hotmail.com 

On November 8, 1948 the Koyamard weekly was inaugurated in Baghdad. It was 

founded by Aram Duzian, Dr. Papken Papaziana, Levon Karmen (Sdepanian), Markar 

Sosoyan, and Hagop Der Nersesian. The newspaper was published following a 

decision of the Central Committee of the Tashnag Party Iraq Chapter. 

The weekly was closed down on August 26, 1954 by the state. Publication resumed 

for a short period in 1958, but it closed for good in August 1954 following a state 

decision. During this second period individuals like Nigoghos Alexandrian, Levon 

Karmen, and Dr. Papazain were heavily involved in its publication. 

The paper, based on the w , depicts a partial panorama of the life 

of the Iraqi Armenian community: its national concerns, its cultural, athletic, religious 

and social activities, its relations with neighbouring Armenian communities, intra-

Armenian conflicts, the ups and downs the community went through, the pol;itics it 

had to adopt to navigate safely, etc.  

The paper assesses the weekly as a most significant source for the study of the 

Iraqi Armenian community of that period. 
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Armenian Elementary Mixed National School 

(Summary) 

Aram Ketenjian 

ketenjian@hotmail.com  
 

Against the backdrop of a brief historical preview of Armenian education in Iraq, 

the article focuses on the developments of the Baghdad Mixed Armenian School post-

1974, the year when the school was appropriated by the state. 

The community leadership succeeded in negotiating with the authorities and was 

granted the right to teach Armenian language and religion in the school. These 

restricted conditions continued for some 32 years until, in 2004, after the deposition 

of President Saddam Hussein, the school was returned to the community. It opened its 

doors in October 2004 as an elementary school with a student population of 167 in 

contrast to the year 1962, when it was a secondary school with a student population of 

1400. In each of the following years the school added a class and currently has been 

transformed into an intermediate school notwithstanding its reduced student 

population which in 2016 had dwindled to 77. 

The article highlights certain aspects of the school, its activities and the support it 

received in previous years from the Diaspora ministry of the Republic of Armenia. 
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Gomidas Choir: The Baghdad Armenian Cultural Jewel 

(Summary)

Aram Ketenjian 

 ketenjian@hotmail.com 

 

The article is a short historical overview of the birth and performances of the 

Gomidas Choir, which is considered to be the Baghdad Armenian Cultural jewel. 

The choir was initiated by Garabed Kishmishian (died in 2016) and Kevork 

Chobanian in the early 1950s. After preparing a list of potential participants, 

Kishmishian and Chobanian launched the choir in September 1953, and it held its first 

public performance on May 15, 1954, with 28 members. During the next 46 years the 

number of choir members grew to 90, some of whom could not write in Armenian. All 

in all some 400 Iraqi Armenian youngsters were members of the choir. 

The choir performed Armenian songs (particularly those of Parsegh Ganachian 

and Gomidas and Armenian sharagans), as well as Iraqi and Lebanese Arabic songs. 

The article assesses the impact the choir had on the cultural life of the community and 

 

The last performance of the choir was held in 2000 on the occasion of the 85th 

anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Attempts to revive the choir through the 

celebration of its 50th anniversary in 2005 in a public performance did not lead to the 

result intended as in 2006 the Kishmishian family was repatriated to the Republic of 

Armenia. 
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Dikran Garabed Ekmekjian 

(1879--1952) 

A Man for All Seasons 

Arda Arsenian-Ekmekji1 

ARDA.EKMEKJI@haigazian.edu.lb 
 

Although the subject of this paper, 

Dikran Garabed Ekmekjian, was neither 

born nor died in Iraq, yet for thirty years, 

between 1919 and 1948, he had a 

tremendous impact on the constitutional 

and administrative development of Modern 

Iraq. This paper highlights the main 

milestones of this impressive gentleman, 

who was instrumental in bringing many diverse religious and ethnic groups of 

Iraq to work harmoniously together in and for Iraq. 

Dikran Garabed Ekmekjian was born in Aleppo, Syria in 1879, as the third 

son of Garabed Ekmekjian and Hripsimé Tahhan. His father, together with 

other eight personalities, were the founders, in 1855, of the Armenian 

Evangelical Church in Aleppo and later among the elders of what came to be 

known as the Emmanuel Church.2 In line with the Protestant tradition of the 

family, Dikran was sent to study in the Sidon Evangelical School for Girls & 

Boys (Gerard)3 and later to the Preparatory School of the Syrian Protestant 

1 - Arda Arsenian-Ekmekji is the Dean of Arts and Sciences and Professor 

of Archeology and Intercultural Studies at Haigazian University 

(www.haigazian.edu.lb), Beirut, Lebanon. She is the wife of Jacques Ekmekji, grandson 

of Dikran Ekmekjian and son of Lucy, writer of the memoirs. 
2 Varti Keshishian,       

(The Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Mother Church: A Commemorative Volume 

(published on the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide), Aleppo, 2015, p. 42.  
3 The Sidon Evangelical School was founded by the Presbyterian Missionaries, Rev. 

William King and Dr. George Ford, first as a school for girls (SESG) in 1862 and later 

for boys (GERARD) in 1881. Both schools were founded in Old Sidon. SESG taught 

home economics, sewing and childcare, while GERARD offered technical training in 

carpentry, blacksmithing, sewing, shoemaking and building. 

(http://www.neigb.edu.lb/school.htm ). The current National Evangelical Institute for 

Girls and Boys in Sidon (NEIGB) is the union of these two pioneer schools in the area. 
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College (SPC) in Beirut,4 from where he graduated in 1897. He then joined the 

SPC later, the American University of Beirut (AUB) where he obtained his BA 

diploma in 1901, signed by the founder of the University, Rev. Daniel Bliss. 

In 1905, thanks to his fluent command of languages, he was appointed as 

translator in the Sudan government (under British rule) at Halfa first; then he 

was transferred to Wad Medani, Singa and finally to Port Sudan in 1915. He 

then joined, as head clerk, the Wellcome Research Laboratories in Khartoum 

until 1918.5  

In the meantime, in 1910 he married Azniv Mukhtarian, born in Alexandria, 

and a graduate of the American School of Girls in Beirut (1907). 

In 1918, as the British Mandate in Iraq was seeking for experienced 

administrative personnel (and probably former graduates of the SPC as 

expressed by King Faisal then),6 a request was made to the Sudan Government 

ekjian, leaving 

his wife and two daughters in Alexandria for a while, moved to Baghdad.7 

and between 1918 and 1948, Ekmekjian held 

numerous positions in the Iraqi government 

having thus a great impact in the judicial and 

administrative development of the country. His 

first post was that of head clerk in the Judicial 

Department. After Prince Faisal was proclaimed 

as King of Iraq in 1921, Ekmekjian was appointed 

as Secretary of the Ministry of Justice, a position 

which he held until 1924.8 It was in 1923, while he 

still held this position, that King George V of Great 

4 The Syrian Protestant College (later known as the American University of Beirut) was 

founded by the Presbyterian Missionaries of New England, USA in 1866. Its first 

President was the Rev. Daniel Bliss (www.aub.edu.lb ). 
5 American University of Beirut Alumni Directory, 1951, p. 41. 
6 Brian Van De Mark, American Sheikhs: Two Families, Four Generations, and the Story 

of  Influence in the Middle East, A History of the American University of 

Beirut and its Two Founding Families, Prometheus Books, NY, 2012,  p. 94. 
7 Unpublished memoirs of Lucie Ekmekjian, third daughter of Dikran Ekmekjian, 

referred to hereafter as Memoirs. 
8 

.

http://almadasupplements.com/news.php?action=viewid=14863#sthash.qpOPZZ4k

dpbs 

His BA Degree from the 

Syrian Protestant College
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Britain conferred upon him the title of Member of the British Empire.9 

Between 1925 and 1929, Ekmekjian was appointed as the Secretary of the 

Cadre Commission, the monarchical constitution of March 21, 1925 introduced 

by the British, and amended on July 29, 1925 and later on October 27, 1943.10 

It is important to mention here the role played by Lady Gertrude Bell (14 July 

1868--12 July 1926) in this commission. This famous British writer, traveler, 

diplomat was instrumental in establishing and helping administer the modern 

state of Iraq.11 In a photo featuring the Constitution committee, Ekmekjian 

features standing behind Lady Bell.12 

It is not clear whether Lady Bell had any influence in nominating Ekmekjian 

to be the recipient of the MBE, nor is it certain how well she knew the Ekmekjian 

hter mentions an interesting episode in 

her memoirs: 
In 1919, he (Dikran  A.E.) decided to remain in Iraq and sent for his family, which 

y. From Aleppo, we were supposed to go by 

carriages to Baghdad which was a long and tedious trip. During that time Sir Barham 

Carter, the British ambassador told my father that he will ask from Lady Gertrude 

, to pass by Aleppo and pick us 

up. Luckily, Miss Bell accepted. On the assigned day, she sent us a Ford car. How 

astonished were the people when they saw for the first time a car in their 

neighborhood of Aleppo. They all rushed to the streets and balconies shouting and 

waving. The convoy moved then to Deir Zor, Kirkuk, Mosul and finally Baghdad.13 
 

It is through these same memoirs that we get an insight into the diplomatic 

character of Ekmekjian, who seems to have been quite a man for all seasons. 

In a reference about the list of invitees to attend a dinner in the Ekmekjian 

residence in 1929, we read: 
I remember one day my father came home and told my mother that Emir Majid 

Arslan,14 his friend from Beirut, had arrived to Baghdad and that he had invited him 

9 The London Gazette, Supplement, June 1, 

1923, pp. 3943-45, June 29, 1923, pp. 4605-10. 
10 AUB Directory, p. 41;        

 
11 Liora Lukitz, A Quest in the Middle East - Gertrude Bell and the Making of Modern 

Iraq, I.B. Tauris, 2006. 
12 Ibid.5 photo 7. 
13 Memoirs, p. 1. 
14 Majid Arslan (1908 1983), Lebanese Druze Leader, national political figure with a 

role in Lebanon's independence. He ran for parliament in 1931.
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to dinner. Together with the Emir were also invited: Abdel Muhsen Saadoun,15 Jamil 
16 Bilal Baban,17 Naji Sweidi18 and others.19 

 

What truly makes this gathering remarkable is 

the fact that Ekmekjian, an Armenian, had 

gathered around him a Druze leader: Arslan; a 

Kurdish Leader: Baban and three Sunnis, each of 

which will assume at some time the position of 

Prime Minister in Iraq. 

In addition, Ekmekjian had also good relations 

with the Shiite Community of the time. His 

daughter reminisces: 
I remember when we were young, he used to take 

us almost every Friday at dawn to the plantation of 

Hajji Naji Al Lami, which was close to Baghdad. He 

was the sheikh of the village and used to cherish my 

father a lot to the extent that he allowed his wives to 

sit with my mother and father.20 
 

Hajji Naji Al Lami was one of the most prominent Shiite landlords of the 

time with whom Lady Gertrude Bell used to frequently meet and receive advice 

on how to deal with the diverse communities of Iraq.21 

Although Ekmekjian was raised as a Protestant, he was very close to the 

Armenian Apostolic Church and according to his daughters, they often hosted 

priests who came for lunch or dinner at their home. He also played a very 

important role in acquiring a piece of land to resettle the Armenian refugees: 
In 1922, The Armenians were deported from Armenia and some of them arrived as 

refugees to Baghdad. The Church asked from my father to request from King Faisal 

to donate a piece of land to them so that they can build houses on them. King Faisal 

15 Abd AlMu sin Sa d n or Abd AlMuhsin AlSaadoon (1879--1929), second Prime 

Minister of Iraq and served on 4 different occasions as Prime Minister between 1922 

and 1929 when he died (or committed suicide) 

(http://www.ibtesamah.com/showthread-t_110237.html ).
16 Jamil AlMidfai ( -- ) was an Iraqi politician. He served on five separate 

occasions as Prime Minister between November 1933 and September 1953.
17 Minister of Defense, Head of Kurdish Baban Clan from Suleymaniyah.
18 Naji AlSuwaidi (1882--1942), sixth Prime Minister of Iraq who served between 

November 1929 and March 1930; 

 .
19 Memoirs, p. 3. 
20 Ibid. 
21 https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/27/world/middleeast/gertrude-bell-sought-to-

stabilize-iraq-after-world-war-i.html?_r=0 . 

Baghdad 1933, Dikran 

Ekmekjian with wife Aznive 

Moukhtarian and five 

daughters, Lilly, Lucie, 

Aida, Nahid and Hilda 
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boundaries of Kirkuk. When they settled there, each family built a small house for 

itself and planted the lands. After a year, the Armenian town had become a paradise 

on earth.22 
 

friendly. In a picture dated 1920 from the archives of the then Minister of 

Finance, Sir Sassoon Eskell,23 Dikran Ekmekjian appears seated with this 

prestigious group which was on a tour duty of Baghdad. According to the family 

grapevine, the King had often whispered to Ekmekjian that had he been a 

Muslim, he would have appointed him as minister. 

i 

Railway where he served between 1930 and 1939 as Secretary of the Railway 

Department24 and later until 1948 as secretary of the Board of Management of 

the Iraqi State Railways.25 

It is to be reminded here that the Berlin-Baghdad Railway was a 1600 km. 

line built from 1903 to 1940 to connect Berlin with Baghdad.26  In 1936, after 

Iraq had gained independence from the British in 1932, the state bought all 

former lines in Mesopotamia from the United Kingdom and completed the 

missing lines.27 

Ekmekjian must have been in office at that time and witnessed the takeover 

from the British and the establishment of the National Iraqi railway. What 

exactly was his role in this transition remains to be studied through the local 

and British archives of the period.  However, it is certain that the post-British 

era required an administrator with highly competent skills in order to face the 

political, financial and social challenges facing the Iraq Railway.28     

However he must have had a prestigious position enjoying certain benefits, 

since we read: 
When he (Ekmekjian  A.E.) was the director of the Iraqi Railway, he used to have 

a private compartment in the train. During the feasts, he used to take us to some 

22 Memoirs, p. 2.  
23 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King_Faisal_group-shot.jpg . 

24 
http://m.ahewar.org/m.asp?u=%C7%C8%D1%C7%E5%ED%E3+%CE 

%E1%ED%E1+%C7%E1%DA%E1%C7%DD 
25 AUB Alumni Directory, p. 41. 
26 André Chéradame, The Baghdad Railway, London, Central Asian Society, 1911. 
27 Benno Bickel, .), Bagdadbahn und 

Hedjazbahn. Deutsche Eisenbahngeschichte im Vorderen Orient, Nürnberg 2003, pp. 

160-2. 
28 http://www.trainsofturkey.com/w/pmwiki.php/History/CIOB; 

http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Baghdad_Railway#/After_World_War_I . 
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of the Iraqi cities like Mosul, Kirkuk and Basra. We used to take the train at night, 

-

spending the whole day visiting, we would return back to Baghdad at night. How 

much we waited for these outings.29 

 
Dikran Ekmekjian is standing next to Bernard Bourdillion in fez (Lukitz, A Quest) 
 

Every summer, Ekmekjian would take his family composed of five 

daughters30 to the cool mountain resorts of Lebanon, especially to Hammana, 

in order to escape the scorching heat of Baghdad. It is there that he 

reconnected with his old friends from Sidon, the AUB and made new friends.  

the home away from home, the warm hearth for many of the Lebanese and 

Syrian teachers, especially the young women, who traveled to teach in Baghdad. 
Each one of them who had a problem at the Ministry of Education (al maaref), used 

to come for help from Ammo Dikran. The one he cherished most was Salwa Massouh 

29 Memoirs, p. 3. 
30 Dikran and Aznive Ekmekjian had five daughters. (A son, Berge died at the age of 

one). The two elder ones, Lilly and Lucy married their cousins Yervant and George 

Ekmekji from Aleppo. Aida married Armen Kouyoumjan and thus became member of 

one of the oldest Iraq Armenian families. The Kouyoumjians were related to the 

Iskenderians, Sethians and ot Bagdadts

the Editor-in-chief of the Iraqi Times, George Reid-Anderson (Andy), while the 

youngest married a Lebanese Greek Pharmacist, Theodore Hembekides, owner of the 

College pharmacy located near the AUB. 
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(later Khanachet), the daughter of one of his best childhood friends from the Sidon 
31 

Eugenie Abu Chedid, Grace Nukkho, Eleanor Kamar, and many others. On 

Christmas Eve, they all used to gather in our house. My cousin32 used to play the 

accordion, and all of us used to sing Christmas Carols till morning.33 
 

In 1948, Ekmekjian, after working for thirty years in Iraq with the British 

Mandate and under three kings: Faisal I (1885--1933), Ghazi (1912--1939) and 

Faisal II (1935--1958), retired from the Iraqi railway and left his beloved 

adopted country for Lebanon. In Beirut, he resided in the apartment building 

of his eldest daughter Lilly Ekmekji in Ras Beirut where he eventually passed 

away in 1952. He is buried, with his wife, in the Armenian Evangelical cemetery, 

adjacent to the Anglo-American cemetery in Furn-el Chebak, Beirut. 

It is certain that Dikran Ekmekjian, although not an Iraqi by birth, had a 

great impact on the formation of modern Iraq.34 First in laying the judicial, 

constitutional foundations of independent Iraq and later in developing the 

administrative and economic infrastructure of the railway system. It is probably 

fortunate that he left Baghdad before seeing the gradual deterioration of a 

country and nation for which he was so genuinely devoted and committed. 
  

 
George V award of Member of the British Empire Award, June 1923 

31 Charles Malik (1906--1987) was a Lebanese academic and diplomat. He headed the 

commission for the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 

(The Challenge of Human Rights. Charles Malik and the Universal Declaration, edited 

by Habib C. Malik, Oxford, 2000). 
32 Noubar Ekmekji. 
33 Memoirs, p. 4. 

34  
http://ara-ashjian.blogspot.com/2007/07/blog-post.html    
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Future research by the writer of this article will include further investigation 

into the archives of the British Foreign service to understand better the 

deliberations which led to the nomination and awarding of the Member of the 

British Empire title to an Armenian in Baghdad in 1923. Additional investigation 

will be required to clearly comprehend  role in the Iraqi 

Railway internal administrative management. However, until then, it is certain 

to conclude here, that Dikran Ekmekjian was a prominent Armenian working 

in Baghdad and who had established excellent relations with the Armenians, 

the British, the Sunnis, the Kurds and the Shiites of Iraq, a task described by 

today s diplomatic language as almost an impossible mission. He, furthermore, 

had maintained a balanced, healthy relationship with his alma mater, his Syrian 

and Lebanese friends, representing them as a freelance ambassador in 

whichever country that he worked.  Dikran Ekmekjian must have truly been a 

Man for all seasons and all tasks. 

 
The London Gazette, Supplement, June 1, 1923, number 32830, pp. 3943-45 
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A Photographer: 

Hovhannes Krikor 

Choukassizian (1914--1994) 
Armine Choukassizian 

INTRODUCTION 

This is a short review on my father and his 

photographic career. I constructed it mostly 

based on my memories, personal eyewitness 

accounts (as my father used to take me to his 

studio and I used to run it in his short absences) 

and a lot of information that come from my 

mother who spent at least a month at her 

 in Sivas where she 

was highly pampered. 

   

S RTHPLACE, HIS FAMILY AND THE GENOCIDE 
Sivas, Sepastia in Armenian, a province (vilayet) of Turkey, was located at 

the eastern part of the Central Anatolia region of Turkey. It was the second 

largest province in Turkey by territory and adjacent to the province of Yozgat 

to the west, Malatya to the southwest and southeast

south, Erzincan to the east, Giresun to the northeast, and Ordu to the north.  
 

Map of Sivas, Turkey 

Sivas has most of the climate of the Central Anatolian Region with hot and 

dry summer months, and cold and snowy winter seasons. Its northern part 

shares the Black Sea climate whereas the eastern portion shares the climate of 

the Eastern Anatolian higher region. Sivas was part of the Silk Road and the 

Persian Royal Road ran through Sivas. 
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My father, Hovhannes Tchoukhassizian was born in Sivas in 1914, but he 

never knew Sivas, because when is birthplace, Sivas he was much too young to 

remember anything. He was the only son of Krikor, son of Hagop, a wealthy 

landowner who also had a fabrics shop in downtown Sivas.1 It seems Hagop 

used to 

p.m. After his father Krikor was imprisoned in 1915 my f  grandmother 

Yaghout Ansourian raised him up. 

Hovhannes had three paternal aunts: 

Hayganoush

Parantsem and Armenouhi. They all 

lived in a two-storeyed villa in Sivas. 

Hagop2 passed away after two days 

of his son Krikor  imprisonment. By 

special permission Krikor was 

released from prison to bury his 

father, and then went back to prison.  

 Every day around noon time with the help of a worker who carried the 

bundle Yaghout used to take food in a bundle to her son - Yavroum  This 

went on for a while, but Yaghout was 

thinking of some way to save her son by 

getting him out of prison. She took an 

appointment to see the vali of Sivas, 

Muammar effendi and tried to bribe him by 

questioning that now that her son was in 

prison and her husband was dead, who was 

going to be responsible for all the property 

and the workers, and furthermore she had 

two unmarried daughters at home. The vali 

dismissed her indirect offer by stating that 

it was possible for her son to be released 

from prison if he accepted the true faith, i.e. 

Islam. 

The next day Yaghout told her son about 

her encounter with the vali 

suggestion. In response, Krikor pointed 

with his index finger at the row of cells next 

to his and said Marig (grandmother), my 

1 I was told that a section of the railway crossed through his lands. 
2 Hagop was married twice. He had a son, Dikran-Zaven from his first wife. 

 

Hagop Choukassezian, a photo 

taken by the Abdullah Brothers 

in Istanbul 
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Grandma Yaghout continued to provide food for her son for a few more 

days, until one day she saw that the doors to the cells were all open. When she 

asked for the reason, she was 

from there.3 It seems the usual procedure was to take the prisoners for a few 

meters and then shoot them dead. Until her last days every time Yaghout 

 name her eyes immediately welled up. 

 

A NEW BEGINNING IN BEIRUT: SETTLEMENT AND EDUCATION 

The next thing Yaghout had to do - once her only son was gone forever - 

was to get out of Sivas. She bribed Turkish officials so that they would let her 

along with her two daughters and her grandsons, Hovhanness and Garabed 

leave Turkey.4 The details of this venture are not known at all. Indeed, it is 

unclear how much time did it take until their arrival and settlement in Beirut 

nor the places and challenges the family faced on their route to Beirut, which 

should have taken a few years at least. 
 

 
The graduating class of the Armenian National School (Next to Surp Neshan Church), 

1932. Hovhannes is the second from right, in the standing row 
 

Eventually, they all ended up in Beirut, somewhere close to the downtown 

area, the Serail and the Surp Neshan Church. Hovhanness was sent to the 

orphanage in Jbeil. He then was transferred to Beirut where he went the Surp 

3 The mass arrest of Armenian intellectuals of Sivas was carried on April 1, 1915. By July 

5, 48,000 Armenians were deported from Sivas. 
4 Garabed was repatriated to Armenia in 1947, had a son Papgen and a daughter Ani. 
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Neshan Elementary School where he always was a diligent student interested in 

Armenian language and literature, in creative writing, in drawing, and in music, 

wrote a few poems, joined the church choir, and took violin classes. After 

graduating from the elementary school in June 1932 he continued at the 

Djemaran where he also was among the good students.   

 

A PHOTOGRAPHY APPRENTICE  

At the age of seventeen, in 1931 my father went 

to the well-known photographer Abel (Mihran 

Dadikozian, Rodosto, 1880--Beirut, 1964).5 

studio was on the top floor of a building in Bab 

Edriss, downtown Beirut. My father approached 

him to learn photography only to be told that he 

would do the cleaning of the premises and carry 

buckets of water some forty steps. 

amazement, my father agreed to the deal. My 

2:00, and it used to take him ten minutes to run 

home which was somewhere near the Serail and 

When Abel 

decided to liquidate his business, he took my father to Hratch, another 

Armenian photographer in Bab Edriss, and told him that he was introducing 

him to a truly promising young man. Hratch accepted my father. It seems 

Hratch used to estivate in Dhour el Shweir where he had a studio in summer 

and used to go up Thursday afternoon and come down to Beirut Monday 

morning. My father was asked to run the studio during  absence. 

However, sometimes my father was asked to go up to Dhour el Shweir and be 

responsible for running that studio too. This arrangement gave my father the 

opportunity to gain further experience in photography and how to deal with 

people. 

My f ere exceptional. And 

the feelings were mutual. He 

gradually failing, and that she was quite unable to cook for her two daughters 

and her grandson. One day in 1933, at lunch time he found himself at 

Yagh deathbed. His Grandmother blessed him and gave him three pieces 

5 During the Genocide Abel was exiled to Der Zor with his family. After the Armistice, 

he returned to his birthplace but had to flee to Greece after the Kemalist takeover of 

the area. In the mid-1920s Abel settled in Beirut and launched his photographic studio. 

He was a nationalist figure, party member and promoted Armenian culture among the 

Lebanese Armenian refugees of the time. 
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lie, steal, and if you happen to drink water from 

 

 

MARRIAGE AND DEPARTURE FOR IRAQ 

In 1937, at the age of 23, my father got married to my mother Azniv 

Sirkedjian, 

college she graduated with a BA, then came to Beirut (probably in the early 

1920s), studied at AUB, took a break, was recruited by the Near East Relief 

Society in Beirut, resumed her education in medicine in AUB and in 1936 

 

The wedding took place in the Armenian Evangelical Church in Zahle, as the 

Orthodox Church refused to grant permission since the couple were first 

cousins. Indeed, my mother was the paternal aunt of my father. 
 

 
My mother with the Near East Relief Medical Staff in Beirut in 1925 

 

After graduation in October 1936 she had left for Baghdad where she 

opened a clinic and was recruited by the government as the official doctor for 

state schools for girls in Baghdad.6 

After the wedding they departed for Baghdad, where my mother had a job 

already and used to work. With the financial support of my mother soon my 

father opened his studio in Baghdad, where their two daughters were born, 

Armine (born in 1940) and Sona (born in 1943).7 After graduating from the 9th 

grade in a local American high school,8 Baghdad, my father, who highly 

6 She was the one to start the filing system there. 
7 We were both baptized in Jerusalem together. 
8 We had not attended Armenian school but we used to speak Armenian at home, mother 

taught us read and write Armenian. 
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appreciated education, sent me to Beirut, where I studied in the School of 

Nazareth for four years and then to BCW in 1957 majoring in English. I 

graduated in 1961 and then received my MA in 1966 in literature from AUB 

and was the first Armenian woman to hold an MA in literature from AUB. As 

for my sister, she graduated from the Baghdad American High School, came 

to Beirut and majored in history at BCW and graduated. She got her MA in 

ancient history from AUB in 1960.  

As we had settled in Beirut and were to stay 

in Beirut, in 1972 my father bought an apartment 

in Sanayeh. In 1985, my mother, due to old age 

came to live with us in Beirut, she died in Beirut 

in 1991. My father stayed in Baghdad and 

continued his work there. He remarried on April 

25, 1992 and died in 1994 in Baghdad. 

Unfortunately we could retrieve nothing but his 

camera. All his photo archive in the studio was 

of the studio, which he took pride in as there 

were elaborate acknowledgments on his 

photographic skills written by renowned figures, 

including president Saddam Hussein. 

 

HIS ART, STUDIO, CUSTOMERS AND HIS PASSIONS 

My father took black and white portraits of individuals, and wedding photos. 

He took pictures mainly in his studio. He did not trade in cameras, nor in films. 

His main concentration was on taking photos. His utmost interest was to reflect 

the facial expression of the individual. He had had several apprentices who were 

no achievers. The first quality my father looked for in any apprentice was how 

gifted the young boy was in photography, or his eagerness to learn, and 

secondly how careful he was about details. He stated that he had only two 

apprentices who actually became professional photographers: One of them 

opened a studio in Basra (Keghvart), and was doing quite well, but then 

suddenly fell ill and died. The second apprentice opened his own studio in 

Baghdad (Partough). 

My f was on Rashid Street, i.e. the main 

street of Baghdad for many years. It was centrally located in the city. He had a 

well-equipped spacious studio with a first class Hasselblad lens 

French) and projectors or lights which he had taught his employees how to 

manipulate. On the upper floor of the studio, he had stacks of all sizes of 

photographic paper (which he used to buy from Beirut) with different degrees 

of sensitivity to light. He used to use different sorts of photographic paper for 

My father and I in the early 

1940s 
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the production of different pictures.  

He used to do the retouching of the 

photos on that floor. The dark room, 

on the ground floor was a large 

room a little on the narrow side at 

one end. It had two red bulbs on 

opposite sides of the room. It had 

two taps for running water and a 

large sink. It also had a long table on 

which lay the cuvettes   the 

shallow basins used for developing 

and washing the prints of the 

photographs. On two walls facing 

each other were many brown glass 

bottles where different powders - 

such as low sulfides were kept. 

Before actually developing or 

making the final printing, several 

small samples of the photograph were made which he had to see, and if the 

apprentice got the green light from him, he would go on to do the final 

developing. No photograph ever left my f  studio without getting his final 

approval. It happened that even if the owner of the photograph came to collect 

his picture and my father had not actually seen the final product, the person 

had to come a second time to collect his picture. According to him, the success 

of the final product i.e. the portrait depended on three factors: the facial 

expression, the lighting, and the actual printing. 

He took pictures of anyone who wished to have his picture taken. He gave 

meticulous attention to everyone regardless of status. 

My father opened the studio at 9 every morning and kept it closed on 

Sundays. He came home at nine, exhausted, after he retouched the photos.9 

He used to watch TV and listen to BBC. 

In the early 1970s, after almost 35 years working in his studio, he relocated 

to a new studio Saddam Hussein offered him on the same street. 

In 1989, Ahmad AbdelMajid published a book in Arabic called Five Iraqi 

Leaders. It was sort of the memoires of my father and his encounter with five 

Iraqi figures who had led the country, namely Abd el Karim Kassem (21 

November 1934-9 February 1963),10 Abd el Salam Aref (21 May 1921-13 May 

9 Our home was opposite Qasr Abdin, previously owned by Ekmekdjian. 
10 When taking the official photograph of General Abdel Karim Qasem, Hovhannes had 

to notify the ruler that he has to lift his right arm and not the left! 
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1966), Abd el Rahman Aref (14 April 1916-24 August 2007), Ahmad Hassan 

Bakr (1 July 1914-4 October 1982), Saddam Hussein11 (28 April 1937-30 

December 2006). The book includes as well the portraits of personalities 

recognized for their achievements in politics, the arts and other spheres. 

One instance I remember is when all the roads leading to Rashid Street 

would suddenly be closed and the shop owners would suspect that some trouble 

was afoot. And then it was revealed that the President was on his way to my 

. 

Prior to my father Arshag was the renowned photographer of Baghdad. 

When after the revolution of July 14, 1958 Abdel Karim held office, by official 

decree my father was appointed the main photographer. It was then that his 

star shined further. 

 

HOBBIES, READING HABITS AND SUMMER TIME 

My father was politically active in his own way. He was not a member of any 

political party or an outspoken sympathizer, but in his very own way he was 

quite political. Three times Iraqi president, Saddam Hussein sent some high 

placed person to inform my father that if he only joined the Iraqi Baath party, 

the party would support and promote him. His answer was the same all three 

 

He was deeply traumatized by the Armenian genocide and never lost an 

occasion or an opportunity to express his hatred of the Turks and their cruelty 

in destroying a whole generation of Armenian children and killing their 

intellectuals. 

As word had reached the Turkish embassy in Baghdad of the existence in 

Baghdad of someone who always spoke ill of the Turks, one day the Turkish 

consul along with a Turkish employee at the Turkish embassy came to my 

The man took a seat and the employee remained standing next 

to him. An awkward silence followed until the consul asked my father: 

are you always speaking ill of us? ... We were only trying to move the Armenians 

 

s. And 

where were these safer places you moved the Armenians? Your people were 

not deported. Whereas we the Armenians lost a million and a half in some very 

atrocious circumstances. You killed our intellectuals, massacred the people  

11 In his youth Saddam Hussein was a very handsome young man and he well knew it. 

He was tall, erect, and attractive with an imposing look. He used to love to have his 

picture taken. 
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pillaged thousands and thousands of Armenian villages and cities  On the 

other hand, the Arab nation was kind to us by welcoming us with open arms..  

My father was the only Christian to have his studio shut the day following 

the Armenian Christmas, i.e. January 7 and also on Easter Monday, because for 

Armenians both days are remembered as days of commemoration for the dead. 

Furthermore, every year on April 24 he used to attend mass as well as the 

memorial service that followed it. However, he did not attend community 

activities and events. 

My father had three hobbies for the 

Sunday forenoon. He visited the shops of 

Persian rug dealers, had a good look 

around, and then asked for prices, and 

finally made some kind of choice.12 Over the 

years he had become a good connoisseur of 

all types of Persian rugs and would advise 

people on the choice of their rugs. 

Eventually he had also picked up some basic 

Persian. 

His second hobby, which occupied him a 

little less than his first one, was to take very 

good care of his car  a metallic blue 1958 

model Pontiac13 called Strato Chief  with 

wide metal bumpers and which the 

Lebanese had nicknamed  the tank . 

Being heavy, of course it used to consume 

a lot of gas. 

His third hobby which occupied him less 

than his first two was to visit the goldsmiths 

and silversmiths shops in Baghdad as he 

appreciated their art work. 

In a way and of course with some degree of exaggeration there was only one 

writer for him, and that was Taniel Varoujan (30 April 1884--26 August 1915) 

of the village of Perknig, vilayet of Sivas. 

poetry and actually recited a few lines and verses from here and there. He used 

to receive regularly Nayiri, the literary weekly published in Beirut and edited 

by the late Antranik Dzarougian (Gürün, 1913, vilayet of Sivas 1989, Paris). It 

is said that Dzarougian was distantly related to the Choukassizians. My parents 

12 The rugs gave him aesthetic pleasure. He used to throw them on the ground and enjoy 

the combination of colors, weaving and design. 
13 He had bought a red ford in 1956-57, a Pontiac in 1958 and a Buick a year later. 

Hovhannes and his brother 

Garabed, standing with their wives, 

their two aunties are seated (a 

photo taken prior to 1946)
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used to read the weekly Nayiri from beginning to end and then discuss some 

of its contents. In those days the weekly was published on off white paper. 

In the summertime my parents used to estivate for more than two months 

in the apartment in the building they owned in the village of Bhamdoun,14 in 

Mount Lebanon. Usually the summers we spent in Bhamdoun were uneventful 

and the members of the family spent time together except for a few afternoon 

and evening visits to neighbours and friends. During his stay in Lebanon, my 

father used to take us all in his car to various places up and down the country 

so that we would really get to know Lebanon. Sometimes he used to take us on 

shorter rides in his car. We used to enjoy these rides very much, because we 

all used to sing in the car. And inevitably the ride would be followed by stopping 

somewhere to have something to eat. 

However, one summer an incident cut short my parents' stay in Lebanon. 

Around 11:30 a.m. the doorbell to the apartment rang and I opened the door. 

Two men from the Iraqi embassy in Beirut stood in front of me and asked me 

if my father was at home. I replied in the negative and then they asked me when 

he would be home.   My father arrived in his car and 

parked it in the driveway and by 2:30 the doorbell rang once again. My father 

opened the door and I stood next to him. It was the same two men I had seen 

earlier. They had come from Beirut with a message for my father: President 

Saddam Hussein wished to have a new portrait and had sent word to my father 

to return to Baghdad as soon as possible. M

over, and so were all our plans for future outings. In a little over two weeks my 

parents were on their way back to Baghdad.  

One ride on a late spring Sunday afternoon in Iraq took us to the other, 

smaller side of the city, i.e. al-Karkh, as we crossed one of the bridges on the 

Tigris. There also were short car rides in the evenings that would usually take 

us to the bank of the river Tigris, as it flows along its muddy banks. There used 

to be strings of electric light bulbs all over the place. It was almost like daylight, 

and the light used to shimmer in the river. Both banks used to be lined with 

beautiful two-storied villas and there used to be many strollers on the 

pavement, and there also used to be some young men peacefully riding colorful 

wooden barks on the river.15 

 

14 

bought it in 1965. 
15 In September 2012, I was in Baghdad for a few days, and I was shocked by the terrible 

devastation I saw everywhere. War-ravaged Baghdad was - and sadly still is - in a truly 

pitiful state with no electricity, as generators provide some electric current. Gone were 

the long strings of electric bulbs lighting the banks of the Tigris! People were living - 

and they still do today - under the constant fear of another imminent explosion. 
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Krikor and his parents, a photo taken in Sivas in early 20th Century 

 

Beside these short rides, there were longer ones which would last for the 

greater part of the day. One such ride took us to Taq Kasra, or the Arch of 

Ctesiphon, the remains of a Sasanian Persian monument, located on the 

eastern bank of the Tigris about 35 kms. south-east of Baghdad. 

Sometimes my father used to stop the car and ask us all to get out so that 

we could all have some grilled masgouf.16 
 

EXHIBITIONS 

The Iraqi government organized an exhibition of some of my f

portraits in black and white on July 17, 1988 at the Saddam Art Centre in 

Baghdad celebrating fifty years of my f portrait photography, of 

presidents, political personalities and intellectuals. The same exhibition was 

transferred to the Iraqi Cultural Centre on Tottenham Court Road in London, 

where it was exhibited between 29 November and 22 December 1989. In 

London my father visited photo and portrait galleries. He died of cancer, in 

Baghdad in 1994.  
 

CONCLUSION 

Hovhanness Krikor Tchoukhassizian was a kind man, a man of arts, who 

wished to be a writer, a person for whom his profession was just everything 

and who with his dedication to his work and determination achieved a good and 

lasting reputation. -  

16 An Iraqi national dish, a true delicacy. Masgouf is a fresh water fatty carp which is 

buttered and skewered around a wood fire. 
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THE PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITY OF THE 

CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN FOUNDATION IN 

IRAQ (1957-1973) 
Editorial team 

 

One of the world's largest philanthropic1 foundations, the Calouste 

Gulbenkian Foundation came to life in 1956, thanks to the last will and 

testament of Calouste Sarkis Gulbenkian (1869--1955), an Armenian 

philanthropist, an oil magnet, nicknamed "Mr Five Per Cent". Gulbenkian 

played a major role in making the petroleum reserves of the Middle East 

available to Western development and is credited with being the first person to 

exploit Iraqi oil.2 

Established in perpetuity, 

Foundation, is to improve the quality of life through art, charity, science and 

education. In conjunction with cultural activities, the Foundation fulfils its 

mission through innovative programs. It is committed to full independence and 

preservation of its heritage, particularly the vast art collection amassed by Mr. 

Gulbenkian during his lifetime, as displayed in the Foundation's Museum. Its 

main priority is defined as the development of a society that provides equal 

opportunities and that is sustainable. 

Through its Armenian Communities Department (ACD) this Portugal-based 

Foundation is very active in the Armenian community worldwide (both in 

Armenia and the Armenian Diaspora). ACD distributes scholarships in the form 

of grants and bursaries to Armenian and Armenian Studies students. It actively 

supports programs for the preservation and vitality of the Armenian language, 

particularly Western Armenian. It also assists Armenian organizations and 

individuals to undertake initiatives in the fields of education, culture, academic 

research, media and humanitarian aid, especially in the Diaspora. 

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation was instrumental in awarding grants 

and supporting extensively the development and growth of Iraq, both state and 

society. A georeferenced list of major grants associated with building projects 

awarded by the Foundation to Iraq from 1957 to 1973 is listed below. The list 

                                                           
1 

million in 2017. 
2 For an extensive overview of the foundation, kindly refer to: https://gulbenkian.pt/en/; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calouste_Gulbenkian ; https://gulbenkian.pt/en/the-

foundation/overview/ . 
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does not include all funded projects.3 The last grants were awarded one year 

after the nationalization of the Iraq Petroleum Company Limited in which the 

Foundation, through the Partex Company, had a 5% stake.4 

 

1) March 5, 1957 - June 12, 1961: AlMansoor Primary and Secondary Schools, 

Mansour, Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Tassissia Private School 

Association for the construction and refurbishment of two schools, in the total 

amount of US$ 196,000. 

2) March 7, 1957 - December 19, 1962: Ramzi School, Aadhamiyah, 

Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Women's Temperance and Social Welfare 

Society for the construction and fit out of an educational and rehabilitation 

center for disabled children, in the total amount of US$ 182,000. 

3) September 23, 1957, Gulbenkian building, AlHikma University, 

Zaafaraniyah, Baghdad. Grant awarded to the AlHikma University for the 

construction of new facilities for technical and scientific studies, in the amount 

of US$ 140,000. 

 
 The Central Library of Bab al-Muadham 

 

4) August 24, 1958 - January 13, 1971: Sha'ab International Stadium, 

Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Ministry of Youth of Iraq and the Municipality 

(Mutasarrifiya) of Baghdad for the construction and fit out of the stadium, in 

the total amount of US$ 3,603,366. 

5) April 5, 1959 - December 14, 1967: National Gallery of Modern Art, 

Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Municipality of Baghdad and the Ministry of 

Culture and Guidance for the construction and fit out of the building, in the 

total amount of US$ 326,074. 

6) March 22, 1961 - March 27, 1962: Gulbenkian Laboratory of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas, College of Engineering, University of Baghdad. Grants 

awarded to the University of Baghdad for the construction of an oil drilling 

                                                           
3 The information is used with the permission of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, 

Lisbon. 
4 http://timemapper.okfnlabs.org/arquivosfcg/the-philanthropic-activity-of-the-calouste-

gulbenkian-foundation-in-iraq-1957-1973 . 



561 

 

laboratory, chemical laboratory, electrical machines laboratory and electrical 

communications laboratory, in the total amount of US$ 20,552. 

7) July 17, 1961 - June 12, 1961: Mobile libraries for the Ministries of Education 

and Information. Grants awarded to the Ministries of Education and 

Information of Iraq for the acquisition of 3 mobile libraries, in the total 

amount of US$ 26,308. 

8) March 27, 1962 - May 12, 1967: Headquarters of the Iraqi Engineers 

Association, Baghdad. Grants awarded for the construction of the building, in 

the total amount of US$ 210,000. 

9) May 9, 1962: Laboratory, Cancer Research Centre, Baghdad. Grant 

awarded for the construction of a laboratory, in the amount of US$ 280,000. 

10) June 27, 1962 - January 7, 1964: Auditorium, Red Crescent Society 

(Women's Branch), Baghdad. Grants awarded for the refurbishment and fit 

out of an auditorium, in the total amount of US$ 5628. 

11) December 19, 1962 - July 12, 1972: Fine Arts Institute, Baghdad. Grants 

awarded to the Ministry of Education of Iraq for the construction of the 

building, in the total amount of US$ 622,360. 

12) December 19, 1962 - December 14, 1966: Headquarters of the Iraqi 

Artists Society, Mansour, Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Iraqi Artists Society 

for the construction of the building, in the total amount of US$ 84,000. 

13) June 25 - December 11, 1963: Educational TV Centre, Baghdad. Grant 

awarded to the Ministry of Education of Iraq for the installation and the 

technical equipment of an educational TV center, in the total amount of US$ 

140,000. 

14) September 27, 1963 - July 28, 1970: Assembly Room and Library of the 

Association of Iraqi Economists, Mansour, Baghdad. Grants awarded to the 

Association of Iraqi Economists for the construction of an assembly room and 

library, in the total amount of US$ 54,320. 

15) December 11, 1963: College of Economics and Administration, University 

of Basra. Grant awarded to the Municipality of Basra for the construction of 

the building, in the total amount of US$ 280,000. 

16) April 15, 1964 - September 7, 1970: Antiquities Museum, Nasiriya. Grants 

awarded to the Directorate-General of Antiquities of Iraq for the construction 

and fit out of the building, in the total amount of US$ 183,400. 

17) September 17, 1964 - December 14, 1965: Saint Raphael Hospital, 

Baghdad. Grants awarded for the fit out of the building, in the amount US$ 

53,192. 

18) December 15, 1964 - May 21, 1968: Ethnographic Museum (Costumes 

Museum), Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Ministry of Culture and Guidance 

of Iraq for the construction of the building, in the total amount of US$ 

140,000. 
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19) December 15, 1964: College of Medicine, University of Basra. Grant 

awarded to the University of Basra for the construction of the building located 

next to the Training Hospital of Shat al-Arab, in the amount of US$ 280,000. 

20) December 15, 1964 - May 10, 1965: Bookmobile/Visual Education Units. 

Grants awarded to the Ministry of Culture and Guidance of Iraq for the 

acquisition of 3 "Pilgrim" mobile units, in the total amount of US$ 61,900. 

21) December 15, 1964 - January 15, 1969: School, Cultural Centre and 

Lodging Centre for Vagrants, Mansour, Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Anti-

Vagrancy Society for the construction of a school, cultural center and a 

lodging center for vagrants, in the total amount of US$ 56,107. 

22) March 30, 1965 - July 18, 1967: Mobile X- Ray Units. Grants awarded to 

the Ministry of Health of Iraq for the acquisition of 4 mobile units, in the total 

amount of US$ 213,136. 

23) December 14, 1965 - February 20, 1968: Youth Centre with playing fields 

and a children's public library, Khark, Baghdad. Grants awarded to the 

Municipality of Baghdad for the construction and fit out of a youth center, 

playing fields and a children's public library, in the total amount of US$ 

411,600. 

24) December 14, 1965: Accommodation for orphans and poor children, 

Kirkuk. Grant awarded to the Child Welfare Society in Kirkuk for the project 

and its construction, in the total amount of US$ 56,000. 

25) March 14, 1966 - February 20, 1968: Central Library of Bab AlMuadham. 

Grants awarded to the Directorate-General of AlAwqaf for the construction of 

the building, in the total amount of US$ 159,600. 

26) December 14, 1966 - September 23, 1969: Auditorium and Library, 

AlMustansiriya University, Baghdad. Grants awarded for the construction and 

fit out of an auditorium and a library, in the total amount of US$ 406,000. 

27) December 14, 1966 - April 3, 1969: Oriental Institute, AlHikma University, 

Baghdad. Grant awarded to the AlHikma University for the construction of 

the building, in the total amount of US$ 178,000. 

28) December 14, 1966 - May 11, 1968: Gulbenkian Emergency Hospital, 

Mosul. Grants awarded to the Municipality of Mosul for the construction and 

fit out of the building, in the total amount of US$ 420,000.   

29) December 14, 1966 - February 21, 1967: Hospital/Clinic, Hatra, Mosul. 

Grants awarded to the Municipality of Mosul for the construction of the 

building, in the total amount of US$ 69,566. 
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Accommodation for orphans and poor children, Kirkuk and the 

Fine Arts Institute building 

 

30) December 14, 1966 - May 9, 1973: College of Agriculture and Forestry 

Auditorium, University of Mosul, Hamam Al-Alil, Mosul. Grants awarded to 

the University of Mosul for the construction and fit out of an auditorium, in 

the total amount of US$ 229,690. 

31) May 12, 1967: Chest Diseases Clinic, Arbil. Grant awarded to the 

Municipality of Arbil for the construction of the building, in the total amount 

of US$ 33,600. 

32) May 31, 1967: Maternity Hospital, Suleimaniyah. Grant awarded to the 

Ministry of Health of Iraq for the completion of the building, in the total 

amount of US$ 168,000.  

33) July 4, 1967 - October 29, 1970: Headquarters of the Iraqi Scientific 

Academy, Waziriyah, Baghdad. Grants awarded for the construction and fit 

out of the building and refurbishment of its exterior, in the total amount of 

US$ 382,088. 

34) August 29, 1967 - August 13, 1969: Headquarters of the Iraqi Petroleum 

Workers and Employees Union, Harthiyah, Baghdad. Grants awarded for the 

construction and fit out of the Union Headquarters and Research Centre, in 

the total amount of US$ 201,600. 

35) January 8, 1968 - September 7, 1969: Cultural Centre, Ramadi. Grant 

awarded to the Municipality of Ramadi for the construction of the building, in 

the total amount of US$ 140,000. 

36) January 8, 1968 - December 23, 1970: Child Welfare Centre and Clinic, 

Iraqi Women Graduates Association, Al-Thawra, Baghdad. Grant awarded for 

the construction of a Child Welfare Centre and Clinic, in the total amount of 

US$ 67,200. 

37) March 28, 1968 - April 21, 1971: Djebaish Hospital, Nasiriya. Grants 

awarded to the Municipality of Nasiriya for the construction of the building, 

in the total amount of US$ 131,040. 
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38) March 28, 1968 - July 27, 1971: Emergency Hospital, Basra. Grant 

awarded to the Municipality of Basra for the construction and fit out of the 

building, in the total amount of US$ 386,400. 

39) March 28, 1968 - December 11, 1969: Antiquities Museum, Mosul. Grant 

awarded to the Directorate-General of Antiquities of Iraq for the construction 

of the building, in the total amount of US$ 280,000. 

40) March 28, 1968: Scientific Research Centre, Baghdad. Grant awarded to 

the Ministry of Planning of Iraq for a scientific research center project, in the 

total amount of US$ 322,000. 

41) March 28, 1968: Physiotherapy laboratory, Bar Hebraeus Hospital, 

Baghdad. Grant awarded to the Archdiocese of the Syrian Orthodox Church 

for a physiotherapy laboratory, in the total amount of US$ 56,000. 

42) August 28, 1968 - October 29, 1970: Maternity Hospital, Kerbala. Grants 

awarded to the Municipality of Kerbala for the construction of the building, 

in the total amount of US$ 89,600. 

43) September 4, 1968 - December 11, 1969: Cancer Patients Convalescence 

Home, Mansour, Baghdad. Grant awarded to the Iraqi League for Cancer 

Treatment for the construction of the building, in the total amount of US$ 

168,000. 

44) October 9, 1968 - February 19, 1970: Library and Lecture Hall, Teachers 

Union, Mansour, Baghdad. Grant awarded for the construction of a library 

and lecture hall, in the total amount of US$ 140,000.  

45) November 26, 1968 - October 29, 1970: Education Hall, Najaf. Grant 

awarded to the Municipality of Kerbala for the construction of the building, 

in the total amount of US$ 151,460. 

46) November 26, 1968: Vocational Rehabilitation Centre. Grant awarded to 

the Ministry of Work and Community Affairs of Iraq for the construction of 

the building, in the amount of US$ 280,000. 

47) November 26, 1968 - July 7, 1971: Girls Orphanage, Mosul. Grant awarded 

to the Islamic Philanthropic Society of Mosul, for the construction of the 

building in the total amount of US$ 86,925. 

48) April 15, 1969 - February 2, 1972: Training Hospital, Baghdad. Grants 

awarded to the Red Crescent Society in Iraq for the building of a training 

hospital that included nursing, first aid, civil defense and a blood bank, in the 

total amount of US$ 432,000. 

49) September 7, 1969: Auditorium, Doctors Union, Mansour, Baghdad. 

Grant awarded to the Iraqi Doctors Union for the construction of an 

auditorium for scientific, medical and clinical conferences, in the total amount 

of US$ 84,000. 
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50) September 7, 1969 - December 31, 1971: Emergency Training Hospital, 

Al-Thawra, Baghdad. Grant awarded to the Ministry of Health of Iraq for the 

construction of the building, in the total amount of US$ 290,912. 

51) December 11, 1969 - October 29, 1970: National Library, Baghdad. Grant 

awarded to the Ministry of Culture and Guidance for the construction of the 

building, in the total amount of US$ 1,540,000. 

52) December 11, 1969 - March 28, 1972: Children's Music School, Baghdad. 

Grant awarded to the Ministry of Culture and Guidance for the construction 

of the building, in the total amount of US$ 44,800. 

53) April 22, 1970 - April 19, 1973: Maternity-Training Hospital, Diwaniyah. 

Grant awarded to the Provincial Authority (Muhafedhat) of Diwaniyah for the 

construction of the building, in the total amount of US$ 307,295. 

54) October 29, 1970 - April 19, 1973: Modern Village Project, Qasrê, Iraqi 

Kurdistan, Arbil. Grants awarded to the Ministry of Northern Affairs towards 

a pilot project for the establishment of a modern village at Qasrê in Iraqi 

Kurdistan, in the total amount of US$ 213,222. 

55) July 12, 1971: Auditorium and Conference Room, University of Mosul. 

Grant awarded to the University of Mosul for the construction of an 

auditorium and conference room, in the total amount of US$ 280,000.  

56) July 12, 1971 - April 19, 1973: Maternity Wing, Republican Hospital, Arbil. 

Grants awarded to the Provincial Authority of Arbil for the construction of the 

building, in the total amount of US$ 213,000. 

57) July 12, 1971 - April 19, 1973: Headquarters of the Kurdish Scientific 

Academy, Baghdad. Grants awarded for the construction of the building, in 

the total amount of US$ 168,550.  

58) July 27, 1971 - July 25, 1973: Headquarters of the Geologists Union, 

Mansur, Baghdad. Grants awarded to the Iraqi Geologists Union for the 

construction of the building, in the total amount of US$ 107,340. 

59) April 19, 1972: Children Library, Kirkuk. Grant awarded to the 

Municipality of Kirkuk for the construction of the building, in the total amount 

of US$ 121,600. 

60) May 7, 1967 - January 6, 1971: Gymnasium, Library, Museum and Audio-

Visual Hall, Military College, Baghdad. Grants awarded for the construction 

and fit out of a gymnasium, library, museum and audio-visual hall, in the total 

amount of US$ 980,000. 
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Iraqi Armenian Authors Who Wrote in Arabic 

(Summary) 

Mihram Minasian 

mihran.min@gmail.com 

 

In the introductory section, the author offers a general overview of Armenian authors 

who have written in Arabic, stating that their number may reach 500. These have 

published studies on manuscripts and history as well as on spiritual and religious 

topics, have done research on the Arabic language, written on economics, arts, the 

history and art of war, urbanism, the English language, etc. They have written novels, 

short stories, poetry and plays. Others have been translators, editors and essayists. 

Against the backdrop of this broad picture the author focuses on Iraqi-Armenian 

authors who have written in Arabic. While the majority of these authors had been born 

in Western Armenia and had taken refuge in Iraq because of the Armenian Genocide 

during WWI, others were born in Iraq. 

The author lists 46 Iraqi-Armenian authors, gives brief biographical information 

about each, lists their works and concludes that, indeed, these Iraqi Armenians have 

left their impact on Iraqi historiography, philology and literature. 

(1875--1959), who wrote extensively on Iraqi 

topography, history, culture and the history of old Iraqi families; Fr. Nerses 

Sayeghian (1878--1953), who wrote extensively on Baghdad Armenians and Christians; 

Razzuk Dawud Ghannam (1882--1965), editor of five newspapers, who was an Iraqi 

MP five times as a representative of the Christian minorities; Dr. Krikor 

Astardjian (1885--1953), who wrote voluminous books on Arab history, culture, and 

literature; Abdul Masih Wazir(ian) (1889--1943), one of the best translators in Iraq, 

and his brother Anis (1908--1968), who contributed to military literature; the poet and 

scholar of Arab medieval literature Dr. Razzuk Faraj Razzuk Terzibashian (1919--

2003); his nephew, novelist and playwright Edmon Sabri Razzuk Terzibashian (1921--

1975); one of the first Iraqis to initiate the short story genre in Iraq, the prolific Yusef-

Hovsep Abdul Masih Sarwat-Suruian (1921--1994); Karnig George Minasian (1915/20--

?), who was a forerunner in Iraqi short story writing and the first to publish a literary 

magazine in the Arab Gulf countries; Dr. Basel Razzuk Faraj Razzuk, author of 

veterinary articles; operetta composer Ara Yesayan; and so many others. 
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The Contribution of the Iraqi Armenians to the Iraqi and International Culture 

(Summary) 

Artsvi Bakhchinyan 

artsvi@yahoo.com 

 

The Iraqi Armenian community has been culturally active for decades and has 

given birth to a number of cultural figures. 

Among these are the first woman composer of Iraqi, the pianist Beatrice 

Ohannessian, head of the Iraqi Music Union Aram Babukhian, singers Afifa Iskandar 

and Seta Hagopian, and the Komitas Choir. Armenian theater groups were active both 

in Baghdad and Basra. Hrant Markarian is a well-known playwright and actor. Actress 

Azaduhi Samuel (Lachinian) has attracted pan-Iraqi fame. Iraqi photographers, like 

Arshag Yanekian, Antranik Manoukian, and Tsolag Hovsepian have acquired national 

fame too. 

American scenarist Mardig Martin was born in Iraq as were the renowned 

Lebanese director Garry Garabedian, director and writer Hovhanness Piligian and his 

brother painter-singer Khachig (both living in the UK). The Iranian actress Tuny 

Amaduni has Iraqi Armenian origins; so do the French philosopher Saran Alexandrian 

and painter Arshag. Soviet Armenian dance masters Mark Mnatasakanian, Gennady 

Malkhasiants and Vartkes Rashidian have been instrumental in developing the art of 

dancing in the Iraqi Armenian community. 
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20th Century Iraqi Armenian Personalities and 

Their Contribution to the Iraqi State 

(Summary) 

Ara Ashjian 

ara_ashjian@yahoo.com 

Armenians made an outstanding contribution to the development of Iraq in the 20th 

century. Their input was particularly significant in the fields of medicine, pharmacy, 

photography, cinema, media, painting, performing arts, theater, music, education, 

literature, play writing, linguistics, translation, historiography, and athletics. They had a 

strong input  (like goldsmithery, and 

tailoring), car mechanics, cuisine, local industry, tourism, mosaics and ornamentation, 

and public service. 

They were the first to found schools for women in Iraq in 1901 and the first to 

separate kindergarten from elementary education. 

Armenians held high positions in the state administration too. They were granted 

general directorship positions, became officers, university professors, lawyers, 

architects, engineers, political, diplomatic and military figures and philanthropists.
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The Iraqi Armenian Prelacy during the 

Prelature of Arch. Avak Asadurian 

(Summary) 

Vladimir Poghosyan 

vlad.poghosyan@mfa.am 

 

The religio-national life of the Iraqi Armenian community is headed by the Iraqi 

Armenian Prelacy, which was established in 1944. and its National Central Committee. 

The paper, based on theoretical as well as theological history and ecclesiastical 

literature methodology, assesses the importance of the Prelacy and its impact on the 

understanding to the valuable experience of this religious institution. 

In this context, the paper aims at analysing and accordingly evaluating the role of 

the prelacy and focuses on the decades-long activities of Prelate Arch. Avak Asadurian 

in promoting spiritual, social, educational, scientific, and church-building functions. 
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The Iraqi Armenian Community between 2000 and 2017 

(Summary) 

Sarkis Kotounian 

aline_koko2004@yahoo.com 

 

Against the backdrop of the three wars that hit Iraq as of 1980, their terrible 

socioeconomic, political, security, and instability implications, the occupation of large 

portions of north-western Iraq by ISIS and the proclamation of the Autonomous Region 

of Kurdistan (ARK) in northern Iraq, the author focuses on the condition of the Armenian 

community of Iraq. The paper reports how the Iraqi Armenian community has 

responded to the multiple challenges it has faced during the last three and a half 

decades, specifically during the second half of that period. 

The paper notes that the 2003 invasion of Iraq was devastating as it drove further 

instability and insecurity and generated a new wave of migration to the United States 

and Canada, while a small number of around 1000 Armenians tried to settle in Armenia. 

This outflow and the prevailing insecurity and political instability alongside 

socioeconomic hardships depleted the community in every sense and made it almost 

impossible to revive any community life. 

The report highlights the condition of the Armenian churches, public spaces, outlets, 

schools and cultural organizations, and notes that alongside an intense outflow from the 

country a number of Armenians were forced to resort to internal migration and settled 

in the relatively stable areas of the ARK, where a new community life started to take 

shape at a very basic, primary level. 

Notwithstanding the budding community life in the ARK, the renovation of ruined 

churches, the election of a number of Armenians to local governmental positions or 

membership on municipal councils as well as the active support of the Armenian 

embassy in Baghdad and collaboration between Iraqi Christian minorities in addition to 

the support of the Iraqi Central government, the author notes that the community has 

been exhausted and consumed in every sense, and warns that unless strong, supportive 

measures are taken, the community may never be able to recover.
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The Iraqi Armenians of Los Angeles 

(Summary) 

Khachig Janoyan 

janoyan@aol.com 

The post-Genocide migration of Iraqi Armenians starts as early as the 1920s. During 

the early 1920s some 7000 Armenians who had taken refuge in Iraq were repatriated 

to Soviet Armenia. Repatriation has continued ever since though with different rhythms 

and intensity. As of the 1960s Iraqi Armenian migration heads towards the West, 

particularly to the USA and in smaller numbers to the UK. The exodus is still going on. 

Against the backdrop of both domestic and overseas migration of Iraqi Armenians, 

the paper focuses on the reasons for this migration and the profile of the migrants; it 

also highlights their settlement, particularly in the Los Angeles region. The paper 

underlines the collective activities of the Iraqi Armenians in Los Angeles, their cohesion, 

and the founding of an exclusively Iraqi Armenian society that aims at socially and 

financially supporting newcomers as well as the schools and unions in Iraq. 
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A Profile of the Baghdadtsi Armenians 
Marlen Melkonian-Setrakian 

 
Being a Baghdadtsi myself, I will reflect upon the Baghdadtsis of Iraq to depict their 

profile in broad lines by highlighting aspects of their origins, professions, lifestyle, 

education, and special dialect of spoken Armenian as well as presenting some names of 

prominent figures of the community. 

As to sources used for these few pages, I have made use of personally kept notes of 

discussions with elderly individuals, some diaries and self-witnessing. In particular I 

would like to mention the name of Daoud (David) Effendi Tateossian, a highly respected 

gentleman of the old community, whom I have had the privilege of knowing since my 

childhood and from whose knowledge of Baghdadtsi history I benefitted immensely. 

Hence this presentation is a sort of written and oral history. 

The term Baghdadtsi was given to those Armenians who were born and living in 

Baghdad for several generations before WWI and the arrival of the survivors of the 

Armenian Genocide in 1915. 

When our elders were asked about their origins and dates of arrival in Baghdad, 

people of commerce, their travels allowed them to discover new lands while traveling 

by the two rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, which start in Armenia and reach down 

to Mesopotamia, Iraq today. Others spoke of a link with Jerusalem. Still others traced 

their origins to the ancient city of Ani, as in 1069 it was destroyed by an earthquake and 

groups of survivors travelled to other places. One route brought them to Nakhichevan 

and Karabagh, from where they later moved down to New Julfa in Iran, from where a 

large number of families travelled on and settled in Baghdad. References were also 

made to the presence of Armenians in the courts of the Abbasid Caliphs in Baghdad. 

Particular mention was made of an Armenian accounts keeper of Caliph Haroun 

AlRashid. It was also rumoured that both his mother and wife were of Armenian origin.1 

Likewise, mention was made of another Armenian woman from Baghdad by the name 

of Shajarat AlDur, who later became the first Islamic queen in Egypt. Further, others 

referred to their beginnings in Baghdad when it fell under Ottoman rule in 1634, taking 

pride in claiming that the Ottoman army was led by an Armenian called Geok Nazar. It 

was at this time that a large number of Armenians immigrated and settled in 

Mesopotamia. 

As to the professions practiced by the Armenians, first and foremost they were 

basically in commerce of all sorts. There was a class of wealthy merchants dealing with 

gold, precious stones, silk, rugs, furs and all other fineries. Next to them, there was a 

class of artisanal workers, goldsmiths, tailoring masters and specialists in embroidering 

with golden and silver threads catering to the needs of the wealthy class of the country.  

By the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century, there were 

already some young Armenian men working in Basra and Baghdad for foreign 

enterprises and branches of British banks. 
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In Basra there were a few who occupied posts as clerks in the East India Shipping 

lines. By the 19th century, a few young Armenian men, namely from the Gharibian family 

(Basra), the Tateossians (Thadeus) in Baghdad and others, held positions in the British, 

Belgian and French Consulates. 

Besides the community in Baghdad, another Armenian community began forming in 

Basra. The Armenians of Basra at first worked mostly carrying merchandise from the 

ships arriving at the port of Basra from the Far East and other countries. In time, they 

became clearing agents and distributors of that merchandise both to Baghdad and to 

Persia. The Armenians of Basra were referred to by the Baghdadtsis as Basrawis, 

though they spoke the same Baghdadtsis dialect and kept the same traditions. Most of 

them had family ties in Baghdad, and in time, here too, a class of wealthy merchants 

appeared.  

As to their residential areas in Baghdad, they first settled in neighbourhoods known 

as AlMaydan, 

churches were erected. The Armenians lived closely with local Arab neighbours. Later, 

towards the end of the 19th century, many well-to-do families moved into larger homes 

with beautifully decorated interiors and surrounded by gardens on the banks of the river 

Tigris. Though keeping their old Armenian traditions over the years, they adapted to 

many of the local Arab everyday customs and colouring, culinary taste, folk music and 

other. Thus, the Baghdadtsis created their own style of living and traditions which were 

strictly guarded and passed down from generation to generation. For example, name 

days (anvanagochutyun) were lavishly celebrated with receptions and music but 

preceded first by a candle lighting ritual led by the priest. Likewise there was a tradition 

of a special dress for a newly married bride to wear when entering the church for the 

first time after her wedding day, etc. 

As to the Baghdaddtsi dialect of spoken Armenian, this was basically the Eastern 

Armenian dialect with a lot of words and expressions taken from the Arabic, Persian 

and Turkish languages added. Here is a sampling of a few expressions: 

    = Why were you not at church today? 

     = Tomorrow what dish are we going to cook? 

      = I have lost my ring and am not finding it 

   = the people of the facing river bank 

    /  = Show me your new dress 

  '  = After all, how could it be? 

 =the boatmen 

 =the gardener 

 = the river 

 = I crossed the river 

 = Really? 

Regarding education, some families sent their sons to study in English schools in 

Calcutta and Bombay in India, as well as the Armenian school in Calcutta, the 

Martasiragan Djemaran. Another destination was Constantinople, where a few young 

girls attended the famous Tebrotsaser School for Girls. Later, in the 1930s and on, some 

young men attended universities in Britain, France and Germany for their specialization 

in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and other fields. Later on, others attended the 

American University of Beirut as well as Beirut College for Women (currently LAU). 
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country. Many Armenian families became owners of thriving new enterprises of all sorts. 

With the arrival of the British mandate in the new country of Iraq, much changed and 

new administrative rules of law and order were implemented whereby Armenian youth, 

especially those with the knowledge of English, found good employment opportunities. 

One such domain was the oil industry sector; another was the insurance sector, where 

several educated young Baghdadtsi men were employed. New specialized stores such as 

opticians, special luxury items, pharmacies, etc. were opened. The first music store 

importing all sorts of musical instruments and with a large showroom was founded by a 

Baghdadtsi, Vartan Iskenderian. Others started factories for cement, vegetable oil, etc. 

There was also a class of mellakeen, landowners of vast areas. There were a few who 

owned river steamships, called Doubas, and others that carried goods and petroleum 

by-products. 

As for the Baghdadtsi women, who had lived closely with Arab neighbours and 

mastered the Arabic language, there emerged from among them women of wisdom and 

experience who were highly respected by both communities. An elderly lady would win 

the title of Hajjiya, judge. Neighbours with all sorts of troubles and problems would 

come to her to consult and get guidance, and her word was highly valued. The lady 

could even permit herself to make remarks to a clergyman for anything that reached 

her ear regarding his misbehaviour or sermon. 

Due to the 1915 Armenian Genocide, waves of the survivors started arriving in Iraq. 

Although the British mandate rulers settled them in refugee camps in tents, the 

Baghdadtsi community embraced them and organized itself to render help on all levels. 

Many Baghdadtsi families adopted young orphan girls who later married into Baghdadtsi 

families. 

Among the prominent members of the Baghdadtsis, mention should be made of 

Archbishop Zaven Der Yeghiayan (1868-1947), Mrs. Sara Tateossian, Mrs. Regina 

Tanielian, Mrs. Arsiné Minas (a landowner and benefactor), Simon Gharibian, Aram 

Gharibian (industrialist and landowner), Skender Stephan (industrialist and landowner), 

several members of the Iskenderian, Tateossian, Sethian, Bedrosian, and Ovanesoff 

families, the Melkonian brothers and many other families.
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Content of the Book 
 

The book is the compilation of the proceedings of the conference entitled 

Armenians of Iraq

University-based Armenian Diaspora Research Center and was held at 

Haigazian University on May 29-31, 2017.  

The book includes the program of the conference, the opening words, the 

papers presented, 2 additional papers and their English summaries, an 

appendix, biographies of the contributors, a selected bibliography, a brief 

narrative of both the Iraqi Republic and the Armenian community of Iraq, and 

the conference press release. 

The 31 papers presented during the conference were the following:  

The Last Era of the Abbasid Caliphate (991--1258) and 

 

Dr

the 18th  

 

-Armenian Links in 19th  

Dr. Wafa Mahmoud Abd ElHalim, th-20th 

  

Dr. Hi  and  

The Arrival of the Armenian Refugees from Van in 

1918 and their Settlement in the Refugee Camps of Baqub  

Dr. Antranik Dakessian The Baquba Orphans. the List of the Orphans and 

 

 Armenian Refugees 

from Iraq to Soviet Armenia 1921-  

Mrs. Sara Iskenderian (Sara ElZangina  

 

The Basra Armenian Community, its Past and 

 

1930s: The Beginnings of a Rural Refugee Community in an Urbanizing 

 

 

Melik Hovsepyan, The Committee of Cultural 

  

A Armenian State Foreign Policy in the Context of the 
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-Iraqi Armenian Community 

Relations between 1991 and 2015  

 

T  

The Armenian Schools of Iraq (1918-1974)  

 

Shake Ashjian The Iraqi Armenian Board for the Needy  

Varant Bedrosian, The Baghdad Armenian Mixed Youth Union  

Koyamard Weely Reflecting Iraqi-Armenian Life  

Prof. Arda Arsenian- --1952): A 

 

 Hovhannes Krikor Choukassizian 

(1914--1994  

 

Iraqi Cultural Life and Iraqi Armenian Cultural 

Figures  

The Iraqi Armenian Prelacy during the Prelature of 

Arch.   

Sarkis Kotounian, The Iraqi Armenian Community between 2000 and 2017  

 

The two additional papers are:  

 

 

 

The book is the fourth volume of a series which will feature aspects of the 

Armenian communities in Middle Eastern countries.
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 الكتاب في سطور...
 

يغطّي هذا الكتاب مؤتمر "الأرمن في العراق" الذي نظّمه "مركز الأبحاث للشتات 
. وقد شارك أيار  و الأرمني" في "جامعة هايكازيان"، الذي انعقد في حرمها بين 

ً وأكاديمياً حضروا من الفيليبيّن، الولايات المتحدة، أرمينيا، سوريا فيه  ، العراق اختصاصيا
 ولبنان.

التّي ألُقيت وخلاصاتها، بما فيه  ويحتوي الكتاب برنامج المؤتمر والمحاضرات الـ
السّيرة الذاتية للمحاضرين، بيبليوغرافيا عن تاريخ الأرمن في العراق، صوراً من المؤتمر 

 .البيان الصحافيوأخيراً 
ً إلى المواضي "الحقبة الأخيرة ع التالية: في عودة إلى المحاضرات، لقد تتطرّقت تباعا

؛ "مخطوطة ( والخلفاء من جذور أرمنية" )بيدروس طوماسيان(-للخلافة العبّاسية )
أرمنية كُتبِتَ في بغداد في القرن الثامن عشر" )الدكتور كيانى بوغوصيان(؛ "سيروبى 

عن الأرمن في العراق" )الدكتور ارداك مغاليان(؛  ذين كتبواال آخرون ةورحال يتسيكارن
آل " أرمنية في العراق في القرن التاسع عشر" )القاضي كريستوفر يانغ(؛-علاقات إنكليزية"

)الدكتور وفاء محمود عبد الحليم(؛ "الإبادة والحكم العثماني في جقماقجيان من أهل الموصل" 
 ولاية الموصل" )الدكتور هيلمر كايزر(؛ "وصول اللاجئين الأرمن من فان في سنة 

في مخيمي بعقوبة ونهر عمر" )الدكتور سيتا هوفهانيسيان(؛ "لوائح اليتامى الأرمن  واستقرارهم
في مخيّم البعقوبة: نظرة ديموغرافية" )الدكتور انترانيك داكسيان(؛ "عودة اللاجئين الأرمن من 

" )البروفيسور فاهرام و العراق وتوطينهم في أرمينيا السوفياتيّة بين عامي 
سارة خاتون أو سارة الزنكينة(" )الدكتور وفاء محمود ) الست سارة اسكندريانشماسيان(؛ "

عبد الحليم(؛ "الدستور العراقي والأرمن" )البروفيسور جون ارماجاني(؛ "الأرمن في البصرة 
منذ القدم إلى الآن" )الدكتور سيتا هوفهانيسيان(؛ "بعض خصائص حياة الأرمن في الكركوك 

" )بيدروس طوروسيان(؛ إقليم آخذ في التمدنّ مع اللاجئين الريفيين فيبدايات مجت: في 
"الأرمن في كردستان العراق" )يغيا طاشجيان(؛ "لجنة العلاقات الثقافية مع الشتاة الأرمني 
والأرمن العراقييّن" )الدكتور ارمان يغيازاريان ومليك هوسيبيان(؛ "السياسة الخارجية للدولة 

" )انوش بيجانيان(؛ "العلاقات بين جمهورية من محور حرب العراق في سنة  الأرمنية
" )الدكتور صونا دونيكيان(؛ "مطرانيّة الأرمن و  أرمينيا والأرمن العراقييّن بين 

في العراق" )الدكتور وارطان ديفريكيان(؛ "الأرمن الكاثوليك في العراق" )رفائيل أوموديان(؛ 
" )الدكتور كوهار افاكيان(؛ "الجمعية الخيريّة و رمنيّة في العراق بين "المدارس الأ

العموميّة الأرمنيّة في العراق" )همبارسوم اغباشيان(؛ "لجنة الأرمن العراقييّن للمعوذين" 
: كويامارد)شاكي اشجيان(؛ "اتحاد الشباب العراقيين المختلط" )فارانت بدروسيان(؛ "اسبوعية 

 ،"المصوّر أوهانيس كريكور تشوكاسيزيان حياة العراقيّة الأرمنيّة" )نورا برسيخيان(؛مرآة ال
: الرجل - ؛ "ديكران قرهبت اكمكجيان،(ارمينه تشوكاسيزيان) "-

ن الذين واكمكجي(؛ "الكتاّب الأرمن العراقيّ -المناسب لكل الفصول" )البروفيسور آردا ارسينيان
لعربيّة" )مهران ميناسيان(؛ "أرمن عراقيوّن في الثقافة العراقية" )ارتزفي كتبوا باللغة ا

باخشينيان(؛ "الأبرشية الأرمنيّة العراقيّة في عهد الأرشمندريت افاك اسادوريان" )الدكتور 
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" )سركيس كوطونيان(؛ و فلاديمير بوغوصيان(؛ "وضع الأرمن العراقييّن بين 
 ي في لوس أنجلوس" )خاتشيك جانويان(."الشتات الأرمني العراق

تين حَمَلتَا العنوانين التاليين: "المدرسة الوطنيةّ الابتدائيةّ كما ويضم الكتاب محاضرتين إضافيّ 
 المختلطة" )ارام كتنجيان(؛ "الكورا كوميداس: جوهرة الثقافة الأرمنيةّ في العراق" )ارام كتنجيان(.

هو المجلدّ الرابع من سلسلة "الشتات الأرمني" التي تصدر  وهنا تجدر الملاحظة إلى أنّ الكتاب
والتي تعُنى بتسليط الضوء على واقع الأرمن في دول "مركز الأبحاث للشتات الأرمني" عن تباعاً 

 .الشرق الأوسط
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